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*%* IMPRIMATUR 
| des Hic hiber vere Chriſtianus ; qui, þ Prime- 
vam ſpettes Pietatem, Summans Eloquent:- 
am, Rationum pondus, nihil in eo deeft quo 
minus poſſit nos Qmnes, quales tam accurate 
deſeribit, vere Chriſtianos efficere. Purtors 
evo ſane digniſſimus eſt, niſi quod tam potens 
ſit,qui-vel noſtram Seculuwz transformaret in 
ak | Benedicat Deus Opert@ duthers. * 
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SIR, 


AVING in my hands a Pra#:cat 
Treatiſe concerning The Cauſes of the 

_ |. DPecayof Chriſtian Piery fo viſible in this 
our Age ; written by the Excellent Author of 
The WHOLE DUTY OF MAN: and 


having obtain'd permiſſion to make it publick, I 


was in ſome doubt whether the preſent diſturb'd 
State ofaffairs, would not make it reaſonable to 
delay the Edition : but conſidering that times of 
difficulty and trouble bring thoughts of Vertue 
into their minds, who forgot their Duty and 
their God in affluence and quiet: Iam apt to 
think a Diſcourſe of this kind ſeaſonable enough 
at ony ris, == ES F | 
mighty God give you ſome re- , . 

ir for _ * late great Calamity :  @ 1s Foe 
Asit was the Authors kindneſs that © - 
you ſhould have the offer of this TraQ, 'what- 
ever it prove, ſo I think it will be a little*the 
more ſeaſonable, that it comes as a New-years 
REM. el | 


| Your very loving Friend, 
January, 1667. | | | 


H. E. 
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m0 bf ff cc onſþicuous ye manife eft >: ſinch then *tis 


ts P# hiys) adnjce, 

5 raps ys, t0' Gt: FT; 
& on His + robuſt gyant-like ———— which have 
bid defianceto Heaven ;:but\alſo 20h. ren girfe 
RG AGM pe "have, inflamed ts; to this: 

g -. £0. Examine. what \ that. on; that Me 
JKntemper'd.\ morier- is mith 
. difcovering thoſe miſc 

ces,.. wherein many of 


6 jT ons ws 4 falſe 
other, guilts axe. "fownded) « Fm. order-t0' which this 


| ers.tts feeble, yet - mell-mieant aids3. 
beg Wer, its retirement, and like Ctofus + 
net mb San,. campell'd to..pea, by impulſe of the 
GEE chow, deſpicable. ſoever. the Mite 
; | rar fo i. ir ſelf, et A it may, prowoke.the 
re wealthy to.caſt in_ris its it 'may. prove #0. 


mor 
prof | t for the. Cort "Tis evident this 

fon which mot only. 4 20 but exadts the. 
ff importunate endeavonrs of oF ocuy wading - Men t0. 
Me that belong to their Peace. 

R: although 'tis. true, that every - Pate of þ 73 
| th pin a ft re of hoſtility with G God, -\ 68. 0u7, 
War tron ſeertis to have advanced. us. beyond, 
von degrees even of that... "Tis,wakhow, high 
in mov 4; — 4 Prince. to deſpiſe and violate his. 


laws,. ga mo to. that are ſuperedded contumelies, 
and defign'd affronts to-his- perſon, this 'is ſos 47. 
the moſt 


. ACCU ved autrege, 45, wil Vangui | 
; " reſold 
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+eſolu od Putiente,.. dad this alas: appears 70 beunr 
caſe? !\ we: have. dong: intlulg'd to'onr ſelves the breath 
of: all" Divine laws,: gratified every appetite, \every 
Paſſion and Juif: "ith the fe forfeiture of onr alleg tance, 
Arn. as. if | this. would not ſerve to rtnder us. rm 
<Henble enongh to:God, we are. now'yrown to ſubjo 


malice to Lieewtionſoeſs; by $.1 zot ſo neuch to eaſe 
Soreſalmers #{.£0* at pra ws FRO 's 4. tomtempt 
not OY ly. Of: HS. ; and ſeek ng 


leſs to dethrone Him, es EY grep hoſe. - This 

have: we made-it a kind,of perſonal: penned '\ 44 by 

thoſe. inipicus blaſphemies 2 we. daily aatts againi} 

Heaven, do; 4s. it were, dare-the- -Djaine:. 

\ #0; vindicate: it ſelf: Whether his great long avimity 
_—_ have give aging 2.0ur HeQors « fanty, thut'they-had 
6d (as they artiusd to do Men)" into.4 

_ I-ſhall. not examine :\.but his late e\proceed- 

theswith us faficiently reſt ifie that he means/no long-. 

er to decline our challenge.” i He now -appears'to avow 

_ the, emit as openly. 4s. we. have. dont; and-his at- 
ready given.us competent eſſays, how fearful a'thing 
it 5'to-fall 1 into YO hands ob me ng Is Heb, 
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 _ yedute'ds by inferior. inſtruments, found us out Li- .. 


Qrs\among our ſelves, aud made one-mans ſin the 
puniſhment of anothers-:: but now as if -he- had the 


ſame jelonſic for " his howour 'which:Joab had at the 
# 


fiegeof Rabba for Davids," 2 Sam./1 2. 28. 4s if he 
<7 | 
oh;" fs be the Trophies of his own” peculiar 
appearing ſignally againſt us in all the dre 
ities of an enraged enemy. 


blond? by P hap ” away multitudes of us in 4 vd- 
ging'PESTILENCE, whith: Marcht fromi one 
part-of the Nation t0;anothey in a kind of Tris 


progrefi, as if it had receiv'd the ſame mandate God 


gave Abraham, Gen;-13: £0 Ariſe, walk 7 
the breadth:thereof, for unto thee wilt Tpive it. * 
. Whether it may not thus fatally complete its courſe, 


through the land, in- the leogt 


uorwithflandixe the halt it ſtems to'make, and paſ 
from our Dan to our Beerſheba, « 4 Poe that 
can with'no probability be reſolu'd in- the negative ; 


for as it 14 not to be” doubted biit there were in Ju- i 


dex 48 great ſinners as: thoſe ow whom the Tower 
of Siloam fell, Luke 1 3. that thoſe' who: have hi- 
therto &ſcaped have an equal ſhare in-the provoking 
cauſe. of -the - Judgment : So _ that great un- 


ar awing 


ear toberivald in the glory of our ruine," be takes | 
«s in bis own hand, murks us ont; as he did Phara- | 


rn 
-. FOR firf, bas he yor as Moſes peaks, Deut: 32. | 


41." whet-his glittering Swords ? Nay, has he nor . 
© moreover (in the Scripture ſtile) made it drunk with 


ſenfibleneſs many of ns ſhew of what others groan | 
_ amder, ita very ominous abode ; it being not only 
' # dungerons ſ[ymptrone, but a probable. means of 
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Araning that calamity to our ſelves. When God 
ſees we-will fuſer nothing by way of conſent and ſym- 
pathy' with otheys, "tis but equal we have our part in 
4. more diretF. and immediate infliction, and feel 
nhat we would not compaſſionate, Thucydides 
mentions -it as the effet# of the' great Flages. at 
Athens, that it had extinguiſht humanity; brought 


| #n 6 hindof ferity and barbarouſne Een 


dring them openly villanous to'men, and blaſphemous 
againſt God; 'S86y poEO- I a v0pwruy voteOs tes 


. «Fepye, there was no reſtraint of law or religion, , 


ane part ing deerate upon prope of ther da: 
ger, The other. preſampruons upon the contemplation 
of their Eſcape 5 and. ſure if we look impartialy, 


"OperaMion:... Theſe compalſious which the novelty it 
Tow at firſt gave ns to ſafferers in this kind, ſeems 
now quite extinit ; ſo unconcerned are we grown 
#0 every thing that touthes us not its Our inarvids- 
dls, as. if 'we owned no relation to the ſpecies of 
mankind, though backt alſo with that cloſet 'tye, 
which the ſpiritual cnet has {i overſeded 
A pier indication of this may, I doubt not, be 
collefted (as from many other circumſtances, {o 
particularly) from the great haſte has in many places.” 
been made, to lay aſide thoſe publick Humiliations 


and, Interceſſions which were recommended to us, 


4s well by the command 4 Authority, as the com- 
mon diftreſi ;- but have been cait off without the 
ſubſtraition of either 4 thoſe motives. Whether 
we are duly mindful of the aMiQtions of Foleph, 
that eannot afford one dey iti a moneth' for 4 
A 2 olemms 
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ſolemn reflections on them, T mutt leave to every mars 
tOnſcience to. br eg "Bux + ſire we are no leff wanting. 
'to our ſebves't them i in this ne let," the office be- 
ing nolef defioncd for Antidote than cre; to prevent 
The- judgment mhere It '# pot, than"to' remove it 
where it is';. and if we will neither deprecate on” our 
own behalf5; nor intercerd « on others; we'are ſure as 
bra nr, 4s uncharieuble, _ and'vhay Juftly eget 
the fatal event of both. 

 I'N the interim, Althe wh the preſent reſpite ow : 

dettraftian, and our own deceitfnl he 


arts fratter Ws, 
and ſay Peace, Peate" we” have all Feaſon to 2o0w- 4 
clude that God: i not attoned; the get and hoſtt. * 
tity goes 0h, & ant his hand'is ſtret e&out till, : : 
'8. 25." \ And"ſo indeed we find 5t in other "di wal 
events: "Slaighter we know 35 not the only eff 
War; whith 24 it ae ors the lives of many, | blaſt 


'the ſupports and Joys "of more. « This tonfe bly kd 
befvr 


bo iltty 5 96 fd wil exp Ten of Bat 
The land is as the Garden'of Ee e'them, 
bas bebindthena oh olate wilderneſs, avd ou} 
"hath the” Lord. of Hoſts, "the great "God of ' 
bartel- ſhowed hinſelf mite ty ag ain# "as, he bas in- 
'vaded' as not only with Sword, bit "FI RE: and in 
fo" fiiipendions aur ae lated: rhe. glory of "our 
Lad, "that 0 humune" fu wry could: have prochred, 
of even have wifht the liks vaitation. und" ruines. | 
"That City which'was great among the PD, 
2Ad* Priniteſs among the Provintes," Lew. r."r.. 
lies buried in her own Aſhes; and 5s both Funeral- 
lar 2hd'\ Uri to her felf; ahd what neither foreign 
N_"_ enemies Ol in a « urceſſon of 'many 
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judgment worthy of .God 
. ſure {uch.was this, which both for its greatneſs and 
irreſift iblenef. does well own its Anthor , and ſhews 
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ages effett,,  one-bla#t of. the breath af his diſpleaſure, 

Plal. x8. hs performed ina moment. So verifying 
even in.a literal. ſence. the Apoſtles affirmation, 
Heb. 12.29; that our God is a conſuming. fire. 
Plutarch..zelfs ns when. Fabius ſackt Tarentum, 
he. zook: not. away. their Images, \ but ſaid, aroMeto- 
pho Tvs Fevs Taearrivos xaxorvpÞur, Let us leave 
the, Tarenrimes.their: Gods that are offended with 
them. ...'7 3e.0ur Calemity to be fignally under. the in- 

dignation.cof ogr incenfed God, which in that great 
Captains judgment. was.  ſamewhat' more . dreadful 
than the wor. inflictions of War: For what induſtry 
ſocver. has been uſed toentitle either the. negligence 
or:deſigns of. npen unto our overthrom,. yet ſure never 
any judgment had more-legible marks of Gods, im- 


mediate hand-:.. ſuch. «s. ſhew. he meant. to .revenge 


w -» 


The chſs of be former gente methods: tht ſo 


++ . 


y the: lighter. correft i. 
ons - wherein | he. dallied wi 


h. them, might find « 
"Wild. 12.26. And 


ad 


his. wrath. was accended to very exceſ{tve. heat,” that 

os poured: out it ſelf not only like, but. in Fire, 
PO WO TORT Ge $1 wy 

"1 SHALL, not here fume the Politicians part, 
and weigh the. detriment. we have ſuſtained by it in 

our civil intereſt,” of which perhaps nothing but time 
and experience can give u# 4 full eſtimate; 'It rather 


ſuits my deſign to obſerve mhat relates to our ſpiritu- © 


al concerns, whilſt..Gods dwelling-places were in- 


volved in he ſame raige njth ours ; hic onn peculiar 
_.”-- Ag portion 


"P H E PRBF ASE Fu 


portion not exempted, but as the Prophet complains, 
'Eſ64: 11.” Our holy and beautiful houſes where 
our nope praiſed him'are burnt with fire : This, 
thon eh s leaft confidered,” is fare wot the 
rey 7 4 pint ance, hud" only the feenes of owup 
lexury,” or our fraud beds Ueſtrojed, Ft might have 
| fent 15 with more ferooney to the plates" of uy ded 
wvotion, and we might have frequented Gotfs hows 
ſes the better, , for, being deft itute of our - owh + | 
but "when theſe alſo are ode fare o of the common 
hep, "tis 'T Fol i timonsal that our very Retigiow | 
_ rovoking ; That that br piety which 
we depoſited in our CHURCHES, only to' make - 
ſhew with on hojy-days, ' ſerve "only '*' m_ i 
rhe holy places, 4 ind renaer” them ſo poll 43 
quired no ogber ur reation” than that "of 
Tis, we know, not. 3 ſince hoſe manſions facred 
#6 the Prince of Peace, % JOE eVen I» the Me v 06k 
wious ſence, made "is NE for "Wis; biit yet 
more ſo in reference! 70 ; / __ ire, mhich 
fet the Nation in com Fonts "whethn Bat fra = 
Fire which, ſome of our Natabs and Abihu% intro- || 
anced there, ay not, (even at this diff ance ) have 
done” its part ro the iravies down. thit"FY R E. fron 
Heaven, I leque to their (Grions reflet ion, -/ - But mes. 
ther the H pocrite or 'zhe Seditious mu#- in +4 | 
the guilt of this raine:” The Atheiſt vyes _—_ wy 
For alas, what oath God" do with T 
thoſe, who pay him no warſhip? Or why) ould [he ho 
thoſe yorils ' monuments remains among them, to 
iohom all memorials of him ſerve men &s occaſions, 


es incentives tO blaſpheme him i ? They have "fe 
aid . 


4 


"_ 


 THdB (BBEFACEY © 
far with oledn Job, Depare from forwe de 
ſire not th TW Aly DAS 5 ae 
T1% 7 *« X. [aza:Cvil): totateithem 
at their _— #774-710 \langer reſide. ag rig 
avoedly diſclaips\ bi A 1 I 
AND this, ts. mach, za *te fee ared, —_ Fe x; 
partemt-of this di{mal -94ſtation ©. me. byow men. uſe 
not to deface th © hawſes, where they intend to #inhe 
cltag ol LONNe Ny I pop 


= 6 res 
ceaaeh mo i #ce. 2-40. 
X at #71 $74} jJ 2&4 
"BUT rhaps. 4h IT to. ſuch PRank - 
dab hing; 2 im ts fo: withdrawing of. himſelf.is bus 
able: cs (heir | Wes, 4. kind. oF, quitting | the 
ta: if; o rather matter Of C ac 
| at regret : My 'tis tobe confi dered Tooptoomy 
1 aporher. preſence. of God. that. will 3nfallibly Succeed 
this 7: when. he removes, that of .his grace, 'tisto 
be way for phat,of bis anger; like + Philiſtines 
ball.know the God. of 1 io; is among us by his 
1 Ty one x Sam.+5507 to.make- 4. yet more dread. 
| ful compariſon, we Bb, like the damned in Hell difs. © 
cern. bis preſence\ only in the- punitive effetts of it, - 
and read. his wearneſs in our ſufferings. And ſure 
this will be but 'an.ill exchange, even.to the profanett + 
_ Ws thoſe that have wmero deſpiſed or : loathed. 7-0. 
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Follies of too many among us, \ lopk-as'if we Erin 
Fa _— miſepits, ſuner; "Muſick 226: the: diſcorden 
founils of their groans," and our own: laughter; and 
emulated that = ova, barbarity of Ner, who-play. 
ed ivhile Romevarned??Þ is mentioned. by the. Pro. 
pr te pre epoiterous thing," a\kind of \impio! 

\ under” hd menace: of: Judlgane nts, 
Thos Nh thes *Lord,-a"fword;: a-ſword, ,iv:is 
Iharpned arinksiffrs Tang nghaes, -i6-is furbiſhed 
that? ic: mays glivter;;- ſpoutd we Then make mirth? 


 Brzk.2r. ;Þ> YO." and certaimly it leff befits ns Es | 


whom Gad mrurTA HaF Fa oy $0 nk his 
FA 


oe” Tay ria praneovimneg 
mam to yet inflittions,' " 
ſe hve wt tg enough ron 


" Lotion prundd;crs ramen yrs 
=  Elayi 245-895 79% 14," In thatdaydid\the 
Fordcath _ ”: 2rd MOurnin , andi\to 


\ baldneſs; and--zotg irc © with )th, : and 


behold jo ind} ladnels, '\Oxen. and killing 
Sherp, oe hilh-end deinkong Wine; ca 
and rinking tor porn I d ye: ,Upom 
which follows that ſevere denunciation : Surely :this 
iniqui ty ty ſhall not be purged from _ till _ dye, 
Of yy ep a tiniFnye is this guilt, that "tis as laſting 
as aur lives, and like the fretting leprofie in t 
houſe, Levit.14.45. can be removed by —_—_ but 
its diſſolution. 

'O then let us not add this to the hos of our other 
provocitions, miſt ake impudence or a” ns 
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conrage';. and frantichly de 
we are: ſure we cannot refift : but ſinte-it has pleaſed 


God even\inivrath. to- remember mercy, let us tran- 
Fc %is Copy, be #d. kind: t6-08r ſelves ts he has 
£18087 Career. as he has done in 


£0:ws,. 
Foot poet "madly. affect 
and Gomorrha, as to farce bim-$0 deſtroy t 


went, 'Eſ.'1.95 which; alone. diſtinguiſhes our de 
| bat! rather take pattern. from: 'Ninevelt;' cry, ; and 


» huniljation, to our pray+ 


c htily to: God, 70 
eu _ roferinion. ok fi led. could we be. per- 
faded to "= this with: the fame ſmmcerity, and nai- 


| | it may be-withthe. ſame ſuc- 
ce +=" ew woe: go Jo _— ne” 6 ta. 
the zecending, as induſtrionſly bs ng to the: aps \ 


peafing' of of Gods wrath : —_ allwho\ have bag 
ng aiſa_ their tears. to 

them ;- as there woold. rx 10 Pe nn 

at" thei preſent, ſo wy i toe prom wa 4s great 4 Geme- 

rality of weeping ones" fi 

s tranquillity here, as may calmly cortvoy us to. that 

tmpaſſible Lect where:all 'tears| ſhall be wiped 
our-e 

death, nor forrow,-n nor crying, Nor; Pos rem 
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| he c age if Chriſtian Reli teayfenaradig jet | 
wet We 64 


Fade fo Prins exemplary: ertue and Sanity; 
- Hf E holy Pſulmi# gives it as part of the WY 
+ Chara&eriof Pious pexſons, and there- 
© withal a deſeription of their felicity;Pſa; 
9s I 4 That they ſball bring forth more fruit in theiv 
Age: and what he thus obſerves of the members . 
disjunQively and apart, reaſon ſuggeſts to be in 4 
Ws her and more eminent manner appliable:tothe - 
whole body united: And itbeing as well the miark- 
bs be Guiry of every ſingle Chriſtian's grow 5# grey 
1 2 Pet. 3.18. we may by all rules'of Proj ion cont 
thide,” that the colleive maſſe of ſuch, the whole 
Sk by tl time near ateained to the meaſure 
p Lg be fulnefs of Chrit, Eph.4.3.' And. 
indeet t af inference, that;whi 
the wes 4 Randfirin® tis impoſſible to ſhake the - 
concluſion, the entire body muſt neceſſarily aug- 
entianſwverably -ro'the' growth"of 'its ſeveral . 
. part And if we ſhould fo fat ler looſe to ſpecula- 
tion as to forget our'experience, if we meaſure 
' the effe& only:by the power and energy of the 
cauſe, we ſhould ſurely be as far from btin 
the premiſfes alſo. -Chriſtianity'is in itſelf 'of 
prolificka nature, ſo apt to impregnate the hearts | 
and lives of its proſelytes, that it is hard to imas> - 
_ Sine, that anybraneh ſhould want a due fertility ; 
that is engrafred into ſdvigorous a ſtock. | 54 
=” Ill>.-24 F ; 
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FOR firſt, in its ſpring and original it is moſ#: 
ſupernatural and divine, derived immediately; 

' from him, who had nothing more of Man than. 

\ be purpoſcly aſſunied todraw us the nearer co.him: 
as. God. He it was. that diſeminated. this do- 
Etrine, and that in order to the purifying to himſelf 
« peculiar people zealous of good works; and: certain- 
ly his choice abundantly jutfies its. propriety to] 

| oa end, and his deſcent from Heaven on: that: 
errand puts ſo venerable. ſolemnity upon it, that: 
though his deſcent were very aſtofiſhing,. yet \it/ 
will þe much more {o, that it ſhould fail of the des 

+ AN-D indeed did our Faith give us no chue to! 

Jead us to the Author, yet its compoſition, would Þ 
(k/it to be of no humane extraQion, its pre-! 
cepts areſo excellent and refined, To agreeable to} 
the more ſpiritual part 'of our temper, 4 7. F 
as to. foreſtal, ſo to cleanſe. and ſublimate; the” 
more groſs and.corrupt, as ſhews fleſh and bloud' } 
never revealed it. Nay farther, ſo effeftually, prot 
viding for all choſe advantages to mankind, which 
the wiſeſt of mens laws-have.in vain attempted, 
thae, methinks they all land” before it like- the ? 
wiciens before: Moſes, and by their impotence” } 
tacitly confeſs it to be the finger of God. 'T were : 
too large a Theme to confront them in the ſeveral : 


inſtances, let it ſuffice to obſerve one which has @ 
common influence: on all ; and that is the-imma- 
culate c/eanxef# of heart, which Chriſts, and only : 
Chriſts law requires. This is the only proper bejis -1 
_ on which to ſuperſtruQt, firſt innocezey, and then / 
TOTS vertge, | 


"1 


*” 


a” hs 


”—— -— —— 


« 


vertue, and without this the moſt rigid-exaQorsof 
outward purity,do'but tranſcribe the folly of him, 
who-Pumps very laboriouſly in a Ship, yet neg- 
leas to ſtop the Leak : or the worſe'tyraniny of 
Pharaoh, in requiring Brick without Straw :' {0 far is 


1 ; Chap. i. Chriſtian Religion, Kee. 3 


it from a ſeverity in our law-giver, thusto-limit 


and reſtrain our thoughts, that it'is an atof the 


{ greateſt indulgence : by no meats the laying on @ 


new burden,but the furniſhing us with an E 

to bear with eaſe thatweight which otherwiſe the 
ſtouteſt 4:/as muſt ſink under. And were but this 
one precept ſincerely conformed to, it would not 
only facilitate but aſcertain the obedience to all 


$3 the reſt.If the f/f parks of ill were quencht with- 


in, what poſſibility is there they ſhould ever break 
out into a flame ?: How ſhall he k:# that dares not 


" be angry ? be Adulrerons in att, that did, not firſt 


tranſpreſs in his deſire? How ſhall he be perjured 
that fears an oath? or defraud that permits not 
himſelf to'covet ?-In the like manner all poſirive 
as of vertue are but the natural effeQs of the in- 
terior habit. Where the love of God is ſeated in 
the Heart, *twill operate in all the faculries, 
keep them in a buſie endeavour of doing accep- 


5 table ſervice: when feer is planted there, it will 


break forth into outward reverence and duty ; 
and fo proportionable *rwill be in every other in- 
ſtance. ?*Tis therefore an advice well becoming 
the wiſdom of Solomox, Prov. 4. To keep the heart 
with all diligence : but then it is withal the work 
of him who 1s greater than S9/oor to teach us 
how to do this: for «nleff he keep that City the 


watch- 


4; ex RAISE ep a6 moet”. OE TO x2 Sees as 


—_—_— 8 
{bit Sts 45. di 
I 


4 ws 
ini . y i Po. f 4 


4:j LYAin. I beans; not.t! 
141 96} 1ll betray hg ruin,: 


{awaur-of death unto death.” Now. 
of.! Paficht and defence, Chriſti : 
Schogl,.:and-therefore-moſt-fitly: 

all: he: RESET * 


$ py elle -ncies, T0av is it imely-pr eflion 


wr: is $96.8 : nent. and prigeiple 


Fe: Part: enzoyns themat! ; 
> {0.j Fadvantagy my 


the fameend.. 1 int 
ys awe conlider. Hh -nature « To the ;. 
tgp es ſed;. we ſhall find they-are not, ;grols 
nd carnal, ſuch; as-may:court and.-gratitic the be 
part of us ;: but. ſuch as-are. proportioned ;ta x 
upreme and leading principle, as fealt a Saul 
uit with.the-capacities of arr Intelligence. | il 


ana the-Goſpel tenders to, its votaries,/ 
either relate tothe, parz#y, or peace of rhe mind.i 20 


this life; m QF elle touts C0! ler wer eiihereaſe k 


And tho h,'tis true, the. ody.15 Dot W holly. uns | 
Heted, though the addition of-all: temporal : 


: neceflaries be promiſed, . yet even thoſe arefor.the | 


Souls fake, either to ſecure it from the fin.of foli- 'þ 
citade and diſtruſt,:or to preſerve, ita ufeful.in- * 
ſtrument for the others ſervice. Andas. for the | us | 


 tuxeglory in which the body, i iy te to. partake," vL1S-t0! | 


er) Feta fleſh and bloud cannat inheritir; 


th t-lo; of carth winch now $0 ages 1 to gorrups.. 


tion ; 


« "a4 
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Chapt Chriſt +a Religio), &c. | © 
tion wult be prec muſt be. calcin'd and fpiritu- 
aliz:d ;-and th 


tus made-glaripus;. be elothed upori 
with-Glory. '- So that in'all the Goſpel diſpenſati- 


ii ; - ory ; 7 _ . 
Ely On: there, is no proviſiow for the fleſb, 'its-luſts and 


ſenſualities. And then ſure there cannot;-be a more 
unanſwerableargument againſt porr' ae 54mm + for 
it;than:to ſee it left out of God's cart.::Indeed hid 
we propoſals of a Mahuinetan Paradiſe; were we 


ned toexpe& our blifs only in;the atiating our appe: 


titeszt: might be reaſonable here to whet them be- 
fore-hand; to ſtretch them [to the; utmoſt; wide- 
nels, or:in the Propliets phraſe, #0:4:large our dei 
fires a Hell,] ind by frequent antepaſts excite our 


+4 . guſt forthar profuſe perpetual meal. Or werewe 


ly! ro-have'our portien-in: this life; toienjoy an 
uniaterrupred. affluence. of outward: comforts, 
*ewere but- good; busbandry to improve; them to 
the BOURAN the Wiſe mans Fen nm Rong 
ceaſe to be Irony, | Eceleſc 12.9, Rejoyee Of Z 
man, ana tet a ear chear thee in 5rd days NE 
youth, axid walk in the ways of thy heart, attl the bebe 
of thine Eyes. Had we only the. proſpeCt of a Ca- 
naar, {uct an eternal "nffertiance as'2 conquerings 
Sword could give, as the. ſalvation! of a Foſb»s, 


© 
» 


h y | and the affluence of milk-and/hony couldproduce: 


*rwould. be no wonder,if we never voluntarily en- 


M1 gured the thirſt and famine of the wilderneſs, bur 


be always, as they, deſiring meat for onr tuſt, pro 
jetting 'the. gratifying thoſe deſires in whoſe re- 
pletion we: placed our bappings.. But when, our 
Religion makes us' no ſach'tender, when all its 
Kope are of another make,inviretothoſe Diviner 
| "jt B TL Joys 


p”:- __ Þ» "The Eharatter of Chapin 
joys of which ſenſualiry-has no capacity or taſte, 
What pretence' can we have: to cheriſh:that-heye, 
which we muft wholly: be deveſted of hereafter? 
'Thofe: mimaterial felicities 'we expe, -do' natw 
rally-ſuggeftto'us, the neceffiry. of preparing'out 
ppetites;arnd hangers for them, withour which 
Heaven-cin be no Heaven to us: for ſince 'the. 
leaſureof any thing reſults from. the:agreement 
between-it-and-the deſire, -what fatisfaCtion: can} 
F crpugrs ia 5 wag \give. unto'a- Carnal: mind 2 
las, what delight would: it be to the, Swine td 
wrapt.mfine Linnen,and'laid in Odours ?. his: 
fenſes arenot gratified/by;any fuch delicacies, noy 
would he'fel any thing: befides the: torment of: 
being' 'with-held trom''the: mire.” And: as little] 
phcency would a-brutiſh Soul fing/iw thoſe; 
r and'refin'd pleaſures, which gan only -up- 
. impoſſible ition:phancy ſuch a'one aſſumed! 
tothoſe Frobgons, his phnſiire ſure would: be :as. 
little 'as his preparation for it was. Thoſe eyes} 
which have continually beheld vanity, would be; 
dazled, not delighted: with rhe Bearifich viſion 
neither conld'that Tozzwe, which has:accuttoms! 
ed it ſelf only to Oaths and 'Blaſpheniis, find! 
Harmony or Muſick in a Helelujeh. ©? Fis'the pe-: 
euliar priviledge of the pure in: heart, hat ar 
fhall ſee God 7 and if any others could fo invade; 
this-their incloſure,. as to take Heaven, by vio-} 
_ lence,” it ſurely would be a very joyleſs poſſeſſion} 
to theſe men, and only place them in-a'condition] 
to 'whichithey have the greateſt averfation and; 
- | | Antipathy,} 


be 6: 


} __ © Chriſtian Rehigianz&c. 7 


otigetin So that holidels: hete , tis. not only 
ary'to the. acquiring; But the' enjoyment of 
Ali hereafter: And therefore unleſs'Men -will 
contrive 'to'annihilate their joys, |and: affe& the 
thonftrous riddle of being &-tbrinented in-Heavenz 
they cannot but from Gin Sprir rack of the: 2 
mites, infer a ————_— g thagſatres, 

and being capable at FAY innoceinh-Ge 

joys ;'an ſk char oalyrcta oc Gel 
oedlice here on Earth, thie- Obligation 'theretd 


©4 tnuft needs be very. preſſing and ' indiſpenſable; 


Alid as the inatore of Fe meciniſes direas ro 

ſo does the grear Gem pac value ehcour. 

and animate. - Hope: is! mw grons  exditer oftin- 
\ and\'as the objett+ Hope is more- or 

- W=15 qr; 25-brs the endeavour more j=#ex/+ or 

J 9: ; this groundiws muſt conclude 

# the Chriſtian s all reaſontb be the moſt indefa- 

# tigable, ſeeing his expeRarions are the" nobleſt 

x and moſt» choonragin®: "That they are-10;' we 

'4 cannot but acknowledge, if we admit of -the de- 


I 0) ſcription which: the pirit' gives : that: Pirie 
73 which as he ſeals us'ro it, {0415 himiſelf the-earn-. 
4 eſt of that:Inheritance, He inthe Sabrad Seripe 


tures his drawn up a Map of the Counitrey which | 


"7 weare'toenter :' And ſure we thay fa of iftagCe 

p leb and Foſbine did of Cavan, Numb; 14.7. the _ 
01 lan is an 'txtceding good land, For firſt, if :we 
*} conſider the Nega IN advantages it has,” ws ſhall 
4 find Date wan aſence of all che Ills, deſtruQive 


} or affri glitful dnto humane nature. | There ſball 


be ”o. more demb, mor \forrow, wor crying, nov" paing 
B 2 CVE s 
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| devourer;cand' ſpares: fot life it ſelf..! Nay, thoſe: 
little 'refpzres which: we) have from theſe are ſa 


- all thoſe: poſitive excellexcies whichitan\endear:tW 


faddenly vaniſh, and leaye the-poſſeſſors to the 


| Ged, Rev.22. 3.. and what can he want who'pol- 


, 


6 EE Ih, The Chanacter of Chapit: | 


Reveh; 214 4. :Here alas, :we are infeſted by all” 
theſe; Sorrowm:and: Pap, prey and' infult on all. 
the comforts of our lives ;; leave us:not.a Gourd; 

which-1s: ciot:; like: that-;bf Foreh, ſmitten with. 
theſe Warms :. and then'comes Dearh, the grand. 


embittered by unpleaſant expeQations and Preſas. 
ges;thatweare Senn: art: afflicted: in; pain. 
without a diſes/e,andin death in the midſt of /ife1 
and: then'a State:exenipted, not only: from” the 
an 14] but:the Fears of theſe; may well de+ 

n with appetite, -./; i 
delign'd for.our; reward, a: 


rve;tobe lookt 
-.BU T:Heaven 1s 
well-:as:reſcue, and; therefore 'is adumbrazted 


recommend.: Ir is:a; Crown, . and::that: not-of 
thorns, ſuch as our Savionrs was; :;and:flich as the 
more; affetted Diadems of the world oft-prove un» 
to the wearer ; but oxe of. Glory ;, noris that Crown? 
nor that G/ory like our /«b/unary ſplendors, which 


greater-obſcurity-and contempt.;. but, tis permes 
zent, ſuch 4s fades not away, 1 Pet,'5.4.: or in 
S. Paxl*s phraſe, an eternal weight of glory. But 
to give: you its more comprehenſive. CharaQer; 
Ys a being with the Lord, 1 Thefſ. 4. 475; Nay,. tis 
2 poſſeſſing even God himfelf. He. ſhall. be. their 


ſeſſes-him'who is all things? 'How:can he fail of 
the. moſt: raviſhing delight, that ftands befor} 
him in.whoſe preſence ts the fulneff of” Joy, and 4} 


whoſe 


Chapix: © Chriſian Relizion; 8c. ” 
whoſe'right haud are! pleaſares, and thoſemot:fhort 
or tranſient; &ut for evermore? So indefeatlable is 
oyr eſtatein:thoſe;Jorsz that if werdo mor dike 
mad prodigals ſelbit in reyerſion,' weſhalbwhetr 
we are once inveſted, bebeybnd the pothbility of: 
fl husbandry;\ not have ie 1n-our, power: tovnndo 
our ſelves: >Now ſurely:theſe are:great and pre- 
ciongopromiſer ſuch a3: may well<fuftain the 
weight'ofi thatcinfereacetheri4pofte: baitds: upon 
them ; andiengage: us to cleanſe our: ſelves from 


| all #:hizf both of feb arid:fpirit,” and:to perfect 


55] - glorious aprize annext to the victory, and will it 


dreſs tothat: Principle which is- confeſtlyPredo- 
minant —_— + hs the love — 
catinoty14erthe love of our;/efves .may+ conftrain 
gs. _—_ it'thenaffront-and. Date the en- 
vicementsbf fin, >when:we'compareiits empty va- 
niſhing:p{ze/xres-withthoſeſblid and durable joys? 
What a foreftalling will-it-be of Satans:markets, - 
that:Gbd!bids:{o-miich fairer for us;; offers us- 
that-tortiduicly-bis. re3Te Trayre cor Sncw; all this 
will '[-giye'\(could he 'make- ſuch a whole-fale) 
can bear:no- proportion; and how then ſhall we: 
ever barter it -away for thoſe little petty commo- 
dities he'Tetails to us/;'-0r make any. other reply 
to bis profers,, than a ger thee behind me Satan? 
For alas !can we: remember that we are cand:- 
dates for:a; Kingdom, 'and yet retain the abje& 
- fpirits of feves?? Do we expett to reign hereaf- 
ter, : and: yet depoſe our ſelves before-hand here ? 
ſuffer-every. the. vileſt luſt to rule over us? Is fo 
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it. -n0t; animate the fainteſt. heart; and: "Feeblol- ] 
hands: oe hat. Lions can we fea | 
in the wapiwhicht e 1K notS t 

ne -ca Io! 
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f WO ATY Hen tonkn IF 
Crit? hav! byes. Ondains 0 
future Glory; oe drptt ho ae gen herey\becorp 
»egyeitt there. Nayard'w >ſecated 2-H 
that ſeqds uxbut«ro-rake; | 
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Ee ous 'Whileww makei 
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99 1 any means hurt them, 
Sl IE bur like-the 
aid breaks ground;in: order to0ia:more 


titul:harve ad: yet we are: not 'forw ihe 
turned off to thar- reverſion; as-to have nd.ſup-./ 
_ plies for-the preſent; for: belides thei comfort of. | 

ſo;great- and certain, an -expeQation in another. 

| fe we .have promiſes/alfo for” his.” :Evemnof, 

ſe internal ard ſpiritual fatisfaQtions: whiclh [ 
_ attend the preifice of pirty, -* The feaft of 2 good . 
Conſcience | 
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Cole ce is the true, Chriftians daily dier, and 
atever: the rich/ Men! of the world-think; 
= ws can be ſaid tofare! delicioully : . nay; he 
has yet-inore {uperniturg/ f00d , ' Manna rand 
ts immecate froin Heaven: the: Holy Spiris 
rpoſe co refreſh-and ſupport him 7 thoſe 
ow ihe rather inidegree than Kind,frorm 
= ;are-to-berthis final -portion-!+ And 
the: Sos not-be:tov much-incomniotied 
herchouſe-of clay; there iF proviſiot made: for 
thus alſo; :ſuch :neceſſavies; ſecured to! the body; 
ax'may-keepiit' in Tenartuble repairrt; we: have 
Ehriſts exprels,\prodmiſe.for- it; "that 29 ohe that 
(ethrabt :Xjnig dom of Gtd"awd (his rig ror 
theſe things ſhall be added ©rifrmot: CPE 
which-may-bppreſs #hd doad; Crenderihnhadres 
thir:the/T,ontb than Manſion of the: /an})yer futh 
as mayrſuſtaih and ſupportus:i and ſine: /tis;caliei 
todecrdewhich is the/happierlot,: Tn ſhort, we 
are fitreiedougtitodefrapthe charge'of rHhidt voy: 
age; ivinch-lands''us af Ecerubl dre :''And 'ter< 


" tainlyhe-tmiſt beof very { 'or-queralous 
tat, hat ſhall -deoun-epon Textingrour, ot des 
16t © Fr | 


.+fA0NeDrias dinrorenibtvulte of the Pronis 
render! clrerymoſÞþroper clgitmlare ton 
tives: th ' tiene; fo af. we Tdnſider the manxet 
bf propotititg;? we: ſhallfind-them-in that reſpeh 

yr oro tyccontributivevto! the? ſane rend; © For 
arceltarandexprefs; nor'wrapt upin 

rx aeen aiſle, wherein'Men muſt 
roman Their: _—— TA as their fath : but 


revealed 


—_— — ——_ — 
ME = "The Chracter uf © Ehapay 
reveated?with that plainnefs, that ?cis'1 ible. 
mo any whokntws bur theletter of the to. 
jgnorant:of :the>Erernal reward it ſl 
"ol {herein the differenge*belongs to po 
above alſ-other Retzgrons, forme whereof have 
Menſo muchrin the Bavk: \tharmanySef#; am 
them have defiied theimmortality of theiSoulza 
fure. they''were but faint encouragemients th 
could/propoſe/unto thar-y2rtue which was'top HA 
riſh-with them; YWharſhoutd'animate:them to. 


Fr” RS raters ori ras Choo 


1g paſſions, <eradivatin 
cerne$no ewatts Or flaitielets /alhrd: *T iStrv 
Indeed;'werrve. is in ther {lf 1 perfetly/amniable}. 
though ſhe: bronght#no\dowry; 'but eter. 
ſhews-usſhe has: not.many Powitdfavers: and 
he eg, Ae theny wander 
ail how bac 


gautkex uv ore: ficdtivcaegas err 

to pradpaons watts SE 

their: tions weter very: an re. 

Ee Heath nh gs mr their. 
we,” that the: Epithetto ader-velohg 'd: 

þ=cenar or the ed hefrebit abs efr 

was a reward fit for {nat reyurgab= thoſe: ambi 

ous Oracles conſulted. ! !praportic 

to ETEs theirhopes CC Renuts 

of their Vertu: their. Pe eveit ovetwhelmed 
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andeconfoundedbycthe multicudesd? rheir Dejrizs3 
nayywhich is yer. ſtranger, their Gods themſelves 
ſeem to:have beeadoſt in; their fown;.croud'welſs 


in. fſure:the:4rbexiazs would never haveinſorib'dan 


Adtar:to the.unhzomn God: and indeed: their off- 
| cds were generally fuch, as Ge hate one 
of their Worſbipas 
bk opiate wt To 
which=the :convymon! rr on mer no cane: | 
tancs; [{uch as:were torequire a OG 
by! nat:being undetftood 5 12 cirehough 1s 
nddaiy eos ot of: :thas ſpirit-and 
which :cofiſtitires: theverre of devo? 
eligh = hatamwre:rhawthar 
z Many; of:theie 


; > being; but iz of:the 
{t >Dices ny es Didaj Karypoaroy Fontan ; 


nals on: an plan 65 % $34 os im _ ſt wy Js; 'L 
i ASito the, : RR they .derivedicheir | 
light from'/a \Fountain, were uiider the 
Eir=ry 
' might be \uppo&d to have hada an- 

to that c— .from whence the Low __ 
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| wry ro the: conſcience, and che: gives the gea- 
Ancn-fal joyning, that-they ſtood only in ENDS 


the cleagling 
Rr axed 
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own. Alornl direted to the flouriſhing-of eheir 


dither whereds -apyin roey3carg 
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- oo EEE than 


oy nay mucives ” 


1 ne enero in yn adv 
of goddidv/ill;-\dutaccording to theit 
ey towards this they oftcem'd Re 
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2B UT-Goltaspr ovided, \as-the Apoftte ſays; . 
| goo better ty $.for . we, ho nw 
Hmade a bet ws by Witieaz,hut has eſtabliſhs 


yevel od ons, Gt th abr; "but: oup:Ferams 

ewes the eve ET and-weall 
*h-opet rings the glony 
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Ne ; tle al chews 
tag cn the mobs 'the Loja,, than! thisalſacancs; 
'Fbas vheir Uaboar ſhall not bes. im waik inthe 2Lond; 
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pers 


| Eons -ais/dour 
poscormaer know: not, but:Jure: it: would;not 
| Een, our indftry, which in all: inſtances 
weifind tag intereſt:' and where that:is 
Lid | otherwiſe 
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part.of the benefit that their labouriis:ſuperſetds 
and pleaſe: themſelves no leſs'in/a: lazy/beg 
thana full enjoymeat;*\' So that) indeed: 
circumſtance-of the:promſes; that milk: 
wy reſt, _ bars ryoor : ri bh 

e producing/of* gaod 1ife;; foriadmnt the yay re 

FN never #6: Dedievrzmd: pirind fok hole 


v 
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expe never: {0 


_ kind; never ſo greapandtranſcendent for degree; 


and theſe alſdrepreſented to us im the moſt clear 
and convincing:manners:yetifithey be:rtendered 
not as objetts of our: chaire: bur the:certaintyof 
our fate-felicitieswhichwerargonly:cdacerned-to 
enjay, but not to:acquire, they'may makeus glad, 
but'fturely not. diligent ; it- being: but a+ cold-19- 
ducement to; any undertaking'to' be aflurd-?tis 
perfeQly needleſs: We have therefore all reafon 
| atelt advantage towards '\wer- 
te, that God hasWlinkt our hopes and our duty 


_ gether. And indeed when we conſider the great 
_ dilptoportion; between: the one 'and the-other ; 
the infinity of the reward, with the deſpicableneſs: 


of the-/ervice: we-mult reſolve that he had no 
other deſign in making his: promiſes conditional, 
than to: engage'us:;by-our intcreſt to that holiref, 
to which he ſaw our inclinations did not bind us :. 


that it was an artifice of his /ove to enſnare us in- - 
_ to two felicities by propaling of: one, enforce: us 


to take one good in the way to another, 'verrue in 
pallage to glory. : SITS: | 


AND Jndeed who would not think this me- 
thod ſo invincibly efficacious, as might gt 4 
t F the 


ed iris chid_ 


& ate Charatter of Cyaxd | 
thoinevaſiity: of any/ other, 'but 'God-wht under): 


fants'our ; thoughts before; Pſat.' | 
frafper! th that norvieanding is he propolis 
Cates, there would be nites and: Gaditei; 


whowould ſer up their _ on thisfide of Jordeal;' | 
fo-intent onthe commodity of their Cattle, is ta. 
of the Herd; ant 
* Thar there would 
be:men of ſo-ignoble, rs kar tempers, as 
none 6f theſe: I Ee anlf boi abee og ta. 


becontent themſelves to 
become erg rg er 


draw : Gel egy ned 1 ther cc 3, 


@vrtinres who will not be ec wb that ue J 
perfely” unconcerift it __ 


ſtion; mbo ſhell ſcent unto the bill of | 
uh Lad, Pd, may - reds 
among us cap dwell wit Wert ine barabngsd | 
Off formidable 4 kind are thoſe menaces;/ us! is' | 
fufficient to awake:the moſt drowſie ſtupid: — 


who think themſelves: 


who. 


and ars moſt apt to operate upon that par 
their tetaper, which evacuated the'gent Es 
| thod:: that very ſenſuality which mage ther de-. 
ſpiſe Heaven, may help to enhanſe/the dread of 
Zh; the lack of adrepigf ware will be' moſt in-' 


ſupporta 
day: thoſe flames will be: yet. more' ſeo 


thoſe bodies, 'who "ſtodious cemioacies £57 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artificial tenderneſs 
_ tothe natural ; nor will the gnawing of the worm 
appear: more intolerable toany, thr thoſe who 
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_ make it their buſineſs! to-2ye- pits Taws, 
g or ftupifie that Conſcience whith'would iow 
 monilh, but-will' there rormetit:”: And wheti 
to this is added the perperuity of theſe pains, that 
the wormiſball never ae, the fire:neves be quenthr; 
certainly this puts ſuch-an edge' by terror. 
as may'well make itjn-the 4p hel &, got | 
and prog ſearching even 'to'the:divitlg 
dex of the Soul giver fon the Joynts rear 
when we are aſſur'd 7har the Axe is thus laid ut 
the root of the tree, and that every tree. that brings 
xot forth good fruit muſt be hewn down'and caſt" into 
the fire; we ſhall ſure be warn'd #9 bring h meet 
Jos: of repentance, and fly from the wyath to come. © 
BUT becauſe neither invitations nor threats 
car avail-with thoſe who are os oy invincibly 
Gr" to' apply them! to- theſr-bendhir : ' fine 
the mo ot wt prize, the moſt formidable dan- 
ger, is nificant'to him, who wants wer'to 
run unto the one, or from the other ; it has plet- 
ſed God tb-inſpirit and aftuate-all his Eva neel/- 
cal\methods, by a concurrence of ſuper pared 
ſtrength,” makes it not onlyeligible but + poſſible; 
I may ſay eaſie and pleaſant far us to do whatever 
he commands us :/and notwithſtanding our'natu- 
ral debiliry, makes us through” Chri#” which 
ſtrengthens us, able to do all things: 'by his Spirit 
he prevents, alliſts, reftrains, excites, comforts, 
convinces ; gives grace, and adds to that the hap- 
pier largeſs of a will ro uſe ir, and knowledge to 
diſcern the want of more: infuſing to the Soztan' 
ardege thirſt of greater powers,and readier means 


Rs 


is ſure a more Goſpel-like promiſe, than! thar it 


- 


ſhould be too ſtrong for them : ſo violent and ir- 


£#* 


reliſtible as to: commit 2 rape. upoa. their Spirits x. 
ſucha mighty. wind as drives them headlong apon: | 
Fs Indeed this competency is of all ocher pro- 

portions the .moſt incentine to. induſtry.;. we.ſee! / 
in Temporalz,. $00 little makes men deſperate, and; 
too. much careleſs; and certainly *twould be the! 
ſame in Spiritnals: but now when we have ſtock. | 
enough to {et up with, and that too'of (0 gempec. L 
Vvable |} 
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tue among men, theintroducing the: tree, of life in- 
to:the world again, and ſoformirig us a-Patadiſe 
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1 finally difſeis'd ? For,admirwehave not the Picty | 
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vable 'a nature; that is capable: of infinite /ad- 
vancement; and yet on theother fide no leſs ca- 
pable of 'total:decay -alſo, 'it being given with 
this expreſs condition, that npon negleCt it ſhall 
be withdrawn : .So that our own loth may make 
us poor;' but nothing elſe can keep: us from being 
abundantly rich; What .can ibe imagin'd . more 
animating to diligence and endeavour 2, And this 
bein# the condition wherein our: Chriſtianity. has * 
placed 'us,*added to the former conſiderations, 
will beyond exception or: ſubterfage,. . evince 1ts 
perfe& aprirude and firreſs: for the-End to which it 
was aim'd; the Planting and:nouriſting all trueVer- 


of our :Butd 
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evenamidft the-briers and thotns 
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The Chayatter of Chriftian-mens Equity kb 
their multi; lied failance bor from the rude: of that 
holy profeſſion, and its genuine effet. | IN0I-> 


' N+'D..now:who can ſafpe& thata cauſeſo 
' rightly diſpos'd, ſhould mils of its effet#:? 
': "lk . That this: ſo: 4uſþicious: Planer ſhould be . 
counteriinfluencid: by: any malevolent Star? Or 
that '"whar has ſo. many tenures in. us, ſhould. be 


to 
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to be prevaild upon by the reverence: of the 4u. 
-thor ; _ yet the excellency of its compoſition does {0 
 muchrecommend it to our reaſon, that wemuſt 
put off the beſt.part-of our Nature toevacuate 
the force of our: Religion : nay, ſuppoſing us-to} 
have done that +too, to: have : ſtruck: our ſelves 
out of the liſt -0f-Rationals, - yet if we keep 
bur the rank of Animals, 'ifrwe have:not extin- 
' -Suiſhr paſſion and ſenſe, it deſcends even to them 
addrefles to our hopes and fears with. moſt impor 
-tunate ſolicitations, © and” convincing motives; 
' So that unleſs we'have the abſurd ill luck tohaw 


much of the Sroick, -and nothing. of the Philoſef 


-pher,. *ewill be-impoſſble to-refiſt:its impreſſions; 
oe] ſure he that contemplates this, will beapt 


{with ſome confidence to- conclude Chriſftendomitifl = 


be the Goſben of the world, nor only in reſpe&a 
.its /ight, bur of its immunity from all thoſe Locaffi 
and Ceterpillars, . thoſe ſwarms of mean and ford 
Vices whichboth cover and devour the reſt of thi 
- Earth. 13, =4 SIRE" i 
BU T this muſt be the inference of a mer 
contemplative;.'a Recluſe that converſes only witli 


his own meditations: 'For:let him be'ſ{o much /« 


cular, as onceto: look abroad,-the:moſt-tranſþ 
lance will ſerve to unravel all his hopeful ecu 
:{ation, and ſhew him that Chriſtendom mayibe 
much Heathen as: America ; >W hereas- tis ofiath 
faid;that ilbM{zprers produce good Laws, we have 
reverſt the Aphoriſm, and our good Lew has intrc 
he mp wagon IIs Our holy fait 
- which like a foundation. fhould ' /apport goo 
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wotks, has like!a gulf /walomed. them. up. And 
ſo univerſal adepravation is there among us, that 
we have: ſcarce oy, chang leff to diſtinguiſh us 
from the moſt barbarous. people, but a better 
name and worle vices, - 3 4 et | 
.A;N D- here, what texms.of wonder or of grief 
canbefignificantenough to-expreſs - or; to: bewail 
ſo ſtrange and.ſo: perverſe degeneration;::that-the 
light of the world ſhould:thus darken it; the /a/s 
of the earth be the:means of putrifying and cor- 
rupting it? That thoſe: who were by Geddrawn 
out from the Heathez world, ſhould ſo outvy; the 
Gentiles crimes, as-.if they .had forſaken. them, 


only: becauſe;they were too innocent? This indeed 


is: 6ne: of | Sztexs-:ſubtilleſt; ftratagems, -- to.: 611 


y Chriſt's Cawpthus with his. Sou/dzers, -by whoſg 


inteſtine treacheries, he has - been. more #rinms- 
phax than by-all his open. aſſaults and-'9vowed 

oftilities. | What a late Srates-man. ſaid-(Pro- 
heticaly, if we may judge by the event } of: Eng- 
laxd that it was a' vivacious: animal that. could ne- 
ver die except it kill'd it' ſelf. is no leſs trugiof the 
Charch,- which has always, been; invalnerable 


4 w + 
- by 


ot-its own' quiver. /-; Of this the; Primitive. times 
were' pregnant: teſtimonies, ' where all-the; moſt © 
witty cruelties; the -moſt;;bloudy perſecutions, 
never: made any breach: in her ;;;But theſtogd- fir- 


'i _ all darts, but. what-.have been takeniout 


wd mer for all. thoſe -batteries, /and-like an: Arch'd 


Building,. became;more {trong and; compact, by 

that weight which was deſigad'to cruſh her.; But 

the Vice of Profeſſors undermines her very founda- 
£4 = C-2 | 


tion, 
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tiok, amd "does as'\much «exceed the deftruttbiienf. 
of the tmoſt- hoſtileraflaults,” as: inteſtine 2recche; + 
79 is more. ruinous and fatal, than eg wie." 
kenepi: 5 (3 1 2 ? 1H 

AS long as "che higu, of Chriſtians! were: the 
tranſcripts of their doArine,' they rendred itivene-: 
rabletoall; and' 'igave'a preſumption. there was 
ſornething' more'thaw humanetin it, that: could” 
work ſich figaal efe#s, 'that-could4ſo .transform 
en a&t0 rake the #da/terer chaſte, -the' drunkurd 
temperate, the coverour liberal; -itic contentions” 
peaceable. ' This,” this was the-way tO \adorsi the: 


dottrine of God bay Saviour inal things, © as\the. 


_—_ 


Ap te rakes T#.:2."16; '*And'then therulcf. | 


tbarftries direfts-us toconclude very: diſtant: 
fiotwour-now ſo: diſtant pretFices; that our 'wery! 


reljentr ſhould par partakoof-theinfamy of 'our lives 


owe 507 rather a} es wy "iniquity hag 
TIT > DEED be ſ: $0 i i 
£ THUS: is ChrgPtwounded jvcho fiouSof | 
ds and'\has* more” reproazhecaſt on ' him 
choſg0fwe: profeſhis irame,”* than by the loudeſt. 
blaſphernies of thoſe #hat5oppoſe iti” Por. when 
thoſswho have :not'opportunity .to-examitieour: 
1 ſees the enormoulheſs of - our" works,” what: 
ſhould*Kinder chenr” from 'meaſaring the Maſter 
bots: 'Tt'being ſcarce imaginable that” 
He" Sech of men” Thould "fo! whiverfally-ran 
bohnde toall pra St ans of -their profeſſion: Por. 
let any*/ober - Hesthew look upor Chriſtendom, as. 
itis at#his dap weltring in: the Flow, not of Mari 


oo but War, and: will it 'be' Pm for hint 
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ths ee Es. antes. 4 


to think. it owns * SY on rs ; or kan 
who: ſo pg lly do thoſe outrages'they: 'are 
uwillins, to: Giſſee, roſcſs ahaioges = the 
Royal : Law-of: Love thy." neighbour' as thy ſe 
Fan: 2.8; \Carn he Jeecthe wiotence and) oppreſii- 
.ons,.:the' frauds! and | undetminings, i<the: bukie 
{eramblings for \ittle parcels: of Earth';-and yet 
believe: wei count".our--ſelvegiffrangers: and. pil- 
grimsin-it, 4adhave laid up our. treaſurein Hea- 
wer? Can heob/ſerve the ftrange and, almoſt-uni- 
vetfat diſtortion of ſpeech,; wherebyut- has lpſt-its 
native property of 'being re prerer of | the mind, . 
. "and under: #mralrphble words:{00 far exhibits the 
Babel-confuſion;: that! no5 man! underftands':ano- 
thers meaning?! and/cawheliwaginewetihaveiany 
ſuch Preceprsycas iLye-nott.owe 1o\avorher;''oriany 
fach: punaloryon the: infringe; agexthofions fron: 
the new Fernſalers? Shatbveihetr our! God men- 
tion'd more frequently and earneſtly ig-onr.041- 
precitions thatrogt” prayers;7and every partofour 
crucified Sarmour'recrucified in our horrid \oarhs;; 
_ And«ſhall- he: not” chint? that) his\ſeropd executi- 
oners: bear.-himas! little reverence» ashis, rf; 
Oc that he has given noſuthi'tommand! as Sear not 
at all? When he: diſterns ſejfpreſervation'bow*d 
toasthe SupreamLaw:; Can he ever dream of ano- 
ther fo-inconſiſtegt: ob1ig arionras that fans lv 
e 


the Croff?- Or that: ufſerivg for! rightemdſnef: 
45-ane of 'our! pom Fe NR ES Ne | 
_ run{fffrightedfirom1t;:;that'o crime, perjury, 
rebellion,” niurder,- isblock'enoughiin'oar/way to 
ftopurflight?-In fire when he! conſiders how 
THE . C 3 "5 0 


b 


wy ws TT Thar ether T” Traps. 


much-of; our - buſoaſk; It- is, firſt to excite,' and? £ 
thento'eloy-the fleſh, -£0 ſpur it- on to. riots'even” 
beyond i#s0wn propenſions, that the: whole year 
is butonemad carnival; and we'are area not | 
1s mych pon defireor appetite;' as by way ofex- | 
_ plaitandbravery ©: When T 'fay he. coaſidces his, 
can he:poſſibly gueſs-bur / 1»ſtitution direAs'us 
beat down the - body, 0 mortifie: the; þ with | 
affett ions. and, xs oh interdiQts:.us:all rioting: 
drunkenneſs, chan "oaird- Cadabſ,: wow: 2 
proviſiow farithe ito lk Yiltht tuftrthereof 2 Ger. 
tainly all ruleSof ;fcourſe will direQt-him-to the” 
quite icofitrary : concluſion. And when he ſees: 
2:5et:of men that have enhangd the/common hit” 
mane/pravity,..bewillbe apt"to infer their Prins” 
ciplesh legs cg them the improvement; And; 
poſal-he: wanted i not) tempration to 

hs Opronain faid, Lef my ſouk be with the” PAS, 


SIX ND) while we:thus miſcepreſent our holy. 
profeſſianto others; liviwill be no wonder if we 
nally: dviit toon ſthucs; thatwe forget its made 
,-abd.look: on her' only in'the ugly dre/r our. 
eshave put on;,-antthar- effeQt ſeems already 
| rooulſble amongius?\ Our: lives/have ſolongcon-: 
fed thar we- triumph over: it as a batfled | 
thing;;.:and like; Amon, 'loath:ig becauſe we have 
Paving: and defi dit. Many of :us take notice of 
the better Morals pf. Tarts and: Iwfidels not inre-. 
proach; of-our ſelves: but our Religion,  ahd be- 
cauſe;we-have ſo many. Lepers, think-4benah and | 
on wm better thats all the" waters of "hip 
this 
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this 'is-openly in the mouths of many, but is ſo 
prodigiouſly irrational as well as unjuſt, that one 
can ſcarce think it -poſſible to be in their hearts; ' 
unleſs they be purſued by the . fate of habitual 
lyars,,. that at "laſt come to  perſwade them- 
lelves; orion lc ts, | 19 
CERTAINLY. there is no other parallel 
inſtance wherein men conclude ſo-perverſly : He 
that ſhews-a man; that precipice upon whoſe 
brink! he. ſtands, - that -intreats, yea 1mportunes 
him to retire from the, danger ;- nay, bribes-him 
with .the, greateſt rewards to chule /afety, has 
doneall-thae can: be- expetted from a friend,: or 
charitable: man : -And#if after -all, the wretched 
perſon-loadvis'd; ſhallcaft himſelf head-long  up- 
on-ruine; afſuredly:;no I=queſt: would return his 
mutrder-in-any;other ferz. than that of Felo de /e, 
And why,then ſhould our Chriſtianity be accus'd 
of thoſe-ills whichicatc; would! infallibly | avert, 
if -our x rr -wauld: permit-1t.?. - Indeed! the 
id, thatitſcems-rather deſign'd as 
an artifice of diverſion,. a ſprout- of that -firſt 
fig-tree which-was to hide the nakedneſs of lapſed 
Adam. .\Men: think: it; policy-;to-transfer | their 
ults;..andare williog,. the vzo/erce of their luſts 
{hould-paſs for the »ppotence of, their Religion. 
Like Wrogy lar patients: blaming. their Phyſicias 
for thoſe all, accidents which they, know owing | 
only .to their; own unrulinels./., A pregnant teſt» 
mony of the, reproachful nature of;ſin, that men 


are content; to betake themſelves to! the- moſt 


forlora ſhifts to avoid the. owning it; But. the 
C 4 p ' CON. - 


while T»fide/o are modett'in their reproaches, look | 


* Wwe / 
- 
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conſciouſneſs is ſo preſſing and intolerable, chat 
. wittymany'3t drives on-to' yet higher outrages* 
'tis-not *enobgh for''men to- 'decry their Chr | 
 anityas a feeble! inſignificart thing, -butithey loa 
iteven with contradictory imputations, and that} 
which ſometimes they call zhe fooliſhneſs of p. reach} 
ing; "tobring} it'in ſcort arid contempt, {hall at 
another be ſtiled-an Arr and: #rch to: bring'it intd 
" icion-and hatred, be arraign'd for ing 
'deceit, a-projet of impoling-upon credaloug 
fouls: and gainin real advattages to 'the mani 
gets while chey'teed the filly” Proſelyre;with i | 
cre 'How-ground oſs a calumnyithis al 
it appears\from the fanftity/.and eminence ſin 
ieiry/ ok Chriſtian: Rel dy whictt above " 
- xcludes frand we falſhood; '{d alſo 
cſignments' and aimy"of 'ts firſt promulga , 


TS who as they cannot/d&l '1dexterous 
enough tolay: tba ſeengofitaking By _— | 
way e: viſible 1acqueſts were 'fcour 


ments; /4 erfſecutionsand »Jeatrh.: Efchis 
boi the caſe ld indeed igoineartoreconcile | 
| thebefore'mientioned-contradiftory mputations, | 
whilit the impoſing -upen 3credulous' :{uls ar this | 
dear rate; Wonld\be in'very: deed-rhe fooliſbref 
of Prearbing,-the' greateftimadneſs in theworld;. 
Memn'of common reaſon would be aſhamd/touſe }. 
fuctyfrivolous cavils/s,-but whocan* without hor- 
ror- hear 'them fois) rofeſt Chriſtians? > That 


upor! our! DdArine'only-as erroneous!” Diſciples þ- 
thould' be :bitter: and) Charge it-as' infidious'and | 
s Jeri 09 Es rreay 6 
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treacherous 2 Thus-does the 'Church experiment 
 the'truth of ther 'blefſed Lords' Predittions, and 
finds het foes ave +thoſe of her' own houſe :| And 
though ſhe be Chrifts Dove, yet is ſubjeted-to the 
far of the Viper, and has her-bowels-torn out by 


thoſethat ſpring fronethem. © 5) 2 Ih. 
-- THESE are the growing conſequences'of 
reſolute impicty,' he'whowill not be kept within 
the bounds ' of ' duty, Heldonn! contents himſelf 
with *that bare" violation: He not only. breaks 
rhe 'bonds' i ſunder, but' caſts them away too"is 
impatient they ſhould keep a' reputation to up-, 
braid him whenhe has robb/d themiof thepower 
of reſtraining him : And hs ſure is the botteotiof 
all that Yeep reaſoning; by which men have/earnt 
to'arguethemſelves and others 'dut of their Creed * 
And'thoughthis be indeed the great Arcanun, the 
Philofophers fone they aimvat; yer they have met 
witlvagothet good experimentby the way*:''And 
have,byT know-not what Chymitr9;extrated a re- 
puration-out of theſe moſt tnapt* materials; (He 
paſſes for a conſid ing! man\rhatdifputes prin- 
ciples; 'and is thoupht-moſt to/own'his rea/o# that 
leaft owns(hisfarh'f And them twill he ho wen- 
der ifehipſucceſbaniimate} atid\give then not'on- 
ly:eonfidence; bot Vanity to/fvow what” is thus 
creditable; 203 ROFL INI ROI 4 * of HELEN? 
''IND'E'E D' Satan is too fubtlea managerto . 
iole thisadvantage;/ and the event fadly ſhews;he _ 
1 hasindtnegte& oimprove it;a&appears tor on- 
5+ lybythe humbervf ſich 'pretetidersvato reaſon, - 
41 Þutevenby theirradvancing? ro: higher” degrees -n 


Us 


. 


; 
The: voluptuary who likes ' his portion. in this” 
world, and fears that in another, js at firſt only: 
prompted by his intereſt to. quarrel the /a/# 4r-" 
ricles of the Creed, and ſo in- his own defence” 
denies: the- life everlaſting ; But when he- finds! 


his neceſſity made a vertue,,. and himſelf ftruck;# 


intothe repute of a wit ; upon-that account 
doubts not, his fame will:encreaſe with his ir 
religion, and--{0; proceeds ſtill to unravel: far; 
ther, till at laſt heleavesnor-ſo. much as 1 bee; 
heve:in God: That many have advanc'd:{ofar is! 


tog evident, and by ſomeſo own'd, that they willÞ 


—_ his--charity, that: ſhall hope. better- of? 
tnem#.-. | | 1 


on 


TWAS once the #riumph of infant Chriſti-| | 


- 


ity, that it ſilenc'dall the Heathen Oracles, and: 
within -a while. demoliſh'd* even. the Sywagogue; 
too; But. alas, -its mature age:gives us..that-ef-7 
fe&in-a moſt. inverted ſence,. jt .now. has ſerv'd 
to{uppreſs even. the common notions of a, Deity,; 
turn'd out the 0xe as well as the: i/-2za»y Gods,:; and 


inſtead. of - Poltheifts and;;Idolarers has made: 


Arhesfts, and'that which. Chriſt tells us was de-/! 
ſign'd to perfet#+ and fill 'up the Lov, has by the. | 


ſtrange pravity.;of. its profeiſors at once;ioblite-. 
rated - both: Law.;and , Lay-giver out of mens. 
' minds, . thereby exemplifying the old. Axiom, : 


Cotruptio optimi eff pefimas'; andthe Seint as..well | 


asithe Angel, it -he deſert. his. innocence, ,.com+.. 
mences-Fiend-and ,Dewvil.. "Theſe are ſuch: fad; 


| ſuch direful- cran{mutations 'as/-excite .not -1o. 


much wonder, as; grief and: Jamentation-; ARG + 
s - py | at |} 
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what Rivers, what Oceans: of tears-are- compe- 
tent to bewail ſuch unutterable evils ? 
THE removal of the Candleftick is ſo formi- 
dable a judgment, that the threatning of jt, is 
us'd by Chrift'as the moſt awaking menace to 
*} the Seven:Churches, Reve/. 2. 3. but the remo- 
- 33 ving'iitby our: own hands is yet an enhanſement 
T4 of tharhigheſt calamity ;- when men-arecome to 
ay fich an-inſenſate : obduration, that: they court 
8 their Plagnes,' become their own Liiors, and 
> make that-their choice which is their extremeſt 
8s puniſhment, they are certainly too ſecure of that 
7F ruine they callfor': And may we notfear it ma 
3 prove gerera/, and'involve us all ? That while fo 
" many cry outtobe deliver'd from the :Chriſtia- 
nity as their/load and prefftre,” and {or few expreſs 
their difſent to that: demand, God-may' in judg- 
ment grant it,” hearken'to+ thoſe that" cry londeR, 
reſcue his Goſpel from'our profane and>impious 
violations,':and give-itto' others that may bring 
forth the fruits of it. -/ OHNE AL} 
N OR- is this to be fear'd only fromthe expl/t- 
2 cite importunities of the blaſphemous; ' for it is 
C'7 interpretatively the vote of:many others ;- who- 
e:'} ever give themſelvesup tothe dominion of any 
55 luſt, do #»plicitly renounce their obedience to 
, 3 Chriſt, andſay we willinot bave this man to. rule 
ll'] over ws. - And'when' he is thus' depos'd from his 
R.j regalanddirettive power,iwe: have reaſonito be+ 
$4  lieve he wilt deſpiſe a' mere” tirz/ar foveraignty, 
4 
tC 


not ſufferthe SceptEr of his'Word-to'remain as 
an Empty Ceremony among thoſe, who'pay it wh | 
| | | rea. 
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real obedience: nor 'be 'again cloath'd' with 


CA 


"Purple, crown'd, and ſaluted King to advance thy 
triumph ofhis ſcorn and crucifixion. + | 72 
iz NOR: will the fawning Profeſſions of the de} 
'. mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate; this Fate 


He that makes. the Golden Scepteri "in Chrillf 


hand, a:rod of iros in-hisown, that: thi nks ki 
_ Szintſhip licenſes him to all 'thg ſevere-cenſurgy 


Dn.not only: as'a Rebel,'but' an Uſurper;too, and 
150f all-orhers the: higheſt provoker..+He that 
$rampler under: foor the 'Son of God, ;does ot 

> much viplate him, / as ihe that pretends to erclt 
hima-Thrtne* upon bloud' and rapine; on + pe 
jury. and-facriledge:» Nordoes he that: accounts 
the: Bloud: of the 'Covenant: an wnholy:thing 1M 
much-profane it, as: her that uſes'it.-as:a /armiſh 
 topaint over his fouleſtJuſts. The Apoſtle has 
joog! ſince told us, there: i5 no . comcord betweel 


Chriſt 5nd Belial,” and can we think-he will-bt# 


patient thus: to: be made-ſabſervient-to his ene 
my:;?- Or ſuffer his A#6 to! be ſet for:the:/uppart,; 


which: ſhould be | theiconfafion ' of \Dxgor ?:: DoJ 
we:find him: ſo ſeverely upbraid -the hypocriſie? 
of the Jews, \that ſole,» murdered, committed  adub} 


fery, :and\ ſwore : falſly, and; yet came \and: ſtood bei! 


fore bimiimhis hdwſe, Fer. 7:9. and ſhall we-hope| 


he/willcoondveat! it in, Chriftians?2 Was it. into« 
lerable profanation in' them: to- actoupr his houſe 
agen of-robbers, 'and'ſhall-we be permitted 40; 
make ito? They are: fentta Shiloh to) read” their 
_—_ | 


and the yet ſeverer (becauſe more effeQtiveJi} 
pppreſſionsof others, the: is certainly-to:be lookif 


own # 


Io 
A \ 
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own'deſtiniy,” and ſurely we are as likely.to' find 
ours there too 3 .to' be deprived of thoſe advanta» 
ges which we have {d unworthily usd': Nor can 
we expeCt, that though God cauſe the natural 


ates Sun to. riſe; ftill as well on: the evil as'the good, yet 


3 on thoſe. who will on 


a that tHe Sun of ax oat 5 ſhall continue to ſhine 
y -bask themſelves in his 


Rays, grow Athiops from his neighbourhood ; bur 


638 will notworkby his Aghr; i , 

= 'W HEN all this 1s conſider'd, what a ſad 
a8 abode does it make ? When the bla/hhemies of the 
Profane, the /ex/ualities of the Voluptuons,' and 
the mockeries of the Hypocrite, ſendz as it were; 
daily: Challenges to.Heaven, we-cannot but look 
it ſhould atylaſt overcomeits Jong-ſuffering, awake . 
God ro vindicate the honour of his 'Name, and 
not ſuffer it any longer to-be | thus'proſtituted and 
polluted : that when he-ſees his: light:ſerve only 
# toaid us the more ſubtilly'to conerive (our deeds 
a8 of darkneſs, -he ſhould withdraw it, ſmite ns with 
485 blindneſs:like' the Sodomites, whom he! finds'in 
+ ſuch impure purſuits: And were-that" blindneſs 
4 ſuchas our- Saviour ſpeaks of, Jo. 9.41. that-in- 

{8 ferr'd the 20 in, 'twere adelirable infliction, but 
-Gas alas, it hasnone- of that property: That which 
is deſigned for'the puniſhment can never be the 
extenuationof our guilt; but as-in-Hell'-rhere*is - 
an unhappy Separation of efe#s, thei{corching of 
the fame without the: light, and the-blackneſsof 
night without the reſt : So in this- neareſt ap- 
proach-to it; ' this Portalito thoſe -Chambers of | 
death, there is the ignoratice without the excu - | 
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the darkneſs diveſted. of its native quality: of hyf 
ding: And when we are entredamong: Heathem 
here, we-mulſt yet expect the ſadder portione 
Apoſtatiz/dChriitians-hereafter. |; + + 18 
AN D-O- that. this: confederation might at laſt 
have its proper operation, . rouſe. and awake / uy 
- timely to prevent thoſe evils, which. it will be ins 
poſſible to cure. Thar by bringing-forth ſom 
more gezuize and kindly fruits, we may avert that 
aiſmal ſentence, Cut it down, why cumbreth it thif 
| ovraſes --That'men. would generally lay to heat 
oth the ſi» and:infamy-of being promoters of :pab 
lick-rnine;;; and quench-that: fire with their teat 
which their-{ins\ have. kindled, that the faſting 
; and prayers, the ſighs, 'and. groans of:the Prim 
rive Chriſtjansmay ſupplantthe profane luxuries 
the carnal Jollitiesof the: Moderz. And that Sack 


become: the #niver/al mods 


cloth and aſhes my 6 
the only \faſb dreſs ;AMONg us; This DLC 4 


Reaſonand Religion ſuggeſt as matter ofour mof 
 4mportunate es ;- would God our hopes wers 
but halfas-pregnant./ 4, - -- wy bi 

_ ©. BUT: the: leſs appearance there: is of this unk; 
_ verſalreformation, the more jea/ouſly. ought everyi 
fiogle perſon to look on himſelf, leſt he be_ one} 

that obſtruQts it : For ſo he. does who ſtays till it 

| bea faſbion; bur negleQs; to- contribute his par 

_ tothe making it ſo. Menare willing to diſcow 
rage:themſelves from attemprs of this: kind, and}. 
with an unſeafonable modelty can refle&t whata 
'nothingone »man. is to: ſo-many millions, when 
alas, all rhat;vaſt Empire. Vice  has-got in the 
off5 : world, 


——_ 
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world, 1s founded in the pravity of ſingle rſons, 


and would cgrtainly be ruin'd by their refortmati-s 


on. The more reaſonable Collection would:be 
that he: that conſiders himſelf but as oze, ſhould 
not ſuffer himſelf to grow into /e/s; to fall from 
that Unit to a Cypher, by permitting {loth or co- 
wardize to enfeeble and emaſculate him :: but on 
the contrary ſhould recofle&t his ſpirits, atuate 
all his ftrength,-and therefore be ſure to do his 
utmoſt, becauſe that utmoſt is but a /ittle. 

AND to thiscertainly there want-not encou- 


-ragements. We ſee in common affairs the wonders 
_ that induſtry and -reſolution-are-able' ro effe, 


and-a ſingle courage being exerted has often with- 
out'Romence, overcome giantly difficulties. *Tis a 
great prejudice is caſt upon vertue;by the puſilla- 
nimity. of thoſe that" /ike, but.dare not aber her. 


When moſt men commit all impieties daringly, 


and openly, and thoſe few 'that..do mourn for it, 


doit but in ſecret, theexample-of the oxeis conta- 


gious, but the other has no means to diffuſe it ſelf. 
Would men ſtoutly own 4vty,: and not like Peter, 

follow Chriſt afar off the mightyet hope to make 
a partyand gain grownd in the world, And how 
noble an attempt were this; thus to encounter” 


- Satan in his higheſt triumph, and: recover a of 


field? And methinks thoſe who have any. warmth 


of Piety glowing wirhin, may eaſily thus improve 


it into a' flame ? Byopnynoar or Th Tipe F ape 
Tny, add to their faith wertwe,' as that nies 
conrage: and then: 'readily- would ſucceed that 


train of Chriſtian <excellencies reckon'd up by 
St. 


2 


- 


The Character \of LYAt Y 
StiPeter; 2 Epift.t.- 6. knowledge, temperante, ' pits. 
 ®riene, Tec and eres onpthble as 
_ there Tolle,” Wrarkirty hindacfs;. dad: the moity 
comprehenſive chariry... We: ſhould be: not onlys 
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And ſtrive to/rendevit as: condemn'd as-it'is:baſe; 
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£1 -on'and certainly, that it has nor, muft be ow- - 
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| ſuch perſons the:Difſciples quettion, Joh.. is very- 


| pertinent, Whw did fin, this man'or his Payents? 
3 Where Men are fo: ignorant, it muſt neceffarily 


| infer their Parents negligence in infuſing, or their 


own ſtubborn perverſeneſs in refiſting inftruQion ; 
but! "is 'ntore; probable to conclude the former, 
ſinceif Children were carly inſtituted, knowledge 
would inſenſibly. infinuate it ſelf, before their 
years: had arnvd: chem with obſtinacy enough to 
make head againſt it > but when by the Parents 
ratnifſeneſs the proper Seeds: time is loſt, the ſoil 
grows {tiff and'untrattable; the /abouy of learn- 
1ng3averts/ their Childhood, and the ſbame of it. 
their Manhood, and ſo they grow old in their ip- 
ngrance, areready to-/eave this world before they 
come to know ary thing of that which is-ro'ſac- 
ceed"ir. This is a common; but certainly,” a moſt 
deplorable caſe; and as it loudly accuſes thoſe Pa- 
rents; who: thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 
drenis-greatefſt concernments, ſo certainly/it-re- 
flefts- not very. laudably. upon thoſe, who-by 
llighring that excellent. Order of Confirmation in 
this Church, have beſides all other advantages of 
it; robtyd them of that happy reſerve,- which the 
cars of their Spiritual Parent had provided to re- 
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ty title, but to penetrate the fall) —_- 
port and fi re Sid 'of their*Chriftianity 
whenthe ave Joh this ſoberly and acer 
having" removed this firſt and moſt general 
ſtrudon to piety, they will find  aſees uf : 
o | favlred by fuch force of reaſon, that they muſtiet 
'N ia i fo Rs or "tl Lives Cc by 7 —_ 
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whole > more that. member. js. (wala 
A ny its Me. ze, the more unweilzy, not the: 
more ſtrong 'it grows; and loſes that a ive vi or,” 
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agl judges 1091; And] fearithecodifiiment:may 
run more generally againſt 


_ of chis /aryars; the rugataivgs.too.; (ar 


"na 


hich i rein is receiv'd oy a Dal commutniation wich 
E 
'TIS Gas $ charge againſt che!Procfl, Melia. 


that they. have been perital jn the Lym, Coed 


£3'238 bicers.up of faces in it ; -preferr'd ſome 
more agretahle parts, a and diſcountenanc'd others; _ 


were not.:o2{:judges.:ofi:the Law, but s 
the P 
a cho been ly apt he Perle; 'E 
choſen: out. thoſe [pfter and more: guts 


dictates. ,which ſhould -lefs grate-.and 
gm .well the-0;/- that makes them have 


. a chearful countenance, bur are.not {© forward 


to deal with: the Wine!which ſhould :fearchrand 
proce Os Phot ear all-our =" 0 
£0 amiſes careſs them, | and in the 
NA derahs kt he « commands ftand by negletted. A 
divinity ingeed fitly F to the devotion 


_ of obeſe tires, which; loves to make-an- offering 


19 God of that which cofts them nothing, and yields 
2. prefertnce-t0: that way of. worſpip which: aſ- 
_ Salvation beft.cheap,: and. at the ny: ; 
but would -Men;gonfider, : they: would find, that 
the commaenas.are the ſuypremeand. moſFeminent | 
part of - the Evergeliral Covenant,. the 'promiſes 
come but .as:hanamaids and attendants ;. an” 
nourable -retinue to; znvite the more refpefful 
entertainment, and it-{þauld -be-remer one: 
1 there 
fore they.have ſurelyanequalright taourregard, 
ally, wheo manys theus haye the Ow” 


© HO a teach oo To 


= a. 
of Do RY to'bind and- re wan their þ 
or mance, And what a ſcandalous: and abfi 


18 this, that when the precepts on m 


Pai 
«with this -ſoleminuy, the-more to command! 
Teverence;- we fingle} out-this one”part of li 
[Train and-/pay:our homage unto it; lay hold g 
the Promiſes, not thoſe that ſpeak danmation1 
\impenitence;//but the other half of them whig 
give. «ſſarzxces of: favour; © And like the: Bexji 
mites to: theidanghtersvf:Sh:lob,. run away w 

m; p our ſelvesof theſe by rape,/'1n {pig gl 
*f all the.incapacities we 1 under; 31 ho 
has ſworn, that no difo lient x _" all 
rerinto his reſt, | £132) wr 
LuTHAT- this is rally: = caſt [06-nln | 
| more chan probable ; :for by what other artifice 

it poſſible tor them, ro reconcile their large:hope 

th their 'no. purifying;;« their nt-ex 
paring of Heaven;-with their wr raps 
'ous purſuits-of Earth ; their ſecure:deper opal 
ori the Bloud of their S*viowr, with their remorſs 
le effuſions'of that of their Brerhren?: Did they 


conſider the inſeparable 'Fomnexion ' between thelf 


Precepts and the Promiſes, *rwere hard for the 
tobe ſonveked, burimpoſlible to'be ſo: ſargsi 
Did the «#c/ean perſdn believe that none but 
pave in hearr ſhall ſee God, if he could beiſo m h 


Swine,as till tochuſe che mire; yet fure he co a 


-notie tobe. rapt fromthence :into'Heavem: 
Eid os e' Drunkard lk che rage of cl 
Apoft ec: excluding : rom F#he 

God, - 3 Cor'6,5x04. if -he bant: be'conteanr! ar fs | 
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critugh to 2xpett th : poſſeſſion o whdth has fo 
ſold, or hop hi romone of his Erutiken ##axtes; 
he ſhall awake 0 glorf . Did the Covetowe extorti- 
on th —_ aa 
ences kembert t iolents ſadll rake, 


peo Fart ; Yd 
—_ when he ſos ire ap} + of it _ 
terrifie and avert. This Was his o/d poliey with 
our frft parents; he dazles their eyes with' the 
liriout, but abuſive propofal * of becoufling like 
Jods, that we tight nordifeern how near they 


hte approaching ban like. Dewids :- _ 
this 
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& and friend- 
cret t9,theimy 
It Promotion, W 
zreater Kindnels ;was, ſolicitons, <0 drocice | 
em: Andas ifthe nine at mankind, 1 1n 0 
had bean roo flight, a1 Zrophy For that one; 


)heirepeats ta 
pos Senor ofolng lenge whi 
j ſpe fra, and As roggerand 


x the morn conkiden 
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ſup lying them, can 'argue any, we on but pr 
tis 11s workthey are about, - Canany —_Yy 
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| be, whoſeeternal-paſtime it will be to. tormefit. 
men, - can really be olicitous of their eaſe ;- that he 
would chuſe' out for them the pleaſanteſt+ paths, 
were it fiot that he knows they Ikad+to' the chum. 
bers of death ? WhenChrift whoſe: ſole buſi neſs j it 
was to ſave mens ſouls, has peeve us'a' arſe 
which ſhall aſſuredly condu& us'uf! nl 
what cart it be bur p renzie 0 46R to | 
the deſtroyer, for. aii' eaſier merhod, or e 
| . moregenrleneſs and compaſſion 1from the Pooh 
Lyo than from the'Lamb 'of Gaportre 1 39 
N A Y indeed this is not'dH1 eouttetbab/4s 
him m6re-renderheſs, bur fidelity 't60': 't&' believe 
him in oppoſitior? to- Wl: the 'exprels: affitrivitiofs 
of 'God 3 and whefi he'who'1s truthit" ke 
told us; that 'exe pt ave ye) pen we”'fh all off ab 
Lake's3; 6. and that withie teſtes ' 0 14 [bell 
ſee the Lord, Heb. 2: 14. to dishelieve- fi 
upon his bare credit, - who' was" lyar-fni!the 
beginning : This indeed is 4 prodigious cofrip6li- 
tion of blaſpherny andfolly ; « ſtrange c contaittel! 
to God, but faral treachery 4968" /elver':\ Bot 
alas !- Satan entertain9 us all this'while butiwith 
a trick of Legerdenizin, and''#s Fugleyt take! us 
befteve we have cut. the firing, which yet'pre! 
ſently after the Pl ſhew us whole ; 10 he perſivades 
us he has thus ſever'd' the Condition front the'Pro- 
miſes, when' to" but grief it will finally appear 
' their union was ##b7v/able. Tis not all our vain 
confidence that can "reverſe the" immutable di- 
vine Law; we ay, *tis true, delude our ſelves, 
keep up our ſpirits high: ; ink ſecure” jollity ext 


2 and 
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and drink, and riſe up to play, and ſo not only loy. 
ter, but revel out our day, till the »ighe overtake 


- uswherein no man canwork ; but we ſhall never be 
able to propagate the deceit, where only ir could 
avail us; to perſwade God to pay the hjre.to_ 


thoſe that :have been no labourers, or give the 
Fize to any who have not run'to obtain 'it.  Ler 


every ..man therefore in a juſt tenderneſs to his 
own; Soul, ftrily examine his hopes, try, not 
how.high they;itowre,. but how deep they are. 


founded ; whether on the ſad or on the rock ; 


" theflattering delufions of Satan; and the dreams 


ofhisown Phancy, or on the. Promiſes of God: 
tarthough all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
Ggdiknows, a multitude of fooliſh Archirefts 


[ | 
c5qe m which miſtake their ground, take that 
va 


foriaffurance, that is not :. And this truly is a 
thing deſerves to be ſoberly conſider'd ; they that 
moſt;greedily catch at the Promiſes, - do often 
embrace a c/ond infiead of the Dezty which they 


{jo eagerly graſp, and thereby think to enjoy, 
Fs obedience, and . not i»ſolent' hopes 


Burt fat 
commend us unto God. The Goſpel indeed de- 
{cribs to us great and ineſtimable felicities ; but 


he that can think this = him Title to them, 
we as well pretend to t 
e 


Has the Zap of it in his honſe : for though it 
mentions them to all, yet it promiſes them to 
none , but the obedient. And thoſe 1/raclites | 
which fled from the ſight of Goliah, 1 Sam, 
17. 25. might as reaſonably. challenge the re- 
wardpropos'dtothe Vitor, as men can pretend 

TO, to 


Br 2 wy hn oO >, 


e whole Werld, becauſe | 
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 toenter into life without keeping the Cammand- 


ments: this then is the one Cr:terion, by which a 
man may'judge of his hopes ; ifthey be bur pro- 

rtionable to his obedience, they are then regu- 

r, and ſuchas will not make him aſham'd, but 
prove incentives and engagements to every. good 
work. | Let him obey as much as he can, and 
then he need not deny himſelf the comfort of ho- 
ping as much as he can too. Bur if his hopes ex- 
ceed this-meaſure, and ſquare themſelves only by 


| his wiſhes ; if he look for Heaven, not becauſe he . 
' 15 qualified for it, but becauſe he wants or covets 


it; this is rather to dream than hope, and ſuch 
whimſies will as ſoon- inveſt the beggar in wealth, 
the defam'd in hoxownr, the ſick in health, oran 
man inany thing he has buta mind to,as compals 
Heaven for the bold Fiduciary. 

I T is indeed like thoſe Lynacies wherein mens 


fancies adopt them Heirs to thoſe Kingdoms 
they know nothing'more of, than the names; and 


{ure the Analogy holds as well in the care as the 
diſeaſe : let theſe Patients a-while be kept dark; 
taken from the dazling contemplations of their 
imaginary priviledges, to the ſad refleion on 
their {fins ; and as God expoſtulates with F/rael, 
Ezek. 33.26. Te fland upon the ſword, ye work 
abomination, and ye defife every man his neighbours 
wife, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land? So let them re- 
cite to themſelves the Catalogues of their impie- , 
ties, and then ask their own hearts, whether 
theſe be the qualifications of thoſe that ſhall reſt 
in God's holy Hill ? Whether theſs marks of the 
r E 3 Beaſt 


WW  . «111, Miſehie 5 &r2fing...\ 
Reafe can ever;rankthem among, the followers of 
| the. Lemb ? And let theſe pas. he Gl bepreſt 
e, retard oof often, tif; by, repeated ed ftrokes 
ey have age good the other: part. of theme; 
9d,: made their, Souls..b ;;and.by that 'Spiri- 


An gh en't 5+ ramping t,one.thing.,mdre-to 
comp cre aha! courſe, and, rhat;is, Dogg apety 
injo, the Wark-houſe, ſernng them really-to. 


: hes 
100.:..\And whey. they bave done thus; 

hey ave vet 161; hopgs,,amd then may ſafe- 
ly.;eaſſume. rhem.:; "They prong in-wich 
allanrag 59 theifirh { pougts and are that:in: Jo« 


we: yed away Þy.;confidence and 


-rteſs. _ reality, w] hichaeychen Webe only 1 in. 


fox and imagination.” ol on ah 
AND now.: would God men: would once: be 
a beth Eb, ;.that they-would not 
L: lok Ws we deceit, ,:as in, the Prophets 
phraſe, LD to hold it faſt; that they veal 
Has pro. and, phantaſtich Images-be+ 
Fae pea AR ubſtantial Fellcicies and prefer that. 
iope Which, wi be ſure to ſbipmrack them, before 
that which. will .be az Azchar of the Sowl,- ſure end 
fedfaft, "Hebs 6.2.9; and if this {o reaſonable a 
propoſal maybe embrac'd ;, if the World:ſhould, 
as the Spanzard ſaid, but riſe wiſe one, ,aorning, 
what a deal. of dead merchandize would: Satan 
haveupon his hangs : *: Many of thoſe they call the 
EniorenRls PoRtrines Wane want vent, which 
are 


IN 


tual. Phlcbotomy,.cit Mperd. their ſwelling: veins, 
ave the gv & haguineso-hwr conftitytion: 


Rk $1 boar, Finn iTk Pl fear and. trewhling,gwhich | 


Z anliqs ew beevery'n 


avg! mnt mts of th 


- duſtrious to avoid the neceſſity" 'of 


; the Blond, { 2t1Þt 


. 


= fron Parent Ooiration.. EW 39 


grelnbw' _ of i his Ritih 
Winleeh ake, "no" paiiot* tiny 


doit for hindfelfoi wh 

reſt 3'- whether "they _ 
woll;\thar Þ 1268 well ?e? 
Mhthanders wird "to cit” afunder 


Mite? Or the fiwordof the 543 Ps PEA 
theobedfentevFChrift? Ththe former, we m Ne 
peathe fruits df fiich wile all that lic WG 
meſo which S.: Puill® deſctibes; '2 'the' ER 3p Je 


flibj"Guli4i'vh bp eetibG8 9 E rags that 


hy Phecept: —_ Goſhen) er: hg Ar - wr: 
the promefes.onfy; thar't t 

Ae ele ara | + orR Ny inn fiatire 
aridheroick Geerofity ; that thaſe' FR are Hin) 


Fe 
#ice, will make it their free-will-offeri If there 
ſhould happen ta. be rat few Kt: Ms 2 
gratitude ; yet'ris certain, that is not our com- 
mon mould : few /men' will Be better | than they 
think their intereſt bids them be, and t RF 
fret principles \ate"da \ Sethinaries ih 
bertiniſm : and *tis mens very. importaittoficern- 
ment not to admit .them. ' Let nat. if n' their 
p_ afpef recommend thein Fr 
be lell'd' with v6o}/ thine ; 
which iis -_o'tEfreſh t] fer 


fu6of be [ye 'noft 7 


'QnilG: [ E 4 our 
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ous cars in nw IN to __ = eo our; « falves 
t moderate,”; equal temper, whic ngs 

£ Jyolchy- Souls ;; and ſince. that. is: the: vigalleſt 
which is Boren -by exerciſe, ſer roour buſi- 
ri f our-{+ elves dilig fly-1 In all thoſe du- 
ties. the, Go aapes exqdts,- and then we ſhall' not 
want ſuch an hopg as.may warnqur hearts, keep 
usin A chearful ation, till we come tothe 
EO: fruition of that Erexnel Salvation which 
hag fromifed, #04l{ them, \and only them. that 
And till we: tabs thus, til} we conſider 

as, wel W at: are to: do, 25 what we aretqre- 
ay #3 there wil |:be no hope of reſtoring Chriſti- 
anity*20 fs native;vigour : we ſhall make it evaps- 
rate all its ftren th 1n unſig nificant hopes, convert 
it 1atd. Air, to. bear up our Bubbles, inſtead of 


"D- 


= og : een we. ſhould build mere 


Wo andeley real iter. 
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ration, may, fairly ay ſubjoyry'd 
of char advertengy, pbk 1S1m- 


Þre 

tence.unto rightreg/on, hut tegds1 indeed as much 
F5any Nog: t9 the. WORN the Wfign, and en- 
; | feebling 
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feebling rhe force of our Religion : ſuch: cloſe re- 
ſerves of deceit and malice have men to'their own 
Souls, that when they quit oze ſtrong hold of Sa- 
tans, ?tis only to retreat to enather.- When they 


' are not ſd brisk and Aerial, as lightly-to skip over 


thoſe precepts that lye in-their way, they are {0 
groffand-uawary as _. fall- at them > if they may 
not paſs for Straws and-Chaffe, - ſuch: as every 
blaſt of vain confidence may blow away;they ſha 
then beimproved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come ſtones of ſtumbling and roeks-of offence: z 
and when they are call'd-upon to Conſider them; 
they do it in ſo perverſe.a manner, as if they 
meant to revenge themſelves on: that unwelcome 
importunity-; their conſideration is worſe than neg- 
(ef. They look into-them infidioufly,” not as 
Diſciples, but as Spies ;/\ nor to weigh the oblige- 
ingnels, but to quarrel-the unreaſonableneſs or 
difficulty of the injuaQtions,. nor-to- dire& their 
pradFice, but excuſe their prevarications. . - 
FROM this unſfincere kind of inſpeCtion it 
is, that the Preceprs have: got ſo formidable ap- 
pearance with many, that they have fallen under 
ſuch heavy prejudices, as' to reſolve them intole- 


| rable yokes, inſuperable tasks:; that this Canaan 


is a land that eats.up its inhabitants, wherein 


 thereis ſolittle of enjoyment, that it ſcarce affords 


a being, Men count a /ife under ſuch: reſtraints, 
ſo joyleſs and: uneaſie, that it differs from death 
only, by being more: peſſfve. They think Xeat 
like a He&#ick Fever, ina ſlow, but certainly fatal 
Fire, exhauſts and conſumes the Spirits, _—_ 
| | cation 


_— Arryfnr: | " Chap. 


| nn 2 i oe nd 


fication ace ——— macerate ant decay t1 the 


eo Aad with ne, which them- 
Ghteshavconju; +men' run frighted-from 


ny, elect him aleduis: Ialupporrable; or -at | 
leaſt grievous, ito be-bora, id therefore 'as ous 


Savionr lays afche!:Phatliftes; will wor eouth it," n0 
not'ſo muchas elnieidelnfiatoty. fits ers} Max. 27; 


| 600300 me ur irrempt m—_ on. indeed 


they.ares7 
che aheneaathink hiakienrtopin ions;/'and 

thence: takeout an ; Arik: Record and: Patent 
for ifloth; fancy:tho journey 200 long; for them; 
and therefore: it filly firft: call» Chriſts Com 
enandments: grievour,. andthen i improvetharſlan- 
der ioto a, muwmumnifion:;-abfolve rhemſelves from 
obeying than; Andiumleſsrhey may have the 
Gatetolife.cut:widerz'made capacious enough to 
rcdwe themwith all: their lufts about. Wy 
will ngver to enter. 1t,.; 
233; BLICF; aft Avicke: palarkeeſ5 Havi/chafiel i it 
rm char difficulty; ſhall! pals for exouſe, !yet 

untaineſs'may' = 95mcl ane tobe as deter4 
+ ones;3 kris own decree will retort 
the he-edſt ninouſly . on:7 himſelf, and-men may 
plead: it! a5-1their diſcharge: from all thoſe ba 
, drudgerigs; #hoſe 'tyrannous impolitions where: 
wich he Jeads:'them.'! 'Fhe Drunkard' imay expe- 


rimentallytef:frim the: pan of an aking -head, of 


an: overetiarged /ſtomach;: the rvize of a waſted 


Eftate, andclaim a diſpenſation from. purſuing 
that — 2nd coſthy'fin,” The 'Wantos may 


bring 


; 1:and<&berality  diſfipates and» iaftes the 


sfrommcheir own, | 


b 
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notdiſcern'd themifo;in:loveswithyſſaverss's 
cures hiovit ſhould never be-us'&$apainſt him Sfbs 
ifitſhould;:i nothingiconld gibt hinr'a\more mot” 


Chap.s; from Cyrnal Conſideration. 63 


bring his macerated body like the Zevites Conou- 
bine, Judg.19.and urge it as anevigence how erg- 
ela Maſter he ſerves; and:from thence emarici- 
pate and free himſelf: !And indeed:every ſig car- 


| ries in/it fo much afviſible/toil; ior-ſecrer ſpy; as 


mr end unders 


arm's men with: {06 dangerousvaweeprn;i 


tal wound;, more-mrecoverably! flake! his Ki 
dom: + Nor-wdyld only: that 43ferval Rego)! 
thefbece-of rhav'a#11 RT it woli ; 
make as/ſtrange bohfaſions in Rev imment3.,2% 
KO\R« if ſachs plakivas theft nw bowled; 
theywill cafily cancel -atl Awww is wala Pi 
vine Laws, and everyunalefattpr wilt transfer Ris 
guilt onthe ſeverity'of the' 1Legs 09's The*Thi 
may :{ay:it:1s-too great a difficulty for himitore< 
fit the'temptation of an 'apt- [opportunity -;*a rich 
prize, that his fingers are too ſlippery evenfor 
imfelf, and heceannot reſtrain them; and'then = 
quarretithe ftriftnels: of the Lev, whith has 
raisd ſo:higha fence abour mens properties, that 
hewho:climbs 4c muſt endanger his »eck.” The' 
Rebel may complain-that the bands" of Alte iance 
ate tooftrait, 'the:yoke: ſits to0'elolt, ''galls*and 
frets his tender” fleſh;*exelaimloudly at the t- 
ranny of thoſe that ai ir"on;” andih that out-cry 
drown the noiſe.of his own Tredoh.”- And ſo eve- 
ry'other tranſgrefloe may accuſe the, rule, as ac-" 
OG | ceſſary 
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ceflary to his ſwerviogs, till at laſt the Lews be 


madetheonly Criminals. | 

iÞ+ LEAVE every man to judge both of the 
equity and: conſequences of ſuch: diſcourſings in 
Cevil matters, and ſhall only. defire he will apply 
them to Spiritue/:allo, where! certainly they are 
neither more-juſt,; nor: leſs:ruinous : and whilſt 
fuch ablurd-preterces as theſe: paſs current, no 
_ wonder if Chriftionir languiſh and grow impo- 


\_ © 


tent, want ſtrength to-impreſs/it ſelf on the lives. 


of. its profeſſors:i '' The moſt infallible Receipt can 
workino cure on him, whoupon the ſuſpicion of 
Fg) cos totaſte K. \\Fhe moſt noe 
Wo lront 5 MUIt z01etNewr reguiating power, where 
the execution of them is obſiratted; rand we:may 
as reaſonably look for the-efficacy of Chriſtianity 
among thoſe whanever heard the name, as among 
thoſe,; who owning the neme;.do yet diſclaim its 


precepts,;\ and .{o: all thoſe" interpretatively: do, 


who by.acculiag them of too great 'rigour, avert 
both themſelves and. others from their Obedi- 


Stn oral 063 ris | mY 
..F,HA T. the Charge is ſeandalouſly unjuſt 


will appear to. any,, who ſhall allow themſelves 
the juſt means of information ;; but alas ! the way 


of Procefi men take ia this affairis ſo inequitable' 


as certainly prefages the partiality of the ſeatexce : 
W hat perſon ever-was there ſo-innocent; ſo excel- 
lent, who ifarraign'd at the Tribunal of his mor- 
tal enemy,:cou[d be acquitted ? Chriſt himſelfſhall 


be pronounced a Bloſphemer, when a Caiaphas is to. 


_ examine him: and no wonder if his precepts find 
| : propor- 
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proportionable dealing; if they- bedecried as i: 
mote, tyrannical,” perhaps ridiculow too, where 
che ſcanning of them is referred to thoſe, whoſe 
intereſt it is to defame them. Men enthrone 
their /z/fs, ſet them-up in the judgment-ſear, and 
none can expett they {hall paſs ſuch a ſexrence, as 
ſhall include their own condemnation : if they own 
the commandment to be holy, juſt and good, they 
muſt tacitly accuſe themſelves to be impure, 'un- 
jaft and wicked, and as ſuch to be confign'd to - 


HERE then we have the true- account how 
Chriſts commands, which are in themſelves ſo far 
from grievous, have gotten ſounkind a reputation 
among us ; this is {d direCt a courſe for it, that 
we may ceaſe our wozder, though not our grief to 
ſee it ; for we behold them ſtand to theaward of 
thoſe with whom they have a profeſt enmity: the 
Gao! gives ſentence on the Bench 3 the Bay ar- 


|  raigns the judgment-ſeat. Certainly when that 


Law which is Sp:ritaal is ſubmitted to the arbi- 
trement of groſs carzality, the Law of Liberty is 
taxed and rated by thoſe worlt bo»dmen who are 
ſold under ſin; *tis impoſſible to. find any fairer 
treatment. That which comeson purpole to de- 
throne ſin,diſpoſſeſs itof the Empire it has uſurpt, 
willcertainly beentertain'd with the ſame exc/a- 
mationthe Devils us'd to Chriſt, hy art thow come 
za torment 1 ? But as if this general Antipathy were 
not enough to' aſcertain the rejeion of Chriſts - 
command ;- as ifthe National feud, as I maycall 
it, between Heaven and Hell were not thought 

Irrecon- 


irtcoonvileable- Enough, roen'-offor: yet * hardes 


6, medfurey” caſtin«he aid of perſonal quartels, and 


when the- precepts: come-to'beconfiderdy refer 
_ eachi'of «ther! ſingfle to 'that-'particnlar Vice to 
wWhich'it hes thediretteſt cotrariety, * 
THUS when Chriſts coritnand of meckneſ 
and forgivemſs, of loving enemies, and turning the 
rhett, - bearing. the Croſs, ” Or" ſelf-denial calls fot 
audience”; - they conſult { as Rehobodrn did with 
dis young hor-fpurs ) with their mg wh thalice, 
their rancor and revenge, - and they ſoon give 
their #Fer4/#:;-tharro/be meek is to be /arvile, a 
retaper fit only: for. the: abje&. . That" to forgive 


enemies "is a'iprinciple of aware that ' would 


eniaſcilate: che world ; to love them a''piece of 


Spaniel. like fant «i hue! fo'rorn the Cheek; 


tiot-only "fo hazard, bue' invite new injuries by 
ownitig then us: benefits: 3- or blefing for 
curſes, kindneſs and good turns for hatred, Rich 
x FiMieidons patience, Tas: muſt" expoſe tothe inſo- 
tenceof many," and the ſeorn' and 'derifion of all 
men; Andrhenthe ze ag is ready, they will 
be no ſuch foo/s for Chrifts:ſake. So when the 


precepr of humitiry and Jowhliieſs corties to be 


conſider'd; theif Pride is depured'to hear its plea, 
and then though it bring the: OE of yo 
example'as well as his commend, it will be judg 
invalid : Chriſt i indeed #90Þ wpon him the form F, 4 
Servant, and to that, humility was a proportion- 
able Adjuntt: but'what is that to them whoſe aſ- 
piring humour abhors ſubje&ion, tis nor calcula- 
we tor their Merid:an, they arc of another man- 
ner 
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ner'of Spirit, and would not have it. embaſed by 
the admiſſion of {6 mean-a quality.;:; and. though 
Chriſt hath pur poverey,of Spirit his Beath 
tudes, they; reſolve he ſhall not - enfoare. them 
with that «rz;fce 3 they will not take his meaſnres 
of felicity,,gr relign,, that, pleaſure they have' 1p 
ad cans Lak elves,: for.any thinghe; propoſes in 
exchange.;;In like manger the. precepts of. temr 
perancg,; ſpbriety and. chaftity,, are not permit; 
ted. tothe:-Judgment of ſober re«ſox, nay, nor.of 
mere natural deſire; but; ro apperices. vitiated and 
inflamd..by radicated ibabzrs ; and then the G/ut+ 
ton; thinks, jt0. eat moderately, is. tobe, ftarv'd ; 
end will as Joon put 44nife, Prov. 23.;t0 his throats 
inthe vulger:{ence of cutting its; as-in, Solomong 
notion of: reſ{training{his. excels, | Thus the Dryp 


. ard witly his; falſe thirſts looks, on ſobriety-as 3 


kind of Hell : where þe.ſhall want. «,, drop t0-c0of 
bis tongiee,: and. thinks' the abandonjng his de; 
bqurhg gone iS. an .1mplicit adieu- to all the 
comforts, of, life. * The: Urclean perſon; when his 
bloud is; bigb,. ſcoffs at :Chaſtity as-2 religious 
kind of impotence, and, only ſo far conſiders the 
precept of pulling out the Eye, as to infer that it were 
ascalie literally to part, with'it, as-torreſtrain;/ its 
luſtful range ; not look at all, -as not look to luſt. 


. And- prqportionably..it, fares. with, Charity and 


boynty;, which though our Saviour recommend, 
Mamie arzaigns of robbery, and fligmatizes as 
a Thief that. picks the.Purſe, and-rifles Coffers. 
But amidſt all theſe, zhe 2akirg up the Croſs, ſuffers 
ing for righreouſms ſake; and the dodtrive of ſeifde 


. 3ial, 
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#5el, fill inde the heavieſt prejudice. - Theſe 
are opþos'd not 'by ſortie/6ne- fingle vice, but the 
confederatearms of all ; even thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts are flatly oppoſite, Yo here: unite : Herod 
dnd' Pilate;' Saddutets and Phariſees accord againſt 
Chrift, andall are freely ſuffer'd, nay invited to 
exhibit their' complaints againſt theſe Mandates, 


Covetonſneſs cries out that'this is the moſt ruinous 
£2 ality, caſts away an eſtate in a lump, me 
ays 


3 all - open- to forfeiture" and confiſcation - 


Prodigality takes it as ill'to be foreſtalld, and 


Have nothing left for it wn _ay i Prophanencfi 
avows a contempt of it 'as a folly, and - moſt open 
madneſs topart- with red/-pleaſure' for an empry 
name, or profit for that Bankrupe thing call'd 
Conſcience :''and Hypoeriſic Has a rhore ſecret ha: 
tred of it, as its deteQor;;'that which will brin 

itroa.Teſt which it cannot paſs. Maiice puts it 


a Caveat, that'this is to gratifie 'chemies, and | 


loſe the ſatisfaQtions of revenge : ant Se/f-Lopt 
ps in arjother, that ir is'to deſtroy /ones ſelf; 
Int ſhort, every limb of the body of fin diſcharged 
x blowat this innocent and Divine SauAtion ; as 
if they meafit it ſhould' exemplifie' its) 6wn do- 
_ by aſſuming thar paſſive temper it recom- 
mends, 0 F224 ALLTEL BD. 


BUT alas, who cartexpe& any more 4pright 
verdicts from ſuch parkt, ſuch corrupt Juris, and 


why may tiot Chriſt be permitted to' claim the 


common bexefit of our Laws,” ro make his chal- 


Hlehge and exceptions againft this ſo incompetent 
pane! ? *Fisthe counſel of the Wiſe man; not 
| to 
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to: adviſe in common affairs:with thoſe: whoſe 
tempers may-beiſuppos'd:to-biaſs them, Cozſul? 
abt, fays he, with a covart in matters of War, por. 
inith a: ſluggard of much buſinef, Ecclas, 37.11. and 
ſure if they be ult-Counſetors, they mult be worſe 
facet : burwliy-then dowe ſet pride to judge of. 
umiliry,. luſt of purity, ;coverouſnefs of :libera- 
lity ; and make: qur vices the. arbitrators of thoſe 
Laws which-ſhould:reſtraih: then? ' This:s-fuch 


_ a-grols injuſtice'as'common bimazity abhors 5 we 


q 7 


deal by other meaſures with Men, the moſt noto- 


| rious. and flagitious. criminals;,; and-referye this 


may of proceſs!for thoſe things only wherein our 
God! may be concerid.” Tis a-fevereexprobrati- 
on-of a prophane people,. Ma/zeb.'x. 8: where:God 
accuſes them for treating-liim: with leld reverence 
than they would do a moitab PrincenoiOffer (jt 
now-to thy Prince: bur alas trwe ſhall: force: hin 
to deſcend far lower in his ulation; fo far 
weare from paying him the auty and.regard be- 
longing to a Prixce, that 'we' yield hin not the 
tights of common Men; forcehnmn to ſtand to thoſe 
meaſures which we think: too 1ncquitable to 
preſs upon a murderer,. a thief,” or rebel at the 


BUT this waving of commor rules is a-plain 
confeſſion that: we: need -niore indulgence,..than 
thoſe will alloyi.; When: Mens: {sffs thus nfutp 
the Tribnal, and judge in their own cauſe, *tis a 
palpable: diſcover the daze;.not remit them- 
telyes to any more equal determination. - And in- 
deed in this point of. their cintereſt, they paſs a 

| F right 


go ; " Mitha -—" Chaps. 


rigtit judgment : for tis certainwere the caſe re- 
ſerr'd'to,any competent Fudge; indeed. to any bur 
themſebves, they would inevitably be caſt ; and 
fure 'tis bigh: time that ſome ſhould. affiſt opprets 
verzne in 1ts;appedl ;- find it\'out ſome: Conrt of 
equitz-where its pled may be heard': and we. need 
not-travel fr for thar-purpoſe, every Man may 
do\it iv his.own:breaf;, wherein his little Com: 
zonineatth he fhall find a Cexrr.of Gods: ereCti 
tet lim but; draw-the Cauſe: chither, 'diſculs- 
. matteriimhis ownleonſcience;] and 'be will God 
find theoformer: yntighteous 5 femvences | revers'd ; 
ke 1 Rvionly i teflect 100 his iolatsons;.of 
thoſe cacxed ; of . Chriſt: and: obſerve, 
war's fn: ey k remorſe every. {uch: ak 
leaves within Him: and that wll boa competent 
bes ar the egarpand obligingne 
Mandates;. for from whence cle-can _—_ 
ariſe? Thoſe things that are are lg. Srinoſf 
theit-navzure, or uncofcerning tous cannot. 
i. No.man accuſes himſelf for noc flymg an 
; air, or walking apon:the watey;..nor owns him 
jelf g##/#y inthe non-obſervance of any Laws, but 
fuch-as'have pomer'to oblige him::/ and therefore 
' theſe cloſe pangs and. checks of Conſcience are ain 
itrefragableevidence; that Men do mne/ard/y aſſent 
te the,juſtice-and authority of thoſe divine'zwles, 
which their along CRT words: t00;; do 
molt oppugn- - © 5.211: 

{BU T--over- and- above the, throes/and afivy 
rains of conſcience, when ſin is he forth; rhe 


F-accuſation: of the Criminal; when: — 
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Chap.z from Carnal Confuleration. 77 
ſide. conttouls,: nay. many flatter and commend 


I. ſay beyond this ſecondary and reflext cpologi | 
for-Chriſts Law:qwed to t the foregoing prevari- 
cation of it; there is an early and immediate ver- | 
d;& paſt in-its behalf, in the. eſteem and. liking 
which. thoſe documents command, whete. e're 
they paſs: creating an afſent.and yeneration-not 
orily when obey'd, but from /profeſt-deſpiſtrs.;. 
who cannot chuſe, but think well of that: vertue 
they deſert, and the neceſſity. of their affairs:com- 
pel thein to ſpeak ill of. 5 event. viſible. in; the 
condemnation of our-Saviour, .where:the. 
who gave ſentence againſt him; at the ſarhe-mo- 
tmerit waſbe his hands, "and openly ptofeſt, he au 
ho fault in him; |: 
Fd ND indeed thisvery refleQion 00 the Fg 
theſ> precepts, if well goats, Lon 
per all other ;arguments,;; 
Goſj pel.on this: dhe ſoors, thy che 
vivid. are certainly both pure 
dd pf e:to.us; A { midſt worthy: not pre] 
of all obedience,.. but. all /ove. too:;  He:whoris 
bur Lord. upon both the ticles of Creation mide: Re: 
demption, may certainly with all juſtice impoſe 
what-laws he pleaſes on 1s.-; Yet he; who laid 
down: his life for the redemption of:the trant+ 
ſons which 'were under the firft Teſtament; 
annot be:imagin'd {o/inconſiderate of.;our frail- 
y\ which himſelf had  ſmarted-for,. as to intro- 
dice another of equal rigour, orbedo prodigalof 
his bloud, as to pour:jt ous: for thoſe-who by a 
new ſet of impoſſible cqumaands ſhould 1 us 
bly 


RI a a 
ply:reforfeit themſelves again : and if rhis cannot 
 beſuppos'd, -the contrary may beconcluded, that 
he:hath fo far tondeſcended to our imbeciflity, 


as*RQt-to- preſcribe us any* thing which' he either 


finds'or makes us not able.to perform. ' *Tis true 
indeed; his Laws are above the reach of 'oupcor- 
rupt'and debaſed :zatzre; and:they were unfit to 
be tis, were: they. not ſo.:1 but when he by his 
grace offers | to elevate and.irefine this nature, 
bringir up tothe pitch and purity of thoſe Laws, 
mlijs 3s a'far greater mercy.-than if he had:deſcend- 


edt9, ouricorruptionz ſo-he:might havecontami- | 


pon, goren laws unworthy. of him: But 
alas! what adyanrage would-it be to us,-to have 
the Blephemy mention'd, P/a/. 50: ſo: veriked, 
to have our'Gad:in this: fence, ei 4 086 "a5 Our 
Jalzes:? But byithisotheriMerhod he purifies; and 
exaks-us; puts us:inacapacity-of being /tke wnto 
Siw;/in which js ſarmmYd upar once, allÞotti vir- 
eae-and Felicity. wo od in os 8 TY, 
vicA N:D::oncthis:gloriousess, every particular 
cormiand df his has a directiafpet;: every one of 
ritnk:tending: towre-impreff;onus ſome: part: of 
thagdivine'imagewhich was raz'd our by:the firf 
þi and this, .0ne would think enough rorecom- 
mend theniro:our; higheſt-value. _ Certdinly, if 
Conftience rniy.be Fudge, it wilt be fo :'there be- 
mgian:this-calei no. middle between devort reve- 
rence, and: hora/d\ blaſphemy ;:' for: he: that- de- 
ipiles| fuch ano4/i>ilatiox,: muſt neceſſarily alſo 
pile imowho 1s: 10: reſembled; he who thinks 
_ meckneſs; purity, humility,” &c, nvamiable qua- 


lities, 
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lities, can have little: eſteem for him; in whom 
they are tranſcendently emminent;” but will: take the 


Prophet.at his word, and fay, There is no form nor 
comelinefi in him, Eſ453: But this ſure'can-ne- 
ver | be the Veraiit gf Conſcience ; he: that can 
thus pronounce, muſt-be fuppos'd to have ſuppreſt 
and ſilenc'd that. . It being one of: the moſt-1nde- 


| lible z0rions theref that all rhat 1s in Godg 46 freb- 


limely excellent. But: becauſe ?tis indeed too pol- 
ſible that Conftience may be put under ſuch an 
undue reſtraint, ſuffer the violence of a Priſoxer, 
when it:ſhould ſuſtain. the place of a Fudge: bes 
cauſe-many Men dare not; permit their-conſciences 
_—_— leſtchey ſhould fay more than they are 
willing to hear: Ard; aftly, fince theſe perſons 
make their appeal ts: reaſon, -prezend the aids, 
and boaſt in the advantages of that; it may not 
be amiſs to bring the Cauſe unto that Bar, whoſe = 
Empire and Authority none muſt difclaim that own 

the Style, and leaſt of all*thoſe Scepricks in Religi- 
on with whom we have to-do; who will allow 


. of no conviction bur from it.': © + | 


AND Goa, who, as the Apoſtle ſays, leaves 


not himſelf without witneff, has ſo-temper'd and 


difpos'd his Precepts as to qualifie them to pals 
even this Teſt alſo, rhey being not the contrad:- 
Gions but improvements of natural Reaſon : and 
ſo moſt apt to recommend themſelves to'all thar 
is May, not Brute about us. _ Indeed fley have 
the very ſame aim- and delign with that. It has 


ever been the grand bulineſs of {ober reaſon firſt 


to diſcover, and then to attain that- oxe ſupreme 
F 3 © good, 
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goed, *which-wonld give reſt' and felicity to'the 
foul--in this inquilition have the Ph;loſophers and 
greateff. Maſters 'of, Reaſon, ilaid out rheir.'imoſt 
ferjous ſtudies and: deepeſt coritemplations; and 
intheir indefatigable purſuits ſeem joyndy to ſigh 
ont David's queſtion, 'Who'will ſhew us any good? 
Andirjiow the'Gofpe/-cymes a ſolution of this fo 
;7mportant a Query, brings 'thefe glad tidings of 
199y-20atl people,: and that ory in its credends, 
by informing us' what that-zood 1s ; bur: in its 
aema too, 'by tracingius” out the: way (to ir ; 

. beating us a/path which will'certainly lead as to 
that /unimum b0zm which: our ' very nature im- 
plicith' gaſps'after'; and fare rea/ox can neyer 
yarwith zb#,: which .comes'thus as a happy Avx:#- 

.) Zary to fuccour'irs impotence: 'as an jnfallible - 
guide to condudtits/ſteps : and as glorious Hobe 

. to give it a clear view.of what' it before blindly 
gropet after.” *Tis'a' certain Indication of wad: 
ef," to rear and-:miſchief thoſe'things that would: 
be uſeful ro us; to-curſe: and revile a friend, or 
fly-in the face of thoſe whoſe charity brings. - 
them to! our aid;! and therefore *tis mott evident 
chat reaſon: muſt firſt. ceaſe? to be reaſon, and 
commence phrenzy,” before*tis poſſible-it can-ſet 
it felf ir defiance of thoſe Laws of Chriſt,” which 
are” thus accommodated to irs (greateſt Inte- 
reſts, nds oo oiootergty boner; 2 po 

- AND as the accord is'thus obſervable in the 
»ltimte, 66. is "it" in the intermediate deſign alſo. 
Reaſox had by its twilight diſcerii'd, that that So- 
yeraign ff it gim'd'2t, would never be hit by 
5 > ae an 
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ſcrib'd and. baniſht:from-:rhe-Schools'and:Le- 

res of Philoſophy; therefore luſtrations' and 
Catharticks of the mind were ſought for; and all 
endeavour us'd to calm and-regulate the: fary, if 
not extirpate' (which ſome contended for)'the ve- 


ry being of the Paſſions : that ſo a preparation 


might be made, f/f for the knowledge, and ther 
the attainment of felicity : ' Now the Goftet-pre- 
cepts have viſibly the ſame' ex4 and purpoſe: eve- 
ry-one of themexpreſly ſingling out ſome irre: 
gular affection to combate'and ſubdue |:: fo that 
right: reaſon and they are evidently of a Set and 
Party, inſomuch 'that ſeveral of the ancienteſt 


Fathers of: che Church attributed the excellent 


documents of Hearhen Philoſophers to the: Divine 
XoyOc; the reaſon and efſential Word of God whicly 
after” was "iycarmate upon earth : and brought 


auxiliary ftrengrhs of grace, to-aid the weakneffes 


of nature. The' bleſſed Jeſws whoſe bare-word 


' cheeke the Sea int its higheſt fury, and by that Mi- 


racleatreſted his Divinity 3 as much exerts him- 
ſelf in-filencing the-louder Tempeſts, and calming 


- the inteſtine ſtorms within our breaſts. And cer- 


mn will:not-quarrel to have been'thusre- 
liev'd, it being the properry only of proud folly to 


chtfe rather'ts /zſe a victory;than owe it to the aid 
of an'Allie; 7 5 f e650 

-BR'OM- this general view, it were eaſie to 
2012 2 deſcend 
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deſcend to obſerve the exatt concurrence of parti- 


 culars.. God-loves « reaſonable ſervice, and has 


ſo: temper'd his commands, that every A& of 
obedience we petforn may be fo qualified, 'and 


gain; unto its votaties:the E/ogjum promis'd in 


the Law of Moſes, /Deut.: 4; 9. Surely this people 
# a wife 4nd underſtanding People. And firit that 


the:command of Meekrefs is a moſt rational: Pre- 
-cept,can never bedoubted by any,who remember 


but;the- common definition of Anger, that it is 
Furoyr brevis, and{ure tis very reaſonable not to 
be thad;-and he. that: has- obſetv'd the unmanly 


' tranfportations of that. wild paſhon, how that | 


the: firſt violence: it offers is tothe man within 
him, will certainly think it the intereſt, not only 
of his Religion, but comman prudence, and right 
Rea{or toſuppreſs it.” And the like:is to he faid 
of the more ſolemn: Phyexzy of deep malice:and 
deliberate Revengez. where the fury wants the 
allag-:of-being- franfient'and ſhort-liv'd, is em- 
bodied; into Complexion and temper, and grows 
iYeterate into 'Nature.-- Anger' indeed is a'fire, 
4nd he- that 'rouches it though bur lightly, will 
find it /corch him but the Maticigas lays himſelf 
as:jtiwere to roaſt at it; prolongs and ſpins out 
his'own Torment, as if he meant'to-anticipate his 


Hell here, in unquenchable fire... Truly no ſin does 
more repreſent that ſtate of -hotror-to whieh it 


tends; 4t gives a Man-not only. a-:certain z#le, 


but an ample earneſt, pays him part in hand: of 
thoſs diſmal wages.” This was fo well ___ 
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ſtood even by the Heatbens, that-weee the Poets 
knew ;not how more emphatically to deſcribe the 
ſuture torment of an envious and: malicious per- 
ſon, than by the repreſentation of his ſim. Pro- 
methewss Vultur begins: her quarry, in this life.; 
every malignant #honght, every ſpightfal; wife 


_ preys-apon-his heart that harbours 1t : every re- 


vengeful proje& puts him. in the pangs of labour 
till it be brought forth ; and when it is,it common- 
ly rebounds - ſo-miſchievouſly upon the Parent, - 
that the birth ſeems like that of 4grippina, when . 

ſhe bare Nero that murger'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but common ſenſe will fay this-is a 
ſtate to-be:deteſted, and conſequently muſt give 


its ſuffrage to thoſe Laws of Meekneſs and Cha- 


rity, which are the only expedients to-prevent-it. 
Peace' is: deſervedly reckon'd among. the higheſt 
bleſſings of Communities, and ſure 1t- has a; pro- 
' portionable value,in every ſingle member of thoſe 
greater bodies, it being that which is indiſpenſi- 


| bly requiſite to the enjoying of any other good. 


A War we know interrupts at once all the profirs 
and pleaſures of a Nation :and this hoſtile tex: 

rjn a Man's mind does; the very-lame, and hke 
Chater in the ſtomach, takes off all gu# of the 
moſt delightful things, .and {d becomes a Hell in 
the pane damni,as well as that of Sexſe: and then 
how abſyrd an impatience is it, for Men to think 
every the oy_ injury -from-, another inſup- 
portable, and yet heap ſuch heavy preſſures up- 
on themſelves; like froward. Ch:ildrep roar out 


_ for. the leaſt touch from azorher hand, yet 


knock 


76 "+ Miſchiefs arifpug ”” Ghlpi5;: 
knock and barter rherſelves without complaint : 
as if their wy contention were,that they'may be 
rhe: ſole Avthors of their own. calamity. And 
that which adds'yet more, -f 'it be poſſible to add 
't6/fo vaſt-a folly, is,” that' revenge never repairs 
any 1xjery : Tf T have been 'reproacht or defanvd; 
*T1s-not the wounding of 'my enemies body that 
will heal my fame; I miay by that means'help to 
ſpread the' Libel by inviting many 'to enquire 
the cauſe of 'our quarrel: but that is ino Medium 


to'prove-him a flanderer, the world being too 


well acquainted with the nature' of revenge to 


imagine it'an argument'of his innocency that: 


aRs.it : I far ir 15 from being ſuch, thar ir gives 
a moſt violent preſumption of guilt, according 
eo that notable ob/ervation of the Hiſtorian, Con- 
witia fpreta exoleſcunt, ſi iraſcare uonita videntur. 
In like manner ſuppoſe me hurt in my body, re- 
#aliavion _ no ba/m to my ſores :'-my' pains 
abate not by his having: the like or greater; nor 
would my Wounds fefter- the ef though his 
thonld gengrene.'. So if T ami indammag'd'iin my 
goods, I may'contrive to'repay him thar ill turn, 


and yer not recover my'own/loſs; and generally | 


che ſpightfal ſpoils that are made, areof that na- 
'tire.' Tis true, the Law may in ſome caſes re- 
ns mur'd perſon ; bur then thariis owing to 

he Juſtice of the Lav, not to the malice of rhe 
Plantifſ: for hethar ſites upon the naked intui- 
rion of recoveritig his rghr, without any afpe&t 


of revenge on the invader,  has' as fully the benefit | 


of the Ley (andindeed none can innocently have 
fo AE the Pianathtng 
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it otherwiſe) /and'thet to what ſerves the vindi- 
cative htmdur, : what increment or advantagecan 


| the ſuperaddition: of -his' revenge bring him in? 


'Tis: fure'm all theſe inſtances it often does the 
quite contrary ; plunges him in farther troubles 
and dangers, and when all this is confider'd, we 
may” certainly :pronqunce - Chriſf's precept' of 
Meekneſs: partakes as well of rhe Serpext as the 
Dove, ':is as-well pridest as innocent ;. nor is-this 
Conclafion at all thaken by that Objection which 
Men make from the danger of inviting more-in- 
juries and affronrs by this tameneſs : for firſt {i 

ofe there were truth in it ; that hazard cou 
not balance the many certain miſchiefs which 
have ibeen-evinc'd inſeparably-to follow the con- 
trary temper: 'and it-were certainly'ileſs penal to 
endure multicudes of :light and tranſient Abaſes, 
than thoſe far more uneaſie ways of redref, which 
Mens revenges ſuggeft ro them: 'and-then-'twill 
be perfeQly reaſonable, of theſe two evils to chuſe 


the leff.. As for thogreater and more important 


violations, there are legal ways which may prove 
redreſs in- ſome; caſes, or prevention in others: 


| He that is flandered or impoveriſhed,” may take a 


courſe to clear his Innocence, ' or recover his goods : 
hethat is hurt or maim'd, though he is uncapable 
of repaxations, 'yert: the law provides: for hs fu- 
ture fecurity, by awarding ſuch peralrzes, as may 
diſcourage: the offender from repeating the 210- 
kace - And to theſe aids, a Man may reſort with 
theſe Praviſo's, firff, that he abftract from all de- 


| Fgn of revenge; ard ſccopd/y, that the matter * 
phe: FRNOy 


\ 
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_ of weight; and certainly he that by theſe: /epu/ 
zeans catmor be ſecur'd, can be mucheſs fo 
any private attempt of his own : For he that de- 
| ſpiſeth the coercive power of Laws, will much 
_. more contemn the exmity of a ſingle perſon. The 


only. difficulty in this caſe-is,, when a State is in 


ſuch a confuſion that there is no lawful Judicature 
to appeal to ; but that implies ſo' many fadder 
miſeries;than the want of ſuch a redreſs amounts 
to, 'that every Man may patiently. enough caſt 
this into the heap of, greater evils; and: not con- 
ſider that one preſſure, when: ſo much' weighti- 
er:calamity'exaQ&his grief: But ſure the /uſperſ- 
on of 'Law m this particular does no'more qua/rfie 
a private perſon to be his own — than it 
inveſts him*in any other part of Aur 

he may with as'good right place himſelf on the 
Bench, and becoine a Fudge 1n other Mens cauſes, 
as thus become both Fudge and Execntioner in his 
own.” 

"BU T in the/ef place, the ground of this ob- 
jection ſeems weak and ſandy; for that meekneſs 


1snot the way" to expoſe a Man, - generally ſpeak- | 


ing, to more- fuffering : *tis poſſible indeed 
_ through the barbarity of ſome few inſulting co- 


wards, who love:to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thoſe who give leaſt reſiſtance ; 


but this is 'not-the common bent of humape Na- 
zure, (which ought'to' be the meaſure in this 
caſe) we find Men uſually exaſperated: by oppoſ- 
tion, who are calm'd and "range by KA Ox 


Anger is not of the nature of that monſtrous Fire 


the 


ority.; and. 


| 
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| Chap.5. , from Carnal C onfideration. "= 
the 1 Hiſtorian tells us of, which »orhing but blows 


| — 


could extinguiſh. It is the obſerwation of the wi- 
ſeft of Men, that a /of# anſwer tarneth away wrath, 
and. Mens paſſions -are like bulets which batter 
the walls which ſtand inflexible, but fall harme- | 
leſly into Woot'or * Feathers; 'and T doubt nor 
common experience will atteſt it,: that none-do 


generally fall under fewer of theſe ſtorms, than 


they, "who are thus :prepar*d to-bear ther. "Let 
a meek and an angry perſon'caft up their. Ac- 
counts together, and compare the number of af- 
fronts and contumelies they have met with, and 1 
believe the' odds will be as great,as between Szals 
thouſands and Devias ten thouſands. "Tis cer- 
tain that che return made to the: firſt injury pro- 
vokes a new one; Men being ſo: partial to them- 
ſelves; 'that he who' receives a'harm by way of 
retaliation, never. refleas:on his own firſt guilt; 
but looks on- it aa'naked #»5ury, and ſo purſues 
his Revenge, 'which has again the-ſame effet'on 
the ottier,” and fo-this' wi/a-fre runs round, till-ie 
have ſetall in a flame ; 'made the ſaddeft vaſtati- 


ons," not only in Mens m#zds, but their outward 


concernments too, in:the many: fatal outrages, . 
which'theſe eager contentions occaſion, all which 
would be avoided by a meek diſregard of the firſt 
provocation : So that although ſome injuries may. 
fall :upon! the Pafhve'man, yet-infallibly' there 
wonld be no broils and-quarrels, 'whiclrare alone 
the great accumulators and multipliers: of-inju- 


ries ;' which alone. demonſtrates how” unjuſtly 


meekneff is charg'd with ſo much as'an accidental 
h __ produQtt- 


3: © Miſebaft iriſong © Chap. 


produCion of them; and vindicates that prevepe of 
Chriſt which has: fallen yinder ſo much, .not only 
exvi{ but ſcors;-it appearing, that to abſtain from 
revenge, and refer: the.hazaxds of | that to God's 
providence: (which is the importance of his com- 
mand to ter the;theek}* is the greateſt even-moral 
ſecurity agaitſt violence, and ſo approves our Laws 
giver (in this ſodecried particular) tobe'as well 


the wonderful Counſeler, as the Prince of Peace, 


.>A N-thenextplace, if we weigh the.precept of 
humility lo fon lipeſs.in the 44/ance of ſober dif 
&ourſe, 'weſhall certainly find ithold a juf weight. 


Tndeed pride is nothing but dereit, a mere ghicat 
and deluſion, and 1d; every: Man'can diſtern:itin. 
another, we'there:are able. to: trace: the windings. 


of; this Serpert,: and fay thi !Man thinks bjmſelf 
more wiſe, this more. learned; ach d. more boly 
than he is; yetalas!: in.6ur)own-breaſts'we dile 
e-not the:##4/c;fufter himito perſwadev.what 


Gods, ſomething ſuper-excellane, tharall-muſt 
reverence ahd' adore: And hergin we take hinf 
2t* this word ,3never Julpe; th e:glorious Attri- 


butions may be no more: thani complement:gr Flat-.. 


rery'; or what; 1s no leſs:obviaus, deriſio#- and: 
yo ';Toa coplivigg man ir man 2ſhirewd 

amption again{t whatever pride ſugge 
"tis attended always by {e/f<love,' which 


(as it 
were,” the common Setter to/all tholtchears which 
circumvent and fool us: Burthere want.not.alſo 
more convincing proofs of its deceit and unſinceri-. 
fy. When ere weoverween-/arfd believe'well of. 


_ Ou 


. 
"as ——=Yy ” 4 WM —— F—_ y—_m—e Ooh 


but promisd-to our fr/.Parents, that we arc «d. 


ts, that - 


as. 


' are abun | 
' in the ſecox#'place we ſuppole the things to be re- 
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our ſelves, it isin contemplation of ſome image 
nary Or elſe real good;) ſomewhat-a Man'has nor; 
or ſomewhat that. he:has: If RH the 
former account, that'is undeniably a/grols detuſe. 
03; a kind\ of deceptiowiſus,aftilling the Eye wittr 
phantaſtick © Aeri#/ Images, which have: no ſolid 
Being :, And God knows, ſuch Phafmes, ſuch Ap-> 
yn ge rn 
applaud-in elves; 'things;confur'd up bythe 
Mewich of 'a ſtrong/ imagination;'and 5h be 
ſeen within that Czrcie 'in which the. Enchanter 
ſtands : And though Sata»: be the gravd Miter 
of this black Art, yet his Papits are now grown {or 
dexterous, that he ſeldom needs to be calPd-in z- 
our own phony and fondneſſes: to: our- ſelves; 

dantly ſufficient for the: purpoſe. But if 


ally exiſtent in us, yet pride runs: us:upon an other. 
error no lels dangers chalk the pos my for it be- 
trays us to: miſtake the rrue ovwzer of: them, em. 
boldens-us'to ſet our own mark upon; thoſe rich 
Wares, -in whoſe acqueft we have-not been ſo 
much as F:ors ; - God'ts the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or.can-be valuable in 
us; tohis Providence or his Grace weowe all the 
accompliſhment of our outward 'or inward man, 
and though he allows us the »/e and: benefit of 
them, yet: the glory! is a ſpetial 'rojaity which 


. (as the Gold or Silver Mines of a'Nation) is re- 


ſerved tohis Crown, an incommunicable piece of 
his Regality.'' And how wofully: docs our: pride 
befool us;--when it brings usinſuchifalſe Ipwento-t 

| ries 


84  Anſehifs wing Cumpey: | 


ries of our goods, \makes us dream out ſelves rich 
by anothers wealth ; like' chz/drer that call every 
thing theirs which looks ſplerididly, or the\mad Arhe- 


zian celebrated'by Horace for a—Sa ag phrenzie,, 


that reſdlv/d all the Ships and Wares: his own that 
came into the Cities harboar:: But how tnore ſadly 
does it betray.us, 'when, it-thus puts /us/upon. the 
invaſion of/hes. propriety; who' is not, asthe inipo- 


tent, Moyarchs-of the Earth, 11nable to:afſert his 
own righrey:butcan;certmnly.2indicate himiclf to. 


our confiiſion'; apainit wihom:ndo.rdbcHion can; be 


any longer-profperous than;he willingly permits” 


bis glory to another :; Andi when! ouripride makes 
us thus, both: ridiculous: 4nd. miſerable, 
ſqduces us-not; only into the folly of 


hearts; which is the ſole aim: of: thoſe /aws of bu- 
»ility which Chri# bas given ns. . \ ./\ 


4 ” i . 
-/NOR-will /the: Precepts of -temperance and 


purity find-any worſe: doom_at this Bay, the con-: 
trary. vices being ſuch indignities and coritumelies 
unto humane nature, as can never fintl any coun- 
renance from this Supreme part of it :;?Tis'the 


prerogative:gf'our Reaſbn, that it.diſeriminates | 


us from, and-elevates us above beaſts : nor can it 


ver be brought to reſign this ſo glorjous a privi- / 
ledge; aſſent to the-admiſſion of thoſe brutiſh ap- 


petites 


when-ib 
Uarep and 
extravagancies of Limaticks,” but at once:intoi the ' 
guilt of bold,- and: puniſhment, of inproſperous _ 
rebels :- Certainly reafori; can; never, hetome..its' 
Advocate;' or ;put: in any-demnr toi that ſentence. 
which exelndes 10 treacherous a gmt out. of Mens 
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petites which would over-run the Soul, level its 
ſaperior with its Jxferior faculties ; confound the 


'diſtinftion of rationa! and | /enfitrve, and ina 


word, render the Bezſ# ſo ravenous as to eat up 
the Mar., OOA It. is kr _ —_— of 
intemperance and' «ncleanneſs,; unleſs perhaps they 
CE obonan than beftia/\that T +wrong the 
generality of the Brutes inthe: compariſog,; it be- 


| ing only ſome fewof them; the. very. besfts of the 


Beaſts that are guilty: of: any ſuch exceſſes; for 


-| generally their apperzres do not tra 


els the re- 
gular ends of xature, they know no: {ich diſeaſe 
as-ſurfeiting, but cat to ſatisfic Smmger,' and 
couple at fuck ſeaſons as: beſt tend : to- preſerve 


- | their kind:;zand'then 'cis to. be confider'd, how 
| baſe, how degenerow. a deſcent: it 1s- for: us to. 
ſtoop, not only below our: opx.nature, but theirs ; 
| whata i theſe vices! reduce us to, that not. 


ſo much as the nobler fort of beaſts will bear us 
compaizy ; we muſt wander upon the »partuins to 
court a Goa, we: muſt -rake the mire to find a 
Swine, before we can furniſhour ſelveswith any 


| sfſociates : And ſure allthis: is ſo open'amboſtiliry 


againſt Reaſon, that it cam by no. means; be: her 
intereſt to abet it. | Ask her whetherſhe would be. 
pref tro death with loads .of meat, whether: ſhe 
weuld be drown'd in flouds of drink, whether ſhe 
would be ſuffocated with the - oiſom w.aponrs of pu- 


trefation and rottenneſs, and the anſwer ſhe gives . 


to theſe tells you -her ſence of Glutrony, Dranken-. 
neſs and Uncleanneſs : Alas! ſhe ſuffers fromtheng: 
the moſt barbarous otra ggh 1s invaded notonly _ 
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ini her-4«thorizx,, buther very Being,tuid therefore | 
exterbuponthe {o-celebrated-princaple! of ſelf-pre- 
E&nvation, muſt myſter:all her forces to-vindicate' | 
_ theinjury anddefend her ſelf. And then certainly |, 
Chrifts commands of ;ſabriety and: purity muſt needs 

beentertdin'd with all alacrity-and. gl/adneſs, aan 
acceſhon'of /rengr/hto; her party,..an. aid toalliſt 
vi AIND.:a5, __ thus: pronounces: againfi the 


fans ofthe: fe(b,,. the next place does it cer- 
hp. AG im bf: the: Pa . Mammon 


ry ou beoalile/ to: bribe:this Jaage;: but 

when, Chats precept of Charinyj and liberality | 
comes: before: this :rrabanal;. it. will: infallibly: be 
Not: oo dequitted: but: mag nifitd! and; applauded; 
be call'd from the:Ba# to the:Bewehy, Commiſſion: 
ed like thei Fen, : Heftigu. To. bear tale over them 
that hated them ; to: diffipate at once: the wealth 
and the \covetouineſs of: the: wor/dling ; have tht 
keyepubimes itshand:3 {that ic may: have free-ac 
cefs:: to his Coffers ; - this (certainly . muſt be: the 
event ofthis'trial,. for\'tis confeſſedly the part-of 
xex/o0:.difpoſe every: thing to tlole »v/es which 
are moſt:;proper; and: advartageows, Auch as may | 
bribg/aw moſt- real. benefit to .the: owner. . Now 
wharotheremploymentof wealth 15 there: ( after 
.competent-accommodations are provided.) which | 
eaq_contribute+ to a. mans, feliciry?. If. it beilaid} 


 eutlike the rich mazs: in. the Goſpel. 4x. deliciom| 


fare, or. Purple.and fine Linven; certainly it 
makes:noleaft approach towards. it. Firſt, for 
exceſſive Fare, if a-man be #or exc{ive too inthe 
} cating, 


- 
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: eating what does heteajoy of it'?, Meat has:nona- 
tural: 


ural-propriety;to the «exe, and: can make moun- 
prefions'of pleaſure there; but if:he be voratione 
and iftemperate; 'tis- then fo far: from making 
him'bappy, that it dejeAs himihto the forlor> cor 
dition; even' now mentioned; ſets him- at.: odds 
with his: reaſon; his very w2dhoodyr. nay, Þ.may - 


_ add with his very /eſ@t00;- therdifplacenciesthat 


he receives\by rhe-conſequencesof his exceſs; far 
onteveighing all that is gratefub in it. This:is 


' well deſcrib'd by the W3ſe 2ran,  Ecolus. 31ovg: | 


" AS forthe /gayety of 4Apparel,;'thar:can neverin 


' ſober judging be thoughtany advantige; 'tis that 


which only yourh and:foly-purs:a value upon, and 


us we'out-growthe one,: ſodo we the other ;:AH 


thatis convenient in Cloaths is.as well, nay, /bet- 
ter provided for without it -: A-:rich ſuit 1s only 


heavier, not warmer than a' plain ; and'itisakind 


of prodigy to ſee: how" hervily: vanity, which'is in 
it oy: ſo /zghr, firs upon fome men; 7 who recon- - 
tent even to make "themſelves: Porrers, 10: their 
Tavtors\may lay on the:burthen: Andthusinmany 


_ Other: inftances the finieneſs of Cloaths deftroys 


the eaſe; ſo that it often 4t/ps 'men to pain, 'byr 
can never rid themof any; the body:may; be lan. 
guifhing-and infirovander the: tot; ſptendadico- 


_ vor": Herodrvopul appieret {ecureshiminor' frombe> 


_ with wormy/;and Lataras his Vicers would 
e'been never the leſs painful, though they had 


| been 419 in'Dives his fine Einnen;\' : 417 110 
-"OR- if the maithbelaid ouronany otherpart 
 ofrhaxthe world calls grearzeſ5,- as an hapovridlc 


retinne, 
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retinue; Troops of - attendants,, and the like ; the 


return will be no lefs empty': Multitudes of un- 


profitable ſervants being a, great burther, but: no 


degresof advantage. Alas! does my meat reliſh 
ever the better, Forauſs my ;eble is farebtnded 
with wazers ?. Or when I go-out, does my #r4in 
of followers make the Air the more refreſbing rom 
does not rather the: duff they raiſe make it if, 
fooney tp ſtifte me? As for matter of buſinefh, 
num 


guilt of omitting is transferr'd from one to ano- 
thier; -and none has any farther thought, than how 
he may _ himſelf either. ofthe b#rther or the 
blame; fotharupon the final account all :that ac- 
cruestoa Maſter by the greatneſs of his family is 
the _—_ of | his care in the regiment of it: A 
great deal of vigilance and circumſpeCtion being 
Tequir'd to keep: itiin any tolerable order, and ifit 
be not ſo kepr, his Houſe becomes a -wi/derneſs, 
and himſelfa pro to the Beaſts he feeds: The li 
centiouſneſs 0 
W; - money oneto the damage of the Maſter. | 
' IF we ſhould now proceed more minutely to 
every other _ ace which vanity and pride 


Tapes, we certainly -find: the. like ſuc- 
cefs of our inqueſt ; nothing of rea/ feiiciry, but 
on the contrary the vanity ſo igterwoven. and in- 
corporate with:vexarion of Spirit; that 'tis impoſ- 
ſible to ſever them; So that 7h to eraploy ones 
RIS 0 8 riches 


r of ſervants tends irather.'to hinder than 
advance it ;\ daily, experience attefting,:' that in 
crouds of domeſticks every'one of them thinks his 

idſeneſs will be hid :* the care of doizg and the'] 


the Servant - redounding- more | 


Chaps: fromCarnal Confideration. rp | 


- richesis rather-to- ſafer chan exjoy them. ' Burif 


we ſuppoſe x manon theother fide fuch a Reverer 
of his Wealth, thathe dares not employ it at all, un- 
leſs it be at thebart, for the brin ing in of more, 
that keeps it as-men do beaſts reſerv'd for breed, 
manumitthem from all work but" that of propa- . 

ation;>'* Sucha-perſon. is ſurely of all others the 

theft from receiving any; advantage' by-' it: he 
converts-it fromia/ ſervezt-into atyrant, and'fad 
experience ſhews us the'calamity of ſuch a tran{- 
mutation. It has been always held the/evereſf 
treatment of ſlaves and Malefattors dammari, ad 


's dderalla, force them to dig in Mines ;- now: this 


is:the-coverone mans lot, from which he is never 
to:expett a releaſe, as being his own remorſeleſs 


2 


_ and morethan'\Egyprian task-maſter : "and; the - 
_ ralſel holds too, in the gainlefneſs as well as la- 
. borioufneſs of rhe -wark ;| Thoſe: wretched” cxea- 
. tnzerburied in earch and darkneſs were never the 
richer for all the-Ore;they- digg'd,:no- more; is the 


atiateMiſer, he has no ro to diſpoſe of any 
otthis#cqueſts ; and though he'icalls them4zs;" yet 
alas he'pofſeſſes them no otherwiſe than a' preſoxer 
dods«tits? Gaol, . a: Mad-man his chains, they-are 
only infiruprents of his thraldom, and the getting 
more' {erves only to add- more! weight/ to his 
Shackles; and':certainly- wea/th can be no way 
worſediſpos'd, than thus to buy ſb baſe-g/ ſervs- 
+ A;N D. now-ſince neither the /uxnrios ſpend- 
ing; nor the coverow keeping can” advantage us 
one ſtep towards | any thing that can-:be calf'd 
nut G 3 haphy 3 


SES... 


h_ 


happy ; bur do ofi the-contrary, engage us upon _ 
andmiſery: Weelth ſeems to era ver 

borthtn, ſuch as wenn ncither af # off-ot nor fakcly 
beer:; "and truly dd.it is till rharity.comes 50 to our 
A395! which astheproper element of wealth, Tens 

. ders;that {ightrwhich gtavirates elſewhere, aol 
as the Elixir unto.» Metals transforms them Iints 
| a; ſtamps purity and prjcerwpanthem :i by free- 
y giving,\.endows the dower\ with whatever be 


os 5 enriches hinand: what is more; envichs | 


mob i WWathour: this att: of uſe; and 
obange) 


whon  hredatdtlad: a maſs" of. Ambergreece;i\eras- 
P 


oft ght of Ila he Fedle rinatabdng 
to 4n eg! ng 
forrif\d4o T carp ca rehab 4 was —_ inide 
ehpakei, at eyiery[thitg) 4 
=O pbe:Gold; and: fucithe: bavard chat: rarer; 
being Sow GaY 'opr unhappy. affiuences (Men 
lay: indeed \\thar preparation becomes.'a 
hanger aigner tat centainly:1it Dever::does res 
1oventhe heart ſolmuch: as: wan Clhetiey lt a _ 
| _— ;..the paor i :ens:hend. is; the beſt Limbe 
piveadt this. Megifery and tir:tture,: the: - 
Nos wil really-penform thaſs, miracles, |t 
the/Funnace thoalt 'of;. . and: would: they f employ 
themſelves ih this ohoretory; they wonld fi 
ommipotent efficacy they dream of, ſooner in. this 
waycof diſfpetiag,;than'th all theirs, or-tather 
Fencies :0&. generating Gold,--* Tis certainly 2 
wa \ FINN pinoy pleaſure war” 
| ults 


eltates we! arc thoſk Tndiens: who | 
theirGolt for Glaſs:::that ſilly Fiſbermady | 


et s a. ai... tio as a. 8 wh m9 BA = Ss mami b 
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| Cljap.5. /r0- Cores! Confieration. DL | 


ſalts from + 'Q feaſaiable: liberairy "Whien-l- ſve 
man-trugling with —_ \his: ve well 
as: body'. ſtdoping) under the re © then 
dtlievie him, ! [within:mewhich 
is'common to usi both, does by @kind of : Sympa- 
rherick motion 1exultand raiſe up-it:{elf 5 but if] 
haveany piety; (thatmuſtdoit much mere;\foras 
the forme he'd me "0098 [50 age am 00k 
fo: this ſhews me Gods: andhog” 


| {ſrendent(adatisfaRtion miſt 5t-be,” to have thus 
_ reſcued himwho bears ſo divine an impreſs,''t0 


havepaid fomepartiof  xaaptdaſ y:Creator for 
my:0wnberags. by «making my. ſelf, in-my'low 
cz" the. giver-0T. preſerver. © frhas lifes, which 
teark ay A ? This, and thisvonly 
Welndedteaoon "Felicity our of melee poland | 
e046. Pam the attaining iof ibeppincſs 135 thevne 
grand paſar four $a even before 
jeted:ir elf co P, Chriſt Ve 
nt t0-the-pradence of ' his: Ad the as 
wcllasthe forameriaſtances: »' ; $8\154, off} Hools 


- 2 BUET: there-remains; &"'pr recept- of -our Savs- 


ov allied toithis'; which - by no means to 
wrrand h0/d a 0 the diftates 
right reaſon,;\the 1#hing? wp the Croſs, -and {4s 


ſinks for righteouſneſs (ec. ; which” contrai 
the undamen tal aw of ſfelf-preſervation; : and 


end !ofſheing; ifelicity and happineſs. 


the great 
— Burithis/z#gge/ion, how fpecious ſoever if£4ppear, 


bamrtecly faleeibuc ; :for "Tisin0 1g colbgney, 
that-«becauſe reaſos' aims"at ſour - being” Sap; 
2 ms —— — = IO 


that 


I I 


At 


that the:cale/may; be fo ſet, that. ſack : a fafſerin 
may bethe; faire: meilinm left niocopttapin 
*Tis £ knownrule;; that of two evils. the leaſt tis to 
5; dhafong .ainihrthe ot: 


nom 4 Whaiae: abſalute, yet is a comparative 
6 


4 ant its iatfarament as far as the necellityof | 
our affairs: permit; :iis: our -felicity ;: and /:reaſon 


can-provide no-farther: + Now-this'ts the-eſtate 
of thepreſentiinftance 2:1wo- evils are. propos, a 
 natersiand-a motel; the: Natural; ; thoughoin its 
Conc ho rm the: Mo- 
ra $<ang:. Fe x: oon- Tr | 1 \Drtevmi, : | 
that,thermatural is ta ber: ichaſen «All that -can/be 
- queſtion: in; ithis affair, -is wherher.- rea/op- daft 


themareltvil to be the; greater; but this can: beat” 
mno:lopg diſpute with «any who: cooſider -but''the 


fevtof amen, :is: na way-concera'd in thole; /{, 
whichimake their.impreſſion,on the /enſitive-part: 
but: word! \lls ſtrike - higher,- 1navade | the mind, 


cloud the reaſon ; nay;::often::depole. it frami-its 


regiment, as is rut gg xemplified in the 


Foree. of vicious habits; -and ther by: how 


muech'our reaſonis:ſuperior.to-our./enſe, ſo much 
are thoſe to be; accounted the greateſt evils, 'which 
aſſault that. zobler part \ of us;- This :certainly 


will now-he the; derermination. of. .Reaſon, / if ſhe | 


may-he- permitted the: freedom; of /her vote;: for 
thus-was it formerly, where ſhe 'þare the;moſt 
ſway, and uhcontrouled rule ;--the. wiſeſt and 


Sn wits det Wacom as:well as. divine: Ai-. 
(2 


 thors having eſtabliſbt it as an undoubted \4pho- 


riſm, 
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| Chap-5: from Carndl Conſideration. : 93 


riſm, that howeſty is to be prefer? d before both gain- 
ful and pleaſant : ſo that nothing renders gn 
fofleplorable;,as thatwhich: violates his 7ntegrity 3 


nay they have generally gone higher,” exhorted 


men to'become voluntiers in wvertues warfare, not to 


ſuend thetr ſufferings,” il they were fore'd ourty 


fo 

the competition of a "crime; © but" offer themſelves 
free: oblations. © So £0 ſuffer rs country 
or ones fiend, was thought : fo' worthy; Uo! heroick 
athing;' that oble and ingenuowc ſpirits were emn- 
tow of it: 'and it was-ſo- ſtated'acaſe' that Eps- 
H#etws forbids a man,” on 'ſach an -occafion to con- 
fultwith the: Oracle, whether he ſhould do it 'or 
no, it: being: »eceſſary.tebedone,: whatever il] ſuc- 
ceſs or :ruine bepredifted;y'67eo Sari: onuairr 


| rai, 'H upwois jegpus owueals., 1 puyhy and how fe- 
rioustheywere in theſ&-per/waſions, fome of them 


havepreiically evidenced,''as having ſuffered very 
conſiderable preflures,nay dearh it fe ke than 
they would how to -the predominuent wicesof their 
Age, 'oromit the occalion'of eminent vertue. Ari- 
Fades wouldbe juft in ſpight of the m—_ "Re- 
glu obſervant of his oath made to a fair bf ene- 
my, though death and torment attended the per- 
formance.” '''Lycurgus to perpetuate to his Citizens 
the benefit of his good Laws, ' as ſubtilly defigns 


| perpetual baniſbment unto himſelf, as others uſe 


to contrive: for honour and for : empire there. 
Codrus redeems the ſafety of his army with his 
own death: Cartins makes himſelf a Martyr for 
his country, agd Socrates in the ſtriter ſence be- 


' comes one for his God: laid down his /ife in at- 


teſtation 
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celation of that moſt fundamentel truth ax _ 
witicle: of Faith, reve cis re Sor, the 


Cf oweGo. And yet|we find-not that Suſe 
| times, which-wete ſo-i1 as to ſhed his bloud, were. . 


yet {0 bad as-to gon mt ferret memory; he's net 
recordedeither as fool orbypochonarieck ;\gor have 
his /aferizzs ſtruck him out.of. che lifivof\ Philofo: 
pheees + but he ſtands / there: the more-con{picys 
oully -un theſe. Howdy : thareifers; and however 


the credit honed ety; be otherwiſe: diſpas 


reged,: it neyen;wason this:account, :;that it: had 
declared Snarates to be the wiſeft. of Mew. And 
PE y>ncar pharma obe,| or very 

fe ,eonfus'd epprehbenſions\ of. a-future , n+ 


1n.A a hag { F=3TY "y Careſs 


Certaiply this is £ tern of-our own 
making; we- look: throug 4d deforming +0 ick- 
glaſſes, ſnch as our avidice or efferninate/ /ex/va- 

Ur4es. convey: into our hands, which give not 


only. frange and ghaſtly, but withal rrdiclas | 


ſhapes; but-if we jor conſult our reaſon, that 


would .ſhew ws things in their proper forms. 


Vartueand Reaſon areboththeſame they were fo 


mir hundr ed years ago,and where the ogjeiF and, 


the 
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pp from Carmat Conflorarin. "v5 
the farulty adenit of no \maration; "tis: - impoſſible 


| there +ſ{hyuld-reatly be & fuck: verdeble 


rances\*|If:Sorrares trere fo xealous' for" the\pae 
Gad,;:thatihe choſe:rather'to relinquiſh! this: Jofe; 
than toiganſenr toi0r bur connve ar —_ 
rivalry bf \Polytherſan, andyeribe) no 
minly ww: may ancfoonechprtranſcetiir his copy : 
and thboughthe particutir Article mdy Hot ww 
mez\ yer 'if-it bedyothin mote ds virtue! 38 
concern'd; theeanſeisno leſs warrantable : He 
phat, ſuclers for a pref#icd! Point, is no.more'a 
al ofihis pains, than the that'fays chemvour 
en-the:higheſt:ifecntat#re.' The :Colmmandanents 
——_— hs' good) Marvyre: as the Creed: ;2forithe 
has: requird iour obeditnre to the 
EI our ECT ' Nor is 


Om ner 3 Helthen or ovjfÞ T ribural; 
EIS | s 20? of por we 
may oecdivethar ond. 


the hdnds of thofs 
Chit owaithefamedfiichwith was. Thoſe thatfay 
withrheirhoſt z'vehomence, Le: the Lord 
be glowified, may yer-hate'ant caft.out rheir'bre- 
trend nem file —_- 7. 66."5. He that tells 
meT\fear not God" ſo marh as he; may yet _ 
cute me' for honouring* the” K/xg'more; and 

bloxdpourttdout upom that 'account,; becomes a 

atciptable ſabrifice to'him, who hgs" commanded 
my Subjeftion: to? the 'bjoher Powers; He'who 
calls Chrift his head, may yet rendand rear his . 
Body ; and” if 1 love its communion io well, .as 
td rake-my:ſhare in che Maſſacre, T approach tos 
ward that drgaityunt wormfort'S. Paul ſo glories 


.1n, 


x 
F, 


a... 


in,: of fl 2 proce which: is behind, | of the affli 


ions of Chriſt in flſh, fr bi bades fake which 1 


is the:'C Col; x. 24:'- He that mulCts the 


re. indeliberate Oaths,':may yet enjoyn-a.'fo- | 


Ps --and-if I:chuſe he aakb 
make havock: of 'my goods than my Conſcience ; 
my :ſoils' become / nor more monuments of 'his 
r4pine' than” my piety 5 they" plead my innocence 
before him who'we/ not :. him guiltleſs | that tt 
keth his name in wain : and; how profanely ſoever 
my: wealth: is: diſpos'd by him. thar ſeiſes- it,” 'tis 
pm tome-as caſtinto rhe zreaſwry;, and fo 
ne renner once: vie-with ' the: rich mew 
reatnel(s 'of the--oblation, and with, the 
# wdanttoia that higher: circumftance of-its 
ing-all. -In-ſumm, 'the- POL :Mov- 
ror, -not te{trained-'to thoſe points wherein 
Chyi MA oe ns 9 from Jemi'or:. Heethens, but er- 
oall whereits we Chriſtians differ from: our 
ry ws the commands of:our! ary aryeed Maſter. IfT 
ſuffer for my: thanyof them,  Þ have cer- 
tainly my ' place: in'Gods1 ologte, .as'\well as 
if I: had faln under any of the-tex Pet fecutions. 
God was not ſo pattial-to-the' primnurive Chriſtians 
as'to allow hom: the Monegoly and enclolureof 
thardignity.; 6; they as:-0ur ac brethren had'a 
Hotble portion, yet there is; ſtill a childs parteleft 
for-every one of us, enough to: teſtifie our' /eg5- 
_ fimation, and ſecure us from' the brand of baf ar- 
dy, Heb. 12; *T was S. Paw! 's indefinite affirma- 
tion, and all times ſince.have :born witneſs to the 
rrveh of it; 'That 4 rhat will” live 'g gouly. if 
Chri 
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_. name inthe world; and the very.inſtin 
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Chap.s. from Carnal Conſideration. Do 97 
Cbr ift Feſt" ſhalt ſuffer perſecution. Some. #- 


| faſbionable vertnes there have been jn: every: Ag 


which-have whetted, if not the Swords, yett 


| Tongues of men : and thoſe that happen not to fall 


under. Abe/s perſecution, muſt not hope to eſcape 
that of 1/aac : If they meet with no Caiz to. kih, 
they will undoubtedly with an :Jſ>mac/, to. mock 
them... But in what: dreſs ſoever-- our /afſeriugs 
a ,, 4. good np them of their frighfu/ 
have, ulls off the «gy viſard, and ſhews us. a 
beauty that lay there conceal'd ; and that not on- 
ly to the Eye of our, faith but qur ,rea/ox too. 
Fortitude was a vertue before Chriſtianity had a - 
of our 
nature whiſpers within..us, the #54/enefs. of being 
baffled vp a Truth or- Vertue ; ql Dar de- 
{picable coward is every man that wants this 


_ paſſrve valonur, without which the a&ive muſt find 


another. name ; Rage; or Phrenſie.it may be,in 
ſome perhaps natural coarage,. . or ſanguineſs:;of 
temper inothers, -but true Valour it 1s not, if. it 
knows not as wellto ſuffer as todo, That windis 


_ truly great, andonly that-which ſtagds above the 


power of all extrinſick violence; which keeps it 
ſelf a diſtin prixcipality independent 'upon; the 
outward man, ſo that it is not ſubjeQted: to: its 
fate; that can be free, when the body is faſt bound 
in Miſery and Iron, ſoundand healthy, when that. 
groans under. torture, and is.never more'/ffrozg 
and vital, than when that /anguiſhes and expires ; 
and this is ſo deſirable, ſo tranſcendent a privi- 
keage, as reaſon cannot but. aire to: and this'is 
$14 2144 4 it 
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3>-towhich this excellent precept- of Chirift advan 


ces us*when'we thus ſwfer for! righreoufnefs: ſake, 
out Minds are all /ighe, what: derkweſs foeverin- 


volveour exterior part; and is: like Gyſbex exempt 


xr yon when'that falls under all che Plagues 
**A ND what reaſon thus embraces for-ir felf, 


*tis riot” imaginable that it ſhould rejeQ; becauſe 


Wis richly clad ; that the- Race: ſhould:{tem the 


mere tedious;-beeauſe- there is.a Crown. within 
view; ov that the glorious reverds our Chrifti 

nity propoſesit@ obr conſtancy, ſhould/be eſteem. 
ed-aS'mewares and threats,” Femprations:to deſert 


orturn:Apoſtates, No certainly, Reafon cannot . 
diſpute, andmake an ixftrexce {o utterly illogiral; 


but will rather uſe it as aww exforcement' of irs for- 
mer coxc/»ſion, 'eltablifh it tle more: firm:and im- 
nioveable by having the bafir-thus enlarged, ha- 


"reward 'added''to. virtue, and happineſs en- 


vi 

taild-on dat. If in the competition -between 
two Evils, -reaſon' pronounce the- /fſer eligible”: 
Much more will fhe refolve,. when rhe: cotiteſt is 
*twixt good wed evil,” the' greateſt Evil and the 
greateſt Good; 'and: chuſe thar” excelence which 
though/#perlarove in it ſelf, 'is more endear'd and 
 Heightned by. compariſoy> If 1 viokate my- rea 
Jon, if T renounce virtue, though bare and: na- 


ked, then ſurely I' do jr: yer rhote when ſhe is rhus. 


arcomplifht and 'adorn'd'; when beautijied or pur- 
poſe roallure thee, and take the heart, When 
over and above -the poſitive: donation of: Happi- 
riels, ſhe addse reſcue and releaſe from miſery, and 

equally 
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Chap.s. from Carnal Conſideration. : : 99 
equally obliges by the diſtant proſpeQs.of a Hell 
ud arm So that not only the: Gofpel-prome- 


fes, but even menaces and threats become a wea- 
pox in the-hand ofresſoz, when ſhe ſtands upon her 


. guard, and-fights for. virtge. If fr preſent it felf 


as my Protector from: a temporal Calamity, rea- 
ſoz will tell me hence; that the. profler is infidi- 


' ous, it expoſes me to-tliat which isi infinitely worſe 


thanwhat itpretendst0 fave: me from; and that 
not: only:in/ the former. refpe of Guilt, but in 
that of Puniſhment alſo.. What a. cheat is it to 
keep me out of the 'dexyeon, and ſend me to the 


bottomleſs pitz..to fave me-from a: temporary. fire, 


and' thereby mark. 'me:out as: Fuel for eternal 

s; to-take me: out-.of their: hands who: can - 
kill the body, to put me: into: his who:can deftroy 
both ſoul and body in Helt? : Reaſon: tells me 1 am 
to abhor the turpitude: and: foulneſs. of a Crime 
and it tells me too, -I' am todread: the ery and 
Smart of italſo. It would not have-me wallow 
in the zzire, though it were ſafe, much leſs when 
itis full of Mþsand Yipers, which will- infallibly 
ſting me to death. : Tt cries out with Joſeph, How 


ſhall I do this great wickedneſs, oj againſt God? 


And it criesout with E/ay'too,, Whocan dwell with 


everlaſting fire? In a word; by | the domeſtick 


native /zght of the candle: of. the Lord ſet up within 
our ire) it ſhews the uglinels of f-.;; and ſhews 
itto0 by the affrightful-difmal b/zze: of 'rhoſe un- 
querichable flames 1t kindles : Thus by: the. diffe- 
rent arguments of terror and endearment, of love 


and fear,..of intereſt and duty, reaſon alerts this 
; fcorn'd, 


tt. eo i. y 


ſcorn'd, decried, negletted- ogg -: Take her as 
mere Pajnim abſtratting from the expeRtation of 
reward or puniſhment ;-or take her asa-Proſelyte 
ro Chriſt;contemplating hispromiſes ahd threats, 


if there be honeſty, or itthere be re/igiop, in either 


inftance the Soul muſt-ſtill conclude, that 4fflidt 
on is to be choſen rather rhan Iniquity. 


A N D' if itbereaſonable-thusto_tefjf ever un- | 


ro blond: ftriving azainſt fin, if reaſon 'blow the: 
trumpet,” found: the «ler to es Clem Was, 
_ then ſurely'-it preſctibes..! ing:of' Martial 


diſcipline 'to prepare and diſpoſe us; for thoſe com- 
pop No nx Gezeral will bring\a company | 
of raw untrain'd- men into: the; field, but: will by” | 
| little bloudleſs. skirmiſhes inftru& them in rhe - 
manner of the fght, teachithem the ready mana- 
gery of their weapoxs ; and. of this fort are all 
thoſe. voluntary ſelf-denials, and lighter. auſteris 
_ ties which Chriftianity-commends tous, which 
become neceſſary not ſimply for themſelves, but 
as inſtruments towardsa-higher end... The Mi-. 
litary famethe Romans had-1n the: world was at+ | 
chieved by the exaQt diſcipline.'of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldiers-.to labour and. hardſhip. 
And,' as Tacitus tells'us, 'when a: /oxg-peace had 
flackned'theireins of diſcipline, that ;a&#ive hu- + 


mour, which was wont to be ſpent onthe Enemy, 
recoiPd,: and flew jathe:face of their Comman+ 


ders, begat nothing. but -u«tinies and: diſordetrs;;- 
and certainly*ewill be the: :ſame in our Chriſtian - 


warfare, if we abandon-our ſelves, to: Eaſe and 


Sloth, -neverattempt to wreſtle with a difficulty, 


þug 


wo —- Miſchiefrariing ," Chap.y. | 
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| Chap. 5 fromCarnal Conſideration. . 01 


but- but keep our. ſelves i the poſture. rhie {/raelites 

Camp AY in at ers deſcent from. the, Mount, 

eating and drinking, and riſing up to play ; gp ap- 

petites will ,grow licentious and, inſolent, 

-our. cafitroul: and guidance. P (7 we treat «l 

With ſuch aa indulgence:as'is recorded of: of Devid 
donijah , ;never ſay'ſo:mueh as: why haft 


fa hy $-rgr to be .expetted. but teri 
ESTs Throw . For 
the who never dl 
rept a ay 4> 
pron mexyburn 
; @: By" 
ichall 
Ree Fey 


_ to jj) Meal, how wet he entertain, the 
unwelcome, contrariety of nos knowing,'\where to 
| wager He who. has. never; abated any thing of 
utmoſt pomp he few reach, haw,mwill he 


nd the waxt.of xere([aries.;.,0r: from. hi 


_ teild with Cedar, and painted-with /ermuign, be 


content with his Saviours, Lot,. not to: have where 
'te lay his bead ?.'1n ſhort, how ſhall hewho-neyer 
could: pare off any of the. excreſcencies,;the mere 
vanities and gayeries of aneltars,..part with.ital; 
or lay down that 1; wy for Chriſts ſake, from:wh ich 
he never ſubſtrated one, ſmalleſt pleaſure? Suf- 
fering is a thing to which che /exſicive pare of us 
; an Tanate «verſion, and: ererfangs Are nor 9 


OO I” CO EI 


> LALGT 


162 
IO] at Once; Hit | by: gendle/and cre 
PP «cuſtom muſt have' introdac'd a ſe 
hs before" that Drigirtal part*of* our tempet 
befipplanted. **AStis therefore 'Highly ea. 
free every Mati-to-afpite tothe dominion bf 
tits #ftFtions- rwithſs His own power 
ſe) tne ; ard _ he” A tio #ntertif 
tAlLIN the: greater;” enjoy a gory in the 
World: S6 #h order"to hy 415'us realor 
i5Wfeipline af@ramthe thertrbyſome volunit 


«4. 
+ * + 
+ 5 « - 


What th and'sKkillhehes, before heruns t 
Fazard' of a'battel-' To deny himſelf in 


Fit water x which his chirfts: fo 9roFi- nn 


EIhrices, that {6 when the greater cots, 


rhey' hot have' the di/zdoantize of Uncoii 
4 re Strangeneſs to enhanſe their 4; 


cult Mer this midſt certainly be"acknowledy 


Feaſonable;torelſe' we muſt ' condemn almoſt al 


enelly Rave this for their groiud work, tha 
paſs throughthe rf prniciples and /o 
eft rndoients of 'any-Art, before'they can' arrive 
at its heig 
het 
their eraftt we advance in /carning 
pln few eps, /andskip nor from the 4 BC tothe 
(a | 


not themſelves t firſt day Ma 


r/5938-not the clic of all 'Traes or Stie 
© but! will require*fome time" Tritiation, 
_ repeated ' Trial and Eflays: OY us _=__ 


Tanfewers eng = \ —— 


t; ike Honnibs,ometimes'd 
 Thvrte him”"To try by Yiteſe \sbirmſher 


| vs rules-of nimane tranfufions, which 


. *Menferve 4 prentiſhips tO Fra ſes : | 
by leaſurable | 
5 And certainly the $kifl'of _—_ 
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an an acquairitance with it : 'To convince. our axder- 
ſtandings, and perſwade our. ws, that 20 loſe our 
throes is to ow them. ; and-to be faithful unto the 
death, is the beſt way to gains trown of life. .. 
FFI ſhould now. proceed |to-every other pre- 
cept of Chriſt;-and-examine it by the 7»/es of ſober 
#:ſcourſe, we ſhould infallibly:find them ſo ratio-- 
nal as befits the/Laws of him-who is the eternal: 


rok -but -having made theſe ſexs © in ſomeof 
| m l 


oft- oppioel To Inftances,' Iſha prefume theſe 


| may pals as the repreſentatives of all thereſt;-. arid 


ro acquittal-rheſc have reogived at'the Tribunal 
eaſon wore involvethemall... 
vs + N D:now: ſince both conſcience and maſbs; 
have' pronounc'd:the ſame'of Chriſts Lew, that. 
Bitare did of his Perſon; chatrhey find in:then no, 
oe at. all 5 methinks Judges ſhould: have: the 
me priviledge that is allowed to private. Men, 
in the' month of two every word may. be ofa. 
#64: But if any Man be ſo ab as not-to. 
reſt-in coſocitnned of lefi than a Triamwvirate,. let. 
him i» Gods name bring in a-third, and when his 


vicious apperirer (which were before excepred to: 


IIES are et: Torn? he cannot bed: rated 


-ir{ſho Ad be tied crea 
ip: that he mizy entertain full confidence of its #x-, 
trqrity: And noleſs may he do of its ability, ;this 
ow the moſt: infallible of humane determinati- 
uch' as' often' — 4g error of fpeculati-. 


08; 


"y 


wg  Miſchiefs arifog Chaps. 


0#;-and ſhews us the vanity of concluding what 
is pradticable in matter from being demonſtrated in 
the Scheme or Diagram; The guidance of an ill 
terate traveller in the: way that he:-has gone, | be- 
ing far more uſeful ro-a- frenger in his jourtiey, 
than the .beft Mazps and-1moſt.: exatt deſcriptions 
of Geographers, But then it muſt be indeed ex 
periexce, and not -only-ſome {light and tranſient 
Effay. We call not him an experiem'd Phyſician 
that: has: had: oze' Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
pleaded oe Cauſe.  Experjence is the daughter of. 
time, and is made upof many. ſarcefrve trials,-as 
a habit is of multiplied as: And to the verdilt 
of ſuch an Experience; Chriſts precepts will *not 
fear to ſtxnd ; ſet: a Man put himfelf- into a ſetled 
courſe of obedience to them, abſtain ſo: long frotn 
all: prohibited commiſſions, as may wear out*the 
rank taſte wherewith his pa/ate'has been ſeaſon'd, 
and leave it free and diſengag'd, and then-infalls. 
bly he will find ſuch a ſevour and ſweeeneft in thoſk 
virtues, that he will wonder how'he came to'be 
cheated into an opinion of their being bitter and 
_ #uſavoury; and will have. no T4 rw? retarn't0 
his Onions and his Garlick, after he has thus been 
fed with Quails and Manna. That this will be 
the event of-this experiment there' is all ground of 
certainty, and when the trial is once made, ſoir- 
refragable an evidence will follow, that it'will-not 
leave: a'Man the power 70 doubt ::-Only in the 5nte 
rim {0 much belief" is requiſite, is may{t him-in- 
tothe demonſtration, make himiſet to that Pra: 
Qtice from whence he-is to reap all :$« : Andiif 
: any 
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Chap. gs: from Carnal Conſideration. | I05 


any Man be ſo: much a Sceptich, as not to have 
faith enough to put him on the adventere,] ſhould 
at once for. his coxviition and puniſhment, wiſh but 
that he might a-while extend the ſame diffru/t to 
Afairs of common life: Let him doubt whether 
his eat be ſavory, and refuſe to eat ; whether 
his c/oaths be warm,and ſo:go naked; whether his 
houſe be firm, and lye without doors : and when he 
has a while thus ſmarted under his own ds/ciplime, 
ket him but apply the wi/doms he has thus bought 
to the preſent :/?ance, and it will unqueſtionably 
reſolve his;/cr»p/e; or if he be ſtill roo impati- 
eat to attend the ripening of his own Experience, 
let him make uſe of other mens. Let him appeal 
to-any who has inur'd his ect to Chriſts yoke, 
and ask him: whether it be galing and pinchizg, or 
whether it be not eaſie, nay graciow, Let him 
ask one who by repeated reſtraints hath ſubdued 
and tamed his #atural rage or pride, how he likes 
the change, and undoubtedly he will tell him, 
*tis no leſs: happy than a calm is after the noiſe 
and danger of a violent tempeſt, or the eaſe of a 
broken mpoſthume after the painful gathering 
and filling of it. Ler him ask one who has dt- 
veſted himſelf of all his /ex/ua/ ſis, whether by. 
their «b/exce he now diſcern -not their zeceſity, 


and he will tell them, 'tis but the ſame the _ 


tive Chriſtians had of thoſe beaſts skins wherein 
their per/ecntors had clad them,whoſe only uſe was 
by deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him 
come to the converted Mammoniſt, and ask hint, 


which he finds the better treaſury, his avs Coffer 
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_ —_— Take arifne 


leff in ftore, Let himicome to the devout 4c 

andask him what taſte he: finds in: Daxzels unplea- 
fant bread, Dax. 19. 3:\and he will-tell him 2»f- 
nitely more: than ever he did in Divers delicious 


_ fare; that cloy'd andſirfeited the fleſh, this row. 


riſhes and ſupports the fpirit. Nay-finally,let him 
come to him that isaQually ſuffering for righteoufe 


pude: which Chriſt! has-pronounc'd of ſuch : Lee / | 
him viſit Paul and S445 1m the proiſor,and he ſhall | 
hear them ſizing: Perer and theiother 4poithes þ 
after their /fripes and beating, and he ſhall find F 
them rejoycing; And Stephen amidſt the Throng 
of his murderers and Tempeſt of rheir #oxes, and | 


he ſhall obſerve -him"overbooking them all, and 
entertaining himſelf with'a more (pleaſant pro. 
#pett, ſeeing the Heavens open'd and Jeſus ftanaing 
at the right hand of God ; and: why: ſhould not 
other Mens ſuccefſes* animate our. endeavours 
here ?-In temporalaffairs irſeldom:miſles to do it, 
The Trophies 'of Mitiades at Marathon diſturb'd 
Themtfocles his ſleeps; till he had rais'd unto him- 
felf and'Co#rrey more/gloridus ones at Sal/amine:; 
Ceſar "while he views Alexanaders Image © up- 
braids his own ſlackneſs with'the mniemory-of his 
conqueſts, and infpirits himſelf to' great -at- 
_—_— He that returns with a rich fraight from 
4.ebfolnd-Lend encourages others to'Trade #5 
_ theralfo: Nay, even a begger'fpeeds not well at 
an Hojpireble dooy, buy" he tsable'to ſend ſboles up- 
1"$54h + » 5 Te | On 


or the- poor-Main's:Bowels; and he will beable: to. 
aſſure him he is: become: mach richer by ws. 1 
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| on a-the like hopes ; X 'Mygh leſs does; he. Bl has 
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found. a ireg/ags need to. uſe his Orat 


fave made thi od. why then. ſhould . Ro A fem 4 


7 made-this: More, Precious "ol fone be: farc'd 
$9 rwonopoljze.it,, as not being able to arap i part» 

God knows, thus 115.3 thoſe:that hear 
of.n0.rarity;but they long. for it, as Dawd-after 
the waters. of Berhlchem, can; yet hear 'the ſame 


 Dawid CEY "OUT, .baw. [week, the, Lord- ul: -and; «Yet 
have, ing; curiofity to taſte it : Thoſe whom the 


very.name of. Liberty ſo captivates, that they fa- 


 erifice allthat+is really. valuable to that "ts ; 
; bear-the Apoſtle ſpeak of the glorious liberty of 


God,.and dned 
och « Manon 20 Hh ee that __ af 


z ms till rhe become an. unſup- 


table pain, can 4%. RA f thoſe rivers of ples 
jones wherewigh God js toquench their thirſt, 


_ and yet ee on themſelves: the rich mans. for 


ment, and.;denyſo; much as to dip theitip of ns 
fouger, - omas e cooling their own flames, 


God! what range in atuation is this, that Soo 


there is ſo-much of vic/ows exvy in the world, there 
fiould'be;' nathing of wirtuoms emulation? _ That 
Meas. heat:and vigour ſhould all ſpend it ſelf in 
ehaldiſh parſuits, and leave. them thus.cold and 
Fupid- to their/ great and-{crioxs, concernments ? 
d what. ;remains to him that ponders this Ep#- 


| demick tolly, - -but- to breath; out Mofers .Wi 


0 phy wen were wiſe ;.'or if that be.too toeleſs. a a 
vote; O thet men were. not. ſo; deſtruitively fooliſh; 
that their raſhaeſs and org might be ec to 
ap H 4 their 


7 ia x0 th 


their wer intereſts'; And as fools are rein 


be kept from dealing in things of conſequence ; that 
they wean Id'riot pr Hers their Souls'by hen an abs. 
fed kind of mana y,as'they will re truſt with 


the meaneft of their Svied concerns. Andi 


this might be obtain'd;*-if hs! fatal" Ofcitancy 
which has benumb?d' and frozen thern were but 


zeſt off, they would then from the report of the 


good tans be animated to theirjouryey; and rather 
chuſe''to 'make the toncurrent Teſtimonies: 4 
others arguments to encourage them, than /ceve. 
them"as- Hand-writjngs ta peat, /or Wirneffes 


to condenii them.” Ai he'thar ſhall thus borrow | 


other Mens expertence with this aeſign 'of copy; 
i oat, lays it 'as'a foundation for his Ty 
her paſſeiſes' himſelf of 'one'vf the 


advantages of the tommunion-of Saints; -kindles 


himſelf at their fre'til] he grows bright and: hot 
at ir"; combines his fame with theirs, and-{6 
encreaſes' the Ardors of them both';* follows Ex 


imple till Himſelf grows exemplary, and in- ons. 


repeives and gives. But he that thus ſers out; 
muſt remember, that'it is more than'the' journey 
of one day'he has togo; he muſt not'think (asT 
ſaid before) That every "little > ſuperficial attempt is 
that Expetience which he'is in queſt of : He'that 
thus phaiſies will be expos'd to'a very dangerous 
deceit;for"tis ſure there'is in all habses ſuch a force, 
that they are not to,bediſpoſſeſt but by a contra- 
ry violence, and 'therefore/he that has been under 
the power of any vicious*»/tom, entersar firſt in- 
to a ſtate of tad tas uch a tough: oppoſition, 
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Chap T09 
85 rather finds him Work than Pleaſure : Now:if 


| be ſhall upon this firſt Eſſay pronounce, -he is 


like- to paſs a very «nju## ſentezce: Let him fighe 
on-z while till/he have got ſome ground, and then 
though the War afforded him {tre pleaſure, the 
ViQory. will yield him much. Every repeated 
defeat he gives his Adverſary: will. be a new tri- 
mp4 on, ways the RR _ 
preat a Dignity, he may: every day exjoy.: [Bur 
then as he ron de Anekes to'the rec eting of 


' his 'vi&ories, ſb he does of his. Pleaſures too: 


when his irregular-apperites are ſo-ſubdued, that 
they rarely make Aiſa this-is ſuch a ftate 
car as-gives him leiſure to diſcern, and 
enjoy the delights: of: Chriſtian virtue, and! will 
teach-him to reproach'the higheſt Panegyrick he 
ever heard of it as flatiand imperfe& : ſo infinite... 
ly will he find it:exceed” the utmoſt deſcription, 

at-he will ſay'with the Queen of Sheba, the one 


half was not told hims.” This is the rich prize which 


ey ſhall obtainthat 74» the race, but it is/not 
awarded to the: firſt:fep; and hence it is ſo man 
fail-of it, that when they find the uncafineſs 
which attends the breaking off a c»/fom ; this is 


fach a Gyazr, a ſon of '4nck, as turns them back 
diſcourag'd from the Canaen they went to view, 


But alas this diſcovers how ſmall a ſtock'of Reſo- 


| lution they carried out with them ; for where 


Men ſet out with heart and appetite, *tis not ſuch 
little difficulties that will diſmay them : if it be 
bur'their pores they. are ingagd in, it ſerves to 
deceive the ſenſe of many uneaſineſſes, nay often 

| ; dangers, 


we 


f keen. upon it,: that: he feels not the wearineſs 


of a. whole: :diys.motion, and. if he meet, with.a . 


e| in-his way. wall: rather leap it with hazard, 
vertec Gram hib-Ceene.. But *cis ſure,in 
their-ſins they ſuffer-far gr mi hardſhips ith 
out rome qr ha on th drunkard Net agt 
diſheartn rtf qu repeats. Th 
ceſſts till /he have, COD his queſt 


caſt Lirjgantfirsnos down with ONE cr0 wie, il 


but:recommences ihis /ast;; paſſes; it _—_ 
- Connts,-and'conliders not. Io pains; 10. 

ro har weary or-force-the gather out. of, ge 
| The anclean. perſon alloe out. with..his 
Wn, how ſadly ſoever it. hattimacerated him, -hut, 
theps out of the hor-40u/e into the Srews, And, {ball 
men be ſo indefatigable/in-their purſuits of, infels, 
city,” buy one: rorwent  with:.angther., andi'driv 
onthe' year in a cixcle of ſuck woful Traffick, and 


ſhall v:rive and pleiſare be chaught'not worth the | 


finalleſt /abowr pf \Can'they keep chemſclves jn;A 
al contemtiou' with: rheirieaſe, their rea/qzy 
atichitheir God; and can'they.aac endure a hore 
| witha finfil cofom ?-which if it haye ſomg 
wneaſinefs, yer 'tis both infinicely ſhort of what 
_ 5-6 ſuffered inthe contrary compliance, 
belides carries its remiedy in its: hand :.For if 


the: Difficulty ariſe-only (as doubtleſs. it does.) | . 


from the:confirn'dgefs af the Habit, every AQ 
| of rſiſtanoe;ias itweakens the Habit, ſo itabates 
the Difficulty. ''Tr4s: therefore! a . moſt wwree/on; 
os wg from the croxb/e of the fir} oppolt- 


tion, 


he: that is: but in clabof Pl ail Nos. 
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tion; to conclude the impaſivilizy of the future z 
for if the fr/f were but troubleſome. and not.im- 

poſſible, the. ſecond. will have, yet leſs of the 
trouble, and fo be yet'farther remov'd from. im- 
poſſibility, and. the.chird than the ſecond, and. ſo 
or till the difficulty. vaniſh; and dilappgar. . And 


if Men would but aſſume ſuch a moderate courage, 


as but: to keep the field, and not to.run away upon 


the firſt gun-ſhot, they wane ſoon find how im- 


potent efſ«i{snts they had to deal with, who can 
never ſulglue any Man by ſtrength, whois not firſt 


 emaſculated by his own fears. . Let, us therefore 


to ſhun: the report of ſo diſhonourablea Defeat; 


_ awakeand roize qur ſelves, .put'us in a. pofture of 
| "defence: And Satan, who is-as PT an 
Fames 


thing in the world but we, wh, as S. Fames al: 
{ures us, fee fobp #5. Let us upbraid our ſelves 
with our unſeaſonable hardineſs and reſolution in 
our. impieties. till we have-c 


| 'd: the /cexe 
grow impatient. of thoſe, rg 2 re and 


ambitious of theſe honourable adventures. ' And td 
animate us the. more, let us fix our. exes upon the ' 
glorious prize:of the viitory; and that not only 
the fina/ and eternal in future: Glory ; but-thas 
intermediate which offers it {elf as the earneſt .of 
That, the calm and pleaſure of a conquering pigs 

- | The Roman ſtory tells us, that the Flavie- 


| ts had fo poſſeſt their minds with the Pozls.of 


Vienna, that they grew inſenfible of all 4engers 
in the way to. it,. and even. forc'd their General 
Azttoxio to put them upon thoſe,hazards which his 
wifer' condu& would have declind. And Why 


=_ 


x12 - - -  "Mifchiefs ariſing Chaps. 
ſhould qot'our more worthy, hopes excite as great | 
an carneſtneſs ? Why ſhould not we have as great 
an. apperire_ to. the pillaging of Setens ' camp, 
_ plundering that infernal Magazine of all its ems 
. pins both of mine and battery, its: ſtores of arms 
and* ammunition, leaving him naked and de. 
fenceleſs, unable to make any impreſſion; upon 
us? And this he certainly does, who by a ſteddy 
rettice of virtue, comes to- diſcern the contem- 
riblenefi of thoſe baits wherewith he allures us; 
He that ſeeks only the wa -# God, lapks upon 
the applauſe of men as a blaſt.of Air, which poſſi- 
bly may demoliſh and deſtroy a glorious building, 
Sut cannot give foundation or materials to it; and 
tlrerefore will not- ſeek for, or ſolicite its ankeys 
py courtſhips. He who deſires to be great only 
is the Kjnodom of Heaven, laughs at the buſi 
firings of ſecular greatneſs, and wonders at the 
orce of that exchantment, which engages Men 
with-ſo extreme toil, to climb” a tottering -pin- 
zacle, where the ſtanding is uneaſfie, oder fall 
deadly: He that covets 'to. he rich towards God, 
and has enur'd his eyes to that divine fplendor 
which reſults from the- beauty of holineſs, is not 
dazled with the glittering ſhine of Gold; conſiders. 
it as a vein of the ſame earth he treads on, and 
deſpiſes that abſurd partiality whereof the Pro- 
t accuſes idolaters, to employ one part to the. 
meaneſt uſes and fall down: to the other. In a 
word, hethat looks on the erernal things that are 
not feen, will through thoſe opricks exaQtly dif- 
cern the wanity and inconfederablencſs of all that is 
TS + viſible 


at 
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viſible and temporary ;\ and ſo: will be equally un: 
—_ with the 'terrors' or allurements of the 


world, and neither frighred nor flatter'd out of 3 


his duty. And he that is thus fortified diſcou- . 
rages and wearies out his Tempter, deprives him 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and drives _ 
even Satan himſelf to deſperation ;. and when the 
Enemy is thus beat out of the fe/d, there remains 
nothing but 'to enjoy” the 7id#ory. © When that 
reluttance and reſiſt snce of the corrupt appetite is 
ſo weakned and ſubdued, that a' Man atts with 


freedom, he as with plcaſure.too, | A heart thus 
. ſer at liberty, alacrioully 'runs the ways of God's 


commandments : it faring with i as with-a Pati 
ext that 1s preſcrib'd exercſe-for hta/th ; who'at 
firſt perhaps finds /efitzde and trouble in it : but 
when: the obſfratFions 'are: remov'd,. and wature 
disburthened of thoſe noxious bumors thatencums. 
bred: her, that which was at firſt his #as+, bes. 
comes his recreation... For we are not to think, 


.that it is any innate harſbneſſ in-picty that renders 


'thefirſt IIa arp at is owing'on _ 
ly to the indipoſedneff of our own' Hearts. We 

are in: the Prophets phraſe, ' $nocks nnaccuſtomed 
#0 the yoke ; and if we be galled and fretted by it; 


- tis becauſe of our impatient ſtrivings, and 1rre+ 


gular motions under it, the yoke is really nohea- 
vier than it is afterwards, when it is more tamely 
born ; and yet the Eaſe is very different and un- 
equal. And this teaches us a ſhort way to that-. 
felicity we now ſpeak of; to wit, That we com- 
pole our ſelves to ſuch a ſubmiſs and malleable 

| temper 


*o% 


is Miſchief wifng. 


temper, that Clirift may come only. to gdvern 


us as;ſheep, not to:be: put to-rame us as Tigers, 


Let us withdraw all ſupplies from our /»/fs, and 
not. by any ſecret: teſerved atfeQtion give them 
 Glancular aidsto: mainitain their; Rebelion, and 

then they will not be able long to make. any vi 
zoromes : oppoſition , nor conſequently much to di- 
Jturb the tranquillity. of thoſe who have thus re- 
fign'd themſelves tothe government of tha Prixce 
of peace: and if this cannot be'done; in ſich am 
inſtant, þut that there will beſome. previous diſ- 
placencies, . and uneaſie: ſtruglings, yet-even 


thoſe like the \ Scorpion carry. Antidote: againſt. 


their own ſings, when *tis conſider'd, that they 
_ are but the pargs of the new birth, they will be-. 
come, very ſupportable by the expeQation of. that 
joy.'to which they tend. An enflaved - people 
think themſelves fairly advanc'd to happineſs, if 
they can get but tomake head againſt. theirop- 
xreſſors,. though they muſt expe&t many ſore cax-. 

ids.and ſharp'\'exgagements before they. become 
Viftors: and carteindy fois matter.of ineſtimable: 
Joy'to him, whohas been under that fad ſpiritual 
flavery, to be ſet thus upon even terms, with his' 
{word in his hand againſt thoſe, whoonce had him 
in ſuch -vaſſalage, that he durſt- not lift up:'a' 
thought againſt:them ; but eſpecially when *tis 


» 


remembred with what izvincible aids he is backt; 
ſuch as will aſcertain him of vi&#ory if he do'not., 
treacherouſly defeat himſelf. And ſurely he mult: 
be of -a' ſtrange phlegmarick temper, whom all 
theſe conſiderations'will ribt cnliven,” convey ins , 
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ro him ſo much ſpirit as to make-an attempt, 
att engage him to-do that upon 1ſo-preſſing, ſo 
great a concern which mere curiofity prompts 
Men daily to in'common affairs. | And he that is 
not moulded of *this-cold and ſtubborn elay, he 
- that has not loſt one of the elements of Mans com- 
poſition, and has-but a part of fire in his temper; 
wilt furely have' ſome warmth towards this fo in- 
viting an experiment: and when” he has once 
made it, T-donbe not, it will then joyn with the 
fufirages both'of reaſon and conſcience in appro- 
bation of Chrifts Laws, and will with Solomon 
pronounce of this ſpiritual wiſdom, her ways are 
ways. of pleaſaninefi, and all her paths ave peace, 
21% + 7 N ct ESN 
AND: now it muſt be a ſtrange »:o/exce of 
impicty, that rauſt break this chreefo/d cord, that 
ſhall diſannul the joynt /exterce of all that are 
competent Judges in this matter. This is not 
the {trength of Sa7pſox that brake withs and cords, 
but of the Legion that puifd in pieces fetters 
and chains; and though - too many Men 
make it their orz work ; yet certainly 'tis only. . 
the Devils intereſt : he aſpires to the rule and 
government of us; and to that end nothing can 
be more contributive, than theſe prejudices we 
rake up againſt Chriſts conduQt. - A Sout hke 
a Nation, can neither bear 2wo Legr/lators, nor 
 be' without ozz : and Satay having: but that 
ſingle competitor, our quarrelling with Chrifts 
Laws, is virtually an embracing of his. When' 
we ſend Chriſt that rebellious meſſage ; _—_— 
| une 
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huzc regnare, we fay to the other as the 7rees to 
the bramble, Jude, 9. 14. come thou and reign over 


 &. And to this defiance of the one, and invita- 


tion of his' oppoſite, he very nearly approaches, 
that. thus defames Chrifts commands as irratio- 


nal 'or ſevere, The traducing of a government . | 


being, we know, the immediate pre/udium to the 
caſting it off; /ibeling the forlorn.hope to rebel- 


| hon, But you God men would ſoberly weigh 


whither ſuch a mutinous humor tends ; and when 
our outward condition has given us ſo many. preg- 
narit and coſtly proofs of its ruinous effects, _ 
caution that it make not the likes wrack within 


'us:: that we do,not madly exchange Chriſts gentle 


ſervite, and glorious rewards, for Satans truel bon- 
dage,and crueller Wages: the golden chains of the 
one.which do more adorn than tie us, for the Iron; 
the Adamantixe link of the.. other,. which bind 
us, till they deliver us over: to_ thoſe Chains. of 


 darkneſ, where our captivity ſhall be irreverſible. 


If this ſo reaſogable, ſo neceſlary. a care may be 
admitted ; 'twill certainly confute .the profane 
ſophiſtry of our age, filence our impious- cavils, 
and inſtead of propicing us of the colour of an 


auſtere Maſter to. excule our Forh, will engage 


us to that diligence that ſhall ſuperſede the uſe 
of ſuch ſbifts, and then we may hope to ſee Chris 
ſtianity have a j 61mg again, aſſume a 
Body ſomewhat of ſolidity and ſubſancs ; which 
now. wanders #bqur like a ghoſt or fpettre, a ſbage 


or vaniſhing apparition, which leaves no footſteps - 


bebind it : and to the re-union, © let us all emu- 
F loully 


1 
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oy 


louſly contribute; take up evety one of us his dry 
boxes, and bring them to the- Prophet, or rather 
to Him who ſake by that Prophet, to breath-up- 
on them, till at laſt they be'cemented and inſpi- 
rited in aCtive 4zty, to ſhew forth the Praiſes of: 
' that God who hath calPd us out of darkneſs into his 
marvellows light, 1 Pet; 2.9. 


Tk. 


CHAR FE 
A Survey. of the Miſchief ariſing from Partial 


' Obedience. 


 NOTHER fort of prepotioany Con+ 
fiderers there are, by whom the power 
and force of Chriftieuit isno leſs obſtruQ- 
: and thoſe are they that contrive not how they 
may moſt comply with z7,- but how-they. may be 
bend it to comport with them. That rebate its edge, 
or turn it only againſt ſuch of their corruptions as 
' they have leaft kindneſs. for, -. That weigh the 
precepts with no other: deſign bur that of taking 
the /jghteſt + Thoſe to which their conſtitutions 
or other circutnſtances - carry leaſt repugnance ; 
and come unto the Goſpel not as to-a Law, but toa. 
Market ; -cheapen what they-beft like, and leave 
the reſt for other cuſtomers. -. - 


THAT thus it is with many, needs no other 
proof than the variety viſible .in the lives of ſeve- 
' ral profeſſors. Oe man behaves himſelf. o- 
| aeftly, 


| . . | _ nn nem 
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4sfily, and tells you. his religion. commands him 


' humility ; yetat the-ſame time'tranſgrefſes the as 
ſtriQ precept of Juſtice; and will. defraud him he 
bows t9. On. the contrary, another is Juſt, but. in- 
ſolent,..and though his Sentence do not bend, 
expetts his C/zenrs ſhould. -'That:man owns the 
purity of his religion in viſiting the fatherleſs and 
widows, yet diſclaims it again, by not keeping 
himſelf pa of the world, This perſon is Ab- 
ſtemious, but Uncharitable, will drink no wize, 
but thirſts for b/o#g, He / prays much, yet cur- 
ſes more ; whileſt he is meek, but indevour. 
Naw while the Rule. is one and. the-ſame, how 
{ſhould it come, that mens Practices ſhould; ſo 


vary, were-'it not for the 'unequal Application ? 


did they:take ir intire, ehough thers might bag: 
if 430 


fexencein the degrees, yet ſure hat.in.ghe kind. 
their - Virtues, and as men would. nor. differ To 
from-one another, ſo neither would they from 
themſelves; there would be then no.lfuch-thing as 
2 chariteble Drunkard,.a devour Qppreſlor, ache 
Miſer ; | Mofters. [erigendred. by this. unnatural 
commixture of /ight_ with. darkneſs; but piety 
would. be uniform and' extenſive, and bring into 
captivity every Ps hes wrto the abedtence of Chriſt, 
2Cor. 10. 5- And till it be thus, Chriſf/anity can 
| gever be thought ta-have archiev'd any part of its 

caby which was not aim'd Og -one ſingle 
limb, but againſt the mhole body of fn, las |. 


tis not the "OpPINg -off one of the ' remote mem- 


bers,»that will render the remaining | ones any 
whit the leſs vital ; the having a pars leſs to ant- 
mate, 


j 
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fuſe Sin which brings them. in. little of fat 
- on, and isperhapsin compoſition wirh ſome other, 


e- 


. 129 
"mate, will rather. ſerve to toncenter the- ſpirits, 
and make them more aQtive in the reft ::as we 
ſe the prening of Trees makes'them more. prod 
fck: And this effe& is very obvious among men : 
he who has no general diſlike tp. vice,: if he repu- 
diate 9xe, *tis commonly that he',may cleave clo-; 
ſer to another; and what he defaulks from ſome 
ary, -inſipid ſin, is: but to'make up a Bexjanin's 
Meſs for ſome ather ;more.guſtful; If the Wan-. 


I TOTO 


_ ton be ſober, *tis'odds he thinks exceſs a Rival to 


his /«/# ; if the Proud man he'/ibera/, *tis becauſe 
covetoyſneſs is inglorious; ſuch \unevenneſſes are 
caus'd not by an\«»tz»dzeſ5ro any Sin (unleſs pol- 
ſibly thar averſion which natural conſtitution rat 
ſes in ſome ) but by a pertizlity'torone or more fa- 
vourite-Vices, for whoſe better. accommodation; 
and /ccurer reign,' not only Virtue, but other Vi- 
ces alſo muſt give Plagea ttt 2i/t ob Dr ge, 
_ AND: this*tis much to be fear'd will upon a 


” 


true account,” be found to be the: ſamm of many, 


© mens piety, ſomething they think they muſt pay. 


to the importunity of. their Religion,. which up-. 
braids them fo. loudly, that they* are-willing to, 
ftop its mouth,” but yet would do it withas much, 
fragality, and g00 managery/as may, be, and {© 
conſider what'tis they can beſt : ſpare; what .re- 

_ of fatisfaQi- 


more agreeable :- and thjs:they can be content ro, 
devote to the faughter, ſet it ro receive all the 
impreſſions of the ſword of the ſpirit ; and fo ule it 
as a backler to their darling luffs," to ward _ 
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blows which muſt elſe; #all- heavy on them ; -but 
alas 1: this is nor to'obey, but to delude'; to'ranſom 
agreater:Sin with.a leff,; and: to tranſcribe in this 
matter the:Counſel of Cataphas : to: /etione die for 
#be people, that thewhole nation periſh not.;, To make 
one forlorn-guilt-4 Patriot to the reſt, whilſt in 
the tempeſt which threatned: a general-ſoipmrack; 
the preciows wares are: preſerv'd, .by throwing the 
leſs valuable over-board./1 one wb {4 


/ Ly 


' AN'D truly-thitis commonly the eveht ; men | 
are: {0 jolly 'and+\triumphant when they have 


worſted a- trivial inconſiderable; fin; :as.if they had 
defeated''the whole: army :--this- poor ' deſpicable 
. Poilis ſetupas their Trophy, and-miuſt, they think; 
witneſs for them -both«to God and man,.: that they 
are good: fouldiers of\ Jeſus: Chriſt; they 'can, like 
Saul, with full confidence:meet the. Prophet, and 
tell him they have fulfilled thei commandment of the 


Lord, 2' Sam. 15. 13. though: 4gzgiand the beſt 


cattle, \the reigning ahd fatteſt ſins be-fpar'd : and 
while they are thus:ſecure, their {ins will certain- 
ly be fo alſo, have' no-difturbance:-or..diſquiet 

om them, but lie -at :eaſe and -reſt, feed like 
Cenibals:upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the 
carkaſſes of thoſe unlucky vices, -0n whom the 
exterminating lot hapned to' fall; : and by that 
means grow to a prodigious bulk and corpulen- 
cy. And upon theſe terms Satan himſelf'will al- 
low us to mortifie ſome ſins, nay will himſelf caſt rhe 
firſt ſtone at them : and' like a rooking gameſter, 
purpoſely loſe theleipetsy takes, that: he may after- 
wards {weep the board, © [O73 + | 

| FOR 
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FOR if men ſhould'give themſelves up uni- - 
verſally teat /orts of TH," 1f they ſhould! ſet: then 
ſelves 1n'1atotal oppoſition to - all ' the © documents 
of their profeſſion, -he- would loſe one'of his moſt 
uſeful exgins:; there: could be no -ſuch thing'as 
»falſedelufive hope, they might/poſſibly* by-ob- 
ſtinacy hardey,' or by diverſion gag Conſcience, 
butithey could not bribe and corrupt it, make it | 
ſit down: wel{:pleas'd and fatisfied with'ir Telf/ 
For when the izhreats againſt diſobedience ſhall 
occurto the mind of one who has in all-inſtances 
diſobey'd,' "tis impoſſible he ſhould find+ any 
falve,. any. way. of evading the Thruſts, ' they 
make ſo direaly at him : but he who caralledge 
for himſelf that he obeys '7*ſome things, confronts 
that -to al:ObjeCtions,, and' reſolves he is not 
#the liſt of: the difobedient': ' One or two ſuch 
_ comfortable-inftances .are”as mighty, as God 
promisd+ thei 1/xae/ites ſhould be, Dent. 32. 30. 
Ore able toxhuſt's thouſand, and two to put ten thou- 
fazxd to flight; all 'fears and miſgiving thoughts 
are diſſipated-and fled before them : and as once 
the French\Kyngin his return to the numerous 
{welling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetition” of France, France, France, was a full 
ballance to themall ; ſo when whole files' of great 
and ſcandalous Crimes ' preſent themſelves, oxe 
ſingle virtue is thought a ſufficient counterpoize. 
He whoſe Conſtience upbraids him with all 
Profaneneſs towards God, and Inſobriety to- 
wards himſelf: yet if he can but anſwer, that he is 
juſt to his neighbour, he thinks he has pag 
3-77 . I 3 Is and 


he concludes, that Incenſe will: ſen 


mm WW ape anna 
and-fears no farther reckonings: he who is im- 


merſt; in;all the #/chineff both of fleſh: and Spirit, 


has abandon'd his Mind to' pride andery,: his Bo: 


dy to {uſt avd-imtemperance ; and ſofacrificed both 


thoſe to Newvils; yet if he caft but ſome: grains of 


_ higeſtate;upon; the. \Altar';; devotd any.:ſarall part 


-or..Charity';, 
up a:Cloud 


of thatt9 God, for the uſes of Pies 
thick-enough tg obſcure the other from the ezes 


of Divine Juſtice, and 'yield ſo-ſweet a ſavonr, 


gs will perfume him in {ſpight of -allthat: Noifor- 


' neſs :j{01extending, 01d, 7 abits. waids beyond his 


meaning;: that als, though atone, gelivereth from 
death; :and cleanſeth from all fin. He whois de 
in ſacriledge and rebellipn, that can datingly Firabs 
low repeated deliberate perjuries;' yet if he can 
get but the demure wn? 0-9 10: fear 'a\ ſudden 
oath, he is Chymiff, enough to extract a confidence 
out of that fear, and preſumes ithat: formal Civi- 
lity to Gods name, ſhall expiate all the: real Vio- 
larioas-and Contempts: of rom -and while men 
make{uch uſe of their partial peace-wmeal obedi- 
ence, it can never be the Devils :zntereft to diſturb 
them z» it,” to awake them out of: their pleaſant 
dream, or toexaCt of them to depoſite thoſe 
unſignificant remains of their Chriſtianity, which 


ſerve only to make them mote Sipize, not more 


Safe. © | TS | 

| N AY, indeed his affairs are ſo ſtated, that to 

ſome he can and does, \and without danger, allow 

a yet far greater indulgence; he can permit them 

to bid: much fairer than this for Heaven, and 
2 | | yet 
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PR EST ET TORI 


yo the purchaſe is far frotn being made; 
heean ſee them caſhier not ſome one ſimxte irs, 
bur whole ##09þs together, --ahd yet not fear the 
finking of his Cauſe : He can truſt rhern' fo far, 


 thatas the ys WP jos in the Goſpel, they miy be 
d, > Alb 


Ptroriounc far from the Kjnedom of God : 
yet as longs there is but oe unmortified Luſt, 
that can fend them away /ad from ON :his te- 
nure is firm-enough.. Hervd' may ' hear Fohn Bap- 


_ Yriſtglady; tray do many- things upon it, yet"let 


him but keep Hey0dizs, and ſhe will ſooh beable 
£0-ſecure both her ſelf and Satan againſt the dan- 
per of thar Competition, This 1s indeed his main 


udvantage,/ rhat he can hold faſt by the ſmalleſ 


thyed ; and whereas to our bliſs a confpiration 
and union of all Vertues 45 required ; our r4ixe 
caii' ſpricig from any one ſolitary Crime -': man; 


Founds make that Ladder' wherewith we mu 
Tale Heave# :' whereas oxe'\ftep ſerves to precipi- 
\ fare us intothe Abyſſe ; ſo ſadly verifying the Poe- 


tical Axiort;* Fails deſrenſme Averni, Inſumm, 
while there is but- ay one ſingle ſin indulg'd to, 
that is the Dew/ls zedder ; and thoughirt ſhould be 
imagin'd fo looſe, as to give men ſcope to range 
over all other © forts. of Virtues, to taſte the ſweet 
and feed liberally on them ; yet ſtill the beaſtis in 
the power 6f him who has fixt the line, not only . 
to be finally led away bo fg; but alſo to have 
the /eagch ſbortned, and be either put out of the 
reach, or quite removed from the view of thoſe 
pleaſant paſt #ves. nes | 
- F OR thougtithe ſecurity rais'd by ſuchan un- ' 
I 4 | uniform 


Ul 


uniform piety is in many. ſo exaQly: apportioned 
the change of his tenyre ; yet where the circum- 
ſtances arefuch,. as, will: make it uſeful, he can 
ealilyqwiſt. his ithred, into .a..Cable.,, .When he 
thinks one Mo»zrch Luſt too, mild a regiment, he 
can ſet upan”Athenian Tyranny,.'or. which is yet 
werle, let in the whole. popslacy..of Sin upon the 
Soul, which like the Agyprian., Locuſts ſhall 


overrun and devour it,. ot leave any green thing on 


the ground, and that this is in. his. power we have 
too much, reaſon to. conclude. He is, we know, 
a cunnjng /ophiſter, and if he has abus'dus ſofar 
as'toimpale oe {in upon .us, he may thence very 
regularly. deduce m4ny more.; as oze falſe Pre- 
mile admitted, may he improved. into, zhouſands 
of, falſe Concluſions. Indeed. ſuppoſing a man 
reſo[ute.to adhere tg one.fin, he;may, with very 
good. . Logick perſwade. him to. multitudes - of 
bthers:- There are but two Objef#ons uſually 
made:to any Tempuation ; either the- offence, or 
the.dqzger/; and theſe are uſually. objeQableito 
one 1ih as well as toanother : ſo that this dz/emmas 
readily offers it ſelf : Either it is reaſonable to 
buy a .p/eaſere at that price; or it is not; Tf it 
be, then contrive that the crime be pleaſant, and 


that brings its diſpenſation with it : If-it be not, 


hen why. doſt thou live in this one fin in de- 
pight of both guilt and puniſhment ?. The /attex 
part of the Dibmms 'tis- no part of Satans buſi. 
neſs to preſs ; but the former he has too much ad- 
yantage of purſying ſucceſsfully; if hecan but 
\ . bs 5 | 


dreſs 
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dreſs up a terhptation to look ipvitingly,' rhe buli 


neſs: is done.:> wr thing 115/ahwarven 
Pitts, that.even-laughs.it ſelf-outaf countenance; 
and. wants only: temptation. to+become  ivviforus 
Vice, How abſurdly:! looks>ity- to :{ee:a man run 
away with Joſeph from:.theembracesof: hisd4;- 


firef, and yetwithfull ax grkn arſpeed accompd- 


ny-Gebaziin the purſtit of ai 4ribe;>andrhoweobs 
v10us15/it toconclude that: che: former aſſauldl was 
+ an only becauſe nat; manag'd with the 
right weapon ; that he might have;been þ4#'z; that 
would not. be woved?' W.hat:am mockery 15 it: fors 
man to.be zealomr:for God, :and' rebellious ag ainft his 
King 7 Asin the:reverſe, fora mantoberruezo 
bis King, and a rebel to his God? ent who can but 
think; that had either of the averted Crimes been 
gookt:to their Palati, they might:have changd 
Meſſes? Indeed'tis hot imaginable by what xules 
of diſcourſe, he that-ermbraces one firſhould reje&t 
another: if it be done only upon phancy and humor; 


_ astheirepal/# vice: will have reaſon to complainof 


great partiality, when as bad as it ſelf-is receiv'd 
and cheriſh'd ; ſoit points out aiway toiattacque 
him more proſperouly : ler it ſhape it ſelf.ro the 
phancy ; and ſure Satan, who can iransfornihivt 
felf to an Angel of light, can'ſoon work thateaſie 
change : et the younger Brother get on thecloaths 
of Go favourite E/az, transform it ſelf- into 
the ſhape and intereſt of. the darling fin, and 
it need not doubt of a free admiſfor.. But. all 
this while topretend conſcience for ſuch an abſti- 
pence, 1s Of all other pleas 'the moſt abſurd ; _ 


EF 


_— ""Mhfthane aifog+ 
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wh ſhould be ſruplear one;':that abandons Hin. 

ſe omertings As 1S. Famed arghes.cconcetni 
theguils, fo _—_— we'for the ri {Hetha 

- faid,. Do wor: adultery; (aid alſo, Do wot kill; 


td bow, to his the ove;\ and reſiſt it-if 
theother.” | pair unhappy: isithe caſe ofhim. who 
etnertains one;ſin; his encloſire:isbroken 


and he's a Common for all:: he isleft deſtitute of 


ateply to any:temptartioh,' and like a (baſbfut per: 
will be in danger" of | yielding; rar 
aſham'd to deny +andthis doubrnot, many have 
foutd experimentally: crue-;' ſome fins have' been 
committed not ſo. much- uponithe. force of incli- 
nation, as to:be/confentaneous to themſelves, ito 
filence-the. dings of their underſtandings 


| arcaſonableaccoun;” why 143 and not ther, "or 


that 3: for when by oze told. wilful ſin amanisets 


terid-intoa ſtare o of boli y with God, 'tis nota 
tenderneſs in all others will make up the breavtrs and 
_ themtheyrhinkrherule of haben enemies takes 
place; where all:civilities are: diſclaim'd;5 and 
the quarrel manag'd -to. the moſt advatitage. 
The reſolv'd Adz/terer could” perhaps without 
giuch difficulty be juſt ; but when he confiders 
that that one "Helews of his will certainly maks 
2 _ he thinks 'tis an impertinent #icene/5. to 


prize, or diſmiſs his covetonſneſs while | 


he - olves to retain his +. . 'The incorrigible 
arunkard could perchance eaſily-enough be t#4fte, 


but when he remembers char drankenneſs ex- - 


cludes 


_ [tisabulive rr thei Souldiers Ave Rex, 
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forafing ſo unevenly; it being impoſſible:to give. 
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cludes him from 3he Kingdom of Heaven : having 
made that ſale'of hiserernal inheritance, he thinks 
*isbut good hnsbandry 'ro get as/ much! as he can 
for-it:t1 So rrearheromud 4 Is is any one Sin admit- 
ted, and lodg'd in the heart, it defpoils.it of -all 
itsarmour of defence,” leaves it nothing where- 
with to guard ir ſelf againſtany/affailant ; and be 
it never {o {mall 2 one, "tis like! choſe 1itrle thieves, 
bay aan. \ogat 'the window; ſet the'doors 
openzoall-the reſt, oo Vs: 
:>B U'T- perhaps this da»ger may be thought'in 
ſome degree ' warded by the xatwral temper and 
conſtitution of (men, whicly neceffarily renders 
theni unapt to comradiffory vices; and {0 will ſe- 
cyrethenvat leaſt-from ſo-many as are diſagree- 
able totheir Temper: bur if this ſhould be:gran- 
ted; yet: it- confeſſedly:: leaves them open! to: all 
others, : and that were ' certainly! bad enough rhe 


_ that:is as wicked, as his complexioncarinot only'ent- 


cline,but permic hins to be,will not want much'of 
theurmoitnumberof” fins: 'but whatever wecan 
ſuppoſe that to: ftrike off from the tale ; yet in 
the-fecond place; 'tis very much tobe fear'd, that 
wall _ Tong 'of t _— ; | he that *" 
to'the height of his apperire, per ower, iha. 

he be _—_ the more Tinecens; tba lick were 
ſome naxſeated. ſins, which he had not Self-denial 
enough to commit? God-abſolves us in propor- 


| tion to the re#irudeof our Wills, not the nice- 


neſs of our Complexions': he that wills to'pur- 
ſye whatever hecan'find gwftful, how impious ſo- 
ever ; ſhall it bevirzze in him that ſome Sins are 


— - 


wk 


avoury anddifi 7 creme his xBalared 1Tfrit 
ſhoalctoromay 
- Analdgy brought in;:either to: fvell or-abateithe 
ageobnts of ourſin, zthatwe ſhallbemuch twiktek 


inthe eſtimate of it; 11821 of nr t,* Ni 10} BAS wok: 
+ BUT -irt:che third place-<veit theſe very aver: 


Gons- are 1no' infallible- preſertaiive;: : for; iff chey 


appen to be riiort: moderateand remiſs, thamehe 
veof-fome! other::fin 3: ' that: predominant ilincls ' 


nation will ſubdue thoſe a:/likes;; whenever: ts 


intereft.is' to be:farv'd.; by thaſesrdtherwils thot 
guſt ful: commiſſienss. »T hes is*nothi more:or 


digary than to: fee oneappetite:: toi: the 


viplation;+of:; another.; A: - man: perhaps; hates | 
arnkennef, -not only-as a : beftielt but uncaſie' wice'3 


yetit his love. to- wg exceed-his-dj/cke. torthat ; 


as ite- toi make!) the: rice of-2 
wheg thats requi(i __ price 0-2 


g4 bargain, 'that awverfon, , and give 
Wain: Aman. deſpiſes. ſwearing: as an 1iAfipidik 


Peramment ſin.; ifhe 1et any. great: value; | 
being i of menos naphal - RR __ | 


Diatodt, ; that will ſoon; debaſe:homro whathe (0 
myech contemttg ;'-and+trulyitherecis ſcarceany 


pther:account to; be; given of -thatgreat and foo- | 


lidſin--.But in-noother-inftance 'a.this 6 -noro- 


riouſly viſible, as-in that- of dueling. I need not | 
ſingle. out any; one mans partieular-inclination ; 


the nature 0 mankind dot certainly avert-both 


killing and being; kilPd ; yer- parmas that Phan- 


ta/m, that Chimer honour, / has once poſſeſt the 
mind, . no reluQtance of humanity is able to make 
bead againſt itz but it commands as uncon- 


trouPdly, E 


ſoanyemeriaſick rhings beby 
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tronbdly; :asthe Centurioy: inthe Goſpel, , ſays: 40 
we, thismwan "go by ht: goes,\ #0, another: come ad 1 be 
tomidoca. \ney-as tyrannically.as -the/great home 
of artery, Ne ay) an :Eflay-of! his Soveraignty 
commands whalt: troops} to; ride down prec cow 
ne) by omen are. not-'onlyc thus vi 
forne:foxnign /uff,; but aremany Ng | 
finoy'Y' gon by:! ſander of-that very! wiciows price 
Centre: kite birth ;.ofor we-miltake-if 


 wethinl they ate always vertuous; or ſo much 


as innocently founded ; Vice 1s often at civil wars 
with! it felf:;1:andit thei e\ vehement i»clination to 
one, 31 ingenders@ aiſpl, om toi fEOpPRar 3 ;.. but yes 
factLaradell isithis: quity, that upon 
——_ 3 is bull by the «bhorrence 
commiſſion of thedaine- Sin, ;., For: example, a 
ned roy "6 Wc.harks: 10: avn..and. flarrer 
othersg1as heloves tobe; flatter'd. himſelf ; yet. let 
his' pride-but once: wark the: other way, and; ſet 
him upon an ambitions )projed?,” then. al the mean 
condeſcenſions: ts are with: eaſe digeſt; 
ed; hecan crouch and. proſtrate; and-as the P/al- 
iſt ſpeaks, fall down apd humble. himfelf;; that by 


_ that.deſcent-he, may: rebound, to! the: height he 


aims at':- but {till pride 1 is the.common cauſe of 
theſe {6 diſtant effeRs..: In like-manner. the. Rio- 
tous 'Prodigal deteſts. eovetouſneſs,: looks upon.it 
as ſo ſordid and (baſe; that he. brands eyen-pro 
dent. frug ality-as approaching t00near it ; yet 
let him'+but once, find, the fr5mes.to grow dry 
which ſhould feed  his-/4x#r7 ; when he feels his 
Riot. begins. ro exhauſt and prey npon/it Fo 


Ez "Hfehnfearve = — Chaps: | 
then even that deſpiſed Eoveronſneſa: Fern calle 


toits aid, to dig: mere! for” the Furiiace to: 
and{d by a ſtran - a eriftaſir; prodigality' 


z)ple even of thoſe that ſeem the moſt ec 
ow; and then how ſhall aman! (char hasam! | 


Hrney one fuck teeming luſt bei ſecur't" chat it 


terewgir, aa IF ngher ome hr hang 
there deflerr, d&wit all germ mh mn vn 
treatures, 1 pOgEHfiOot} 


D3 THERE isbur ane lo vero _ 


fey be Idly Sr bk Net tos 
foo wil uniformly | and therefore 
Dh any Ont © dvVIgour, : 


manifeſt. that op-rarii GO Grace 1s obfitr 

andſitha maiyFſhoulg' defire ſoberly fo conſider 
what aſſuran6@he has, that he who has' ſSevacu- 
ated Gods gras ein one inftarice; ſhall not doſoin 
another?” ht of that grace he can-be luft- 
ful, *why Nan 1 'beas able to reſiſt it i7n fu 
bow of 1 runkenneſs, Saerlge, Rebellion,” or 
any other &ime'ts which-he Thall at anytime 


have appetite ?.\Can he imagiti&thit God'ſends' | 


_ forth/an irreſiſtible Rrengrh againſt ſome” fins, 
whilſt in others he permits'men a-power of repel- 
ling his Grace? that werd'to' tranſcribe the $y#5-: 
ans abſurd Phanſee,” thathe'is « God of the hills and 
tot of the valleys: No certainly, he who has his own' 
inhappy 


rapin, ©'T unhappily ; protifick is-evety 
; fe it tacked" in its bowels tlic i fedanrns 
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farſt;Sacriledge is i lookt;;,on with ſome . 


- fiercely, that nothi 


ifapugnesit 10; others, yet 
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unhappy: expezience to atteſt ;the poſſbility-of 
\fullagngth Divine fuccours 1n.0ne; particular, 
_ ſure þ nana to;infer, the. like in-or 
Nay alas,! it. does.got . only;infer i it by way. of .4r- 
HO but-it is. dee apt to produce 


uftom and af 
he who [bas fo i wn. 7 oped re aft 
Nodal Te 24s at ws wen; Girl wi OI . 
and OY runs 6n with caſe and. boldneſs to future 
refiſtance. Itfares, with, men in [this violation of 


Gaals grate, asit does 1 in 7 chat of his Parri 


and men are fain todeyiſe "argaments and colours 
£0.delude their relut  Conſciences ;. but when 
they have once made the breach, « 
ſity ſoon retires; mes weght. of 
gain, has ſuch! a fupeſying:.; 

without check ſw 


can extinguiſh;it.. . But vt mere it were Ek 
for a-,man to;be. Reus ”d obs own compliance 
with ſome part. of reſtraig as Be ce -whileſt he 
that grace 7- the EDI paſs 
efthat grace ?- It being God's, implies 'tis nor. in 
ur power, he may ſurely do what he will with 
is Own, -and though his promie-has madea ſure 
entail of it; to all thoſe, who bumwbly ſeek'and. dils- 
entlh uſe-ut © yet it.no where SORAeES that itiſhall 

| portion of any other, ;; much leſs thatirſhall 
bwpdetuantely and endteſly renew its afſaylts on 


thee - 7; 
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, n 4 AND now. would God, chis might be ſadly 
; '? pondered, that Men' would not be their. own $2 
eng, and entertain themſelves with thoſe deceit- 

| ful welodies, which willead:in  bowlings 4nd guaſhs 
|” of reerh;\ that they would nor think their has 
ſome few! yertues,' and; but ſome few; 'Fiees 
is ſervex0-fatisge the. deſign,: or. pong? wen | 
Jt rewards; of their Chriſtianity: | for. if they 
| fbould Es i this poſture, and-niot be tern- 

grow:worle, they, may certainly;conclude, 
tis ok 4 Satan finds Hey need nor; -And zag 
lx be-prowd of that : Virtue: Han Nes 
Himſelf will allow them ?. ans: hink:them "5s | 


"i CO EM Een 0-appole to 
him, they-have made a.volungary: ets thei. 
| fdlves for:on&:or. more beloved; fin; and new as: 
vaſſals he- may; impoſe on tliew what; oP 
F Fg and by their doging:affeQvi-romnt Am 
; hel, thke advantage allo;t0.obtrude the ipod 
Leah upon them} And; how.v Io oh | 


Plorableis. this ſtate What a: | | 
we mult: 9owe to the; Dewey Shin we popert ng 
better than he will let-us ? -4 511i] 208 nth 

FE T 80s] is without Hyperbol, the eondit 
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134. Hens aifng Chaps: 
_bf-8very:!Man thar/-is-not —— uniformly 
_Chfiſtian;\ every indulg/d ſin gives Satan livery 
and feifitr of his und a power to Hiſpofe-of 
it 25:he-pleaſes,” T: kdow'!Men ate- apt:to- flatter 
- themſelves with-orher hopes,andthink: chat thoſe: 
6bedi ences:they:pdy'to God ſhall-like'a- pre-in-/ 
| Bapement”"diſannul-all/after -conradts: madeiiby 
*paik, and. put-rhem into the poſſeſſion of Him 
who # is able to:4;2d' that 70g! man;!1. But! God 
Will-iot be'acceffary:ro duch 2 fraud; | everi:00- 
 Wardsithe Devil;>whiſethey keepimheiprice, en- 
pleaſtire or-profit »whetewninhe/bo 


ND D's God will ciot rhas forcibly wreſt 
hemomtof His hands; much leſs willihs deſcend 
t Sao ation andeompoſirionweith-him../ Gol 
of ha 68G P70 hibband didi exer 

Sp corp ; Foes his: ales with the ddurerert | 
ſevering diflayalty he, gives 
"©bit wo al d diſclaims: Nags A Yet 
Dh efotte Tel be -48:to: hope-God will rarifie 
 - % AlE n. they have made of: one are! of 
ctr left and conrented]y enjoyothe' reſt ; and 
a8 ovelipetitors uſe: ſometimes rodo;ſhare with his 
Reals" Bara _ q ages nga quarrel will-not 
ers edifference between thele ir- 
mcilab ;willnot be-ſb compromi- 
: ae Ita treaty; idor- will-ever 
eonvs'(mauch as' tan interview iewrith his enemy, 
_ within the lifts and receſſes of 'one Heart. ' And 
while- 'Met Tabour fuch an accord,-they- are -but 
combining; 


id Tow: hever idteepoſe-w6-defear him of | 
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combining with Star againſt God and their own 
Souls : he knows'\well, that while he holds any 
part; God wilthave none, and ſo the whole falls 
to him, and then he may very Tafely be modeſt, 
and:demand but moderately, and by that ſeeming 
difkrence and, yielding,* gain more than by all his 
Thoft eager.conteridings::;'T ſuppoſe-every- Man. 


| will difown the having. this ridiculous delign- of 


canpounding the. ftrife- between - Heaven and 
Hel; but certainly it is the natural interpretation 
-of ſuch partial obediences ; when two Lizigants 


[- © contend for ſomething which T have i; my. keep- 


ing,.if Idiyideitbetween:them, is it not: obvious 
#0:conclude'I deſire to' compoſe the diſpute and. 
Atisfie'both-parties, and'is5 not this the'very caſe 
Here ? ?Tis/ttue indced, it carries a very abſurd 
ſound, but then how more abſurd is it for, Men to. 


- » 
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a& at ſuch/a rate, thatiwhen 'tis repreſented to 
them m the trueſt colours, . themſelves are aſha- 
| med-to own what they have done? And this calls 
foudly upon then to put themſelves our of the laſh - 
of their own diſcipline ; to recover ſuch an inno- 
cence that they may not be forc'd with David to 
ſentence. themſelves, when-that their crimes ap- 


7 


pear in:the light diſguiſe of a Parable. | ; 
AND this indeed is the only proper uſe of all 
theſe conſiderations, the, danger and folly are as | 
wnuſeful is unpleaſant ſpeculations, unleſsit be in 
order to the reforming that wherein both are 
founded. Eet them conſider themſelves, as. enga- 
ped in thoſe wild projets which'even themſelves 
ook on with ſcorn :' as enſnar'd in that unhappy 
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contra&t which has rendred them part of the De. 


wils poſſeſſion, and contrive how they may obſli- 


gag'd Souls. oy Hat 
AND for this there is but one way imagt- 


nable, and thar is by quitting their hands of that 
which they took as the valuable confideration in - 


" that mad bargain; reſtoring Sztens coyn to him, 
' -not only prixcipal but uſe allo : caſting away the 


main-fin-and all the little appendages, which like | 


'of-fets-have ſhot out from that root ; retaining 
ern; ow has his 'mark' and —_— upon-it, 

that ſo he!may not pretend to'any thing of theirs 
by right'of barter-orexchange. This, and this 


only 15 the: way to' difſeiſe him'of his-Eſtate, 'td - 


cancel thoſe fatal Indentures which bound them 
to him, and till this be done; as: long as they keep 
any part'of his wages of — his title remains 
in full force,” they are ſtil 


fats. 


.'E VEN the redemption of. Chri## has no effi- 


cacy towards. the enfranchizing' of ſuch ; for 
though it proclaim an univerſal Fabi/e, yet it for- 
ces liberty upon none; he that will nail his Ear 
to the door-poſt and defie a manumiſſion, ma 
continue his {laviſh life ſtill, and indeed thou 
Chriſt's death was deſign'd to reſcue us from the 
power of Satan; yer the firſt eſſay of that reſcue 
was to redeem us from our vain converſation: And 
where that is not done, which is fo eſſentially 
fundamental to all the reſt, *ris not poſſible any 
other part of that Redemption ſhould be at- 
"Sr | | chiev'd, 
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terate that reproach, and diſintangle- their Mort- | 


his ſervants, his waſ- 


_ | Chaps. from Partial Obedience. TT 
chiev'd, unle& we will confound that order of Na-. 
ture as well as Grace, and make the conſequent 
| - precede the antecedent. ? {$113 
LE T no Maa therefore upon any vain hopes 
delay the one only expedient to his ſecurity, but 
pay back the earxe# peny he has received from 
Satan, fling away his fn, how pleaſant or profi- 
table ſdever, with the | range Abhorrence, as 
knowing *tis'the price of: bloud, and that not-only 
his Savionrs,. but his own: too ;- and this immedi- 
' ately, left the forfeiture be irreverſible. We 
| know the danger of lapſing time in caſe of Mort- 
gage, but here our danger is greater, becauſe the 
time is ſouncertain; for though God had nothing 
elſe ro doin the whole tranſaction Ctwas wholly 
our own work) yet 'tis he that aſſigns the time of 
forfeiture : healone knows-how far we may go 
ia ſin, before we paſs the-poſſibility of a retreat ; 
how long he will be provok'd before he ſuffer his 
whole dilpleaſure- to ariſe ; and how many. repel- 
lings of: his>Grace, and: quenchings of his Spirit 
they are, :to which his deſertions are apportion'd. 
Pharaohs heart was hardned:\by God: after the 
Eighth reſiſtance, and we/have no ſecurity but ours 
may be /oozer, yet if that{hould be taken as the 
ſtanding meaſure, how dreadful an abode would 
it make to many of us? Who is there that has 
eſpouſed any one beloved fin, 'that has not much 
oftner repeated the a&#s of it, every one of which- 
is [2 reliſtance- and ,contumacy againſt God ? 
Who is there that has not done 1t againſt ſo many 
expreſs warningsand loud calls of Gad in his awn 


138  _.- chiefs ariſmg  Cyays- 
Conſcience? Which: renders it yet a-fuller parallel, 
and-*ris:to be fear'd; :too-many agree with it even: 


in the laſt and higheſt circumſtance; that'of the 
Plagues too 'by an; obfſtinate' perſiſting 'after ſo 


many Judgments erit ito: molfitie and reclaim 
them ;: and then where the premiſes are the ſame, 


tis too likely the concluſion may be ſo als. * 


IL, SHALL not with aty::Perſon-ſo friely 


, to apply this caſe; as*to- conclude, that he is-al- 
reaa! 


how probable-it 15;;'ithix-the. very next> reſiſtance 
ſhall pur them 5n 1t;; <3Tis not :Pharachs being a 
Heathep: and 'they' Chriſtians that will: give: them 
any ſecurity ; it being*no- part of the Goſpel Co- 
venant;:that Men:ſh ibe ever the longer allowed 


to trample ' upon: Grace; All the: difference: it ' 

makes'is rather on the other ſide; 'the:contempts-- 

are:enhans'd to a higher guilt, and ry” ag | 
ec 


the fewer as may-now ſerve tofill up the mea- 
ſure.” And if their'experience teſtifie* to them, 
that<1n-their particular God has us'd' a.greater 
long-ſuffering, than he has given any grounds to 
expect; if: the guilt of their Conſciences teſtifie 


that they have committed ' many:more-aQts ;- and 


- yet'ſome remaining 'tenderneſſes and regrets wit: 
neſs alſo, that they arenor yet given'up toan ut- 
ter hardneſs and obduration, O let'them not pre- 
ſume themſelves ſafe, becauſe they are not utrer- 
| Iy deſperate; but lay their hearts open-to' be 
ſtampt and impreſt/by grace, before they grow 
utterly inflexible 4 timely conſider what hs =_ 
at 4 


ady-1n -this flatez>bur-T could.wilh-all Men. 
would apply it fo fary: av to:inferihow: poſſible, nay. 
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Chap:s. "from: Partial Obadiince. | 39 


delign- of this /avgenimity,. and without any more 
ſtruglingsand-reliſtance ſuffer it to attain its aim 
and; lead then Fo repentance. 155 

FOR though their Souls. be not yet wholly 
petrified,/ 'yet: how know they in what an inſtant 
that unhap gr 1 ar = wake be -wrought 3 
or, if it, ſhould: not. bei ſo ſudden, yet *tis.certain 
every. attiof; fin makes gradual approaches to- 
wards its (6; that if God ſhould not inflidt it by 
way: of puniſhment, yer the mere force of 'Habip 
would -produce it by way of zatural efficacy: And 
tabe convige'd of this,, 1-ſhould requireno more, 
| bur that:Men.would' refle&, and ſee. what effeQts 
i5-ans) already; wrought, : how far it has advanc'd 
towards: thitrfatal-poinr,/ Let themifend their 
thoughts:back thraugh every ſtage and period of 
oe {in; and obſerve whether as that has grown, 

their tenderneſs; and reluctance of Conlcience 


| has not abated! and detreas'd: Let them: but re- 


calle whattegrets and diſquiets they, had;. when 
they yentarid-upon-the firſt unlawful:commith- 
on, and compare it with their preſent,aud-I'Joubt 
not: will:diſcern;a:great inequality; they. 
will find-thas!every a&of fin hath allayed- frmg: 
what of i the ſharpneG-of:thoſe pangsj: b3<- pro- 
portipnably. £o-the-frequenoy- of the repetition 
they approach itoward infenfrble :-and then. ler 
him w lder Habit, hazmultiplied thoſe Ats;" 
fadly-confider-how few fepthe has rothilend: of 
his 'unhappy:jaurney;: Nags ho extrinfick icon- 
current; {hould'haſtenhis pacec-But-when God's 
deſertion ſhall, as for ought he knows:if.miy the 
oY At K-4 next 


next minute ſupervene : that as a All and: Tikiy 
Wind drives him in an inſtant,not'to the Harbour, 


but on the K Rock where he will be irrecoverably © 


ſplice!” - 


NO R:for' any Min" foreifie himſelf againſt 


theſe terrors, by hoping'that his own/fugle' Of roar 
haps: ſmall). fin ſhall' not have "this! def ve 
force ;' for if it be wi/fi it carries in it that whit 
is properly the walignity of all fin;' to! wit, a't&/ 
ſiſtarice 'and/ oppoſition againſt' God,''and this'is 
ſo mortal'a Venome;- that” the leaſt Doſe of it"is 


dendly,oas "a Man may as certainly be poiſon d* by 
$:the other' 


Aa a drans of Arſenick, as with the large 

T'H'E more natural inference”! 
wah; it be but afingleor petty ſin,*tisfo muchy 
the eaſier to part with"; he that is bound with a 
frong Cable,” or with a multitude of leffer Cords, 
may: pretend. ſome »ecefſity of his Captivity,” from 


the frrength of his bonds; but he that is'tied with | | 


one” lender” ftx31z”,” ſuch 'as one reſolute ftruggle 
wouldberſtre'to break? he is priſoner'only to his 
own forb'or. humor, and who will pity his #hra/. 
doni; where tis ſo a pparently his choire?' Do not 
therefore” faymy fin 1s' inconſiderable, and there- 
fore; I-need/nor relinguaſh it; but my fin” is incon- 
| fiderable;" therefore T'neednor keep it.” Soiflight 
a pleaſure Ta part with and find 'no-mifs: this 

7 rok nand twill beno breach 


pedling-profir: 
pot 6,5 tes, Anghf jſt require'arenunciati- | 


ON of thuſe 
br EY" OIONE 
<A 


fins which'are'as the Hardand Eye, 
Te __ ina are but as the 
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Chap.s6: ' from Partial Obedience. 14x 
NAY, he may For argue higher,and fromthe 

educe the enhanſement of the 
' Guilt : great acquiſitions carry ſome temptation 


-1n'itheir face, 'but- deſpicable - prizes do rather 


avert than tempt. *Twas the ſign of a- common 
harlot to be hired with « kid, Gem. 38. and ſure he 


muſt be. of a ſtrange proſtitute Soul, that"cair 
adulterate for ſuch low trivial wages. To'difho- 


nour God, though'the whole world were: to be ac- 
_ by it, were: great impiety; but to do it for 
handfuls of Barley and pieces of Bread, Exzek. 17. 
r9. himſelf brands as a yet. higher pitch. And 
ſure-it argues yy light eſteem of God, when 
one-poor contemptible luſt ſhall 'be- able. to'over- 
poize him in our hearts. LO 2 £57 | 


-/NOR- is the folly leſs than the profaneneſs, - 


when there is but one. Foz4h to be caſt over-board, 


_ *tis the greater madneſs to hazard-a wrack ;' and 


let ſuch a Man pretend what he pleaſes in extenu- 
ation-of his ſin, make thatappear never ſo minute 
and deſpicable;: yet tis apparent all the love 
which other Men ſcatter and diſtribute upon ſeve- 
ral;' he has united and concentred 1n this one luft. 
The moſt doting affeftion when it is ſummed. up 
can amount to no more than #hi, . that it makes a 
Man- expoſe himſelf | to the greateſt pain, the 
greateſt '/off for: the thing beloved. ' And this is 
moſt 'viſible .here,, Hef is as certainly acquir'd, 


and Heaver as certainly forfeited by oxe in as me-. 
#3; :and then though there may be odds in other 


reſpetts, + what 1s: there in this, between this 
more modeſt and the- moſt l;centionms Sinner, but 


/ 


[ 
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i I tee a nt nn ment mn 
that the former puts'the ſame value upon one; that: 


the ather does upon. many ſins,- and fells. his Soul 


W725 754545 bye 
-.AN D now would God-ſuch Men; would: re, 


view:their bargain, ſoberly conſider what-there is 
inthis Loliz' Jin of theirs, which ſhould exa&ſuch 
coſtly ſacrifices,” Let him whoſe long intimacy and 
experience has given him acceſs to its molt; Garin 
receſſes, that-has-rifled its bowels, and knows the 
utmoſt whether of . pleaſure | or profit that” lies 
there:conceal'd :: Let him Ta ,' that 15 thusqua-+ 
lifed for-it, make! an. exa&t Inventory: of its 
wealth, and then let him compare it with-what 
he.1s.to- pay for it; weigh its flat: and womentary 
Pleaſures, with thoſe moſt tranſcending- and. per- 
petual Joys which are ar God's right hand ;/ its baſe 
and-periſhing commodities, with thoſe unfailing 


treaſures in Heaven ; and then judge of his; pur- | 
- ; chaſe in reſpeRQof that part of his price ; And-if. 


that be not convincement enough, let him weigh 
the other alſo : thoſe ſad pairs which are too ints- 
lerable to be ſuffer'd, . and yet ſoerernal; that they 
can'never ceaſe to be —_ and:think-whether 
that be not: too dear a rate for that pleaſure,whoſe 
guſt-is: ſo little, and whoſe duration is lefs::ror 
what profit he will have in the revenue of-his: fin; 
that Go/d and Sihver which will finally ear hi2 eſo 
att _ fire, Je. 5.3. and prove 'the-unhappy 


A Is, +4 6 30% £3$*+ 
.-FR OM all theſe premiſſes, certainly [Reaſon 


and Religion /do equally. infer the ſame-contlaſton, 
_ to. wit, that Men ſhould not tolerate themſelves 
Tory” | one 
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onexminute in.any;known fin of how ſmall a.fize 
ſoever it be :: nor :{@ 1mpertinently betray. their 
Souls to ruine' for that which! they call light.and 
trivial ; and is ſo indeed in reſpett of the acque#t, 
but overwhelmingly ponderous in regard of the 
effeFs and pernicious conſequents. And O that 
Mens praCtices might evirice them to have made 
this juſt deduQtion, that thoſe who have in many 
things preſerv'dian i»nocence,; would not be fo il 
husbands as to forfeit all the advantage of that 
Care for want of extending it a. little farther, 
not ſuffer the whiter parts of their Soul to be diſ- 
colour'd or tinted by the reflection of one crim- 
ſon fin ; but rather let their tears waſh thatinta - 
a whiteneſs, that they may be uniform andiof a - 
piece. For though Jacobclad his darling Fofeph\n 
2 party-colour!'d garment. ;; yet :God: owns! none 
either far favourie-Sox, or {o much as Servant; 
that he finds ſo arrayed. The followers of the. Lamb 
are all clad in white; and in that. attire we muſt be 
ſure-to. put our ſelves, if we-mean to-go.in with 
him to the xarriage. | And {ince the Goſpel iis the: 
invitation: to that feaſt, : let. none imagine he-has; 
complied with it till he have thus fitted himſelb7 
till then he affronts-and: bafes his Chriſtianity, 
ſends it away. empty: without-1ts errand; nay, 
which is worle, proffitutes atd profancs it,:.makes 
it ſerve only: for a Gourd,that he may ſit under:the 
ſhadow of it, and:commir his {ins the more. undi- 
ſturbed ;. but let-hinu remember that he is-all this 
while breeding that:worm, which will ſnite this 
Gourt; andleave him unſheltered to that ſcorch- 
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ing wrath of God, which will make the improye- 
mont of Joxahs paſſionate wiſh, that God would 
takeaway his life,: his moſt rational Deſire; .ren- 
der not Death only, but Annihilation alſo as eli- 
gible, as'it will be Impoſſible. Tr IH 


CHAP. VII. 
4 Survey of the Miſchiefs arifing from MiXakes 


q \COmrerming Repentance. 4 


Chriſtian PraQtice is the many affeted 
miſtakes in the. buſineſs of Repentazce. 


Goſpel,” and: infallible Catholicon againſt all their 


ritual »»al/adies; and fo far they judge right, 
Seto Ames gu 


r {o' indeed it is. But when they p 
compound this ſovereign Med;c:ixe tor their :own 
uſe; in do it moſt deceitfully ; leave out the 

rincipal and moſt operative ingredients: and by. 

ing ſuch ill Aporhecartes, defame the Goſpel as 
. the Difper/atory, and Chr:# as the Phyſician, and 
lkewiſe ruine themſelves as the Patients, But 
of thoſe. who make: this imperfeQ and defettive 
compoſition, all do it not alike; | ſome leave out 
one part, ſome another, and ſome ſo many; that 


they retain nothing of its ſubſtance and reality : 


Eat out all the heart and vertue of it, and leave 
enly an empty ſvel, the gilding, as it were, of the 


il, 


144 - Miſchief ariſing from Miſtakes Cap.7; 


- NOT HER. dangerous Underminer of | 


Men look upon 'that as the grand : recipe of the 


s 


Chap.7. conterning Repentence, _ 145 
Pill, the Form -and mere -out-fide 'of Repen- 


F4nce. 


IN this latter rank 1 place thoſe who ſufſee. * 
repentance to pals to farther than their Frontiers; 


and Out-works, afſjgn it its'quarters 'in the ſu- 


perficies of the Man, 'the Face, or Toxgue, 'or Ge- 


| fare; but if it attempt to penetrate any deeper, 


1f it ſend but one ſerious thought to alarmithe 
heart, then like the Edomires” againſt' Tfnaeh 
Numb.'20. all the forces are muſtered to'im 

its paſſage ; ſuch formal Penitents as theſe all 


| ages have produc'd. --Chriſt tells us of thoſe who 


dufigur'd their faces, Matth, 6.16, put on,” as'it 


were, a'vizard only toat this part : 'and Eſay'58. . 


5. long before 'deſcribes them, by the'$owung 
down the head like a Bul-ruſh, and' certainly the 
race of them is not worn out-in'our'days; a de- 
mure - or rather a lugubrious {oot,, a fad” or 
whining foxe,. makes up, *tis to be fear'd, the 


ſumm of many mens Humiliations. Nay as the 


world has of late gone, that alone were bur a mo- 
deſt pretence : ſuch theatrical 'forms ſickle hard 
for the prize, not of that one'part, bur of-all re- 
ligion: 'a diſtorted countenance is armed the _ 

an «pright heart, and none is thought to ſpeak - 
the L———_— of Canaan, that dreſfes it not ova 
uncouth ſound : and then'-what: wonder is it; 
that they are impatient others ſhould _— 
God, 'as David invites, in the beauty, ' while 
themſelves chuſe to-do it, in the Deformity of 
holineſs. | 1905+; $ 


BUT 


—  —"——_——— 


towards' repentance, by taking in ſome of thoſe 


things which ate indeed its neceſſary iconcomitants; | 


of this: kind-is-in:the Grit place-ronfeſjon. of . Sin; 
ahd-this after ſome ſort is ſtuck. at. by few 5. no 
Manwho hath not herded himſelf with the worſt 
fort-of Faratichs,r ima aq - himſelf figleſs,- or 
pfetends to. be;thought ſo. by;others, but: will ve-' 
tyureadily: acknowledge. to,all the world: that he 
$$8-/mper:: and as:to-mer, loalpenially, and-more 
, folemoly to Gad:i;:Every'man'that but offers: at 
 otaying | at- all, /!thinks| Confeſſion a \neceflary. 
Branch of his.devotion:'.all publiak forms have 
. &verivarried that:in the froxe, 45 ſuppoſing it the 


moſt-principdl,, univerſal; and daily-requiſite to, 


tlic fapling: Tate; of humane corruption «A 
perbaps*'us thegeneral annoare perſwaſion of this, 
that hath ſecuredthat-part bf.our Liturgie, from! 
thoſe irmpertinent -icavils, which | have- particu- 
larly auw'd at-moſt other members: of -it.. -And 
I fuppoſe this isas; frequent- in the Cloſer: as in 
the-Chntchi: the: only; fear-is, | that: there it- is as 
looſt :and: general;too-:; that»thoſe private; and 
' particular yu which -are-neither fit -nor-poſ: 
ſible ro-be diftidftly inſerted: in pub/ick, do many 
times. loſe their; place! even-4n; private Confeſh-. 
ons-alfo. The ſhovtneſs and the eaſe of general 
ym may very likely to: recommend them to' 
thoſe- whoſe numerous ſins; threaten too great a 
Tengrhy and whoſe .confusd-fnarl'd confſciences 
render it difficult, thus to pull out thred by 
thred': but where Sins are thus mbulded up in a 
T #14 | | lump,” | 
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Jing, they will like great maſesof Piſs or Con- 
| Feftions keep the more undecay?d, -retain mote'of 


_ Their ſtrength and vigoar. So thati/uch Confeſſions 


the effetrial part of Repentano 
f- h1s-1ins 


are 'very pm) me} to Satans intereſt, who 'fears 
not the impreſions-rhat-can 'be:made upon'hims, 
While his body remains entire 2 the' great execu- 


- tion then beginning/when' *tis:brbken and ſrat- 


ter'd, and each ſin 15 ſingled our for a particular 


purſuit: ' and where 'thar-is not' attempted;/the 
War cah never beiflicceſsful,-nor thought in'ear- 


hefil. : EL $I 
- BU T ſuppoſe this be done*;-and by -exatt 


_emuneration each fin is/parted-from its fellows, 


as when a conqutror purſues the' fring troops of 
routed-Enemics:: yet if this be all; if qn4r:6-/4be 
allawed, \and any mercy given;-t0 real: prize 'is 
pains by this atchievement./: He'who recounts 
is fins with milder'purpoſe towards them'than 
utter- exciſion, h&/makes no/ approach: towards 
L of Repentance;'! 'He-may bring 
outatge' CatWorucs - and" 'call- them 
confeſſions; but: he may' betteriexpreſs' his own 
ſence; if he term: them rather. inventories of his 
goods; for' ſuch %is apparent he-reckons them, 
whilſt he reſolves alice then; - Indeed*there 


o 


15-not''a' more _abſurd-piece of Pageantry,-than 


theſe: forma! Confeffions, and (ſuch as Thews 
how- little God is 'conſfider'd" iv his great Attris 
bute, the ſearcher of hearts,” *Tis certain no Mari 
would hope to- atone an offended ſuperior, by 

a ſubmiſs acknowledgment of his fault, -did'he 
know that his -purpole of reiterating it- were 
| | diſcern'd 


HEE = fow Thihakes 


ww : and what a tacite blaſphemy i is it t 
' 'x9treat God at ſuch a rate, .as preſumes him & 
deceivable as-4 poor Mortal ; and. fure this wefe 
a ſtrange Ingredient in repentence: Welookog it 
Anbikigh PUhR ta ampiety boaſting] if to avow our. . 
fins; and it-deſerves-to. be conſfider'd whether-this 
kind of confeſſing; them; have, nor. ſome affiniry 
withi-it, Should I tell a Man F have injur' and 
ptovok'd you thus and thus,- and fol reſo ye. to. 
do-again/ at:the next iopportynuy ;:1.refer, it.to. 
common conſtruQtion whether this were. not {D: 
Joffe, =o retraQthe uokindnefs,.,,,Now wha 
> thus: aid; 49: man, 41S, 1n, the. ſhares; ples, 


of. our: lixart;; oo. leſs. articulately , ſpoken to. 


God, wat ex wa ;our; words-t0 di 
meaning. - re. 
his ſins, ras not ſerioufly. intend $0; 


them, doth-ia.trugh;maintainjang defend his vj; 


4 


ciqus: practice ;how loudly; ever: Hip. .Longue 
accuſes; it.-:+ A ch OWE are, but. hh. the 
feign'd: Quarrels. of: combin'd beds, 30. orde 
delyde: fore third-perſon... But alas, the 
hereunluckily aid Þ for. God-will. not -be x nook, 
nor-will.the- Mercy; promis'd,zo him that confef. 


ſeth-and forſakerh,, ever. reagh him that' confeſ- - 


ſeth-and reraineth;., Confellion. If no farther. ac- 
ceptable than..as it, either. flows, from.,.or tends 
to; — an abhorrence! of Sin; and abſtratted . 
from thoſe qualifications it becomes loathſome | 
and diſtaſtful to God. Alas,, can, we think - our 
Hiſtorical. vein;-ſo pleaſant ; that, he ſhall be des | 
etna with the #orrative of thoſe crimes, whoſe 


perpe- 
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| perpetration he detefted ? Can it be Tzcenſe in 
Þs noſtrils, to have our "D«zgh:ls diſplayed? Or 
an his pure eyes he gratified with ſuch polluted 
broſpeCts? - True indeed, © he gladly deſcends to 


| all chis as a Phyſician; nauſeates not'our - fouleſt 


'wicers, when we bring thein for cre but when 
like beggars 'we make-thett openly our form of 
earls, and dread nothing rtiore than' their hea/- 
iz ; certainly their View will only excite his 
indlgnatios, not his pity. And this,tis toBe fear'd, 
abodes fadly to many of us ; *tis our _—_ Ob> 


| {tion to the: Romaniſt, that they "make 'theit 


confeffions contributive rather to thEir'cohfidence 
than to their reformation - what their ' ſhare. is 


-| inthat guilt, I ſhall nor here examine, -but I 


may too truly pronounce they have: not enclos'd 
it ; thatblack circle. of Sin-and confeff, Confeſs 
and fir, encompaſſes -is well Proteſtants 'as' Pu: 
piſts ; if-poſſibly riot ns -{o' many, 'the cauſe 
tis doubtful' is ( what we. need not boaſt )-not 


| that More'of us confeſs arighr, but that Fewer 


confeſs it al. * But of thoſe that do, if we may 
but eTroſs-examine, and interrogate their a&#:0s 
againſt theirwords, theſe: will ſoon confeſs (and 
that not awricularly, biit ih a loud 'and'audible 
voice ) the invalid of their ſolemneſt Confeſſi- 
ons, -Wheri'we ei thah that yeſterdey kept a 
Humiliation; #s' 4dy trarnpling on the necks, in- -. 
vading the-poſſeſGens' of : His Brethren, we need 
no other greet how vainly and unprofitably, if 
nt how hypocritically ahd provokingly he con- 


-| felled His Prids, 'or Covetouſneſs : and the like 


; & | we 


158 Miſe T_— arifing Fla Thaps| 
we Ay amy ike when s we ſeerany han perſevere i; in| 5 
As #fio.... And of ſuch, God knows, $ 
| multitudes, as will give. us inftan-| 


£5 march conughybonr wide a Fes thi "_ : 'Þ 
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Si, renee at. its ; Memory, more| 
ipeci oully prete to enter us. into Gods roll:of| 1 


+ Sorrow- has:Cin vulgar acceptation.}| 3 
ſeagraſs the whole notion of repentance, that | 7 
men areapt to ſecure-themſelyes, thatithe Wind | | 
of a; penitential Sigh. is fo: mighty, as will blow 
away the guilt of the. moſt MOUNtAinNOUS Sin; 
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as an dro to the other. *'Tis vs ry even 
to mere. Avimals toſhun that. by which they have | 
ſmarted, and therefore ſarrow. for fin is a yer 
prope means to avert our appetite from it : butif 
avelearnt the unhappy Skill of ſeparating the 


fer ow the ear al ; if oU Grief abate AOt Our 


glaz'd, Fo will ſure beas far ed eains rh a 
our delign,as God's : leave ET __ 


as unretorm d. | o%, | 
NAY alas, ſuch 23 25. the theſe will Ia: 


ther ſerve to enhanſe than explate. our - guilts-; 
' they 


nets es inde tes AYES OY oY) A IS 4 ore et £3. 000 ett 


If T have fall'n into the mire,, comimnon reaſon di- 


wire of ſuch another. miſadventure: 
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are loud witneſſes apditift Us, For opt 
Ry nity Pos ans we .coffimit; OBE WE Ve 
) lk L poo f0d.them asa talents of te | 
nb fp Rs and_ yet prefer them _ be fre 
bon licht Furthen : tliit we have out-viec 
erverlc Eledti , wherewith Elihu chi hes ob, 
bod choſen 0 rather. al innocente, '% b 


ZI» AN we have felt the z 2407 of 
the Worm, \ wk reſolve to cherlfh he: 644 


, 
#3 of 


Fe Oc: 


Fre its woful Concomitant of unguenchable fre. 7 


d ſure this reſolvedneſs, this high, Tapia it 


Sin, can with n0,reaſon þe i! magin'd a prepara- 


3 to its retaifſion,” ot ap rather. ſerve to 
ifus among Satans, Martyrs, . than Gods Pent- | 


ents... 
"AND indeedif we examine the origirtal of 


| this kind of Sorrow, what is there. thit catt with 
. any. face projend. to tk ACCt optation,? - Alas! "tis 


pare tt ors: isno 


ſlike-to oihs Wh; for the na- 
<4) effe&t © of:that, 'would be t 


andoniog. it: 
rects me, not to fit down andcry that I ain ſode-' 
filed ; but to cleanſe and waſh my y ſelf, ab and be- 
: Nr R ow. Le | 
enmity is pure wit the{in-: and it we to 
conrnths wo with him ; we muſt Rs 


quarrel, hate whit he hates: But in this. ae Joy 


quite otherwiſe, We diſlike ofly -the roſe, wence, 
not the crime ; are diffitisfhed to | the that 8 at is 
_ will nor be ſafe + deteft tho Oy. 
al oreternil miſeries, which God has annext to 


it: which is upon the matter to grieve.not becauſe 
L.2 we 


g : 4 
ys v4 we. F ; : oe 
; ou nl 1 Genre eee es es 
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weare guilty, but Godis Juſt: and to avert only 
that part. the evil, of which he owns to be-the. | 
author, that of Puniſhment ; whilft that' of Six in, | 


as Our Own creature, we dandleand careſs. An 


can we think it ſufficient to atone an incenſed- | 


Majeſty, that we love our own eaſe, while yet 


 welovedur fin ſo much better? Is it a vertve to. 


have ſome ineffeRive' regrets to damnation, an 
ſucha Vertue too, as tha 
- our 'vices ? This were indeed a compendious 
courſe to-block up Hell gates, and leave none a 
pobbey of ever getting thither, but thoſe who 
ed the wall and deſperately reſolved to pol: 


ih themſelves of that place of Torment. But. 
wor} my are bem fruits of Repentance that |. 
pi | 


ea us DR. fg wrath Ne on. # 
though 1 eny not, that the apprehexſion of Dan- 
ger 15 extremely both Gal at 


arm, and ſets us to the 


Far aff that gives the 
atrel, bur it Naſt not pretend to be like thoſe 


3s Gidton that atchiev*d the whole viftory. ' To 


ſee our danger, may occaſion, blit does not cauſe, 


or” neceſſarily infer an e oe I may madly leap 
into thar pit which I ſee gaping to ſwallow me, 


and thes my foreſight ſerves only to render me 
an) own Pro 06-4 In ſhort, if that formidable 


pec* of our. Sins, om us run.from them,” it 


5g e us the' appictt office; plucke ws, as 
ſays, our avs e fire: but ifokr love 'be ſo 


, as to counter-charm our fear, if we be | 
> bewkectr with the decirfulneſs of fin, that we 


will 
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Il ferve to ballance all ' 


le and uſeful, yet |. 
2s only by way of ror - is like the | 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 


| deadly ; ; if we weep that we have ſinn'd and yer 


'on to ſin; our wilful Gaz/z 'will defile oe 
Cexrs, but our'tears will never cleanſe our guilt. 


e only affift in the judicature againſt our ſelves; 
"And ro' Gods' condemnation add, our own : and 


_ wharwe call Gur Penitence, becomes a fad: Atte- | 


ſation. of our Incortigiblenck.”' | 
FT A N D'as th this mere 'Sorrom will ciever r avail, 'fo 
neither will” 1 S#5Ha/-and iavperfect {lefqpe 176 


and that whether it be defeRives in reſpeQ, of the 


bind,c of of the duration: to the former we have 
ſpoken elſewhere, and ſhall nor need. to repeat : 


ut of the latter "there "will need'no lefs.canti-. 


oft ; men beitig ape; to.obtri trude fallacies on them- 
ſves wire — —_ as in, the” others, T 


; ehough | it —_  hemai circuraſtance of reſt 


-fonate the Comforer 


Thins 4 finds himſelf a lictle indi 
pos'd for a riew career'in ſin, preſently concludes 
Fepentancehath had its) Fe work in him, made 
that change and tranſmutation, which (certainly 
denominates Hitfi a-”ew creature, and pri Nounces 
this viciows appetites extini# and mortified : when 
alas they are but ſtrew'd over with a little pe eni- 
tential 4, Abes, and will as ſoon as they theee with 
combiſt ible "matter, - any ' apt temptation, flame 
out as fierce as ever; And God knows the 
event does: too often aftually atteſt this, after - 
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Trap7 cortcerning he nee PD I55 
ſee one who from his preſetit reigning fins, regu- 
larly infersthe illneſs of his Fees ; that 1s yet by 
his Caſuift Yiverted' from that rn Sad bil 
look back to fee, whether no part of his life af: 
forded* any.'Evidence 'of true; Grace ;' and if he 


can-but remember an __ ſuch time, is ' warranted 
to makethat his Epochz,”from whence to" date his 


om 710 we; is "7s ett thar hit uf ſed, 


thought may becoveret]; yetcatino if ed: 
but will moſt *certainlyPting up” unto”  Everiral 
life :When,1 iy. ſe this caſie remedy preſcrib'd 
to his fears, "twill be obvious for me'ts compound 
my ſelf an "Antidote from the ſame "Ing ves rents : 
to/fix my 2h ps n ſome wirk FE 
which at me or pre I _—_— 
phinciedY0 hayetau vpon:me,and witlyrhe ed. 


of that; 2s of 'the a ery it 
be be fortified again all the" tenome of my fier offs 


__ Caft mthivoneftick, ard with it Les -all the 


waters of ' Merzh, ſectire me apainft al} the bit. 
fer'effet& of m preſent: tilts, How fatal an 
influence /ſuch/diſcourſings> as theſe ate'apr to 
haveon praftice, "is toofobvious both inthe __ 
_andeffett ; I deed” hot examine the auttfiotity of 
' that grand Principle on which they are fun Fo 
 firiceifthat wereadmittedZ yet” it 7 not juſt 
the before-mertion'd Stpe Fo aprN | ppt 
iereceivdas aninfallible/truth;' that grace iP th | 
can neverbe' loſt : yet tis by the. Safe M6n' of 
all; ſocaſicts* be deceivdin judging what is ſo, 
and our partialities to' our ſelves are ſo likely ro 
betray us/ to" that deceit ; that theſe Corollzrie; 
L & \ .-* MEU 


I bi 56 Miſchufs ariſing from oa Chap. b 

men deduce. thence for: their perſonal. aſſurance, ; 
can never, partake of the 6B infalliþility of 
ge prer oh ſes Xo derive from, and conſequents 
I.005 much 599 light a baſis fox men to-truſt with 
Ts neigh Phe as [7 that of their preſent epmfart 


EVER ER. A L. hs pergiciqus errors there 
IE the matter of Repentaxce which men fall in- 
£0, ins By, wen to/; make it their 
11100 tO DE Under. 
2nd with ot arg 


ir coyert. and patronage; 


Yiolenceto thejr;reo/onas well 
| NEROG cnlbes in Air; and 
Þimpregnably againſt all 


CONS my —_ 


. refuges, there is none more treacherqus,7and-yer 
res con dently. and univerſally reſorted to, than 
t.of a;Repentance in reverſion, tocommence no 
k apy HD, Jome,months; or years henos, 
this buſinels is diſpatche, that luſt fatiated ; 
bear the fame. date (if not a later;} 
EO Will: .Teſtament, j Thiy is thay 
unhaſy retreat which thouſands fly asthe. m_ 
ed Syrians to. Aphet, rage 20-39, tall they are 
entomb'd in that walhwh er they ſolicited: 
How deſperate Sth th, 
is, hath. been fo FRagenca gl gmonſtrated 
better Be? 5 that zrs n.blowed {9 
loud by all our ſpiritual et that- there re- 
mains nothing ſeaſonable, but to wonder whence 
men 


| WY he Res eB Pur of all thoſe Jeceirful 


PO 3Nz. AS 


7 | Chap) concerning Repentance.;”” i197 


, , men have got that Lerhe which ſecures them their 
f | ſkepin{pight of that 4/arm "and certainly "tis 


t: | - matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to obſerve. 
h 22g tupid, yet conimon boldneſs'of men; -whio ſo 
t | tearleſly-expoſe themſelves to' this moſt formi- 
dable of perils ;' whioyet in things 'of far lefsdan- 
re | gerand-lighter conſequence are'ſo' nicely tiins- 
n- | Tous, thatno- ſecurity is thought enough;''every 
ir | theremoteſt idanger'to their 'outward: concertis; 
e; | excites their-prefent'vigilance-to avert it ?"bur 
ll | Hereghatorder is-moſtablurdly inverted,' and-the 
xd | preſent imminent daxper is aſfipn'd and put offto 
ul _ \ 4am nts 'nLet _— rote of rc 
Ir pbſerves ſome Syimpromes ofi'a -Iatent”' Mabrely, 
n- |, ſome aptitudes fol Cauſes of a'Diſeaſe';" what 
at | hHaſteisthere made” to meet that Enemy i» #he 
ul | frontiers; before it advance too far?® All Artsof 
ef | preventionareusd,: and ſuch uneafie remedies hb) 
in | mitted to, asperhapsiout-bid the' puin of theDiF 
no | eaſe;ii In likemanner let a Lavjertell them he has 
8 | ſpied ſame defe@&in an exrai/; which may perhaps 
d; | inthenextage give'ſome interruption /to'therr » = 
rJ dels having their houſes endurefor ever;P/u,, - 
\ | 47: how(iſolicitous: are they to repair that error, 
ut» | andlcavegiothing to'the mercy of a" Lav-quirt? 
ue | Arudin bothcaſcs thank the vigilant care of their 
di | informer thatgave them noticeof their "danger! 
on | Rutiletthe Divine' tell them he! ſees their Souls 
by languiſhing under the moſt mortal diſeaſes; that 
10 | they have attually: forfeited their '#nheritantce in 
re- | tlieland of the living,” they can hear it uticon- 
ice | cernedly ; fay, orat leaſt thinkthoſe-cares are - 
en | 520-2 | 


Inna rn late Omg. 


be.nemitted. to: Felix his more convenient:ſeaſon; 
that when their;Bodievare as irifirm as their Sowls, 


nnopagh an their: ſtinimat:Life to; commence, 
- pus mane is expiring, and thentoprovide 

ing Habitations, when they are putting 
Ce Berthly: Tabernacle as forthe'thanks 


that--S.. Paw::received. from-the - Galatians, to 


© Gpunthimaheioexcmy forrtcling-rhem-the Truth, 


iy for bay he has: fioreaſon to reſtinerhe 
;tis but the ſame: they offer*to their 


car ans any. time: pricey Forum the-ſame-admonition, 
Himmediately they cry out as-4heb tor Eliah, 
Hf: 10 my. enemy.? All arts.arvus'd 
19 CPBVey/ ' themſelves qut- of its /Reach, *Bufine _ 
dt etgFes Drink, gran vhing i is ſolicit 
e Fame (1n; tg their reſcue; :tharin/that:tlirong 
may: deceive-ies purſyit;-or at leaſt: Ds 
hokonires then .its| voice 3:/and: is not ithis to 
] 4p mSgemy while they ſhurcit'as 
he: Officer? yet Þ appeal to 
cho rea of -aboks, who'lean upon the broken 
; whether this be:natthe 


with —_ lev me: 'tclb-rhem whether they 


fp truſt themſelyes alone with-their Com 
SUS opportunityiof ſpeaking freely to thein, of 


aving before themthermadqadventure they: make | 


of their precious $9wvs ; which they do nor-onl 
expoſe 


thencare may;betaken foriboth together, - That 
they givethei Moxzror, *tig: generally the ſame 


ner bo ri friend,» that Angel yuar- | 
rn leh Gd ;and Naturg:has placed-within 
breafts, -I'meanitheir Conſciemce> let 


m— 
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to, purſue. them with: more of thoſe unwtleonie 
ang. by- its Genes laſs: _— 


EE which,g 


#; that -1 { Wold: not: ſink-t:rernoie: &nan es 
ſelves. from. that; vholſane vifes ine ; - thatthey 
would nat fly that Ch f& Larucetthreas 
tens. none: but. this:s pains; True” parts ;:.bti rai 
ther: chule to be themed, Go uren> 5 of 
lg Danger ifth 'h but- manu Arc 
T1R-18 40.” HAney Dave con- 
fas'd inclinations tothis ſd ENT mall I 
ſhallthen put on. more olemnity;] aſſume tocome_.. 
as.an Exvoy from thoſe. dreaded: ys =" 
F elrs, 


kg 


4 
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a Are 


is "Fojahue orifug from ae "chap7. 
. theits, to ipcdiate an enterview, "to propoſe the 
' #1 Gone wind rley,. and- beſi their p«- 
bom bareote mary 5: let them nee ris; 
_ butdzre todo'ſo much in we their 
Gldat: and Teanfſcarcethinkit 


r retain that et iow which DE 


LALEAS] 


+ the viowforert hel > deer, hey _—_ 
4M _——— chives Bows 


un" —_ 
a gripe gy i Ri bs: 
ces'that are made'upon Gay other 


| pon'the back of they younger, which 
theymight delndeaiblind T/«#c, ron. 
ean Reine All that remains is to 


offer tothe Readers 5 Conſideration, how | nearly 
he is:concern'd to! him againſt alldelu- 
fions:in-this-ſoi tantamuffair) Tt was afan- 


cient. Stratagems "War to poiſon the Watersin - 


an; Enemies Camp;"that '{o they. may drink their 
own deaths: bit:Szr4n has here far out-yied that 
Policy," Were but 'our | Nouriſhment - infe&ted 

we had kills ; recourſe lete us-t0 Medicine. 7 bu 
| | ere 


% 


== but asthe Garments of the elder brother, 


-Chap.7. roxcerning Repentance. © 16x 


here he has envenom'd our very Phylick, -and 
 Whatcyre remains for thoſe whoſe very remedies 


Phd. vhwp ano 


——r 


are their diſcsſe ? When that Bath which was de- 
ſign'd to cleanſe us, is it ſelf polluted, we may 
well cry outas Dzonyſimes of the corrupted River 
of Alexandria, roiov yivoilo ay marte xabeienl@. 
oot0y ;- What Flood ſhall 
cleanſe theſe Waters? - Where can we be ſecure, 


 whenour Repextence (which the-Apoltle, 2 Tix. _ 
bo the Means of diſentangling us.) is 


2. 26. ſuppo 
it ſelf become our Snare? This as it —_— 
claims our danger, ſo ſurely in allreaſon it fhould 


awake our care, teach us not toſufferour ſelves to 
be abus'd with deluſive appearances and ſhadows 
of Repentance, left we- finally find 'that [xion-like. 
we haveembraced a Cloud. What ana 
_ feat will it be to him, who preſumes his Tears 

have blotted out the - hand-writing againſt him, to 


find the full bill brought in at/the great Aſſze, 
and thoſe he call'd his peritential ſorrows here, to 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weeping and gnaſbing of teeth ! Andthere- 
fore let every one timely provide againſt that fa- 
tal ſurprize, uſe this excellent receipt, :not as a 
Coſmetick only to beautifie the face, give him 
ſome fair appearance to himſelf, but as Medicine 
to reſtore health ; reduce him to ſuch an 4:h/e- 
tick vigorous Habit, as may evidence it ſelf -in 
all vial Aftions, which: will prove the beſt. evi- 
dences'in our laſt trial, where the inquiſition-will 
not be ſo much upon our Mouths or Eyes, as up- 


'made, 
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/ Fears thed, but what Hi | 
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ke, © or how 
Vertuewe have fubſtſtutedin: the room ofour Vi- 


F, and our ies by [hewirg mercy 20 o 


Fs 


iatfity will be a eſe to Fous Bl; 

our 

zusto'th obediexce of Servili , it ſhall never 
© US hereafter: in the inheritahie of add . 
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WO theſe, Miſtakes of our felves and/inte- 
*- refts, we have added others alſo concern- 
"WM ing God,” which are no leſs deſtruQtive 
to Chriftian Praftice ; for as the right knowledge 
on rs by obr Seviour, Joh. x7. 3.put as the Epi- 
meand fumm of 'ff that leads to, Bliſs, ſo our 
miſprifivns and mifapprehenſions of him, are no 
Is remarkable for the contrary effeQs,; nor cart 
weſtppoſe it otherwiſe, when we remember that. 
thisisrhe grand wotk and baſis of all Reliy 
and therefore if this / foundation be deceitfully laid, 
TEN ine neceffarily fipk and ozriſh? 
in rhis ſence *cis poſſible for.us at once to 
baid on the Rock and the 'Savd too ; we tnay fix 
; our 


ces: whether we' Tag off diir fits by Heh B 


ard without r 7 %Hhs e's ibly certa 6 
+ : if we will riot permit. it here to * 
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_ . Chaps: concermwing” Almighty God, &c. x63 
* | - ourfaithintentionally on God, andyetby abſurd 
notions and unwarranted conceits of him, defeat 
jnthe particulars what weeſtabliſh'd'in- thegraſts 
repreſent.him ſo/utterly diſtant from what hes 
',- that under that diſguiſe; he will not:much 
either an-Encourager or. Rewarder of our. Pie, 
| | and then'we may:gueſs how 'tis likely-to 
ſince the. Apoſtle gives it as a Fundamental Axiom, 
Heb. m2:i6. " That be who.comes to:God 1uft believe 
that he is, and. that he 1s 4 rewarder of them which 
diligently ſeek him. 
O-F theſe miſtakes concerning God, there'are 
' diyers,z -many more- than the daſign'd —_ of 
. thisdiſcqurſe will admit meto examine. al 
only'mention. zbree, thoſe-are, Birft, mated 
* his: Decrees, Secondly, his Attributes, Thirdly, 
his Providence. F 
BY. his Decrees, I mean not. thoſe. ſtanding 
rules which he has; i in his' Word-ſet:forth:as the 
meaſures by which he will diſtribute 'rewards:and 
puniſhments ; but thoſe ſecret parpoſesrof his Mill, 
which he neither commands ''us/to fearch after, 
oor will permit us to know... That there are 
many Miſtakes concerning theſe, the numberleſs 
Diſputes that have been raisd-about them will 
ſufficient! ly atteſt,  it;being impoſhble for two 
Contradicor  Opitiiotis be both: mrwe, though 
in thingsof this abſiruſe nature: —_ poſſible 
bothienty be falſe.: . *Tis-notmy- towade . 
into thoſe bottomleſs controv which like 
a: Gulph/have ſwallowed/up ſo-muchtimeand in- 
oultry of learned- men': I ſhall only 'in general 
| commend 


x64  Miſchiefs arifing from Miſtakes Chaps: | 


commend it tothe, [Readers conrfiderdtion; whes 
ther it be probable; ov indeed poſſible-or thoſe 
Opinions tobe #rue which infer fe/{hood in God ? 
And'then let the ſecondenquir at 
be not too evidently the ; of thoſe difcour- 
fes:which ſer an Qppofition between his \#evealed 


and his ſecret\Will, his commands: andrhis De-- 


crees, making the one a'blind for the better exe- 


cution of the other ? as if al-the Tranſportation 
and Zeal he expreſſes. for'us, all: the- paſſionats - 


enamouring invitations he makes?o us,” were only 
to:fport himfelf with:our» eredulity : like- the'di- 


vertiſement of thoſe 'Men;: who'court 'them- for 


Wivyes, whomrhey would :abtor:to marry': nay; 
av ifall the proteſtationsandimoſt ſolemn :oaths of 


Gyd,  were:delign'd but to; atvance' the deluſion, 
and raiſe expeCtations, merely: to. defeat" them; 


This'is ſuch aſevere ſortof Fopy, as wewoildall. 
think not only unkind but unjuſt in-a man; arid 


"tisnot poſſiblethat God; who appeals to-us con- - 
cerning the equality ofhis ways, ſhould fall ſhort 


of the ſtricteſt meaſures among us,or exemplifie t6- 
 usanunlincerity he forbids'usto follow. | '/ 

H OW: very .1nauſpicious influence ſuch do- 
Atrines are apt to have on prattice is too vilible ; 


forſince*tis'as'well the-inftin& as durty*of our 


pature to aſpire toan aſſimilation with'God,! even 
that moſt:[audable and generous ambitiori ſhall 
by this meaqs'become* our ſhare ; for when God 
ſhall be) thus miſrepreſented to us, drawn out by 
the black Lines;'not oaly-of ſeverity,.'but deceir, 
rendred a Falſifier of his Word, nay Oath ; *rwill 
Paddue) give 


be, 'whether that. 


 Chap:8 -conterning Almighty Goa, &c.. i165 
' give. not only temptation but warrant to the like 
PraCtices ;- we. ſhall ealily ſwallow upall the-par- 
ticuldr eommands. of God, in that fundamental 
one of being,like:him, ;. as we are raughr.himſelf | 
has done both. his commands and promiſes 1n his 

| lidden Decrees:. This-is ſo. natural a piece of Lo- 
gick, that-?cis very unſafe Men ſhould: be truſted 
| with, thoſe, preſſes whence: *ris: deriv'd,-. And 
though wears not over-apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
py. God-does really ſer-us,: yet this ſpurious one 
will not maſs to,be taken out : that pravity of our. 
ny which hinders in ;the one, exciting: and 
purring'us 0n.1n.the other, This ts:4 way to re- 
 concile. our .V iees: with. our: reporagiogs and-fin 
cum Privilegio ;. and there. is little doubt of Mens 
aptneſs to-ule that advantage; we ſee:it in lower 
inſtances... The Yices of @ Prince draw {holes of 
| followers, when, his virtue leaves. him the more 
eminent, . becauſe ſingle, and;renders him rather 
revered than imitated ; ; And certainly *twas none 
of the Devils {lighteſt fratagems on, the. Gentife 
. world, to give them ſuch Gods as might ;exempli- 
fe to them all thoſe odiows crimes, wherein he jo 
fir'd to immerſe them. Whether this may not be 
4 branch of the ſame Illuſion, 1 wiſh-the — 
hers of this do&rine would {erioully conſider, - _ 
AND as ſeveral #45 are hereby countenanc'd 
and authoriz'd, fo is all virtue in generatdifcoy- 
ed and diſheartned; this benums -us in our 
Chriſtian courſe, ſubſtraQts that ſpirit; and ;vi- 
our, which ſhould carry us through the weary 
ages of duty : indeed tit cuts the very Foes of 
M adulſtry, 
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Induſtry, baMes and makes tidiculows all rþid- 

& of Labout ; for what ſhould invite a'Man'te 
| av for rhat, from which he knows he is either 
irrever prectuded; -or elſe {6 infallibly after- 
raid of,” thathis negligence eanhordefoar him? 
Theſe: are” ſuch' extremes as afford 'no midale, | 
wherein the virtue of induſtry Se homey, exiſt, hope 
being equally out-dated by: the de | 
unnecel arineſs of ati nborte ding © and oyroom $i 
ceſſa#y hope is to excite endeavour we'may learn | 
of S:Pial, 1 Cor. i 5.65 ” where ING is C9. 
| rimhians 46 the conftan #n1-PraGtice 
1 this ground; that heir ir hour Ju wot bein 
4% th the Lord, "Bt according to fore' Mens 
dottritte,”*is ſcarce poiſible for a Man'to know 
whether my labour be'in' moron rw the ef- 
Feet oF it depends not v e' reVea om 
'Þut ſecret purpoſe of: Gol, and who wr rn | 
ther: yer guts "may not” lie ome Dornent Deecrect 
agzinſthim, which when he thinks he has run his . 
yxce;Thall yer defeat hin of his Crown.” Whether 
A reward thus ſtated will much animate-mens di- 
_— 'T may leave every Mar'to jadge by the 
circatmſtances in their ſecular concerns; and 
they fini'they would there damp their courage, 

_ - diſpirit*and diſhearten them from -attempring, 
there'will' be ſure more reaſon to conclude it in 
theſe Piritual Aﬀairs, wherein our induſtry is . 
commonly much leſs indefatigable.” © | 

'BU'T -Tſhall not farther inſiſt on the ill conſe- 
Tn of particular miftakes; there/is one fin- 
—__ error, Which if 1 it could becured, would 
ſuperſede | 
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ſuperſede all the reſt ; 1 mean our bold folly in 
medling with 'Gols Decrees, which we call hidden, 
and yet ridieulouſly confute that Epithet by pre- 
'reading toknow them. This is ſo much an-in- 
:olence as'forfeirs the compariſon, which might 


tbelong'to.itas/an error:; we ſee ſecular States jea-, 


f reſerve: their private: Counſels ;- and ſhall we 
| «God: fo {crutable, our ſelves ſo penetras 
ting, that none of his ſecrets can eſcape us'? - Or 
-#'we think" him; as indeed" he is, nnfathomable, 
awhiydo:we thus ——— what we confeſs 
wopdfible? Eſpecially fince we ſhall not only loſe 
the thing weo vainly purſae, but others which 
we mightetſe enjoy. *Tis as if a:Man ſhould be {o 
tranfpontethwoich-a buſie-carneftneſs' of knowing 
iis Pritices:Scters,| as quite to forget his Laws, 
andvincur capital puniſhment;. God has given.us 
wales of life, which upon the ſevereft penalties he 
Sequires'us:to ftudy: and{praftiſe ; and we divert 
From theſe; and:make it our tbuſineſs'toitrace his 
Connſals., Were gazing at\ the S/2rs to.read our 
deftiny, and'ilook' not to,our fer; and by that 
negligence experiment the' worſt fate they could 
| have portended for I think we may fay our wild 
Phancies about Gods Decrees, have invevent re- 
probated more than thoſe*Proces, upon which 
they are. ſo.willing to charge their ruine, and 
have: bid fair: to'the damning of many, whonx 
thoſe left falvable. Andindeed;ris to be wn 
ed from' Divine: Juſtice, rhat ſuch bold Inquiſicors 
ſhould find nothing but their own Deſtruction, 
'That Ark which devoutly reverenced' brought 
M 2 bleſſungs, 


Jou 
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bleſinzs, when curiouſly pried into diffus'd Peſts | 


lence and Death, 1 Sam,6. 19. ' Nay the very P- 
ets will tell us, that if we will have Prometheus 
- his Fire, we muſt take Pandora's Box alſo: and 
ſure Induſtry cannot be worſe laid out than thus 
to fetch' home Plagzes, and while ſo much of it 


runs waſte to ſuch 'unhappy | purpoſes, *tis nv 


wonder if we want for better ;- forget our callizg 
by contemplating our predeſt ination ; and ler the 
- Opinion of. our fare be at once the Encourage- 
mentand excuſe of. our ;/oth, thanwhich nothing 
can more evacuate:the purpole and deſign of 'our 
Chriſtianity, - which:Divines bave-truly defin'd 
to be nota contemplative but attzve Science. | - 7 
T O: the ſame unhappy Effett icoricur:our:Mt- 


ſtakes:of Gods Attributes,. 1f, I may-callthem- Mi | 


ſtakes, which ſeemito be rather wilful-Neſcience, 
they being ſo delineated to us both in his Word 
and his Providences, -that''tis not want of light, 
but winking againſt jt, that muſt-leave us igno- 
rant.” What the : fpecu/ative errors/are in this 


matter concerns not my- preſent delign to-iexa- -| 


mine : but there ſeem-ro be ſome -Miſperſwaſions 
' concerning the Divine ; Attributes, 'which do: re- 


markably tend in their conſequence-and effeQ, 


to the corrupting mens manners; nay, look as if 


they were delign'd, and affeQtedly choſen for: that 


urpole ;- I mean, «eſpecially thoſe concerning his 
on ice and Mercy, which being the Arrributes (in 
which we have the moſt immediate Concern, the 
Errors in-them are the more noxious /and deſtru- 
Qive. - Of this ſort is that narrow ſcanty notion 
| too 


, 
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too many have of Gods Juſtice, which we 'meaſure 
not by hiz but.our ſelves, and therefore propor- 
_ tion it not according to his i»fizity, but our own 
concerns, That is an Attribute from:which we 
promiſe to our ſelves no advantage, and therefore 
. we are willing to contract and ſhrink it up, make 
it ſerve only as a Cypher to advance mercy, but are 
unwilling to: underſtand itin-its proper Extent ; 
. think it a word: of form put in to complete the 
greatneſs of Gods Style, rather than any 7trinſick 
part - his nature, which he muſt deny himſelf to 
ut off. | 
: THUS do we facrilegiouſly ſteal from God 
a part of his being, and while other Sacriledges 
invade- only his patrimony, this commits a riot 


| . upon his very #atzre ; yetas if we meant the Pro- 


yerb ſhould 1ndemanifie us, and Exchange extin- 
guiſh the Robbery, we add to another attribute 
- what we have. defaulkt' from this, and amplifie 
and extend his Mercy, as much as we confine and 
limit his F«fice;- that is the one infinite Ocean, 
wherein-not only we, but himſelf muſt be ſwal- 
lowed up. We will thiak of him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to be any other thing, but 
what ſhall be in ſubſerviency to this:we will have 
him Powerful to relieve our Diftreſſes, but :not: 
to. revezge our Crimes; Wile to defeat the ma- - 
chinations of our Enemies, but not to circumvent 
_ our own indireQ& or impious Policies ; All-ſee- 
ing to b<ho/d our Wants and Griefs, | but not to 
diſcern our cloſer Guilts ; True to perform his. 
Promiſes, but not his Threats. In ſhort, we 
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modet all that is in God to our own wiſhes; and | 
inftead'of believing him what he is, phancy him: 


what we would have him. Like Mzxha,Fuag.1 7.5. 
\ making us a God for our 'own peculiar uſe, and 
_ forming the Deiry we mean to worſhip. A firange 
| bold Inverfion; for Creatures thus to faſhion their 
Creator, put. their own ftamp ar. impreſs upon: 
him, and ſhape him to their Phancies. ' And'in- 
deed *tis nothing but Pheney that has to doin rhis 
Artempr, and accordingly it ' muſt yanifh as the 
operations of thar ittufive Faculty, uſe to do. ''We 
may repreſent God to'our ſelves as we pleaſe, 
but that has no more real jzfluexce on hit, than a 
deforming Optich-glaff has on rhe Obje&# 1t dil- 
guiſes, he is ftill :he ſame amidft' all our wild 
conceits of him, and will always make good the 
title, by which he delivered himſelf to Moſes, 
Exod. '7. 14. TamihatT an Altthatisin himis 
equally immenſe and infinite, his mercy need not 


invade his j»/tice to: gain it ſelf a larger field of 


action, which is already (as the P/almi# ſpeaks) 
buer all his works ; neither his 'jaſtice encroach 


upon his mercy, that having alſo a Province wide 


enough; all impenirent, finners being within its 
Verga, and God knows how much ſoever we 
ſtraiten it in our opinions, we do indeed too 
muctr exrend it in-its rea/ force, 'by rendring our 
ſelves the proper objeRs of it. In ſhort, God 
who is. the Suithok of order and peace, cannot be 


ſuppos'd to be in corfufpor within himſelf; the di- 
vine Attributes are not in ſfrife, but perfect her- 
mony ;'*tis we only that have rais'd this _ 
iq tnan 
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than Gzgamtick war, notonly agaizſt Heaven, but 
init. The ſeveral Laminarics purſue the regular 
- motians-of the Sphexes ;; but we confound at once 
the Laws.of their Creation, and their Author too, 
ſtrive to eclipſe and. darken he . father of light... 
But if the-removing of..an earthly Land-mark be 
a crime puniſhable both. by God and man, what 
Thunder-bolts belong: to:thoſe who thus attempt 
to: ſet new; Boundaries to. Heaven, to limit and 
meaſure,out even the divize Nature, by the pro- 
portions.of their own Phancies, and indeed ſuch 
temerity -as.-this, is too like to confute it elf, 
and feel that Juſtice it -will not believe; yet as 
great and daring, a crimes it is, I fear there are 
= that can totally acquit themſelves of it : for 
though all diſavow it,; yet he that ſhall narrowly 
ſearch his own heart, will ſcarce find it clear 
from all degrees of it, We are all apt to cheriſh 
a flattering hope, that God is not ſo ſevere as he is 
repreſented,..or that.if. in reſpeCt of, his Juſtice 
he be a. conſuming. power, yet that Mercy will be 
ſure to ſnatch us out of the burning ; like the An- 
_ gels to. Lot,..a(fiit our Eſcapes, and provide us a 
Agar , - that. qur Souls may live : and this Hope 
though, founded only in our wiſbes, is very apt to 
flide 1ato our-faith, and make us believe what we 
would have : by which means this becomes a 
kind of. Epidemick Hereſie, the moſt frequent,and 
common Miſperſwaſion that occurs concerning 

the divine Attributes. | £32 ; 

IT: would. be a work more long thanufeful to 
recite the ſeveral errors that have ſprung from 
| M4 © 7 = a 
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this one. That of Origen, that the Devils ſhould 


finally be ſaved, is a noted and pregnant Inſtance, 


' Which'could be derived from norhing but' this 
unequal apprehenſion of Gods Juſtice 'and 'Mer- 
Cy: And beſides all other ancient, we have many 
branches of a later growth, that ſpring from the 
ſame root, a ſet of plauſible falfities, which would 
quench the «»quenchable Fire, and kill the never 
dying Worm”; 1 mean'thoſe allaying ſoftning de- 
ſcriptions ſorne of this age have made of Hell, 
ſome changing the 474, 'others abating the »- 
renſeneſ,” or at leaſt® the *duration' of 'thoſe- Tor- 
ments, -&ach ſubſtracting fo much from this To- 
phet, that they have left Arheiſman eaſie task to 
takeaway the reſt : and may give ſuſpicion they 


mean to viſit that "Wi which they are ſo indu- - 
ie, | FE | 


ftrious to make ea L | 
' BUT' whatever they do themfelues, *ris ſure 
this is the way to ſend o2hers thither, to take off 
their fears of it, ro make them think it-not ſo 
dreadful's place as they once ſuppos'd, and con- 


' ſequeatly leſs careful tg decline the- ways that 


lead to it. *?Tis indeed too 0bvious that ſuch per- 
ſwaſions do mightily impugn Chriſtian Practice, 
and embolden men in fin { And God knows we 


- need'no ſuch encouragement ; the more general 
fallacious hopes of Mercy- being too ſufficient 


for 'that purpoſe without - theſe fupernumerary 
geceits : but between the'one and:the'other, Lz- 
bertiniſm is like to out-grow all reſtraints, and 
the opinion of Gods goodneff inſtead: of leading 
jen to repentance, will flacken thoſe reins _ 
fy 4 age 5 age: aa wn 
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with our brutiſh Nature ſhould be bridied and 
reſtrain'd, and we thus left unto the ſway of 


luſt and paſſion, muſt run head-long upon ruine, 
us the horſe ruſpeth imto the Battel.” For alas, we 


are not {& gexerows as to do well for Virtues- 


fake, nay nor ſo provident as to doit for Re-. 


.. ward; *ris our fear. that is the moſt prevalent in- 
centive, and accordingly we find: religion gene- 
rally makes her firſt impreſſions there. ' They are 
_ the terrors of the Lord that do moſt uſually and 
moſt effe&tually: perſwade men, 2 Cor.5.11. our 
Hearts muſt be pricked, and at thoſe Orifices pie- 
| tyenters. Now when all theſe terrors ſhall be ſu- 
perſeded by the opinian'of an overwhelming mer- 
cy, when He//ſhall either be annihilated, or ſup- 
.. pos'd fo to annihilate us, that we ſhall loſe our 
paſſiveneſs with our being, and beas uncapable of 
ſuffering, as even Heaven it ſelf can make us, 
what will be left to engage us to w/rrue, or deter 
us from vice? Alas, do we not often ſee a daring 
Luſt bid batte/ to all the artillery of Heaven, meet 
God in his loudeſt Thunder, and venture on d4am- 
nation 1n its dreadfulleſt form? And can we think 
it will be more modeſt, whea it ſhall be told that 
' they are only edgeleſs weapons it hath to encoun- 
ter? That Gods Thunder amidft all its noiſe car- 
ries no bolt? And that the Flames of the bottom- 
| leſs Pit, are bur a painted fire, that at a diſtance 
may fright, but not hurt us, orat leaſt ſo hurt us, 
that we ſhall not feel it? When thoſe rubs which 
fear interpos'd are thus removed, there is no- 
thing to ſtay the courſe of headlong riot , but 
| | . pre- 
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frcqutiouy it will on, where ever Frong defire 
driv 


or flattering luſt allure : he that loved 
tns fin, even-when it threatned him reize, ſerv'd 


zr-aſſiduouſly, when it promiſed no other wages 
ES ore Do = hug this us 
.perwwhen he thinks *ris (tt , and give up-his 
. © ear tobe bored by that Moſer, which affords him 
preſent pleaſures without future ſtripes? We ſee 
even.in Civil matters the pre/amption of Impuanity 
s:the great »ar/e of Diſorders, and if it were not 
for-the coercive. power of -Laws we ſhould foon 
fee how little the dire&#ve would ſignifie ;- and 
doubcleſs”tis the ſame in ſpiritual or rather worſe, 
by how much we-are more bent upon the break- 


ing of Gods: Laws: than mens, and conſequently 


will be the more-apprehenſive of any Encourage- 

.-O FE the truth hereof our 'experience gives too 
fad proof, none ruſhing {o;boldly upon God's j«- 
ftece,” as:thoſe, who have molt fortified themſelves 
againſt the dread of it, as.if they meant their pra- 
is ſhould: experiment. the truth of their fecula- 
tion; and make the utmoſt trial whether God can 
be provok'd or:no. Indeed.men uſe wvercy as amaz'd 
Paſfengers ſometimes do- a; plank in a ſhipwrack, 
lay fo much weight upon it, as ſinks both it and 
' themſelves; . fo periſhing by too great a conki- 


dence of their reſcue, and finding a G»{ph where 


they expetted an Art : not that I ſuppoſe Merc 
nnable to fupport the weight of all ht Banfome, | 
nay, :and of all the fns in the world,. which have 
not the 'one ponderous adherent of ay = 
NT, | uper- 
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ſuperadded; but that is a bu rthen which even the 


divine C/emercy finks under, refuſes to plead-ſuch 
2.cauſe, and refers it to' Juſtice as its: proper .. 


Court: And therefore to {fin ongin hope of mercy, 
{ is toundermineour ſelves, and commit a folly'as 
abfard as ruinous;| I wiſh:I could fay *twere not 
alſo as frequent but God kngws/tis every where 
t09:apparent 5 Men openly. avow 4t, ſo that*ris 
become the vulgar anfwer to every .convicting 
Reproof, that-God # merciful : And ſurely they 
thatobſerve the growth of Vice,fince our new de- 
Eriptions of Hell came abroad, will have cauſe to 
think the one has had no {mall influence on the 
other, and that while ſome have made it borrow 
the uncafineſs of our humane ſtate to make up its 


torments;- they have taken care it ſhould bejuſt, 


and tend us back fins of a greater magnitude. This 
. miſerable traffick have theſe FaQtors ſetled, be- 
tween the preſent world and the infernal region, 
thatHell ſhould haveEarthspai»s,and Earth Hells 
wickednef#; the: later alas we are too fully poſſeſt 
of, which is like to ſend roo many ſouls to'diſcover 
the deceit of the other. In fine, our groundleſs 
confidences of mercy, and thoſe other Ghimere's 
we forge out of that, are certainly the moſt fre- 
quent and dangerous underminers -of Chriſtian 
practice: theſe like the Sw# give heat and vigour 


to thoſe inordinate luſts which a juſt fear of ver- - 
geaxce would asa winters froſt nip, and deſtray :' 


And till we lay by theſe eaſie' flight thoughts of 
God, and conſider him in thoſe more awful attri- 


butes which exaQ our reverence, his mercy will | 


only 


176 Miſthiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chyap:8$.; 
only ſerve to ripen us for his judgment ; that 
ſmooth and gentle property in God, which to all 
who abuſe it not is indeed the o/ of gladnef, will 
thus perverted acquire the more fatal quality of 
Oil; ſerve only to intend our flawes, and remove 
us as far from the rewards of: Piety, as our bold 
phancies have done from the pratZice. ; 
: "A'thjrd fort of miſtakes there are by which 
Piety is obſtrufted, and thoſe are ſuchas concern 
Gods providence, about which the world has long 
lince had many diſputes; ſome entirely denying 
it, as preſuming God ſo wholly taken up with rhe 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felici- 
ty, that he is utterly 4nconſiderate of that of 
his creatures, and an unconcern'd fpetator of hu- 
mane affairs ; others limiting and reſtraining it 
to thoſe things onl wr 7s themſelves were 
pleagd' to think wort - of the divine inſpeCtion 
and condutt : But theſe queſtions have been more 
bandied among Philoſophers than Chriſtians, and 
therefore are beyond our preſent enquiry, Yet 
give me leave by the way to expreſs my fears, that 
theſe errors have yet ſome ſecret rooting in too 
many hearts ; that there are many who rather 
. formally /ay, than cordially believe, that God go- 
verns the World, and diſpoſes as well of humaze 
as divize things; a ſuſpicion that. is rendred too 
probable by thoſe indirett arts Men uſe, to poſ- 
| themſelves of ſecular advantages ; for did 


% 


they ſeriouſly think, that all thoſe things are in . 


Gods hands,from whence they are neither ftrong 
nor cunning. enough, either to wreft or = 
RK, them, 
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them, tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould attempt 
ſuch painful impoſlibilities,' diſquiet themſelves 
in vain,as the P/z/mift ſpeaks, and which is-worſe, 
forfeit all title to them as Gods gifts, by this afſu- 
ming to make them their own. . But this isa diſ- 
quiſition'T muſt leave every Man to make in his 
own heart; only let me ſay, that he 'that has 
there any doubt of Gods univerſal or particular 
providence, has alſo init therootof all «zchriſt:- 
ax Sins, of Diftruſt, Solicitude,and Fraud: there 
being nothing that can effeEtually ſuperſede our 
own carkingsand contrivances for our ſelves, but 
the-afſurance that God cares for us. Men being 
fill apt to ſcramble, where there is none'from 
whom they expe&an orderly and ſufficient diſtri- 
bution; and therefore this error where-ever it 1s 


found, ” may well be reckon'd among the impe- - 


ders of Chriſtian duty.* | 


BU T' beſides thoſe whothus doubtiof Provi- 


dence, there are others [iable to-grett miſtakes; 
I mean thoſe who to their ju# belief of Gods Pro- 
vidence, ſuperadd a' groundleff confidence of their 
own $kill in fathoming it; that are not content 
to know it in its produ# andevent; bur pretend 
to diſcern it in its moſt ſecret deſignments and 
purpoſes ; and do not ſo much reverſe God's 
- diſpenſations, as _— them. 'I do not here 

mean to- condemn all particular applications of 


providential Events, which are ſometimes ſoex- - 


traordinary and remarkable, ' that they are their 
own expoſitors, and point out the conſtruction we 
are to make: and an humble 'advertence. rinto 


ſuch, 
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ſach,; is [not -only' innocent but neceflary : bur 
when Men {halt 'attempt to-read: every line in 
God's, hand, to. make their own' inference from 
every <Mux of Providence; theſe enders to 
divine Palmiſtyy, ſeern to difter only thus much 

. from thoſe who! make a trade of the nas 

ral, that they Cheat 7hemfelves as well as 
others. | | : PREVETLY 

YET there want not ſome who have gone 
yet farther, and, think net only . to | anderFaud 

- Providence, but -af# it :; not:orty trace it 101 all 
its intricate windings, and concealed intendments, 
butHhelp.it in the etecution,: and give birth ito-its 
conteptions.:. Of this fort arr" are thoſe; who 
havitg poſſeſt their, brains with ſome conettural 
expoſitions:of obſcure prophecies, : will. admini- 
Her to providence, {ind call out thoſe events they 
expeCt: andas if they were conſcious that God 
wonld not make govd their dreams, endeavour to 
do it themfelyes.”: This age has afforded too ma- 

inflaiices of \this,, when the fulfilling: of Pro- 

25 has by forme. been. made the folemn ſfum- 
mons.to rebellion und bord: and! in order to the 
hating und deſtroying of the whore, \Rev.17.1c [Men 
have been anithated 2 hate and deſtroyall who 
were notinfetted with their owin Phrenzy: This 
we know has been-calld rhe helping of the: Lord 
ag ain? the mighty,” and ſomething |more than vo- 


 ave'Curies awairrdes to thoſe who refus'd:ro aflift. 


Thus have they dart wildly miſtaken, and then no . 


leſs wildly out-run God's deſigns : asif like Baad, 
Fudg. 6. he were woable to plead for himſelf, to 


Vin- 
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vindicate his own- cauſe, ' or effe& his ipurpe 
without their help': and having reſolved whathe 
ſhall do, obtrude'themſelves upon him as his in- 


Fruments ; how repugnant ſuch — of 


Providence are to the zxterefts of ' Chriſtianity 1s 
too apparent from the many detefable effeits they 
have prodic'd. bh 

BUT ſetting afide theſe; Ter' us return'to 
thoſe 'we ſpake of before; who preſuming to'ex- 
pound providential Events, make them the Cr#- 
rerion by which' to judge both of perſons and of 
cauſes, concluding the one loved. or hated, the 
other approved 'or difallowed by God, according 
ro their proſperous: or adverſe Succeſs: The firtt 
of theſe was by our Saviour exploded, as an-nn- - 


' due way of proceſs inthe Fews, in the caſe of the 


Galileans, and” before him- Solomon had given'it 
as'a Maxim, that,zo mn could know love or hatred 
by all that is before him, Eccl. 9''t: And if under 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy, where temporal Bleffings 
made up ſo great a part of their Promiſes, it was 


ſo; much more is it under the Goſpel, whoſe frame 
and compoſure 1s quite diftant ; which inftead'of 


opoling ſecular-proſperities'to its proſelyres, af.. 
ures them the contrary ;' ſets np'the Crols as the 


- Standard under which they are to fight, and af- 


fords no temporal Hopes,but withan allaying pr 

viſo of Perkorntictiorind afflictions ; am LY 
Apoſtle to.the Hebrews goes farther, makes them 
not only incident but zeceſſary to Chriſtians, the 
badge and cognizance of Sonfſhip,” whilſt the'5s 
theening is the fatalleſt Sign, « token of hep 
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180 Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chaps. 
and abdication,. Heb. 1 2:7, 8.. And doubtleſs the 
experience. of . every Chriſtian aſſerts - the do- 
 Qrrine; wearcall apt with the Prodzz al to forſake 
our fathers houſe, and as long as we can'have the 
not-and-not the wants, ſhall never think of re- 
” gurging; we muſt be famiſht into conſideration, 
and our bucks alone will ſend us home to the fat-_ 
Zed Calf. And can there be a greater indulgence in 
_ God, than thus-to make our Iniquity our Puniſh- 
ment, that it,may.not be. our Ruine ?. To embit- 
ter thoſe ſenſualities whoſe. ſuſgiouſnels ſerves to - 
Iintoxicate us, and to =o ex-þ wings which he 
ſees carry us. from him? Stories tell us chat the 
Trojan Wives after the deſtru##in of their:Coun- 
_ try,.being wearied with their reſtleſs vagrant 
Band their Husbands. to a ſerrlement : 
by burning their Ships., And. the:ſame kind: ſtra- 
tagem God has. upon us :. he ſees that our. worldly 
acceſſions do rather enlarge.than. fill our. appe- 
tites, and carry.-us on to farther purſuirs,. and b: 
drawing- us. {till more fron him the.:Ceater. ol 
reſt, expoſe. us:to, endleſs wandrings, .and. then 
what can be. kinder than to reſcue us from ſuch a 
condition, that Curſe of. Cazz,. to, be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth ; to deprive .us of our 
treacherous. proſperities,. and: fire: thoſe Ships 
wherein we are preparing like Jonah, to flee from 
the preſence of the Lord; 1a by a happy neceſſity 
forcing us to fix our ſelves on him... And this 
the worſt God deſigns us in every adverſity: and 
| did we mean. but as well to our ch we ſhould 
not mils of receiving the happieſt EfeQs, even 
_ en ; that 
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that peaceebleilfruit. of righteauſneff the Apoſtle 
ſprake of, Heh. 3 2. Sg holy men 1ſ0{well un- 
derſtood;.;ithat wel find them; dread nothing. ſo 
much-as ag'uninterruptid proſperity; .they,-like 
the Myoeb-te i omedgreprjeabing ofGodslove 
when he forbare toftrikah: upon which {core it 1s, 
that in the Ajcient Fathers; there are16iniany {o- 
| lemn petirions for | ftripes 3-iſuch-!1 reſo. 
licitationsdor ithe: medicine] corre ions; weberein 
they judg'd:both GodsEizdneſ5 and their own;/afe- 
zyto kts 21 S99HNfTIOS v1.35756 DOE 803101 
- + A N:D:ithen-how petverſe, -how' prepoſterous 
are. our-mealures, -when: we! conclude.:quite the 
other way;{eſtimate Gads{{ove: only-fromy datward 
{ueſſes, indthink he's ciever angry but when he 
ſmites':Ja;Perfwaſion,; which:as it-isveryfallemn 


its grounds; {0 very: pernicious: 1n its effeds, and 
—_— | ___ ? ach, fears; as ;fallacious as-1t felt; 
For firſt, it weapply itto our-ſelves, 'it..praduces 
miſchiefs. proportionable to: the divers ſtates.un+ 
der which weare. Ifa:man be fulland profperoze, 
it makes him proad and ſerure, for when he: has 
\ niot only the poſſeſſion of tlioſe things theWorld 
values, but takes them as.an- atteftation-of Gods 
peculiar kindneſs.and approbation, . what: ſhould 
make him either conſider. or reform his guilts ? | 
If he have ſanity enough to poſſeſs him of Gods 
favour, and-all theſe profitable effeQts of it, he 
will noteaſily be perſwaded he needs more'; - and 
any man that ſhall tell him he does, ſhall be heard 
with the ſame indignation wherewith Cre/w en-. 
tertain'd.So/oz, when he found him queſtion that 

WO | N happineſs, 
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xs." Endeavour is the child-ofh i 
tempt notitoattone!' one whom we conclude im- 6 
cable: fo that Wrath may conſume, but will % 
ever welt 'us; *tis Love only-that has that ſof#- y 
zing, diſſolving Power, and: unleſs 'we diſcern 4 ” 
mixtureof that in Gods iflidsors, they; willne: | + 
ver-readerus allcable to. is impreſſions. We — 1 
kiſs fathers handand -rod, wlien an:Execution= : 
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Pls ; phat hat of rejogcine in Tribalarions, which. 


ur $; oh wo thooghrt fo. CONN, 'as.tO Mſert 

iticnght by Hoa, THOR bl poſttes fre- 

Ce: y mention it, trititnphayicly » 4 Ee, Fa 
reand prerogative Wh '$ riſa, 

the * ſticceſſes be a nore. of.. Gods dot, 


_ therewillbe tioplaoebor joy fb even in the ou 
ens. 


Capt. Cl? od Soy Hoben 
wi interc and a. Martyr as. 
vncomfbttable as a Mateaors. . But if theſe 
Were the only rings to which joy Wert. an- 
next, there” would Wy be por ob few concern ditithe 

eprivat ion efein we att mo | 
fly in "6 Tre are thoſe Chaſtiſetnents ' TID 

Hour Guile, HOrOR=s which though in re- 
ſectofit eir catſe they _ Mattets of t __ 
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eft TadneGs, yet in regard of their ſignificancy and 


| oe, - they are Grounds of comfort ; they ſignitie 


t God:( however diſpleas'd ) yet has not aban- 
donedthecareof us ;; thinks us worth his corre- 
#ion, aud deſigns our redugement : and the effe& 

: will if not obſtrufted by, us) be anſwerable to . 
that deſign : our Chaſtening here reſcues-us from 
the 6ns,_ and conſequently the condemnation of the 
.world,. 1, Cor. 11. 32, and this is ſure no ſlight mo- 


"tive of rejoycing ; and we are very unjuſt to God 


andour ſelves, if we will exchange it for the Tul- 
Tenmurmurs of a deſperate incorrigiblenels. , .. -._ 
-..A N D. as this perſyaſion is thus per7cioms in 
reflexion on or {lth fo neither i$ it more- 7- 
rocent when app 


73+ 12. WE ſhall too often find 


temporal affluence we ſhall conclude Gods fayour 
to them; *twill be. hard reſiſting the cempration, 
which (without that Argument) the. P/almiſt 
was under, of thinking it vain to cleanſe. our hearts 


or waſh our hearts in Egan ' Nay, we. ſball be | 


apt to joyn our ſuffrage tothoſe in Malachy 3. 15, 
andcall the prowd, "4p : and if we eſteem them 
ſo, "tisnatural to defire to be like them ; ſo we 


ſhall quickly grow to deſpiſe a poor or affiided Tn- | 


xocencegand embraceall thriving proſperous ſins. . 


... ON theother ſide, if we look on othersin an 
_ adverſe, calamitous ſtate, this opinion -ſuggeſts | 
hard and ſevere ſentences concerning them, in- | 

F | : | "+ 00s 1 


ied to-ozhers;' for firſt, if we look 

on the men that proſper in the world, as the P/a/-. 

miſt ſpeaks, Plat. 

them anſwer the charaFer, .he.gives them 1n the 
former part of the P/a{», and when from their | 
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dines us to judge where we ſhould ſaccour, and 


how great an accumulation of Noo that is, we 


nd not. {o often 


may learn from J0ts whom we } . 
nor ſo Pargoate y complaining of any of his'pre/- 
ſures, as of the unkind -cexfzres of his Frienas, 


who weighing in this' deceitful balance of tempo- 


. ral ſucceſſes, made very falſe judgments of him, 


andas if they were to Glean after Satan, endea- 
voured to deſpoil him of that ' bnly comfort” his 
malice had left, the conſcience of his Innocency. 
This is, as the P/almiſft ſpeaks, to perſecute hin 
whom God has ſmitten, and to talk to the grief of 
thoſe whom he hath wounded ; 'a thing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much'more 


to that tenderneſs, thoſe affeftions and bowels 


Chriſtianity requires ; and therefore in this re- 


tpe&t alſo, 'we may reckon this perſwaſion very | 


mjurious to Chriſtian duty, = 
'*NOR 1s it leſs ſo when applied to Casſes,. in 


Which it is full as deceitful a Rule as it is in Per- 


fors*: God has defign'd us another meaſure of our 
undertakings ; his word and /aw, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to ſquare and ac- 
commodate our particular a#iozs: he ſends us 
not to his providence, and the various diftributi- 
ons of that, or allows us to judge of the Juſtice, 
by the Sxcceſs of our Atrempts. If that were the 
trial; *'twere impoſſible. for any enterprize to be 
lawful, ſince that which ſhould legitimare it, is 
ſubſequent:to it, and can have noinfluence on it, 
tothe making it good or bad : andas it does not 


make, fo neither does it infallibly fignifie it to be 


N 3 either ; 
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ither - and. of. thoſe who preſume. it. does, - 4 
Pornack whence. it came tado ſo? If by any 


Tg pation of God, * let, them produce it; and i a 


thence, 'Tme fore i it can make no pretence.ts. cer- 
tainty, God having no where oblig'd;his Prove: 
rn to make ood our phancies-and. conjectures. 
1 bo if we look into- Seripture-examples, We 
ſhall find | this ireefragably confured'; the ſame 
Cauſe having at {varal times differing ſuccels, 
"Thus the I/raclites werg- diſcombred a, their firſt 
aMault upon 4, and yer. ſuccebful aftet ; ons 
Go gereind ick _tq the- cayl; Rs ms the 
variation, that ſtill continuing: the fame, T 
like. 9.10 the caſe. of «5 pee arF no 
thou oe 5 11] an engagemept ascan well be 
Aft two vicories'over the other. Iribew 
Tod lo, 20. "Bur there, is;o0ne . inftance that may 
6-4 for all, and ns is the taking of the: Ark by 
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poſſible for the beſt cauſe to ſecureit lf fromthe 
blaſting inflaence of its Abettors'orimes, - 
- T HIS: is foekearand- evidenr' ai Truth, that 
_ *tis matter of fome- wonder, how -the-contrary 
perſwafion ſhould ever infinuate-it Rf; and-in- 
_ deed it is-not;probablke it (ever had,c/if Intereſt, 
that ray Wet. had .notintroducediit, Men 
engagein'detigns'not oft Satuition of their Jovful- 
neſs, but profiry and when they are fuch as nothing 
can warrant 4priore,: their only reſerve isto make 
| them good 4 pofteriore;; to bring a licenſe after the 
fa&, -and\juttifie their beginning by their end ; 
whichhow ridicolous ſoeverit may-ſeem'to ſober 
reaſon;:yer ſuch is chenatural ſhame,” 'or ſecular 
inconvenience of dwning an «muſt AF, that met 
will wrap themſelves, though inthe thinneſt and 
moſt diaphemoue veils, make: uſe of the abfurdeſt 
pretences, and fainte(t': coloxrs' to ſhadow their 
Gailt, and' whilſt conſtiouſneſs bids' them ſay 
_ ſomewhat for themſelves,” 'and the caſe affords no 
folid plea, they: are/ driven ' to: theſe deplorable 
fleights and! {ubterfuges. - Indeed this is anargu- 
ment that ſtands: ſingle, and is ſeldom uſed but 
10 thoſe:cauſes-thatadmit of no/better;- which we, 
may reaſonably conclude tobe the reaſon, why it 
was: ſo much infiſted on' by our' late 'diſturbers, 
who in-fuch- abundance of light, as they own'd, 
could notbe' tuppos'd-3gnorunt enongh'to believe 
themſelves: bas cone ithe- oo ra o 
better arguments that caltthem'upon'tliis, forc* 
them to:ranſick the: Acoran, and Fs A piece of 
Farkiſe» Divinity to-make-good their Sainſbip. 
Fige Throne N 4 | They 


a88 Miſihiefs ariſingfrom Miſtakes Chyay.$. 
:They-now:diſcern the unskilfulneſs:iofi that ples, 
which a little time has copverted-to-all.acciſation. 
:The gteat' change (it has-.pleas'd;Gad-' to- make 
among vs; ;retorting-their-conquering 'Sylogiſms, 
.and. making them: need &new ſucceſs to juſtifie 


their vaunts of the old.;; :God-grant:we may not 


- 


here relieve thera again, and i wy 0p ſins, 
help thenyto that which rhe juſtice:of their Cauſe 


never did, hor is like to acquire therh.'s 1 .* 
: BU 0, 6he agh this plecof ove os 2.20 
1y urg;d in;policy,.: yet it; prevails with many who 
; myo Gat 478 $3 Freed: the: Ts {© 
-much ſubjeRed to-cheir/ex/es,' that generally the 
concluſions drawn . thence-are eaſily: embrac'd, 
when thoſe from Reaſon-and- Confeience have a 
double difficulty, - firſt to be underſtood, 'and 
next to be-admitted, ., and the; moſt:e/aborate dif- 
courſe ſhall not convince them of the right of that 
rauſe, which in the laſt appeal to 'Gods-/Fribunal 
by War, has been openly-condemn'd*; -whilftthe 
ſpoils of vitory as much Aatisfie. the Uaderſtand- 
1ng of the jofzce of the Prize, as the 'Defire, with 
the ven or Zo yof it. And this -1s1t: which ren- 
ders {uch kind of 'arguings very pernicious, the 
-being ſo-fitted to the: pra woe ago that they 
, ſeldonr miſs to be effeQual ; - and engage the hes- 
dy multitude in the Proſecution of the_ worſt de- 
ſigns, that are recommended-to:them-:by the one 
« Catholick virtue of Succe(s.: This is indeed asthe 
Prophet ſpeaks, Ex. 13:22. to ſtrengthen the Hends 
of evil þ at that they turn not from: theirwicked- 
eſs.; todazzle their Eyes;ſo with the ſplendor of 
Ry So Chg be - © > nn 
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proſperous iniquity, -that they can never come to 
take: an” exaQt view, *dnd'dilcern' it in its true 
form :* And doubtleſs this was' noneof the leaſt- 
prevailing arts of ſequcement amongius,and drew 
in many to abet thoſe ſeditious practices, which 
| all: taws of God atid Man 'prohiibited, and 'where- 
by Chriſt az Religion has at once been violated and 
defam'd ; has not'only her pFecep; probe, bis 
her ſelf aſperlt with the foul conſequences of that 
. diſobedience, and ſb buys'one injury with ano- 
ther ;'thecontempt of her Authority with theloſs 
of her Reputation,” read ona 
WW E fave now-ſeen the il conſequences iſfuing 
fron theſe miſtakes'of Gods Providence, bit we 
muft' take noticethat there remalins'yer as great 
orpreater danger onthe other Tide; and that a 
rotal neglettis work than an erroneous conſtruitiomn 
of it.- For though God *hath ſecluded us. from 
that mote exa&t' minnite' diſcerning of his purpo- 
ſes; yet he rheans not his 47 of Ginr ſhould” be 
lookt owas wholly" #»ſfonificant, and therefore has 
given us the general vat and meaning of them, 
according t@'which'we are tp limitand reſtrain 
our wa zneſſes,” and alſo Jadge of particular 
events. Now as Gods original and primary deſizz 
inthe creation'of Man, was to render him a [ub- 
jet capable of eternal happineſs ; {0 alſo have all his 
ſubſequent Aits toward him aim'dat theſametnd * 
and becauſe 'there is nothing removes man fo far 
from that grand” purpoſe of his "being as' Sin ; 
therefore God has: made the ſupprefling.of that 
the univerſal intendment of his difpoſals concern- 
ing 
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| | 2 $32 that weſhould ob- 
ſepinoVory turn of his 4ezd; in-order to. the re- 


our:own. lives, and by the- ſeveral-med;- 
wes of pee; Ia e or. fear,-1nfer. that neceſſary c0n- 
Ne of. I ere univerſal. Obedience ; andthe 


is. the:crime.the Pſalmiſt menti-+ 
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regard nat the works of the Lord, nor the operation 
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this N, 


d;[cipline they haye-been' under : According:to 
which eſtimate we muſt reſolve; that Gods EXPE: 
EE RD ations 


Crus DEED NATO SE AID INS DEFICIT OE ES LINE! 
tg2 Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chiliy.8: 


@arions from woof this Nation'cannot but be very 
high, there being no people under the Sun, whom 
he has more fighaliz'd as bis own immediate care, 
67 whom'the Divine Oeconomy has more conſtant- 
lyatid-even folicitoufly-atterided in all the variety 


of feaſonable and'powerful applications. 


DS H*AL Lnot 4fſume'the'work of a' Chro-" 


zicle;' by giving a ſeries of all thoſe mercies we 

.feceiv?d 1n the loins, of our -Anceſtors ; and of 
_ which we have * dg one unhappy memorial, 
 I'miean our nauſeating and deſpifing them ; it ha- 
bo Yonwen the"buſineſs of our days; to difintail 
' thole 


two moſt ineſtimable Bleſſings, 'of' a pure 


Religion and outwdrd” Peace, Which'our immedi- 
= - Progenitors lefrus ; and to derive to our po- 
uy the conttary miſchiefsof impiety and con- 
— B rotdaggateg? Hepponaprtartieary wee Dprint © 
"BUT not to ravel'{d far back, T ſhall confine 
myTeflexions to ſo late a date, that T ſhall not 
need to beſpeak the” fairh-afforded to MHiftorians ; 
ſcarce any that can be my Reader, but is qualified 
to'be my witzefſtoo; and muſt acktiowledge that 
there hason Gods part been no Method wanting, 
- thatmightpurific us' to himſelf ” Peculiar people 
zealous of good works, To that end of refining and 
cleanſing'us it was, that he kept us'ſo long in the 
furnace,*permitted us to thoſe many Fiery trials 
of our late calamitous days. *'Twereimpertinent 
hereto givea-Deſcription'of thoſe fufferings,whicti 
every mans memory can: ſo 'readily' repreſent” t6 
him: or topaint that F/amewhoſe ſcorchings we 
have felt; 'tis enough to fay,” thar Go# appear'd 


In. 


—— 


» g | 
F _Y 


ca i EE ii wi od ab Yoo e 


——— 


like 4 skilful Captain,, 
usſoin all our inter 
ſible for us to fly any where but to him 


par, .and other, mens fins put. on. Which.w 
ſoever we look'd, we ſaw nothing but ut that hi 


on the Church, we ſaw t 


of. Prayer made in the: moſt 
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in them, earneſtly. induſtrious to 


JIat os 


deed he that would; make-up an. exaCt oa 


- ofour Calamities,-muſt calculate. in how: many * 
inſtances. humane .nature may be. paſſive ;;there 
Telg ſcarce, any,of our ſuf 


they were. ngt i 
JAY.) Penlons, Fe 2-9, » PT pe Ns 


HO ins all, our Conſciences, all ; groaning, Jer 


the weight of that Toke, which our own. $7 n pre: 


gar? «1 
a; by. 'Schi(es, 
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tconſume our Eyes and greg 
t' tor, 


ſpoil'd. by Szcriledge; . the” DD ces. of; 

lation Randing in the Hol hy He, and the boufs 
iteral ſence -4 

Thieves, If on the State, we law the: breath c 


our Noftrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken 10 


their Pits, Imprif, ow d, and Arreign 'd, and barba- 
rouſly Murder'd; by thoſe. who flew him, lke 
the Heir in the Goſpel, that they might ſeize on 
his Inheritance. -We ſaw this and all other Mil- 


chiefs eſtabliſh'd by « Law, and made as irrever- 


ſible as powerful malice could render them. , And 
now in ſuch a diſtreſs, who would not think that 
ſuch a neceſſity. ſhould have, become our virtue- 

and ſo perfe& a deſtitution compell'd our. reſort 


to the Divine aid ? And as little oppreſt States 


us'd to make themſelves homagers to the Romans, 
: "y 
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{ſhould "niathes}f 6nr Riot: EX hen any rf &tuits 
could be had, © were CevEIthat + tg nv 
evenintheworft of tithes we miſt'not to be as tu) 


uftetis as we wereable: and {sthough' were Oh 
t at 
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5f obtir. St reſfors' towards. ys, ih. 


{fol hearts impregble, weeds 


&-="1 conterning prone TY uy5 


thacwicelike the &s;ſhould gain inome-partwhat 
it loſt inianother z:we took order thiacwhat was 
_ thus inevitably :defaulke- from _ rofhnſe 
fioy -ſhouk kaziede upint exhteaper > wecould 
roger) own tr or nr EY 
Parity and this wretched. Imniunity wwe 
| Pagina till we -event became Proverbic! 
t;-andigaveoun ; faſteqit 


number I hope was not 
conkt-lay'ſo aloof thoſe / 
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bur their reſolutions of bredting. 'It was indetd 
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Edi broughtin,; while: inen” ran i iasvmuch 
haſte :tb-take the: opportunity :of : Perjury):1ias | 
the: Primitive C n TITI BERNE do; _ 

boron meumns: ami wedecm'd to:10nva | 

_ x chenues peculiar... | warddcnoe: ſuffer: them: to | 
"ehjoy thoſe marks of diflirvtion, they had framed | 
fe me woreah ſotharas at ſs _—_ . 

;we wereall 2G0AN tawhiilewet 

| Code eebety theſs:indirectattempts 
= mg own, we-todk jt:vorytibrhathe-leftus:to 

| oa ofthem «That Þ ar arc ER 
_—_ and madeies Frium- 

CE eine hoſe | 

An weeecanerll ep -lome, more 


| ; 
ofourcesſe; and SE We yr wa an; ,oblig'd 
' Ged: by: not [being Treitbtso:of i Schiſmaricks; 
- thought he wrong'd us extrenicly. that he-made | 
vs +not Yidtors.; ' Samuel tells" Saul; that Rebellion 
was dike Witcheraft ; but we: ſrem'd to think Loy- 
altywas 1; that like a ſpell; it was to keep us 
iny nerable, not-only againſt; our 'enemies:.but 
our Selves: 'and ſo. countercharmall our-crimes, 
CY ſhould only be aQtive:to- pleaſe not hurt 
"Bur if in as =_ place we reflect _ _ 
elves 


* Chaps concerning Almighty Goa, ic. 197 
ſelveseven 1n,relation tothatcau/e.in which we 19 
much, confided, 'tis.taþe fear'd all, Men. will.not 
be able to. evince; they, ſuffer'd for. God/and. the 
Kzng, though: they did itiin_ their Jnerres ;- "tis.the 
Jatent. muſt; ;enominate. whole. Myrrizes: they - 
were, -it being too. frequent. for. private paſſions 
and. intereſts; to march under-the banger.of cone 

ſgjence;..anf, we call that ſometimes.taking up 

the. Grof;; which, is gnly-the- taking-up an nor 
 ſiey.or bumayr,;, Indeed 81; Pe ible for-any to 
be Gods Mertyr,who is not firſt his Sawant, none 
of .us wilLſutfer xhe-greate(t things for. a perſon- 
for-whom we.wall not. do, the. eaſt ;.and;'tis ab- 
ſurd Hypocriſie:for a Man..to. pretend; he has left 
all for. God, who. we ee. canner be wooed to leave 
the moſt. deſpicable Jutt.for him. He that: will 
nar Park with the; noiſe pls foud Oathy. ples 
ure of an, jngemperate:{xp,, the applanis of a 
profane Fe#: for God,: wilt;ſurely, muph. leſs. x- 
. poſe his. liberpy, his eſtate, his /ife for him. and 
therefore what hazards ſoeger any Maniran inany 
of, thoſe, he.can,with no juſtice ſet:it upon; Gods 
account, unleſs he can produce ſuch, other-ats 
of obedience, as may witneſs this ro be true)and 

"genuine: , And upon this. trial, I fear Go#"s party 

will appear to have been but ſmall among ys, and 

perhaps the K.ng's ngt much greater;.it being not 
very. probable.that choſe ſhould have.any great - 
ſenſe of duty. to. him, that had none to-God;. or 
that thoſe ſhould religiouſly revere' oe :Com- 
mandment,who:deſpiſed-the other nine. But we 
| need _not the help of inference and-probabjility a 
E O this 
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this' matter; the mutinous and infolent'behaviour 


of 'maniy* who' -profeſt oyalty, did" too 'clearly 
evince it: 'And As 1t--19- faid. 


turd after Adonijuh,; though he 'turn'd not after 


ſalom,"+-Kings2. 28; nd forhe' of iours hat 
ns-of their owt," even While 


6 

title Privite rebejl 
4 the 'more*publick.”! Flove not'to 

paſs ctnfitres 6n Mens thoughts, : yet:Tdoubt ſome 

would-be tooconſtions to confare-me; if I ſhould 

fiythere wantedinor:rhioſe,” whb owettheir 2ea/ 

to-theit" SM and Aie-hor' {>\nitich*ſove thoſe 


tay perhaps' deſerve enquiry "whether 
'pretend®'of holinef# their Adverſaries 


of: Foabd; that he - 


>ibugh for as hated thoſe-rheyfought ug ainft.. 


Hat Lotiahi, did-not' moreavert-forne'of -bur'L7- | 


bertines From 't them, "than" all «cheir -rea/ crimes : 
They perhaps ſo'far miſtook therh;- asto-ſuſp A 
they. tight 'be-inearneſt, when they profeſt t 

" Hevance' the" power 'of Godlemefs, and ar'that: wok 
an*-Ald#»9, and ſuch Men (if ſuch" there were) 
<ofifended*hor 'for the" Liberty of their Country, 
but-their Ly#s; 'and could with-no juſtice, ex- 


peR*either/a/ reputation, or ſucceſs from that | 
cauſe which they at once helpr to defame and de-, 
feat: ' Tam oth to go farther, and ſuſpeQ that 


WR the yen ſort were inſpir'd more 
the” Spirit of oppoſition than Pzety; yet T con- 
hs "tis Hard to CR that farmiſe ite *tis 
_ eonlider'd that our Li#urgie never had'its due ve- 
. eration, but when' the Direory was ſet -up 
againk it Indeed he'that ſhall remember how 
our” ads Oratories were then-'throng'd and 
crouded ; 
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Chap:8 concerning Almighty God, 8; 199 
crouded; aniſhall now compare it with our em- 
ty Churches, will be tempted to think our devori- 
oz was of that ſort, 'which.is excited by :nterait?,. 
and: deadned'by-invitatians; a perverſe kind of 
Zeal, -kindled: oaly. by Antiperiſtaſis or collifion ; - 
none of that pure flame which deſtends from Hea- 
ven. And then;as our: Savw0xr in'another caſe 
ſays, 1 the light that is. in. thee: be' darkneſs, how 
greet # that darkneff? Matth. 6. If this fairer and 
more ſpecious-part of us were: thus reproveable, 
how obnoxious were the other ? And if our Ear-. 
neſtneſs in a righteous. cauſe, by its .Siniſter. mo- 
tives or; adherencies: be unable to. juſtifie it ſelf, 
how ſhall-it bear that. heavier _ we laid on it, 
and plead-for:ourother Guilts.. . _ . 


” 


:::T-H I'S-1s:the true, though not full account 


» 
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of our behaviour under Gods-diſcipline,] thus did 


| we-fructifie upon: his pruning+us; brought forth 


indeed nothing but -degenerom: fruit. The -h9- 
iy Writ:leaves it as a brand of moſt.inveterate 
Impiety upon' Ahaz,: that in. the time of his di- 
ſtreſs he ſinn'd yet more again## the Lord; 2 Chron. 
28..22; and+ſure we have too juſt: title: to the . 
fame Charater of infamy ; thoſe ſufferings 
4 our {ins, ſerv'd but 
to encreaſe them, and like the. 1/7ae/:ztes 1n the 
Brick-kilxs, they multiplied the more for their 


' oppreſſion; we 'debaucht even our Executio- 


zers, and; made every new calamity ſupply us 
with ſome new vice. And now when Gods rod 
was thus deſpis'd,, we.were in all reaſon to ex- - 
pect: he ſhould draw his /word, revenge our re- 
2: O 2 ſiſtance 


200 Miſchiefs ariſmg from Miſtakes Chap.s. 
ſiſtance: of his methods, by ſomewhat we could 
not reſiſt, make our P/agues as obſtinate"as- our 
ſelves, and: involve us inihopelets'inevitable- ruine:; 
This certain fearfub looking 'for of Fudgment; Heb; 
10427..,was all we had eft our felves, of all the 
rich patrimony we were 09s of; andour 
preſent miſery  ſeem'd impoſſible to expire any 
way butby dying into-greater. i. + #4 
- BUT as great artificers areus'd to magnifie 
their. Art;by chuſing the-moſt unlikely materials; 
ſo did it-pleaſe Godin this total-indiſpoſedneſs-of 
ours, when we- were:ſ0.,unapt*ſubjeQs 'to' illus 
ſtrate his mercy, and: as if he defign'd this »etio: 
ual deliverance ſhould (in| its proportion): be-the 
Tranſcript of our more «niverſuli: Redemption, he 
viſited us. not only; in this ftate ofimiſery, buten- 
mity ; when we-had-ſet ourſelves in-defiance of 
| his judements, he'laid as it were:am Ambuſh of 
. mercy or us,and ſurpriz'd us with ſafety :+ byſuctr 
undiſcernable ways retarn'd the captivity of our 
Sion, that we were indeed deliver'd' like them that 
dream, Pſal. x26. 1. gave us a-vifory without a 
nat; without the-intervention of: garments: rolled 
in bloud, Eſay9. 5. inveſted us 1n our Triumphant 
robes, and in a word, made us inſenſibhy-to glide 
into our long forgotten proſperity. | Fe 
- AND now who can imagine, but this mira+ 
culous Mutation: without us, - mult alſo' work a 
Changewithin us? Indeed they muſt have a ver 
ill opinion of humane-nature,..that- can think 1t 
poſſible it ſhould have. perverſenefs enough to re- 
fiſt ſuch endearments; ſuch kindly Heat __ 
| ; needs 


hs 
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needs be ſuppos'd to melt us; 'and if before our 
Pride diſdain'd to be compelPd, yet even that ſftub- 
| bornneſt part-of. us cannot object againſt the be- 
ing courted.into amendment.” So that when God 
has thus yielded:to our terms, left us not ſo much 
as a Puxc#ilioin our way to Picty, *tis but a rea- 
ſonable-expeQtation we ſhould embrace it with as 
pu an Earneſtneſs, as it was formerly. rejedFed 


' AND would God we could. fay we did ſo; 
but alas, we ſtill affe& prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defeating Gods deſigns, and as if 
weaſpired to vye Miracles. with him, have made 
our. returns as: unparalle'Fd as his werczes; ſo thar 
the ſumm of: our account is this*®No Nation was 
ever: more: {ignaliz'd by Gods goodneff, or its own 
perverſeneſs, '1t-being hard to determine in which 
of thoſe reſpetts it-is moſt eminent, That this is 
in the general perfealy true, there are too. man 
particulars'teady-to teftifie,: indeed a whole cloud 
of Witneſſes do concur to the proving thecharge. 
' T ſhall not undertake to examine al, yet /ome of 
ary principal it will not be amiſs to take notice 
of. | 
BEFORE weenquire into the «ſe we have 

made of Gods Mercies, let us a little conſider 
what our /exſe of them 4s 3 and ſure of all the ix- 
terrogatories. we. can put to our ſelves, this ap- 
pears the eaſie/t,' the moſt gentle favourable Teſt, 
that even our own partialities could eleCt for us ; 
it being-ſo natural to Men in miſery to value a re- 
{cue, and. celebrate their deliverers, that the 

: TY con- 
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contrary would :be*the only; wonder ; we ſee 

ever. the'Fews, who were none of the moſt mal- 

Teable | people, yet" deliverances made; impreffi- 
.ons'6n them; ſet them-to their- devout proceſſions 
and ſolemy hymys in praiſe of God: ' nay, ſuch a 
piece of 'native Religion" is this, that the Hea- 
thens exemplifie-it*to-us. The:Ph:/:tines when 
they had taken Sampſon, magnified' their Dagon, 
as having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of 
their-coumtry into their hands," Fudg. 16.24. SO 
upon 'the victory over Saul, 1 Sam/31. 9.) they 
ſent round about to publiſh it in the houſe of their 
Jaols, : And in all ſtories we” find, the. Heather 
Alters were never ſo loaden with-Sacrifices, "as 
upon {ſuch occaſions :. And the Goſpel tells us; 
that thoſe on whom Chriſt beftowed miraculous 
cures, were fo tranſported with them, that their 
gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, and made 
them notwithſtanding his prohibition, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them :*But I fearif 
werefle& upon our ſelves, we ſhall not be able to 
match\any of theſe inſtances.  ?Tis'true our late 
charge was entertain'd witha Joy profuſe enough, 
but not enough religiows, We ſaw that great 
things were done for us, and thereof we rejoy- 
ced ; but we did: not ſo much conſider thar the. 
Lord had done them, P/al-r24. and fo were rather 
affeted with the rarity and profit«blenefi, than the 
mercy and kindneff of the Diſpenſation:and though 
the care of our Governours have provided for the 
religious part alſo, aſſign'd days of Purim for the 
perpetual commemoration of our deliverance 
yet 
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yetour light. obſervance of them does roo ſully 


_ evince our Joy was merely ſecular; and-ſurely he 


that obſerv'd-the numerous and ldud acclamations 
in the ffreets, and the few faint Hallelujahy in the 
Temple, muſt needs ſay. they were very diſpropor- 
tionate, and. that how much, ſoever the moſt of 
us.rejoyc'd,. it was.not-in the Lord: and then we 
are. not. to wonder that it was {otranſient; ſince 
it. was merely earthly, it muſt needs partake of 
the fadingneſs of its original: whereas had we 
deriv'd it-higher, it would have been /ating and 
durable; it could not ſo ſuddenly have expir'd, 
had we fetcht it from -him, 7» whoſe preſence is 
fulneſi of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
for evermare.., But alas, our tranſports were ſuch 
as. exhauſted; themſelves in their own noife, . we 
expreſt our pl oy in Boxfires, and it vapour'd away 
in. the /moke_ ; | there wanted that mixture of 
Piety which ſhould have fix'd that volatile Paſſe- 
os, and we.who at firſt were much more glad 
than thankful, within a very.ſhorttime ceaſed to 
be either. | 

_AND then as v/o/ext Heats when: once ex- 

ir'd, are. ſucceeded by the extreme#. Cold : fo 
ek it fared with us; we fell from our Ecſtaſtes 
not to.the mean, but the contrary extreme ; our | 
vaſt complacencies at their parting, carried with 
them. even ordinary -contentation, and-: left us 
not only joyleſs, but impatient. It was indeed 
matter of equal-ſhame and wonder, to ſee a ſcene 


+ ſo ſuddenly chang'd, wherein as in many other 


inſtances, we ſeem'd, to haye tranſcrib'd the co- 
| O 4 py 
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py of the murinous Ifraelites, whom we fin d ""_ 


the very ſame Ghapter,'Exod. 1 5; triumphing and 
repining; and no ſooner were the Timbrels our 


_ of their #a»4s, bur Complaints''were -in*their 


mouths, verſ: 24. What fball we drink? And in the 


beginning of the next, 'with the fame querulous 
mportunity they require*meat. But not to wrong 
then in the compariſon, their Murmurs had ſome 
extennating circumſtances which ours haye riot; 
they 'lookt indeed with ſome” appetite" upon 
. Zeypr, and made ſome propoſals of Rettirn, bur 
it was while they ſuffer'd the hardfhips of the 
wilderneff; they preferr'd a repleted* ſlavery, be: 
fore 'a hungry freedom ; but even they 'were nor 
ſo frantick'm'their mtinies, as'to make any ſuch 
offer: in Caz4az, or have any Emulation” to the 
Gzrlick and Onrons,” amidſt the affluence of Mz 
and” Honey : No, 'tis we Alone that have the'un- 
happy Skill of reconciling the fins'of Canarn, and 
the Vitdernef; murmur as much under our Vines 
and Fg-rrees; as'at Rephidim, or Marah, and-make 
all the out-cries of wat and Slavery, whileſt we 
wallow in rhe'utmoſt luxury of plexty and free- 
dom, T need not here ſpecifie the- particulars of 
our Mormurings, this diſcourſe being not like- 
ly to find many whoſe innocence will need that 
informarion, this »4lig nant humor having ſpread 
. fo, that®ris now become almoſt a ſcandalous (be- 
cauſe a ſingular)" thing'to be contented. And 
certainly a confideringForeigner,that ſhould come 
among. us;could hot but be aftoniſhd to ſee a Na- 
tion ſo full of all thoſe things which uſe-to create 
'f FL” tem- 
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tehaporal ſatisfaQtions, and yet to find nobody 
in it ſatisfied ;- to:ſee {o many: parties among! 
and none proſperous: ' 'Fhis 1s 'fuch a' riddle as 
would tempt a Man'.to ſaſpe& his /ex/es,. and 
think we had all this while bur.dreamt of a refts- 
yation: been- under" the deluſion} the: Propher de- 
ſcribes of the hungry and. thirfty:man, | that at this 
waking finds he is empty, and his foul bath appetite, 
Eſay 29.'8. *Tis aſad, :butxjfible-truth, thatall 
that God has dorie' for us,\ /hath'been-ſo far: from 
filling our 'defires; ' that it has only ſerv d to en- 
large: them: for I appeal to any of: our loudeſt 
mutineers, whether if ſome-years-ſince the'pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs had been repreſented to them; - 
dreſt: irithe worſt circumſtances:they now:-comi- 
plain-of, they would not then: have thought 1t 
extremely amiable, worth Razhels prize of ſeven 
years more hardſhip ;\ nay, whether they would 
not willingly have made ſomeabatements, relin- 
—_ part of what they now enjoy,-'to have thad 
he reſt ſecur'd ? And: when God: has granted-1s 
alt-we thezx askt, ſhall we murmur becauſe. we 
could ow perhaps ask ſomething more ; and-like 
ingrate Debtors; pick- a quarrel to'evade pay- 
ment? Was-it'\not enough that he engag'd his 
Omnipotence for us, but muſt his Onens/eJence al- 
ſd be preſt upon the ſame: ſervice? and provide 


| all he could foreſee: we could wiſh ? Alas, do 


we think we have the ſame hank upon Gad, that 
ſome Gallants have on their truſting Merchants, 
thar upon peril: of loſing all former ſcores; he 
muſt ſtill go: on to ſupply us ? Shall we — 

oy oe thing 
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ching cir for oblivion bur our obligations? , And 
in;this-perverſe ſence tranſcribe: $. Paul, Phil. 3, 


72 - forgetting: thoſe things which are behind,-.reach 


forward to\the' things that are before : this indeed 
too-fully- fpeaks' us the off-fpring of our firſt Pa- 
rents3:.we can find:noguſtinall the fruits of. Pe- 
radiſe, if any-onebe denied vs ;. and ſtill look; not 
of 'what we have;\ but what we wart ;. and as.it 
isobſervid of : the greedier ſort of creatures, that 


/ 


on-of 'another ; | So as; it with us, we: devour, but 
doinot exjoy our; Bleſſings; and to require him to 
fatisfie us, 1s'toaſſhgn him the Poers Hell,..ſet him 
with Belus: daughters to- the task of filling a 


fleve with water,- or rolling $y/iphns's. ſtone ;/ our 


growing appetites {till keeping us. empty: and 
Stleſs ami all endeavours > make gt we 
wiſe; ſo that whereas God uſes:to commit his 
favours to Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expeQa- 
tion of an:herve#, ſome fruits of gratitude. and 
obedience ; -theyſeemwith us rather to be flung 
into-a' Gu/ph;'whoſe property is only to ſwallow, 
never:to fradtifie, :: - | | F-26y/3 
vTKNOW mens Mznds are {o poſſeſt with 
their diſcontents,-our daily-mutinous blaſts have 
puft up and ſwelled our grievances to ſuch. vaſt- 
neſs; that he muſt expett to be very impatient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempr- to repreſent them 
in'a lefſer fize;; 'yet' ſure 'twere not impoſlible 
even upon a dire&-view, todemonſtrate them ve- 
ry Lght and moderate : but upon a-comparative, 

ericQly trivial and inconfiderable ; and 'tis 2 


little | 


they! reliſh not onebit for the vehement expeQati- | 
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 lietle ſtrange, -that-we who bare our /ate [uffering 
eftate with ſo much Impatience, ſhould: nor have 
impreſſions-enough left in-our memory, to cqn- 
front to all'our-preſent regrers. Do we not quiet- 
ly now poſſeſs, the fruits of .our own, or our Pro- 
genitors inddſtry, without danger of any Seque- 
{tration, but what our own Luxuries -inflict? 
Are not our 'Per/oxs at freedom; deliver'd from 
that kind: word, and: unkind- thing, 'S E-C-U- 
RING? Sothat when weriſe in the Morning, 
weineed not fear our next lodging ſhall be in the 
Goal or dungeon ; nor when we fit down to our 
- Meal, ſuſpect the intruſion! of armd unimvited- 
Guefts,. who ere whiles,, we know, were- wont to 
ſurpriſe us, as the Plague did the 1/rae/ites, even 
while the meat was yet in our mouths; are not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, ſo that - 
no Man is in danger that will but keep himſelf 
within thoſe Boexdaries'; nor! need fear-to be 
mockrt into his-grave-by ſhews and Pageantries'of 
Fuſtice ? And: befides theſe real-eſcapes from ſle- 
very, are we not reſcued from the moſt imbitter- * 
ing circumſtance of it, the having ſervants rule 
over us? A thing which rendred our ſubjeQtion as 
mean and ſervile, 'as it was ſharp and preſſing, 
and: which we were then ſo ſenſible of, that 
it never miſtto- bring up the rear of our Com- / 
plaints. Laſtly, if we refle& upon our higlier - 
ſpiritual concerns, ares we- not freed from thoſe 
boifterous robuſt zemprations, which with-the vio- 
lence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 


aſaulted'our coftancy, and left no mean between 
Wet Martyr- 
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Martyrdom-and Apoſtaſie? Are we not-alſo. re- 
ſtordtoall thoſe ſpiritual advantages which we 
once profeſt ſo-much to value ? That well of life 
now/ lies: open' before -us, after which we once 
panted like the Herr after the water-ſrings ; our 
* ancientworſhipis reviv'd; and wants only our at- 
tendance to make it ſolemn ; :whereas the abomi. 
nation of' Deſolation ſtood in the holy place, our 
—_ were-turned:to ſin; needed,but were: de- 
died the Litwrzic'to: pray againit them, . or atone 
their/gailts. - We have no longer foes given: us 
for bread, nor experiment that ſad riddle, of: being 
at- onee cloyed and: ſtarved ; amidſt 'exceſs. of 
preaching ſuffering a Famine of the Word... And 
- now are all theſe worth: no regard ? If they are 
not, why did we'exclaim ſo loudly when we wan- 
ted them ? If they are; why are we ſtill asqueru- 
lous now we have them ? ?Tis'fure, theſe include 
all our great and ſubſtantial intereſts as Men, ; and _ 
Chriſtians,: and thoſe being provided for, *tis.not 
eaſily imaginable what others we ſhould have im- 
portant 'enough/to make 'us querulous, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Paſſion and Humour. . One mans am- 
bition perhaps wants a ſatisfaQtion, another mans 
 evarice, a thirds ſpleen'; and: this diſcord makes: 
up the very unmuſfical Harmony of our zwurmurs. 
If we-ſee but a Mordecai in; the King's: Gate 
whom we wiſh removed, we can like Hamas find 
no'guſt in any thing we enjoy. : If we ſee ſome, 
who'we' think have born leſs-of the burden and 
heat' of the day, rewarded equally or: perhaps 
above our felves, we are ſure to make-out the os 
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rable; 'by murmuring-at the good Matt of the 


'houſe :' Or if Nizeveh be ſpar'd, if all be not'exe- 


cuted to whom 'we have dencinec'd deſtruction, 


| welikeJonhbſit down in afullen diſcontent, and 


grow. weaty of our lives, becauſe others are per- 
mitted toenjoy thejrs. To theſe and other heads 


of the like. nature, *tis apparent our grievances 
- may be reduced; arid then if the \balance'be-put 


into any difpaſſionate-hand, *tisſure they can'ne- 
ver become a-counterpoizeto the other real bene- 
fits'we enjoy, but will. in the Prophets phraſeiap! 
pear 7ighter than vanity and nothing,” OS 
BUT I ſuppoſe foch"wilh ſay, *tis not only 


preſent uneaſineiſes of which they are impatient; 


but 'the poſſibility 'of future;' a fear of relapſing 
into our-former eſtate by the'ill-managery of our 
preſent: To theſe T'ſhall anſwer; that admir'it - 
were ſo, yet ſure *twill be'ris wiſdom to-antici- | 
pate our miſeries, to foreſtal' diſcontents, *and 


 make'foreſight as painful as aftualſuffering, If 


other forbidden -inftances we: ehule to enjoy the 
preſent, and: with an' Epicurean Indiflerency cry, 
Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die, ' 1'Cor.x 5. 
32, How is it-that-we here' become fo unlucki- 
Iy ſagacious,unleſs itbe that murmuring'is a Ser 

uality. we account equivalent,” nay ſuperior'to all 
rational ſatisfaQtions ;- and therefore that we may 


| have no- intermifſion of that delight, ſuborrour 


phancies to find oecaſions, and'fetecl-in from the 
future thoſe ſupplies which the preſent affords 
not : But beſides: this, I ſhould 'in the ſecond 
place ask theſe great Diviners; why they do ou 

alſo 


#10 Miſchief ariſing from Miſtakes Chap.s. 
alſo foreſee, that this very mutinous temper.'of 
theirs is ary _p Nee = nSllible. means of 
bringing thoſe , »v/chzefs. they - pretend to fear.; 
that it 15.10, is moſt evadent,. and fowell obſery'd 
by our Adver/ſaries, that there is little doubr,.they 
have notonly: pleaſure, but deſigns upon it ; and 


t0:that purpoſe;.have. their Exgi»s on. work to 
blow up the hor Spirits. among us, .in expeQation 
from thence to.rajiea flame..- So blind 'a thing is 
Paſſion, that it Inarries 0n-to the things which in 


their iflue we moſt abhor 5; makes'us our Enemies | 


drudpes, and the forgers of our owaſhackles; and 


——— —_— - ——— 


whilſt-we-cry out of petty Indulgencies, weiour . 


ſelves. give then. in the 
them, 10; parcels; This is a miſerable infatuation, 
and while-we-aQ: thus unreaſonably, we are ſure 
no; competent declaimers againſt ill managery. 
But, beſides this;natural effect of, our murmurs, 
we arealſo to:remember that there is a: Divine 
vengeance attending it : when bounties and largeſ- 
{es are quarrelPd'at, we neceſſitate God to ano- 


ther Method, = indeed, not only-his vengeance, 


but.even his-4:naneff ſeems: to\ſfuggeſt it; when 
. he ſees our conſtitutions ſuch, -that his gentle ap- 
plications work contrary effeQs, *tis-very appolite 
for himitotry whether the Az#iperiftsſis will ope- 
rate onthe other {ide ; if we ſmart thus under -/c- 


nitives, *tis but fit to eſſay, if corroſves will eaſe 


us; and the'only remaining experiment for the 
making us happy.1s to make us mſerable. 


BU T would' God we might yet prevent the 


need of ſuch unkindly expedzents, and by a ſober 


eſtimate, 


p, What we grudge 
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eftinate, and' thankful ſenſe of- what we have, 
provide to conſerve 'it: '\not faſtidiouſly del iſe 
great and eminent bleſſings, becauſe perhaps they 
come not home to every part of our wiſbes. Alas, 
thoſe plenary ſatisfations agree /not with the na- 
ture of Earthly'things: *Tis-an obſervation: long 
ſince” rais'd from the' Globular and Triangular 
form'of the World'and our Hearts, that 'tis'im- 
poſſible the one' ſhould be filled/with the other, 


« 


there will fill be ſome angles; fome' vacuities 


left'; our' very* acceſſions create new warts; 'and 
like an unſound limb, the healing'of* oze Sore is 
the breaking out of anorher.”' Every thing unde? 
the" Mooz partakes of her viciitudes, 'augments - 
and decreaſes. only with: this difference,” that 
though their wezes be to as low'a'degree as hers, 
they never are /perfeQly at che fab.” There 'never ' 
was, nor never will be. a State here completely 
Bappy - And as the Philoſopher handſomely” re- 
proacht the impatience of the Perſian King for the 
death of his Wife,” by undertaking to revive her, 
if-he-could help him but to the'names of rhree 


Men, 'that had-never griev'd, to write upon her 


Tomb; ſo ſurely we may make the like' offer 'to 
our mulecontents, and engage to redeem all their 
uneaſineſſes, if they. can point'us out '(I ſay not 
three, but) one age wherein there were no 'com- 
plaints, What then are our clamorous Repinings, 

ut{o many loud imvedtives againſt Gods detree ; 
a Deſire to ſubvert his fundamental Law,and con- 
found'the diſtin#ion he has' irreverſibly fer 'be- 


tween our Eerthly and our Heavenly ſtate ? And 


alas, 


ORG. Chand, 


What. mad-ioſolence is this; to. expect that 
Newt whole Oe of the = mult mee. hy d 
7 to ro umn us? That God muſt replant us 
TE up, every, one of the. Briars an 


Qur,p ecurſe? Nay,brin 
Fo Rig 5 21S 10 undifiurty 


ed ſimply conſi- 
l/ & | more. {o, 
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'multitide of Recyſ#vrs: ſhould we Tin upori a far 
differing iccount from that of Conſtiewre? ' Some 


we' ſhould ſee ſtretching: themſelves "upon their 


beds; kebping a Sabbath indeed, but to'their Jlorb, 
notitheiriGod; ' ocher3/perhaps we maytHind rougy 
fronthels Couckes;"wponi the fiirtimonsmor of 
'Religio#Viie vanity'; 'forhe' new*Barttiefit"isito be 
fitted; Jome exotic dreſs) eſſayed; 4h they who 
grutfe one urto the Preachers pts, can pend 


| anxafitheir own; where they-ate-To'taken up 


xwith>thew74o/etries t6 theraſetves, ''that' they” 


_ think*bf 170+ other! worſhip ; nay/'as'the world 


pes, twere well this were 'the' Worfttdiverſion, 
tharDinc did not keep from -Chareh; thar'the; 
mightiwtheinteritm*defile thoſe-leſſer Temp 
of! G6d-'they carry above them, *arid cut thert- 
ſelves'6ff from the:Commiunion vfCh#fs body, to 
makexheniſelves: members of us Hitlor': or this 
others3&elnot Bacchnis his\Votaries when (rhe 
ſhontdbeGz4s, ſpertdthit time irs their frantic 
Tevels; uridifing a Dithyrambict inftead of Te De- 
wn, "A 5forthe' Marnpmſt;/if he keep any holy 
day\'"tt5:like the 1/42/ires to his" Gods" of Gold, 
Het! p with veneration'on 
his Idoliz'd CE NE thoſe'bags he 
daresnor uſe, oripertiaps with'a more aQtive Zeal 
purſuing the means/of-eficreaſing-them./ Thus 
alas;\ may we g0'frotfifoiie to: another, -and as it 
was iti'Ezekiefs 'vifion;" fee ſtill greater 'abomi- 
nations,” Fzeþ.8: "And certainly that All-ſeeing 
Eye, ' which difcerns” what - multitudes: do thus 
buſie themſelves, at'the times even of his w___ | 
_ + - . elit. 


-— ene - 


2x6 Miſes arifing from Miſtakes Chaps. | 


| eſt worſhip, ;cannot but adjudge-us moſt,profane 
-deſpiſers of his/mercy in reſtoring -it : Yet would 


to God 'twere; only the «kſext- upon whom: that 
fentencewould! fall ; ; bat. alas, the behaviourof 
many inthe Church: does too. loudly teftifie how 
little of devatign bringachem thither, andiathow 
gnean a; rate ;they value. all that is done. there : 
[Thoſe Eyes,which there ſhould wait.on,,God,: as 
 ithoſe of; 4 Servant. on. the, hands of 4, Maſter, 
Bal. 123. .2.:are rolling about to fecch in. all the 
vanities and. temptations which cag.39ecur. to 


:them, and :look-.cvery; iway, but! tavards Heaven. 
_Our, Tongnes, which ſhoul ' be toucht with'a Coal 


from the Altar, i devoted wholly to Hymgts and 
-Prayers, are.;buſied . in.,'/private- Colloguies, with 
thoſe about; us:- Buſineſs, . News, -nay,' all the 
impertinent: chat of our, moſt vacant; hours, is 
then taken up to entertain. us ; ſo that, he who 
would know. the-ralk. of the Town or .neighbour- 
Hood, | need: go.neither to! Exchange nor, Market, 
the Charch will ascertainly-ſupply him.;. And this 
ill employmentof our: Toxgscz, engages the like 
ofour Ears, which wheatt ould e bearken- 
ing what.the Lord God:will fay concerning us, 
are liſtening to thoſe vain di/cour/es we: hold with 
one another ; from all which outward indeceacies 
we may/-too ſurely colle& the. inward/irreverence 
of our heart.'. Andis it-paſſible that. this-ſhould 
now be the Temper of zhoſe;; who not long ſince 
ſeem'd to bewail their exc/#ffox from thoſe -lacred 

Aſſemblies ? Did we long for. *hew as David for the = 

waters of Bethlehem, when,,they appear'd ungtrains | 
7 TR able, 


Chap. concerning Almighty God, 8c. - 217 
able, and when they. are brought to'us, refuſe:to 


_. taſte them, pour them out-not as he did in dewo- 


7i0x, but in contempt-?*Tis true indeed, in fem- 
poral 'Delights' poſſeſſion uſually proves a nauſeat* 
ing thing, and takes-off our appetite; but it uſes 
not tobe ſo'in fpiritual; whoſe peculiar property 
It is, 'not- to fatiate; but excite by fruition : But 
alas, though the Things we converſe with are 
ſpiritual,” our Hearts are carnal, and that is the 
cauſe why inſtead of crying out with the P/a/miff, 
When ſhall I come to appear in the preſence of God, 
Pſal. 42. We, like Hoſe in Malachy, . Chap. . 
x 3. Snuff at his ſervice, and ſay, What a wearinef 
# it? :A'wearineſs indeed it appears in the literal 
ſence with:many, who ſleep at it as men over-la- 
bour'd;' and ſcarce take ſo ſound repoſe in their - 
own houſes as in Gods; indeed ſuchis the variety 
of rude behaviour that is there us'd,” that ſhould 
an «believer come into''our Aſſemblies, he muſt 
ſurely,” (as S. 'Panl Tuppoſes in' another caſe, 
1 Cor.'\14. 23.) ſay, we'are mad; © to ſee ſome 

azing, ſome whiſpering, ſome laughing, others 
{leeping,' and perhaps the far fewer number pray- 
ing, isſuch a edt,” asthe moſt brutiſh Idolaters 


never admftted in their'worſbips; and the way of 


worſhipping Mercsry; "by throwing ſtones, or 
Hereales by curſing 15a ſober-and: decent kind 
of ſervice:compard with this. And now alas, 
when-wilt the. Charch recover its ancient -Title, 
and become the houſe of prayer?* Tis ſure according 
to the:preſent appearance' ittmay have many more 


proper names, that being the leaſt part ofthe bu- 


P 3 ſineſs 


Cree Or oeonroxs 
e18 IMiſahiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chap. 8, 
fineſs done. in it ;'?Tis trye,; there- are fome that 
make it a- Saxnary,. but *tis..only againfithepe-, 
nalties of the.Law, or reproach of arrant At xy, ; 
they. come to.Jave-' their money or theix:credit ; 
others perhaps: ſhun the folitarineſs of :bertg-at 
home, .and-come - not-/ as t9..2 place of: Deworion, 
but Coxcour/e:;; and *tis-to-be doubted, -ſome. viſit 
that place as they do many -others, becauſe they 
have:nothing elſe todo ::;They. want their. week- 
days. diverſion,; and- fo- are, driven thither upon 
mere deſtitution of-. more: grateful: \entertain- 
ments ;; make'it a kind.of; Sunday: play-honfe, ſit 
there as SpeQators or Judges,: to ſee. theicampary 
or cenſure the-Preacher, 'but.never rememberthat 
phcoaleiren haveany other:part to att; 'or-are be- 
eld-by Him,.who will not: always be patient of 


ſych profanation ;, but, will, as. the | 'Seriprere 
ſpeaks, -Repay them to their face, whothw rontemn 
him to his. We know: among. men, every-one 
counts his Houſe his fortreſs; and -an Aﬀeront 
offered him #here,. doubles.the Injury, and is-not 
only a contempr,. but an invaſion; and: ſhall it. not 
be a propoertionable enhanſement- with God alſo, 
thus to defie. him. within 475 own doors, and ap- 
* proach his preſence in..an;:mpious bavery,: the 
more fully toſbew him,how little we regard him ? 
Atthis rate; while we-addreſ$ our ſelves; we may 
asill-mannerd, Gueſts he:;forbid bis houſe: 'Inter- 
rogated by Gad as the Fews were, : 1/a. 1.H/hy doſt 
 #hos. tread -my. Gonrts ?:--A:: total. abandoning: of 
Worſhip being more fairand-ingenuous than fac 
Devotion :. wherein like: the barbarave. ſoutdiers, 
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concerning Almighty God, 8c. © 219 
we bring Chrilt a Sceprer, only to ſmitehim onthe 
head with it; and make a preface of homage, to 
gen ſelves the ſport of the mockery : nay, *tis 
adly to be fear'd, that God may rhruft us outof 
his Houſe, ſbu# his: Doors againſt us,  reſexc his 
Service--and himſelf from our profanation, and 
putus/again' under-the ape, Cor a worſe inter: 
di& than that ) which lately lay upon us.” © 

"HA V ING 'tiow ſeen our ſcandalous Trreye: 


— bn 


P— — —— 
CE TIF 
Chap.s: 
z 


rence towards Gods worſhip-in general, *tis roo 


eafie tomake Application-to the ſeveral parts of 
it; every oneof which muſt neceſſarily partake 


_ ofthecontempt 'which falls'upon the whole; for 


while we bring no thoughts'bur /ere/ar with us 3 
thoſe are equally diſagreeing 'to all the Divine 
offices: *twill be 'needleſs: rherefore to trace our - 
wandrings inecach of thoſe, fince our whole 'be- 
hviour in the Church is one great deviationfrom 
the buſineſs we ſhould'come abour; yet that ſu- 
perſedes not'to _ guilty perſon himſelfrhe 
neceſſity of a'more diſtin& and particular refle- 
Qion.- *'Tis- fare 'at the /aft dreadful Auait, we 
muſt account for every of rhoſe ſpiritual advan- 
tages we. have abus'd;- and alas, what a diſmal 
reckoning will many of us have then'to give vp, 
when'our prayers which we now 'turn into Sin, 
ſhallbe turned into perdition?- And we who Would 
not ſupplicate our God, ſhall in 'vain' invoke the 
mountains: and hills to hide us from the face of the 
Led, wheiithat Word which we now fo faftidi- 
ouſly deſpiſe, that 'it muſt be dreſt<up in the''co- 
lours of humane Rhetorick, to make us at all pa- 

P4 tient 


| 70 Miſebiefs arifng from Miſtakes C 


| dar edged as.our Savioxr fpea 


tient of it,, ang becomes then only; tolerable:to us, | 
TY is fartheſt removed 2/4 bein oy God's: ' 

ljags 
3: he $5 eur Feng poata end 4n that 
Rp inennce Fo x ned; 3 ape. when. our ve- 
| ira gainſt; us,. and the 


Body of = $a —_— we. have in 
excited B Q Fopruciicd't 10 que unwarthy a af 


proaches, « or impious neglett of the- holy | 


, F witneſs inſt us as its murderers = 
ty ſhallb, Xs po ſprinkled as, with. the, bloud 
of; ene ut.zvbrucd 25: with that of augh- 
i :. wl means.of our falvation,. ſhall | 


ak bly y, convert, .and from. the ſavonr of 
iſe com tha unto death, 2 Cor..2. 16. then we 
alltoour amazement find,. how | differing our 


_ eſtimates A, MER.) were. from Gods.;; and-1 bis 
KEE ead the. value, he,, 
hat hen. have wenow to dc 


;Pyt ,uppn: them. | 
but to anticipate 
Pe. and judge our . ſelves that we may nok 
the Lord, To make ,an impartial ac; 
all-cheke our. profanations, and accuſe 
es. befo re; his mercy;/cat, that ſa we may 
t the arraignment at: his ber of Fudgment. 
las O fSrhars ploy enjoyn'd togcknow- 
e their; n.9f very. places where-they 
= them: z let ys make the Church the 
of Four penitence, as we have of our faults; 

x ur qur Frog £rying and gears, deprecate. Qur 
zotiQNN, and b «I .93n exemplary Reve- 
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Ordinances ; we may well preſume ſtark'frozen, in 
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the find Vengeance of theſe ſins; nay, and: againſt 
the ;»termediat alſo : for wearenot to.expectithat 
ſo unkind abuſe-of mercy ſhall be wholly reſpited 


toangther-world, it being ſo exaſperating a crime, 


as muſt in'all probability awake Gods fury, and 
pull down preſent Judgments. - I wiſh the Event 
_o | —_ foon atteſt the reaſonableneſs: of this 
upp $& ont: SO YET, 1 "y; 95: E-2 
+-F-, from (our: ir4tva/ Bleſſings, we now. de- 
ſcend to out temporal, weſhall not appear: much 
better managers of thoſe ;- they _—_ general- 
- employed: to purpoſes, the. moſt difttant from 
ole, for which they were-given. - And-firft for 


'Qur - peace: that great comprehenſive enjoyment, 


upon/which'all others are dependent, and which 
15 to our :62/ Capacities; the ſame that. Health 
is to our z»atzral; the thing by which we. reliſh 
and taſte the reft of -our-camforts, wes may from 
the Song of -Xgchary,; Lake x. learn for-what 'in- 
tent God-beftows:it.: Del/uerance from enemies is 
to no other end, -but' that we: may | ſerve: God 72x 
bolinefi and righteoufnefi all -the days of our life : 
But alas, he that obſerves how we employ our -- 


_ quiet, mult-ſurely ſay-ir ſerves little. 'to-the ad- 


vancement either of Holineſs-or Righteouſneſs : 
For the firſtof-theſe we have already-ſeen, how 
little of -holiveff we ſhew. even in that place 
where nothing elſe ſhould be admitted; and we . 
are not ſo; prepoſterouſly - religious, -to » ſhew 
more in-others. That Pzezy which is fo'cold and 
benumm'd under-the :warm breath of the publick 


our 
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our moreretir'd offices: and: if-it thus faimriand 
fink'in conſort, *tis-furermore liabtero:vhe- Wiſs 
mans Ye ſoli, and utterly dies when weare alone. 
| *Fis trugindeed, theſe! Coſer-rranſattionr-are ims 

. mediately -viſible to/-none ibut©-rhe' /earcher'! of 
hearts; yet in triie Devotion there is:fiich a'Sym: 
_ metry and proportion, that the :Inferences we 
make by analogie may be very irrefragable: nay; 
'tis to be fear'd many-lye open to aiyet clearericon- 
vittion; and may be: proved to have few or none 
ofthoſe: private intercourſes with "Heaven; 'for 
though @ negative be not ſimply evincible;'yet as 
in-civil cafes weproyea man not to.have been at 
rhis time in ſuch a place, by his having aQuatly 
been -in--another.;:;-{o - were the whole Week; 
Month,: . perhaps :Year, of ſome (men exaltly 
traced,: we ſhould find+them: ſo' engroſſed wit 
other arrerſions, that there: will ſcarce be found 
any : Minute for devorron to :interpoſe::'” Mens | 
 workdlyor fleſhly-Concerns ſo .dividetheir rime; 

_ that Godfrom whom *tis all deriv'd; can be af: 
 fordedno tributeoutof it.  ' Yetalas, 'twere well 
if this pravative fort'of -impiery were:all we had 
toanſwer for :' but tis too apparent: we do nor 
only. God,;;but reproach and-violate him: ! 
what el{eare- thoſe bold: and infolent- 6/afphenries 
wherewith we daily affault him, making him the 
mark;at which all our © wild: Paſfions are: ſhot. 
Dowe want any thing either for .qur «/eor de- 
bght?'' Preſently God 1s accuſed, his i/providence 
or his: govazef# queſtioned; and' he :declaim'd 
againſt either as impotent or illiberal- WE = 
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body 'vex. or. diſquiet ub ?* God tuſt*have | his 
ſhareofourdiſpleafure,-his facred name: miſt b; 
profanedyi and!weTount' our fiereeft' 'Revilings' 
men, ifaihvandinfſignificant, -if not inſpired: with 
the | moſt \dyredfu] and: #6r5jd- Oarhi 5 Nay, he 
ſtands obnoxious" toralll the diſplaceneits we: re- 
ceiveevenSrom inanimite- creatures? if a on oo 
a Card:run, amiſs; outireſentments are June 
vented upon: him j;\hevisprofaned\ 2nd” viltfie 

as if he-were:the 'Chat-that rookt'tis of our zo 
zey, becauſe he does ifi6b: ſecure us from thoſe 
loſſes; towhich we waritonly expoſc'our ſelves: 
Nor is it only our eageFand-wifmer-puſts "that 
thus invadei him: 'Our: pleafarter'#vods do the 
very. ſamez-and we 'blaſpheine by way of divers 
tiſernenr;-every impertinene ſtory or inſipid Jeff; 
muſt have:the: khaut:gouſt 'of an Oath to-recom- 
mend it,-aSevery incredible- Natration'lias'to-a# 
zeſt it >| roſy nothirig of thoſe more: ſolemn aft 
deliberate ipevjuries;] Whetein we itpiooſly ſab- 
orn Gods venerable and dreadful nine, "tobe the 
Engine:of ogr-fraud' ahd' malice 2" 2hd/as we 
thought: he would: forfwear as well as'we, bring 
him'to-countenaxce thoſe Criines he* has! yowed ro 
pamiſb. -' Thus do we with a igious 5 impiety” 
containinareeven divinity it 1H," "mike it the” 
ſnk'foralbour puddlev't6- -run my and prot” 
rutethat x#ave, which'a& the P uh pk, & 


great; worderful- and" holy; of alt the- 


poſes, our Paſſions, out Entereſts, or'6 Phantl 
can uggeto '; "FH (33H -B::04 F 
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-T HIS: profenereff is ſo proper a: foundation 
for Arbeifon.. _ we are, not: to- wonder to ſee 
ſo many advange from the one to the other; they 

ſolictle of the reyerence-due to:God,; that at 

* engeary their: /--picry into: argument, and in- 
to be:Gad, whom: they treatſo.unlike 

oy —_— tally this ſcems:to be the grandpiece 


of Lagich, which has diſputed many, ;not only. 


Chriſtian but all; zative Religion. How 
__ ceſsful it has proved among us, is 
t00 apparent:in thoſe. it diſcourſes which 
are every where heard, ,wherein-men! are:arriv'd 
toſucha ouſneſs, that: Devids ttheift was 
2 = Puny,.,who ly ſaid in his Heart, There 


£5.91 God, and perhaps: upon that agcount: ſhall ' 


| by ſome be; adjudged to deſerve the Epithet the 


P/[almift gives him, and he.indeed; thought.a foo/, 
that would not.awn- what would now: a-days ſo 


certaialy denomioate hima H, or jnithe ſolemn 


ſtile, a: Maſter of. Reaſons; And indeed they. will 
atteſt the PEOPerFy's of. the, ile, they, rather go- 


: werning | Re than being gqvern'd by ir;; other- 
wiſe 'two' 1be hard ca dice, how from diffe- 
rent premiſſes; the ſame '5oxcluſion ſhould. be indu- 


ced: and. thoſe, who ig; a late adverſe times 
denied Ga 
now pay th 
and renoun 


elr gratitude alſo-in- theſameimanner, 
as. qrmore) loudly;. ſince his 


ſignal arte of that. 4 feOHs'C his: not __ 
N Hee a 0G —_— «. The. 


owning whereof was the 


in revenge of; cheir ſufferings, ſhould 


truth is, 'cis a little ſtrange how Atbekn could. 


admit ſuch enhanſing acceſſions as we find1 it has; 
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for it -being the ' completion and: higheſt ſep. of 
Ill,; and that: to which all others |do.bue; ſubordi- 
nately tend, one would think, it ſhould from its 
firſt appearance ion:the world, have -been fo ma- 
ture and full grown-a-ſin, -as: could bercapable of 


_ no improvement ; »but; ſo ſubtilly wicked; are 


to. 2.0 w/tra, but: ftillifind ſomethi 


theſelatter days, tha Sr mtr > yon Do 
0244 to 
the /completeſt . fin: therefore+th of thoſe 


_ thatarercally Atheiſts; /0ne capadt -befaidto be 


more-ſothan anothery yet- ſome may be-moreda- 
ringly, and miſchievoufly+ſo.;: and] fare:in that 
reſpe&; our modern {urmount all; former -' They 
weregenerally;on the defenſiverart;!took up the 
#enct asia- buckler againkithe unwelcome invaſions 
and Checks of "Conſcience, and defigned.nothing 
but the more peaceable enjoyment of their luſts'; but 
vow mendo.not only aſe, but love:ig;mmake theme 


; ſelves its avowed; Champions, ſeek" toiwin'it Pro- 


ſelyres; and in ſhort, appear- ſo zealaus for.it, as 
if they. taade.it theitze/ig405 to have ;none. And 
God khows, too. 'many- ſuch: reverſed: kinds. of 
Evangeliſis we.now have, who with.as great de- 
ſign unteach Divinity, -as. the firft; Propugners 
taught it; 'and their. »»mber and boldneſs have ſd 
encreas'd fince the return of our! peate,: that ſure 
thenext Age will have little cauſe;to think Re- 
ligion had any ſhare in the'Reſtoration., Thus have 
we done ourparts to ſuperſede thatgbligation of 
ſerving God in holine(s,:by. leaviag:no God to 
ſerve; - and. after. the| moſt ſignal;atteſtation, of 
his Deity in our reſcue, we do/like thoſe irgrate 

| poe/ons, 
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profont, 'a-hoſcck wſuboeyenhoſe b whom them- 
wereeflabliſtd, 'knd-aty hna"becauſe. he 

oe ner 20-53 was '3 blurs 6 Pit9} 11s Ik 
0TH Þ$>4s the FN adiontitn Wes Have 
fervid:fimg? fiice? our belgp:ideliverid't from: the 
hanbeoborr Born) gar our righre has 


EE proportionable 7: for .if wells into 


all ranks of men; werſhbilfind the | 
Tov foi ef rubvriitbuph all warner 


— wy and reins i 
yeh, i nel ans iEptlenyiet | 


lene of6noTaba0þ0 
"bees 
tf hue x Ep [xyerat dns 


 vixeof altether Injuſticeo? vikrlineb alenEev i 
ehaenrare A Og 
their pta 6g "Praud | 
aces; nd bn = Rill 
meetwirh Sequeſtratork,? The adultorared/vvares 
and ew y3-enede in \ 7 che difreryopro- 
ceedings, fit: evalive trit $I Law; thie various 
and unworthy Thears of Bveditors,” ihe the mean 
and diſhodeſt#varitages whichate wateht im all | 
_ forts of ContralFs;'' are9 ob irreffa able”: | 
hereof. '» Nay, notionly otir" Bifineſs;*2but :our 
very recreemons expoſe "us* to” theſe wv as 
ſome of 6uf bafikrupted'Garmeſters can 205 Aadty 
wicneſs;') whit troops'bf'Harpyes Utterid "thoſe 
_ Ports is evetyiinins fvations *Ti55ftf = 
many ſhoul# yet be £6"Ieafn the '|pradence - 10. 
 avoidfo known #'dangery'/Wherein'a'miaii- FF 
bnce made Ave” and paſſive in the ſaine Rob- 


bd 'anddb&&himſelf defrand his family of thar, 
whereof | 


= BC 


0-8 


'$=S 


MEECEECELCTCOGS LR 


<—_ p4 eoeremning Si Gabe. E. | 


on x 00g es hgiruph 
iormidable, refer: ſubtle, even. 
0 are inde! ulking thoſe. dugs, AE £ 


s experiment, the over-reachn 


ex being the grand Triumphof a. 
* that not only their ,coy 
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enit 00 ts oe the, 
Toontra, hat ther 


tHew Men Bra ED 
9966p. Bieg Yul Rf fotence, 
q] ly its; profeſ] : H 

CT: haves joſe that make. this. obj | 

pute it wth that authority,. which has wt di 


oa this Propartion' deſiring them FR SORers 
t i arg me ſuppare « Eu Clergy is, 

xofts them noching; 19; man having P Parka 

. more,, than what remains of i_ 

Tith is paid. .As,to the. 


"Rey 20 bo walks, . js 

vice of Some did not. give Fiche. Bren 

as pation; -and to.ſuch I cannot.. but. apply; the 
off our $viour, Math. 18. 7. Woe 0. the 
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DRY ES 


mun by whom the offence cometh ; yet certainly*ti *tis 
very incornpetentzro jiſtific the detdiition of ie 

legal rights : for till the Law which 'has ali; wd 
' them; delegate the Forfeitute to'me;'the'g £ 


EnbroTies my 'Paſtot, cannot 'cntitle eto 
Hefty hip: 'Arid' irideed what blame ſoc 

_ isreally Jie toſome;* we tmuſt expef it ſhould ex- 

al} 'if t &'Acctſers were to have the b&- 


A&fir6f thi MUR3! ©d(as in flelate confuſions) 
alf ied ers ſhould Be ade ſcanddloas,” im oder 
6h att 


DOES draw vh a folget =" 


alogue'f hole in offites we daily Eommit;; for 
aa ph dhhas' Vick +6: ies cone ets beldes his 
injur'd if all thoſe © and 'trir: 


| no may 
y the iniquity / rele'da Ys CY corit-- 
menfutate toall the: TJufferi ing caps caries of init 
kind*” WE weig 4 — nk wet 
"differing 'belaiites, and "offer 
winhou an ay regret, "Which we Kbps no' Cpl +. | 
» How 'picely') jealotis' 15" Every one 
ty 4 $ own Re te; ver yer on ioufly 
ProdigaF of orhe mens ?* {6 that Defamariot- 
Fines oe of our main Topics of diſcourſe, furs 
- niſh66 ehtertainmetit to/all cortipaiiies the pres 
ſent owe their Divertiſement to: abſent, and 
many would be'drein'd quite dry; were'it not fot-- 
this reſerve; wh jchlike an unexhauftible- ſj ps 
ſtill fiptics freſh ter of wk; fh og m 
ner carefully do we avert at » huirt'or murtilz- 
tion'of obr own bodzes, and yet' hdw Yarbard 


inconſiderate; are we of others, to whotitwe Joe 
greateſt 
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greateſt out-rages,, rather than.uſe any violence 
to-our paſſion; or reſtrain ad angry Humour: + on- 
Iy-Lconfeſs there/is one Inſtance, wherein though 
we are unjuft, we are not.10 partial; but expoſe 
dur ſelves alſo ;: and:that. is inthe caſe of, Duels : 
2/barbarous:euftom. wherein; /tis hard to define, 
whether the Wiekedneſs or Folly be-greater,;, yer 
it maintaitts its way.in ſpight of all the methods 


: God has us'd to make us better or wiſer : -Of this 


there-are too tmany, 4nd too noted inſtances fince 
our reftoratien; as if we: were 1o enamour'd. of 
deſtruttion; that' when we: are- prevented. of -it- 


from aur. Exemies, we {eek it from oe another ; or, 


thought: pab{ch Peace 10 intolerable, that when 
is.caft upon'us (as ſure ours, if, ever any, maybe 
ſaid;to be):we are-fain to take in privatequarrels; 
as.pur.reſcye; froin. that dull quiet, and eourt'the 
utmoſt 1;/chiefs,: to,avoid the oppreſſion;of the 
greateft bappinef.' ; Thus. perverily do we coun; 
termine Gods-purpoſes of kindneſs; and when he 
has:ſecur'd;us,. folicitouſly ſeek to-be. deliver'd, 
from:our {afery.;-.projet new dazgers, and dare, 
his power with a:yet harder Task, the d:/ib:ring 
ws from our ſelves:' And whillt we thus avert. qur, 
quiet; ?tis. no wonder. that we produce nog better 


_ etfeQts of it;;* nor-fruftifie under that, which we 


will not:-permit our ſelves to enjoy.; - -- 


. 4 Se D591 
_ + AND. ag upon: this general view, ,we aphear,. 


yery\ul managers of. our Peace, ſoſhall we muct; 


more, if we; reflett.. on thoſe. many particular, 


bleflings which-are wrapt up. in that, of which 


WE make fo perverſe'uſe, that we therein no leſs 


violate 
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violate Sobriety, than we havealready:appear'd to 
do-piety and righteonſneſi; fo filling: up the mens + 
fure of -our iniquity by tranſgreſling all the funda- 
mental rules of Chriftianity, '/iviag neither /o- 
berly;-yighteouſly, nor. G = in this preſent world, 
T#.5.12. And of. thoſe advantages whicharethe 
appendages to: Peace, there are two molt emi- 
nent ; Plenty and Liberty, . both of which are:the 
more-remarkable in our preſent: quiet, by how 
much the deprivation of each wasxhe greater.For 

the firſt, we know-rhe /ate rimes-of _— had torn 
from many aniong-us:their whole4ubſiftence,. fo 
efttirely-deſpoil d them that they were reduc'd'to 
Fobs condition and connetted- the: two extreme 
points of Birth and. Death, by a middle ſtate-of 
the like nakedneſs and deſtiturioa-: and to ſuch; 
ar late reſtoration was a kind of Civil reſurretFz- | 
'##; raisd them like E/jſbs's dry bones, fromthe 
'moſthopeleſs ftate, and-byia ſucceſſive poſſeſs: 
61 of their own Tnherst ances,” made; them-beirsto 
themſelves, And though -all-were.not ſo wholly 
_ divelted, yet like" thoſe. Canzauires. whom the 
Jews did notextirpare, they were:put under Tris | 

| Bute :-and while perions who knew ſo well how 
to'exaQt, were Lords Paramount; x'bare being 
was-all could be expeRed ; theyetm'd” rather 
Steyards than-owners of their forrunes, and had 
_ Father the trouble, than advantage-of. thetur Maws- 
_ gg: And-who would not think that this ſo tong 
want-of plenty ſhould have taught us fobriety in 
the-uſing it? That defuerude ſhould have' worn 
out: the Shill of /axury, andave ſhould "_ have 
"S1669 + nown 


| 
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known how. to be riotous.: but alas, our - Memo- 
ries have. been too faithful to us in_this farticu- 
lar ; no one of our vanities is fallen into oblivion, 
but on the contrary the-art of Voluptuoulneſs {> 
improved, as-if all the time that.was loſt from 
the Proiich had been ſpent in the, Theory, and 
eg for fo ” ny years been. Ong. new 
kinds and. deg 3 Ph 3. Indeed It 16, tc 
ſure, ihe of ion, W when we had lo 
the power of rioting ; and. *tis not our rrolpre 
ſeduces us, but we it. For.as the: Sw tho 

lends. its, rays to the begetting of: the. vile . 
ſef#s, yet: makes no ſuch produdion: but uport 
apt matter, fjme and lounge : fo ge 
would the. moſt opulens fortune make us ſenſual, 
did it not find us. dilpos'd and prepar'd for it. 
How: forcible: thoſe propenſions are, appears 


- the multirude.,of ohje#s on which LIN wok; 


For they. had need be: ſtrong Jacli po ens * 
ties of 


take in. all Opportuairies,, nes do 


WHINE. themſelves, 48d- ſuch *tis Deen ours 
Are, £ being nothing ; capable of EOS 
[9 _ which we ule not; to that _ 

Our Meat is po longe appr to our Hun- 
ger but our Taſts: f the Savers is my 
merely. paſhve in the matterof Ea Eating ; ; ſerves. 

ly to xeceixe thoſe loads weebargeit with, whi 


_ ts EleQtions and Choices are foreftalld by. "he 
[of 


palate or. phanyy 5 nay, tis pe pawn 1o.m 

AS. 4; Negatiye. vice, not allowed to r efule what 

3s either r Guaaticy deſtruRive fo it; 

fs. do wigh hed maxtures force our reloSling 
Q2 appE- 
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; evidently attefts it {Elf to every mMans'obſervati- 
- -on, it” ho; longer _ the Thetrey of 'night 


Chap.8.. concerning Almighty God, &c;. 233. 
flow-paced drnukara, that has not finiſht his courſe, 
erhaps begun another, before the Sx has ended. 
is:. nay, 19s the Scene chang'd, that /obrzery is 
become a reproachful thing ; ſuch as. even thoſe. 
who value it dare-not own, and are either driven 
to preſerve-it by ſhifts and artifices, or elſe chyſe. 
to-abandoz. it rather than hazard the ſcandal; And. 
certainly .this-is 'the great advantage this ſin has 
for the propagating it ſelf; for 'tis impoſſible 
Beſtiality; ſhould _ be ſo. univerſally agreeable to 
Mankind, that all ſhould purſue it out of appetzre_ 
and liking :, *tis this Fear that. engages. many in, 
it; and though it hath too many vol/uxtiers, . yet: 
ſure *tis this pref that helps to make up its, 
bers; which as ir ſpeaks the. great baſeneſs, of 
thoſe who. are thus. aſham'd. both of, Piety and 
Humanity, and had rather ceaſe to be ez," than 
appear to be Chriſtians ; id is ita ſad indication of 
National impiety,. a fatal Symptome that we 
have near-fild up the meaſure of our iniquities, 
and are ripened for the woes denounced againſt 
thoſe who call evil good, and good evil, Eſay $.20.. 
which ſure was. never more. palpably done than 
in this inſtance,  wherein- temperance is branded 
for i1 nature, and dulneſs.of humour ; whilſt the 
moſt /wiziſþ exceſs muſt pals for ſociableneff, 
ſriendſbip and hoſpitality ; names which have 
been ſo long ptoſtituted, that they have loſt cheir 
native uſe, and-Men have forgot thoſe very di- 
ſtant things to_which they originally belong'd : 
yet ſure ſuch once there were ; God made us /o- 
czable creatures, and we might ſtill continue fo 
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npon the ſtrength of that firſt principle, and need 
Not owe our #ntercouyſe to our debancheries ; no, 
nor our friendſhips neither, . which have been ſo 
far from being preſerv'd that way, that there is 
nothing more obviouſly, and frequently violates 
them ;. nay, indeed the whole ſpecies of rea/ 
riendſhips ſrems to BE extinQ, fince this f77- 
Hows ſort took place. Men think-it enough (as 
indeed**tis too. much) to damn themſelves with 
their friends, and all other communications are 
tranſmuted irito that of Sin ; for ''we daily fee . 
thoſe, who cleave the moſt infeparably in this 
kind toeach other, will yet neither do, nor ſuffer 
any thing elſe : And ſure if this be friendſhip, tis 
ſuch a reverſt king of it,” as muſt have as prepo- 
ſterods a Defivition; for none that have'yer been 
piven. by Divizes or Philoſophers will fit it, The | 
Fe may be ſaid of hoſþzrality, which flire is in its | 
Proper' nature of a very, diſtant make from this; 
 defign'd to'relieve_ Strangers, not barthex them; 
fo cure their wants indeed, but not by the worſe 
Exchange of a'Surfeit': So that the ancienr and the 
#odery Hoſpitality differ as much as that of Me/- 
chizedect. from that of Circe:: the one refreſhes, 
he other trarisforms : And how great aſhew ſoe- 
ver of liberality this later may have, yet he is not 
to be thought to have: drunk grats, that has paid 
is rea/or fot his ſbot* 
" AND' to both ele PRrts of Intemperance, 
our Unclednneſs bears full propotrion ; the one 


makes proviſion for the" fleſh, and the other fu/fls 
the hut thereof. "To how brutiſh an he 
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this fin is grown is too viſible : we need not trace 
Men into their -privacies and receſſes, themſelyes 


willingly prochim their guilts; nay, dread no- 
thing lo much as the opinion of being innocent: 
ea {0 out-dated a virtwe.is modeſty now become, 


chat even that Sex, to whiclr it was once accoun- 


 tedthe greateſt ornamentghave pur it off, look on 


it as@ piece of Ruſticity, and countrey-breeding : 
whether this pulling down the fexce be an- Indi- 
cation they are willing to lie common, I ſhall-nat 
determine: : but ſure. that very free and conti- 
dent behaviour now in uſe, . is.toq apt to 1nvite - 
aſſaults, and takes off all that Extenuation of 
crime, which was wont to be allowed that Sex, 
upon the ſuppoſition of their being ſeduced? Thus 
do we publiſh our Sin as Sodom, and if we conlſi- 


der how much: boldneſs it has gain'd ſince the 


return.of our proſperity ; 'twill be probable that 
ours ailo has been fomented by fulneff of bread, 
and abundance of Idlenefs, Ez.16.49. That our 
Plenty is very ſubſervient to it, appears by the 
va# expencs wherewith many Men manage this 
vice : And that our Idleneſs is {o too, is no leſs 
evident by the /arge portions of time that are ſpent - 
1a thoſe purſuits, it being, as the great 65, 

ſo the eſpecial buſineſs of too many Mens lives. 
As for the remedy which God has afſign'd, it 
ſerves now only. to exaſperate the diſeaſe, Mats 
riage-with too many on ly advances ſimple for- 
nication to adultery, and ſuperadds perjury. to 
uncleanneſs ; thole * ſacred bands are like 
Sampſons Withs, broken. upan every affault of 
Q 4 | the 
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the Phii;tixes,and the very thought of being con: 
fin'd makes Men more apt to range: For alas, *tis 
not their zeeds but their Phanties they are to'pro- 
vide for, ' and that'is ſo endleſs, that! the greateſt 
liberty of Polyzamy'would never fatisfie it: the 
fame quirrel would lie thenito multiplied Wives, 
which does now to ſingle; I mean,that they were 
their own : And how numerous ſoever their flock 
were,” 'twould not ſecure their poor neighbours 
only Lamb; 'eſpecially when *tis conſider'd, that 
In this they gratifie rwo ſins at once, their vanity 
as well as ther /## ; their complacence in «zder- 
mining the Husband, being generally as great, as 
that in exjoying the Wife.' ' And if Prideabftracts 
edly and 1n its own nature be; as Solomon ſays, ar 
#bontination to the Lord, certainly when *tis thus 
complicated, it muſt be infinitely more ſo, and 
aſcertain a' concurrence of thoſe Fudgments, 
which are ſingly threitned tb each of thoſe Sins ? 
what thoſe are, -I wiſh guilty perſons would- ſeri- 
ouſly ponder, and then they would ſurely think 
their momentany pleaſures much aver-bought. 
But alas, fuch'a faſcinating ſin this 1s, as allows 
Men no. liberty of conſideration, they go on as 
the wiſeiman ſays, «Prov. 7, 22. with the ſame ſtu- 
pidity that an Ox goeth to the ſlaughter: or,a fool to 
the *coxretbion of the rocks ; and while every body 
elſe obſerves the Effects of their Vice in their'wa- 
ted bodies, and ruin'd effates';; themſelves. are the 
4aſtthatdiſcern it, - purfue the. cour/e till the very 
1aft remains of ſtrength 'and wealth are exhault- 
_ £8, andnorthing left them-but azſeafe and gr, 
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Of the*truth of this, there -have been too: many 
{ad.examples,: though it-ſeems;not yet enough, to 
give caution to others, | OS IB 
A N.D to theſe/uſts of the fleſh, weſparenot to 
add thoſe of :the eye alſo; for ſo ſurely we may 
properly-call all thoſe LZaxsries which adapt 
themſelves peculiarly to that Faculty ; ſuch are 
the'gazety of: Apparel, richnef of Furniture, and 
all-the /endor,of ; Equipage, which has no pro- 
priety toany other ſenſe, - but that of ſeeing, and - 
is loſt if it be-not lookt on: And though theſe 
ſeem to differ much'from that Covetouſneff which 
S. John is ſuppoſed to comprehend .in that Phraſe, 
the one being the rexacity,. the other the profuſion 
of Money ;;;yet they are. but ſeveral branches of _ 
the ſame Sin,:,andare diverſified only by a various - 
application to the 0bje : for in ftrit ſpeaking 

he that covets Gold and Silver.to lay on his bet 
15 as Morey covetors, as he that deſigns it on] 


rofill his coffers. But beſides the propriety theſe 


exceſſes have to that title, they have no leſs c 

to that enſuing; The Pride 7 Life; it being evi-- 
dent that they are both effects and Fomenters of 
Pride: and ſbre this ſets but an il] CharaQter up- 

on them, 'that when the Apoſtle has divided all the 
luſts of the world-into three ſorts, theſe bid ſo.fair 
to zmo of them. I would not here be underſtood tg 
condemn-that Decency and moderate Expence 

which: agree to.the ſeveral ranks and quali ies. of 
Perſons, there being not only-a /avfulzefi, but 


{ome kind of civil neceſſity for ſuch Diſtindtions ; 
' nor is the levelling principle firter to be admitted 
COP 7 < . {I Bs in 


if Habit, that ift Title or Eftate : That: which I 


gecuſe 1s quite ariother thing, -it being that inor- 


dinate profuſion, which does not only exceed the 


ability and fortune of the Perſon, but the pro- 


ra of his rank and condition; and fo: con- 
tinds that diſtinQion it ſhould preſerve, and le- 
vels us atv foes / : it being more tolerable 
that all ſhould be Peaſanrs, than all Lords. - And 
this is the irreguldrity that many ſeem to affett, 
there being not oaly'an emulation of pomp and 
very among equals; but thoſe of the moſt di- 

ant pdtnees, there ſeeming: now. no! other 1e- 
fave than the utmoſt exttent off their woxey or cre- 
#; the latter whereof is often fo ſtretcht, that it 
not only cracksit ſelf, but-by an unhappy conta- 
z0n; breaks choſe it deals with, -and like a Gra- 
45 tears Towns in pieces : The many ruin'd Fa- 


mhilies' of Tradeſmen do too ſadly atteſt this: 


would God our G4/azts would confider how un- 


»z, only to maintain the ſuperfleiry of theirs ; an 
FEAR which not only upon a re/ig:oue, but po- 
Mt accoutit deſerves the ſovereſt Reproof, and 
fitice Divine Laws will not reſtrain it, 'twere well 


if | Hbmane were! provided : though I confeſs, 
XFere not ealie to find out ties to deter 


thoſe, whom the wants ſo uſua ly nating theſe 
exceſſes will not diſcourage. This ſort of varit 
was once thought peculiar to women; and thoug 


equal it is, that many ſhould want #eceſſary cloath- 


on 5 4. 
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\ T canfiot fay that the ſexes have exchang'd faulrs, 


ſooſe of each till keeps its own, ' together with 
JOLIE 


of the other)yert 'tis evident they have com: ' 


municated 


mens j with this woful circumſtance that now 


»-- "th ein anon 2 
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rumicated them j arid as the women of this' Age 
' have tranſerib'd Maſtaline Vices, ſd the wee have 


Feminine ; this-patticiilarly; wherein they ſeen 
fully-td anſwet the Copy, they being as Critical 
ly knowing in all the myfteries of vanity, and a$ 
diligetit in reducihg their pecaletions to pretfice, 
as any the rfioft extravagant female. Indeed both 
the one. and the other purſue this folly with fo 
feat ari experice of Care; Time, ahd Money,” as 
if tobe fine and happy were the fame thing, and 
theit SodJes hat bedh defigi'd for their Cloaths, 
rather than their «/5ths for their Bodies.  —- 
A ND. now whett all theſe luxuries are to be 
rv'd; it had need be afi — 
ſhall ſupply them ; and that will unfold tlie riddle, 
ſo frequent atriong us,- of f& nutty' beihg pobrer 
ſince they. recovered their eftares, than when 
they wafited theitt !: Our revenze how large foe- 
ver, is fo clogg'd and incumberd with'our v#- 
zes, that hey moulder awy; atld only ſerve'ts 
carry other Metis with ther, by giving credit'ts 
ryn ih debt. Thers are irideed nio-ſuoh unmerciful 
exators as our own Lufts; the one gleans aſter this 
other, till they indiice ſich aſearcity, as thePro- 
phet He deſeribes;1 .4.Thet whitb ths Palimeravorm 
ah teft, hath the Lora? eaten,” and thit which the 
Lorn#t hath left, hath the Cankerovort® eaten, wid that 
which rhe Canker-worns hath left, hath the Cattrpillap 
eater: So that iti effe&, we have only changed 
our- opprefſots, and are as thuch or more exhauſt. 
ed by our own ſins, as we were before by othet 


_ we 


2490 AMiſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chas, 
we have the guilts as-well as the /ufferings.;-;Ehus. 
do we rob ourſelves, and create want in.the,midf 
of all that abundance God has, given us,- uling,.our.. 
lenty as: the: Berjeamites did>the Levites Concu: 
Pine,” Face. 19. force and proſtitute it, till-we de+ 
- troy it ; and the- fimilitude-holds: in- this-alfo, 
that what we thus violateis not our own;: for.let 
us fancy what we- will, certainly. our. /uperflus; 
#es are more the poors Rightthan ovrs,. aſſign'd to 
them-by God:the grand Proprietor... Sothat-our 
Exceſles have, belides-their proper. gui/t, that: of 
injuſtice ſuperadded ;+ and'when- the cry; of. the 
$49r ſhall be joyned to thoſe of our riots, they will 
cettainly be-too' clamorous, to; let- vengeance any 
longer ileep. oo x001THerf] 
+'T-HIS. 1s+the. account we: can. give of 'our 
plenty, and:that:of our liberty is not muck better; 
%is not long ſince that. arbitrary tyranny. expir'd, 
which gave us no other »ee/ares: of our duties. or | 
puniſhments, than the wil or avarice of the. Impo- 
fers: And then how. did. we-gaſp: to be under 
the condutt and ProteQtion of krown determinate 
Laws? Yet now we have: them, who: conſiders 
them, or is regulated by them ?. Between the /;- 
gentiouſnefs of Inferiors,and the remiſnef of Supe-, | 
riors,” they are-rendred things only of form, \not 
w/e; for while. the. one violates, and the- other. 
connives, -what.can they fignifie? And though 
there be never {o many »ew Laws made to.aſſert | 
the o/4, yet we ſee they ſerve for little but to par- 
jake of the ſame contempt with: the others, and 
ere-bur like the Chimer 4s of an Vropian Stare Rage 
4:8 | | | y 
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. otherwiſe be a vagrents 


— 


concerning Almighty\God;&c. © 4t 


ly cotitriv'd; brig; purpoſe. *Fis the Execu- 
tion of Laws that-gives them-a real and effeQive 
being,” and withour-that, amid{t-our great vo- 
lumes we are yet'deſtitute, and may too probably 
Experiment the truth'of that '4x/o7ze, that *ri ber- 
rer to [ive where nothing ts lawful, than\where all 
rhings are,” Indeed if we remember how the Sra- 
tutes of Omri were kept, with what atameaels 
the ſevereſt Impoſitions of the let Vſurpers were 


ſubmitfed to, we Have reaſonto think; coercios fs 


the ſtreſt Principle of 'v#lgar” thedtence'; though 
withalit ſets but an'illmark upon us, who-know 


fo*much- better chow. to be /fleves; than ſubjetts. 


And as'we are reftor%d to our cio Liberty; foias 
#*Þratich or conſequent of that;' we are t0/ out 

enforal alſo: We' were lately: i the condition 
Chrift foretold' to /-S. Petey, carried by others 
whither we would inot, Foh. 21.18; but now'we 
girdoubſelves and-go whither we will ; ' and Mag; 
what ſe do.many of us 'make of 'this\freedom?" Ts. 


' it not viſible; thar neither our publick or private 


affairs are the better attended ?' Bat on the contra- 


ry we are in a reſtleſs purſuit of®impertinent or - 


© Vicious. paſtimes, go! pilgrimages-to our pleaſures, 


wander about from this ſport, 'that Meeting? to 
another, till many of us forget we-have'any other 
concerns in the world, and ate as muck ftrangers 


' to our own homes, as when 'we.were forcibly 


detain'd thence :' And for fuch'F-know not whe- 
ther the former reſtraint be not"eligible,” to be a 
þ7ifemer being a kindof reſcue t&him; that would 
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were originally. on'd as ſuch; that degenera- 


treme, as that'which-bottoms upon. dand. 


irritated. Love; Gods wercies- are like thoſe! p 


Fnxes, de racy 


of the beholder, carry di 


repentance, "will drive 


 usto deftra#ion. Tam ſure we have all reafonto 
_ expe he ſhould exert his power as emineatly 


againſt us, as he-has done for: us;- unleſs perhaps 
he ſees that is not-necefſary toour ruine; | for -in- 
deed let him but: ftand by and not interpoſe his - 
omnipotence for us, i; he. traſt us to be his Ex- 

ecutioners, our Vices having: anatural as well as 

moral Efficacy to. deſtroy us. - -And who'knows 
whether that be.not the reaſon of his ſeeming con- 
aivence, that he-forbears toſſtrike us, to give 'us 
up to thoſe more fatal waunds'we inflict on our 


- ſelves; this alas; we havetoo much cauſe tofear,. 


for 'tis ſure,tis-not our in»ocence that gives us Im- 
punity, bur *tis. more than probable *tis our excor- 
rigiblenefs ; that God gives us aver with a why 
| ye be ſmitten any more? Will not proftitute 
his: Judgments; but as the baſeſt of "2h «tors 
leave us to the baſeſt of Executioners, and let our 
iquities become our ruine. This as it is the ſe- 
vereſt purpoſs.God can-entertain towards us, fo 
'tis our moſt important concern' $0'avert, - = 
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Fr Shen we, who bajef peryerlly; reliſted all the 
—__ 5 of his {&veg, would now:try todefeat. that 
of: bis axger, rob him of thoſe inteſtine avengers 


withia,'0! 'our.'own:;breaſts,. thoſe: feſbly luſts which 
fight aga ainſt- the Soul; x Pet. 2:40, which do-not - 


only-provoke, hyt:execute his Wrath, and niake 


- us:more milſerable:than Hel it-ſc could do with: 


- out them; and Galknows'tis mofe than time for 
--- = ear ces from fo [arnydable riſchitfs's 
b- ys:not 
caſt 'our ſelves ar-the- feet of 'our d God, 
note mp whore. condemn'd. to diſgraceful 
egutic wa the for Ke beg ha 
FIN) ASA. ang:fevorr ;::10.1tt us-beg, that 
Fr on ſ to:thjak - US: Wor his.own corre 
68, that whatſoever we; ſuffe fuffer from his hand; gh 
rhar we.may nof! (like. to Herod). be-deliver'd up 
10 the loathſome-fortune of beingdeyour'd by:our, 
' own putrefaCtion. .'In 4. word, let, us. form-D«- 
© © ids, choice jnt0' an import nate; preyer;:and-ear- 
| neſtly beg. :that we may /of zntothe hakds of God, 


- We and not into the hands. « men, at leaſt- -NOr of. ONY 


| ſetves, who are more. 5 be dreaded thin all our 
other-Enemic: 


FS ; % $4 2 : j "Rt t- 


-INDEED: ill Wwe: do han, our profferities 
are far from real, and.do0'in 'this juſtifie our moſt; 
mytigous repinings, that, we are-never the bewear 
for them, tay, much the worſe; yet-ſince/ is on-; 
ly we that haveenervated them, they Cl Rang 
upon: our account;-in their proper weight and no 
lue;- When our receipes are ſurmed;up, God will 


E charge wa-wich them; aa a5 thols:Ewpry ofcleſe 


things 


-one' minutes delay leting 
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no ——_— res - 


* Tue ive made themi, hut as thoſe great! and 
dings ge he intended them. And: 'certainly 
deplorable itimanagery,; -t0 reſerve 
to lo omliltes but the; $jrrhew "and arcount 
ur 3/0 gjoymmothing; aroart te = 
AaRere .© Th feeuld mewuſual 
fly with for'thols. Nefwkic 
they have dii foe: the «ſe: 'Bie with 
what diſmal .reluQtances ſhall we come to pay for 
theſe,” of -which: we have. made nd advantage ? 
And muſt therefore pay the dearer becauſe we 
| havenot; it being not 10 to mich the things, as our 
_—y ying of them to our benefit, whereof Got 
xa&t account.” His anger is then only ih- 
 cens'd, when we reſiſt his /ove: and*his only 
quarrel tousis, for fruſtrating his deſign of ma- 
Kings tappy.” And ſire thoſe-well deſerve his 
h, that will provoke-itionfuch terms ; yet ſo 
petverſe isthechorce, asof all finners-in general, 
elpeciallyof this Nation at this time, w o have 
ai-before us which might make us happy in both 
worlds, if wedid not Madly affe& tobe 16:innei- 
ther.” God'grant we may recover the Sobriety ro 
make wiſer eletions, before it be out of our'power 
tomake an and we be found to fRand-to the 
miſchiefs ab own wild Option. 


- -T HE Reader will perhaps think IT have gone 
beyond the limits of a oe digreffion 3. but. 
zouſuef{ of the. Theme, \ muſt be 


t 


the too great'co 
my. excuſe : ſuch over-grown Vices cannot well be 
drawn 1n Y er e; and where there is fuch a multi- 
| tude, the moſt ſuperficial view of Each, is rather - 


propor- 


| 246 
Proper tional. to a difint Trad, thanito. the:the 
Page ith borrowed, 1.'this.;; My: rear er 
45;;t event. may: prove it umpettinent,:.t 
being. riot much hope! chat a privere, whiter ſhall 
be heard by thoſe, -whp.gre deaf tothe dowdeſt calls 
of Heaven, and:hayg:madeino. other: »/e of choſe 
variousand GgaaLBrovidences we have what 
ey than to; efeat; the, Þ01  - : | 
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an Faperſede all farther d 
isthis grand Devourer, that retail-prizes, though 
never ſo frequent, .do rather enrage than {a ike 
his eppetite : He.is Enemy not only to this or that 
' man, but to evkind ingroſs, and Therefore as. if 
he fear'd thateven his-malice mightnot provein- 


de atigable | 


a 
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fore. 24g 4, Chill be 

ianiDifte ;' made 

mms more! numerous Eg fag | 
by multizades, and: : confroriecy of. Pax ne 


anciently; the badge and teſſexa.of Chriſt Com- 
munion,.\{erves us ior nag, hd purpoſe; ye as an 


venaſion ofbreaki 
-$ O long asthe Church retain'd the mplicity 


Chriſtian dgQrine, lookt on her faith as the 
Foundaticn of her obediepce, and endeayour'd to 


_ propagate to her Children fuch an underſtanding 


of the one, as was moſt apt to promote. the other ; ; 
She happily made good the ticle Chrift gives her, 
Cap: 6, of his Love, his Dove, his Vadefp!'d one ; 
but when the Serpent had once got into.this Pa- 


wade, infusd his /»brtilties, and aige intricacies 


R 2 into 


ad "S. "vi" R 
—_ *- enki rb Jn # <a 06 he $4: or ao mm 


THRES7” oz 


into- tens: brains : : and left that Thoold doth 
ruigous © enough, his vevome -ulſ0"2into"*rheir 
wo Then bepan'alfthoſe unhappy: Merkmor- 


Por wa par 
reds Sh Fen %; \le ! 24 ” I 
fy, abdHakt if felfwith the riot coir pn 
ties 0f-wyath* and bittirs - ng nd "thoſe" whoſe . 
ORE was'to-#, dave oud; "triviny 
_ SR, oe purſued * tot ud th tha” 
: Boy in! by. of their Tpeculations'? Thew that | 


paſſive'yalour which h Tendred'them'To vene- 
Able th ther Hearhed Enemies,” wen mg _ 
tired*out others, 'and antid?'d'all;  #adly 
ratedinto'that aQive" malice, ' which: ome oſs p 
rure# Chriſtians, <tititledthem to*that'mo 


file of CBriftizn p erſetutors,”” And that Sud hve) | 
' Which had' Giferea up ſo miny Holocauſts' ro'God; | 


was ſipplanted by that fiery hatred, that made: wo 


fels acceptable ob ations to'Satan, 

_"F HTS" miſerable and” HeftryQive thege was 
ſo much the intereſt of the Enemy'6f* Souls, that 
- wecannot wonder he ſhould 6 Audiouſ promote 
it ; and indeed never did he at once 7 approve 


his malice and ſabtilty, T would T could nor fay 
ſucceſs alfo, as ih this deſign; in compariſon 


whereof, all his other Projects ſpeak him but a 


Puny'; this i is his one Goliah ftratagem, which has 


ſerv'd him not 'only to defie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the living God. 
N OR is his Sagacity more obſervable in the 


choice, 
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choice, and main drift of .the; Deſign; than. in. the 
near 2: it :\ -had, he. bro oght. 4nto, the 
pres etal 10g Hp s foo aa 
wherewit $ filled the rn; 
that on oh robe Age mult needs haye Rart- 


led and dilcern'd,; ;that Hig ſeeming. Jealeuſie for 


Frth, was indeed _ ir . pur a. real. deſign 
againit Pe Fj .never have par- 
_ ted with tl Dufoen that precious lega- 
cy;{olately. bequeath' Gi for thoſe, vain 
og thoſe 'School- ubtilties which now en- 


tertain the world. Bur as. he that would divert 


7 gg from the guard of ſome important-Trea- 

alarms him i in ſome other of his. greateſt ix- 

nei ;;40.be at firlt raiſes pp, Hereſies.of the:grea- 

neue whoſe blaſphemous, conſequen- 

Neel k the whole Fal a of. BK on, that 
en: ever 
as adviſed Duty, to. put his. the: uphold- 

the Ry wi How OD pn who 

had been. baptiz/'d-into.'the. faith. of the bleſſed 

[Trinity,. ſuffer the 2rians to rob them of the Se- 


cond Per ſon,. the Macedonians of the Third, the - 


Valentinians, and Manichees {. to. felons Firſt, 


-as. to. ſet up, againſt; him,a...Rival princi o, be- 
pe OP thoſe. who , had iga Pe 
.nounc'd the Warld, 
,themall bowed to by the. temporizing, uncleag, 
idolatrous Gzoſfticks ? Thele were ſuc ' invaſions 
as ſeemed to. commiſſionate all that. could wield 
the ſword of the Spirit to take it up and gage in 
J- 


theEFleſh and the Ro A © 


this Warfare, Butall this while was a 
R.3 . lemma 
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976) Which the ple Te 
prvecoantetiince to! t edacety,” The betrayed 
her 6 as; ; AF is ctithed 4h6 Re ſhe” violated 


Srtwebroand ” tnitic BEt-fornde- 

row the i orhr would nidlte a breach'tn n Her talks.” 
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+iphe ares fore 1c fail rjor to opro- 
photo that thatfer;which'Was nbw grown 

JIE; "rot" did 'he*always fend” rim 
e BottorleſF pit,” Viit ſometities' Yorrowel 
He Are t6-cotiſtimne the Votaries, and 


= orious Re eion' of: Chriſt, proinpted | then 
_ "0 it in the tet wh riner they 
| cou oe Sper creeps'into this' Paradiſe, and 

ley fo little wm ih the way, the 
dro hy olently degenerated into that 
of EN Cad hinge tenacious of a Cit- 
cuniſtaiice bf that at hey loſt. the more 


effential Fran ,' that of Charity ty; NG, t the Feaſt 
indeed,' b with thekeven ofmalice; 4nd abſurd- 


Jox Chriftiatis i ina; HY mems- 
Aftahce of this was the 2Idote abbr Eu 
in white the'veneration' they | had ot * 


. IF commemorate the redintes ration of his Naru- 
ral Body, by mutilating”and Sg his My/tt- 


capa 


cal. © "S0 likewiſe in the buſineks of 


utual colliſion of "Wells antt' "zeal, fot 


+> Arg ber tne:common''end, yet oh | 
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&, while Gn&Gde itz plot abBorrench ur Mere: 
Fe,” thought the ftain'” Vice rhir-of Ori; inal. Sin, 
could not; be'd6t away b 


| y any Purgati Teſs ſo- 
Fermi than char oF Baptiſſn, and the other'it-4 juſt 
| feverenceofancient cuſtom, *and jealoufic of 7no- 
vation oppoſed it; ' the Diſpute laſted” till the 
the manner" of ® receiving Herericks' iht6” the 
Church," were themſelves as fuch turnout of it. 
Noleſs well-meant were the'Or77inals of the No- 


»ailzn and" Donatiſt Hereſies, ' and-as equally un-- 


appy were their :ſſ#es : For- in them all, when 
bitter Zea! was once fermented, through its apti- 
' fide to receive,” and the-Devils vigilance to admi- 
niſter 0ccaſions,” the Orthodoxy or Hereſie of lives 
ſoon became terms out-dited; and men were mea- 
ſurd only” by” opinions : That 'ſword of 'the ſpirit 
which was at firſt defign'd againſt vicious praQti- 
ces, had-'its edge, turn'd ' againſt Peculative noti- 
ons ; info feud, that-atlaſt-like' that of Joa, 
2 Sam. 20.8, 1t had got fuch'anaptneſsro fall out, 
that -it was always a ready" inftrument of Execu- 
tion, till 'evena Philoſophical point, as that of the 
Antipodes,' was reſolv'd with an Anatheme ; and 
not to'know'the Syſteme'of this preſent World, 
made forfeiture of that to come. Piet IF 
BUT-alas, theſe, though great defeQions 


ſe who deliberated of 


from Primitive unity, were but modeſt effays, 


and feeble affaults, compar'd with thoſe which 
infeſted the ſucceeding ages : This root of bitrer- 
neſs was then 'but a probatiover in the ſoil, and 

though it ſent forth fours of-ſets to preſerve its 
COLTS 7h R- 4 \ kind, 


kind; "Jer ny ot at; 


#4 


0: Propagate,. 

Every;/ Fg: in.R Rb grey 

1n as £1 ting. 5008 ue 10D, . Laps di Ky 
And ONTO Frans, grew. £QuS, 

; did Seits £00..;; [KVELY; 2 FOR, v8 

ruted a; new.,party,-and 


ors. 


. who :did; not revenge it heir Sehiſm. upon. them: 
ſelves,. by. parating:.one from another, as 


had. all. done. from. the-: Chorch;;... till ati laſt the 


progeny. both of-Se&s . and : Opinions, grew.:ſo 
numerous, that he: who would exatt anaccount, 
mult be ſent like; 4hr<ham, to. the Sky or.;to the 
Shore; the Stars or: Sands being. as apt a oy 
jet of Arithmetick .; as; they... Whence - it. 

brought to. pals, that Sar» now may leave, his 
coilſom..labour of compaſing the Earth; men 
Ho his þuineſs. for ,him, giving him leiſure to be 
only a Chearful . Spee#gtor of their. Divinity 


prizes; the. bloudy. combates of LG fich Gs | 


diators.. 

AND that be: may 'be ſecur'd never to —_ 
har Plating divertiſc Feat, the /ater Ages have 
been careful.totrain him up Combatants, it being 
naw become. a diftiaQt fort of Learning,' a new 

' Species 


conſti- 

. Tub bdivided | 
| pant 90K others 5.10 Oh: of wy - ; firſt ft VI | 
Primitive. unity,..'we. ſcarce, find, any, 
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plaineft, and moſt ſemple propeſition, when it falls 

Fu the hands of theſe'4rrifts, is mangled and dif- - 
joynted, is rarified, gxaltedand-refin'd; He whoſe 
Felfire, or indeed-whole life, would ſerve him:to 


{urvey all the ſubtil; Diviſions/ and DiſtinQjons 


of the, School:en, . would fure: reſolve; they had 


the power of working Miracles; + Queſtions :in 
their hands multiplying -in-the breaking, -like the ' 
loaves in our Seviours, But ſure the event of the 

Miracles 


9. — *Mſthieſs wing 


—_— 


Miracleoare\ very Yet ino/folit rr OY 


delngpderiv'd 'by'the one; but'6n-'the*con iy; 
Shoe givers" ahead 4'ot Bread; '\and 
whe worſt even” to "Hitip a at 486: 
thts if cas Pos was" the death of the 
Art ( ' deſign'd-his Charirjits 

_ the iſinte. faob'whie Himſelf / "that divine Goſpel 


trig fs fall under/asthick a ſhowre; 
Ine wit this ro Fc: agen itit On, the wheteas 
 edeenMbwers - -whileſt thoſe” 'who Þ yin: k=firy 
| of the 'Fairh, Trrefraga le ical, 
and Seraphical Doors, notion It All ths Zhairch 
 withiquarrels whit chey live; *bur- Jueath 
thenv itz their writifgs' to poſterity ; ; as Ziſca is 
faidto have done his skin, robe- made'/an Tacen- 
tive to'warandiconfuſion, + 
I Twas the (policy of - Juliam to ſhut up the 
 Foviitains ofhumane learning: frony the Chriſtian 
youth, "leſt they Thould there/gain ſuch acatenels, 
- asmight render them rhe more formidable Ad- 
_ verſaries to tart but conld he have foreſeen 
thatthey would have employed! thoſe Weapons 
notattainſt thevonmin Eveny, but ove another, he 
hrnodr have' revers d-the*Stratagem, free- 
age d thoſe Magazines whence they might 
cede or their mutual ruine; and 
have as folicitoully prowoted\'their Learning, as 


ever he 9b/ftrutted its "l am Mo far from abetting - 


their arrogant folly, who either decry humane 


learning in getieral,' or make'it ſach'a Moabire, 


or * AvoMonire,. that however it be admitted in 'c#- 
| vil 
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ed pra thruſt be” inreriffed the Stndilh 
Religion preſcribes 'us ratidnal not. Jen 

bro Sons and chereſore deſpiſe nora 
F which ma Trove ance n, 6k 
| wy * ſite we. 
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and nobſeſt 'Sciende”; "fi ix 
Je + rp rota not reaufatedtind. verd 
5 thoſe itiferior : but that jult order ſeettis how 


tobe'inverted ; Uivine lea -elths is: Frovgnt oh onde 
= Vdhnaye ; the Simplicity of Chriſtian d6Qt 
Bp ahd' cont founded with Philofc Ding 
mice that Plato and apa are OT Je id 
Uipifes of of our Keliggh we truſt go 
Hue »s how far we Foil be Chriftlans: poth 
"4 y tings of God, as the Apoſt tall: Sthein, i Cap. 
$.16. and of which wy Fed Fora 
man an inc tent; are” yet broughre be- 
| fore that 6 ns fn ed to be fcann'd by 
rales'of Att :* but afas, 'our line is too ſhort io 
ſound” thoſe Depths. Men raſhly undertake to 
underſtand incomprehenſible, to.order infinite, de- 
fine ivefable things* and then no wonder . if 
their conceptions differ ;, for Where there is tio 
'vilible truth, wherein to Center, ergy js as wide 
as metis Phanciesp and may wanker to. terdity Y : 
while multitutfes run carects in the dark, it is not 
wk to have them juſtle, and. overthrow cach 
other. ©. 
A ND doubtleſs. were the (ME which 
have {0 long haraſed the Chifch througly wry 
min' 
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them would be found of this na- 

able belief has i= togllug; 

1d dull a an exerciſe e for. men of acute: 

A a, therefore they. would. oy take faith's. we 
hat TY It:i5, unleſs _ will, be. her ſurety, and 

New De 3 bur ſure, it ; hg been m 


46 "<> 


f the Church and /afery of pare 
Y! Motleris? ad.,been permitted: to |be Myftertes,; 
; hole: {ub hpi pies of ur faith had: been 


| xt while even the learned} 
ygowJledge Reeder be. les they. would 
afute- Den e 29 attemptin 

hom on ut alas, pucomas bc 

Procedure, , 4 \ Ber cans which; w 

inex have been;rackt — _ 


turd to diſcoyer themſelves, 'while in themean 
the Pplainer, and. more accellible -eruths, as. 1 if 


cable ie eaſie, are. clouded and oblur'; 


| ſy KMEYIES rais'd about them, 
ok bf Aeiſtiany is; become, LOT 


CY £% 


an the Pratick.; a Grace is much more: 6=414 


Fi acquir'd than Arid, and that key of know- 


Hoy ich eels ive. us cnrrance. into, the 
cloſets and receſſes 8 religion, is by. ſo. much 


HunPeriſe and wrepeting ;made cs ſerves 


+4 \* i. 


-L -at_ the or, . and d in effe&t 
les rathi oF bar. 2] Hp, ys. ont, than. a_ key to 
br in.” Thus perverſe are. the contraditFions of 
umatie' 'deprav” "Hature; which like our fr 
Paxents. take it unkindly, that God. has.reſervd 
"iy thing frotn'd us, and boldly attempt to break 


down - 


we fog... Taps ( 


LmIAre venefation, and--leſs of 


. et things to the Lov our 'Gody "Hor" the-revealel 
ones #08 ant our children;' Dea; 29." 29, -:Cer2 


| "00 this Catechumrons, Afts 2: Þ.!Repe 
and\this it: as 


[ER ad 


{ | 9; | Feud Dipures in oe our al £57 
gown; his excloſufes,*to rob him" of this pernliay'; 
ag in the mein'time,as induſtriouſly'conrive 


otir Rives of our 'own, by cancelling: 
es t5/ of 'Gods'diftribution,” ' neither leaving *fe- 


tainly* the firſt <propagators.oFour Faiths. pros 
ceedet' at another rate; they-well knew thav/noe 
the #rain buc'the her was the proper! $uWifor 
thatcedeftial Plant, and therefore did” not/dmule- 
their” Proſelzres with curious queſtions, but;ſer 


" them'tothe aQtive part of their ns 2 We 


ſee" what -brief and plain' inftruQtions mo 


=== 


gift of the Holy Ghoſt, whic yr Ale promiſes 
upon- theſe- only* conditions, * This vas that-vi- 
gorons'Seed which at once rung rp/tſude 

and4voteadeey'too," and: produc''the: liberat har- 
velFoftharday :>butifare had: thoſe-three thous 
ſindi{ouls'been Catechiz'd'by our modern 'Ca- 
ſaifts; wwe hadiſeen a'wide Aifwonive; not only in 
the-expedition' but ſucceſs, ' Talike: manner we 


:z6d ever oe" of your" on 


_ ſed#s 8:howſhort a Creed qualified-in_.S. Phi 


lips judginent for the Ennuchs baptiſm: and'we 


find'S. Pax! whoſe education enabled hims forthe 


ſubtileſt definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
Arine'in this compendium, Atts 20. 21. R 

tance towards God, and faith towards  onr ard 
Jeſws Chriſt ; and *tis obſervable: how he intro- 
nes this with a. profeſſion that be had kepr back 
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»thas cfrawfy{ land.becamo a wilder; 
nels, gene wo ——O Nee -where - med 
fobner: loſe; themeſely;es,) f _— env of 
bolinefs.: © '>/i 1 © bt fi 197 fofD+ (dE by Ts © 
| jon ebe 5 N Ciriſhnirultanaſz8in le 
i3on-theaheests of 

norms Sen ak thiertruth of: the Pp@rincy: candng 
awfill reverence/arid. adarationof #h«:G44owbe 
hav en okgoytr hg: awakingthem 
toad bk mos, gee duty, 1@ was matey vga 

aſe furytit appear'd-impoſſibleto 

a And this ſure AD a mudh-more gepine 
efef#, than ifthey had buſied! thenſelves-n thaſe 
many unprofitable curioſities, nice,” yet boldien+ 
quiries into the divine. attributes - which now 
a-days ſerve only-to ſupplant that pious venerati- 
on:we owe to them. 

IN like manner-the comprehenſive enuncia- 
tion 'of .Chriff, -Mar. 16.16: He that ' believerh 


foal 


tn. La rl. ER Di SCG ASRe. i ef . AM 


Chaps. | from Dieter ingeeerd. EL 
- all be ſaved, ;ang. | that wok ſoall:by 


. Sorel 
5” 
yy 


Me ns A IEA —_— EY Rr EY 


4,44. was zecaived, by the. 
condition;on, which che twa. $9; 


ure..cnqugh ..ypon : wi 'pro- 

wiſe, bp _ NN hmel Fa Wh ven ig Pra. 

Werter.C0 ongruity borer © e work and wa- 

Moaera doge the like, our marks 

not ——_ unhappily evaporated. into words. We 
had talkt leſsanddone more. . . \._ 

*T,W ER E .caſie to 1;draw. the Paraltel 
throyghall the. points which buſied the devotion 
of the ff Ages, and the. curioſity of the latrer - 
By: allw ch it yould becvidenghow much Chri- 


ſtian 
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hog 
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FE ini iro Chriſtin rattire | 
eget ob the Jo teeth; Ciadmar is ſaid rc to 
have'ſown, of itiedjats ro 1cHOn 
AR combatirjg/ one another: | A=fab 
God knows, Ihr "have found tob fag 

mbralizd in our ' School-contentidiis, only” w 
this unhappy difference, 'that _ tre more #- 
mortal”, our Serpentine breed. fig - but never die, 

oppoſe but deſtroy not one anothe 

AND then 'twill not appear ftrange to ſee 
the firſt feeds” of diſcord ſo © prodigiouſly  en- 
creasd, that they now over-ſpread the face of the 
Earth: for, whereas in all other things there 
"- -W 
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Chap.9, from Diſpmes in general. 26k 
1s a ſucceſſion, one generation goes and another 
comes, and {o though the ſpecies continue, the 1z- 
drvidgals. periſh ; theſe ſeem to have the accurſt 
Priviledge of propagating and not expiring ; and. 
to have reconcil'd: the procreativenels of” corpore- 
al, with the duration of incorporeal Subſtances : 
This is ſuch an advantage toward their »w/tip/;- 
tation, that we may grieve, but carinot worider 
to find them ſwarm ; not like Bees to bring pro- 
fit, but like Locs/ts to devour'every green thirlg 
in the land; nor is it riow 1n the power of all th 
Magicians of Egypt to caſt them out : for wers 
it poſſible ever to become Satars intereſt to ſup-- 
preſs them; he. would certainly find : himſelf in 
the caſe of one of his young Conjurers, to have 
#a:d more ſpirits R 6:34 he could Tay. Mens 
now #rritated Paſſions, and formed intereſts, 
the-great fomenters of diſputes would proye tod : 
ſturdy Devils, even fot Beelzebub himſelf ro Ex- 
OFGUE,._: 7.3.4 E 11. FOE 0 OILS oo 

_ BUT *is t6o ſure his Kingdom will never fo 


_ 


divide againſt it ſelf ; -it ſuits not only* with his 
Nature, bur, with his Ends to perpetuate our -- 
Strifes, and therefore as if our dodtrinal debates 
were not enough to ſecure. his purpoſe, he has 
an auxiliary troop of ritual differences to at- 
tach us. The Leproſie whicli infeſts the ſolider 
parts of our Religion, has paſt from' the Body to 
the very Garments ; the moſt exteriof ddheren- 
cies, Habits,- Geſtures, Days, every thing that 
has. but the remoteſt ſubſerviency £0 Piery, are 
become the objec? of fierce Contelts, and have ſo 
Ls "$5 = © Ueno 
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| Chap-9. 
encreagd the number and heat of our quarrels, . 
that *tis unneceſſary, perhaps impoſſible to add 
more ; if he can bart keep up theſe,as God knows, 


Ss. 
£ 


he is too like rodo, His Kingdom will be compe- | 


tently guarded, they being his greateſt ſecurity 
againſt that power of Godlinefh, that vital force of 


+ Chriſtianity,he ſo much dreads : that they are ſo, 


is obvious enough to him thar rakes but the grof- | 


ſeſt confus'd view of them. Bur that we. maj 
better difcern the degrees of his advanraze aid 
our own miſchief, *rwill riot be amiſs ro conſider 
them more attentively, make ſome diſtin obſer- 
vations, not of al, for that were endlefs,” but of 


ſome of their moſt ertitient Efeds,which we ſhall | 
find ſo pegnicious and deftrudtive, as ſufficiently 


ſpeak their relation, and fubſerviency to the great 
OO Earn rel ye 
AND in the firſt place, if we 'confider them 


- only privatively, as" they ſupplatit and juſtle out 


Ld 


Our greater concerns, we ſhall find them ſadly 
miſchievous, indeed fo fach a degree, that were 


they not chargeable with any pofirive ill, they | 


®z 


were by this their mere zegative Force, com 
tent Inſtrunients of our r4/»e; © Did they actu- 
ally convey no venom, me while they ſub- 
ftra&_ our nouriſhment, their 'effets will be 
an to be deadly ;. Grate as well as Nature being 
iable to be ſtarv'd as well as poyſoned. Chriſti 
anity. Is | ot a dull unaQtive, but ſtirring bufie 
State,. oi. therefore we ſtill find ir'in'the' Oops 
repreſented under the Meraphors which' iniply 
the greateſt Induſtry and Aftivity ; *cis a Wa; 
2 watch, 
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_ our Machiavitiens, but ſure. he') may;! from -his 
| S 2 pos 
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watch, a race, a. combate, and it aſſigns us tasks 
/. enough to juſtifie the propriety of the Tropes ; 


And thereforeas on the.one hand, the fleepy Pro- 
feffor. will at laſt find he has but dreamt of thoſe 


| <tr Rewards he expetts.; ſo. on che other, 


that frames himſelf another Scheme, . that la- 
bours, butinot in God's, Vineyard, . that bulies 


' himſelf in things' extrinſick//to that one great 


Sphere of motion," the Evangelical Precepts, will 
finally diſcera,that he has but rolled Sy/iphw his 
fone, eſpous'd a #04 under which he. may indeed 
be weary and heavy /ader, but will never find re# 
£0 his Soul. | | 

-- AND -then what can. be more. perfeQtly 
adapted to his aim, who deſires to propagate 
his own eternal reſtleſneſs unto us, than-thus to 
commute our tasks,. exchange theſe pleaſant aud 
gainful ones, - which God alligns us, for thoſe us- 
eafic and. fruxrleff, weimpoſe on our ſelves? ' *Tis 
true,. we find roo many of ..thoſe unprofitable 
works of darkneſs 'to buſie-and employ us ; but 
think ao. one;. nay,. Tam apt to ſay not all others 
together, have. proved-ſo etieQual to his purpoſe 
as this of raiſing and maintaining patiesin Religi- 
ox., *Tis too uſual a policy: of States to ſecure 


. themſelves from the feof a,potenc Neighbour, 
by. fomenting a! cixil i YON 
Seen has in this inftance.found: it a lucky. Stra- 


biſcord: in. his . Kingdom; 

1; 1t;; having. proved the moſt powerful 
texullive of his danger, ; I-will- not examine, 
whether; he borrowed it from, or; lent -it-to 


own 


| 


ha, 
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Miſchiefs arifing | Chap.5. 
own experience recommend it with the atteſtati- 
on of a Probatum e#. V+: ; 


INDEED this. art of diverſion gives him'a : 


full ſecurity againſt all he fears in our Chriſtia- 
nity, for *tts not the title he envies to us, or dreads 


himſelf; we know he long ſince had courage to - 


contemn the name even of Chriſt, when invoked 


by thoſe whoſe praQtices joyn'd with him in defy- . 


ing it; while we are but Jew Exorciſts, make 
no othet'ufe of Chriſt, but to get'us a reputation 
and a trade, he can deal well- enough with vs. 
Seven Sons of Sceva ate not half ſo terrible'to him 
as ozxe S, Paul; *tis him only he fears, 'that-to the 
form has joyn'd the power of Godlineff : That Ex- 
orciſm he knows he cannot reſiſt, and therefore 


has very dexterouſly' found 'a way to divert it, 


by engaging us in thoſe contentions which allow 
us not to think of the praftical part of our pro- 
feſſion : By the confiu'd noiſe of Battel, = 
drowning that voice behind ws, which ſays, This is 
#he way, walk in it. Nay, by this ſubtilty he does 
not only divert, but-foreſtal alſo; like the Phils- 


fines, allows no Spear or Sword that may be us'd- 


again# him, but takes up all thoſe' Inſtruments 


= which we ſhould work the'work of "God, We. 
know to all affairs of Iniportance'there are three 


neceſlary-conmurrents, without-which they:can ne- 
ver be.diſpatcht ;* Time,” Tndaſt ry, arid Faculties: 
and the more weighty-and "difficult the' Buſineſs 
. 4s, the'greater Degree of 'cach of 'theſe'is requi- 


fite.* Now certainly the'##zere# of our Souls is 


not the- ſlighteſt conn we have: the*avoiding 
Wye Ec eternal 
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eternal »vjſer, the acquiring endleſy b/;f/ is not 
| ſotrivial, or ſoealie a matter; as to be the Work 


of 2 moment, the. purchaſe of ſome few yawning 
wiſhes, or volatile phancies : He who is to diſpenſe 
the Rewards, .has propos'd us other Conditions, 
afſtign'd .us.Work which takes up no leſs time 
than that of our whole lives ;. no leſs intention than 
of our: whole powers: And then if we ſuffer any 


thing elſe to.interpoſe, and defaylk what is thus 


entirely requilite; if we cut new Channels for that 
which ſhould run in this one full currext, *tis cafe 
to.divine what the event will be :. For Man being 


. Finite both in his nature and operations, the'time 


and attention he beſtows on one thing, muſt ne- 


 ceſſarily.be ſubſtrated from another. And there- 


fore. if aur Diſputes about Religion entertain and 
buſie. us, they. muſt , unavoidably interrupt our 
attendance on praQtick Duties; and ſo whilſt we 
quarrel with :aze another, give our great Ma#er 
t00 it ground of quarrel with 4s a/, by negleQ- 
ing the great, and indeed only Buſineſs entruſted 
EE meth rbedevcs bers | | 

NOW indeed that our contentions do thus di- 
vert us, is too apparent to any that ſhall conſider 
it.in any, of the three forementioned particulars ; 
for, firſt for our. 7ime, they do-not anly inſexſibly 


' teal away much of it (a modeſty which moſt. 
other diverſions do ſtill retain) but Magiſters 


exact it,, and LCCOrLOgly have large parcels of 1t 
Jolemaly and avowedly. devoted .to. them ; - the 
ſcanning old queſtions, and raiſing nem opes, having 
heen the- profeſt HER of many Mens es 
* 3 their 


A 6 
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their very Vocation and Trade wherein they have 


arrived to ſuch eminence, as ſhews-they made libe- 
val oblations of their Time to it : And of this eve- 


ry age haslefr ſo many Records, as the mere read: 


ing them would allow few vacant 'minutes: to the 
ſucceeding: And had not ri a little reveng'd 
his own*<quarrel,'and conſum'd many of thoſe 
writings, by which himſelf was waſted, Het, 
. pervole would nor be'very extravagant in this cafe, 
| which we find wartantably 09d an ardther, John 
21. 'that even the wor}4#r felf Wedfinp contain th 
Povoks whith have been written. AS it'is;/ there'avs 
morethan enoughto etnploy, tiay, devour 7ime; 


for when Men once Jaunch into the"vaſt Sea'of .. 


Controverſie, they are toſſed there endleſly, 'ant 


Teldom recover a' harbour, Difficulties like waves 


crouding one upon'the neck of another ;- And ac- 
cordingly we ſee in-Polemick Diſputes, how-every 
rejoynder ſwells bigger 'and bigs 
Prophets c/oud, from a hand breatthit over-ſÞ! 
the Heavens ; every "little Marttal-becomes the 
Parent of vaſt Volutnes; and ynleſs the evil cure 
it ff by'majoration; unlefs'the-greatnels of the 
rask''bring in 'deſmair to ſupplant cyriolity, -and 
| Keep Men from reating,the-fecFators will have as 
firthe reſpite, as the Combetants;' both Writers 
and' Readers will 'be fo engroft, that they will 
have little leiſure for any thing elſe; © And I dare 
ey tt roms have engag'd deep either 
Way, ,Wi | 
pill ora 'T with'they would but ſnatch ſome 


brokert parcel as a plant from the common ſbip- 


' wrack 


ak 
_ *,"Y 


r,:till likg the 
it over-ſpread 


ether they have not found it experimen- 
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wrack of their time; reſcue a few minutes for a 
ſober refletion, and audit what real Profit ac- 
crues to them from the expence of ſo many pre- 
cious Hours ; how much it advances that grand 
buſineſs for which their Time here was allotted, 


and according to which their Eternity hereafter 


will be awarded : always remembring, . that if it 
promote it not, it hinders it, by diverting that 
:ime which ſhould haye been ſo employed': And 
indeed there.cannot bea more comprehenſive m#/- 
chief than this of the /of of time, it being that 


' which virtually contains the fruſtrating 'of all 


other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our Salvation, The operations even of Chri# 
himſelf were, he tells us, limited ro..a certain 
ſeaſon: 'T wit. work the work of my Father whilſt it 
#s day, the night cometh when no man can work ; 
and if the Nig overtake 'us, it matters.not how 
we are ſtored-with inſtruments of AfQtion, 'fince 


they all af Ones then become uſeleſs.” Our Laws 


anciently' fer a'greater' penalty upon the'ftealing 


-: 


| Beaſts of breed, than'on' other Cattel of the ſame 


ſpecies, as calculating the damage by the poſſibi- 
lities of which the owner was robb'd: ' Time is 
the robvele womb 'of things 'and ations ; and. 
therefore when we loſe that, we ſuffer an accu- 


| mulative prejudice, forfeit our Rights in reverſion, 


as well as our Poſſſioxs, our capacities, as well as 
exjoyments,. As 1n an Abortion the unhappy Mo- 
ther, beſides rhe fruſtration of her. hopes, and 
child-birth pains ſuſtain'd, acquires an aptitude 
to miſcarry for the future, and never to be able to 
D Pe S.4 2 * bring 
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brin forth a vital bicth : And thus, God knows, | 
multitudes of Embry2-purpoſes periſh, and'the - | 
miſery of; it is, they are our beſt that do {0 We 


generally purſue our . frevolows projets with an 
&-7ive vigour, but keep onr great and concernin 

affairs only ip deſign till death come; and ſurprize 
us, which hike the fata/ Metamorphoſes the Poets 
talk of, xes us in the poſture 3t finds us,. and fo 
preſents us to Judgment. Now I would know of 


the moſt eager Contender, whether he would not © 
chuſe then.to be foynd with his hands firetcht out 
_ 4n pray#y to:Gad, or 4/»s to the poor, rather than 


dealivg; b/ows amongft his fellow Texvants ; if he 


would, certainly *r's his concern to put fume : 


into that form he would then appear 1o, to huf; 
band his little ſpan of timg ſo, as may ſtand him 


1a ſtead when time ſhall be no more... 


BUT. if:Men will needs be improvidexr, yet | 


 why-will they be riatca/ows too? If they will bar- 
teraway their gime, methinks they ſhe leaf 
liave ſome eaſe in exchange, bur+to be induſtri- 
ous ill husbands, ta loſe all their a#vantages, and 
none of their 7074, is ſuch a ſolema piece of folly, 
as is at once matter of. Scarn and Wonder ; yet 
this is the yery caſe here ;-our. r74xg/ings do not 
only exhauſt our ee. but.our ſtrength too: We 
purſue them with ſo vehement an intention, as if 
our Faith propos 'not. &o us any other vittory, 
but. over. this. ſort of Qpponents:: We run our 
Relves rearhick in this-race, "where the prize is 
paly a few fading Leaves, or what.is-more tranſi: 


- 


tory, 2 little popular applauſe ; and make not to- 
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Clhap:0:. from Diſputes in general. 269 
wards the incotrruptible Crown;tillwe are grown 
too feeble and' decrepit' for the' other purſuit. 
Men macerate their Bodies, and waſte'their Spi- 
rits in: Polemick ſtudies, preſcribe themſelves/no 
time'of diſcharge'from that*War; till they'are 
able no longer to:wield their 'weapoxs, and then, 
when'mere Impotence makes them. peaceable, *be- 

in to cry out of coptention; iſnarohiup Devation 
when' Controverlie ves to be'too heavy for 
them, and at their Death pray for that pearrof the - 
Church, which'they.have made'it/the buſineſs.of 
their life to d;/nyb. This as it ſufficiently at- 
teſts'what Mens thoughts are in'their'cool-bloud, 
what apprehenſions'they* haveiof the way:when 
they draw near 'their.-journeys:End; ſo'does-it 
abundantly evince'the.un a Pie. 
ty receives from-our Diſputes;-"Thoſe: have-the 
active and vigorous Abertors,-while That is turn'd 
off to languiſhing: ded-rid Votevier.'So tharthe 
diviſion between theſe two, 1s like that of theCur- 
ze{ between Jacob and: Laban, all the rongerito 


the one, 'and feebler'to' the other: Would God 


he ſcene 'were not in one'reſpe& chang'd, and 
that the Syrian had not here g6t' the better ſhare: 
But in the mean time what greateradvantagecan 
verted upon theſe foreign expediti nd- Sos 
$ left to be guarded by the lametand the blind, 
ſuch only as are not-able to follow the Camp;:and 
then *tis not ſtrange to ſee what ſucceſsful aſſaults 
he has made, that that true: proZict wireue which 
once made ſuch vitotious-alleys'on'the Heathen 

gn Yo oe CE ' World, 


-Sztan wiſh for, our trength and indpſtry.is di 
diciuing: add cli 
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: 4h ehiefe ariſing 
mo; is now: 


In its,0wn. Qua 
tex: from-its/ Works, and driven: to. FET ; rio | 


in:0bſcure corners,. ER: elf in ſome few 
private wn 'and 1o li 
,0n En: tive, when,.it ſhould reigs. 
Butialas,- 'e-for ever.laffer our ſelyes to 
_ this, befoal'd Hls-Bug is. {tale Gra after 
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ncerogunk wi bawcorhonibe, than we deſtroy her ? All 
partjes:pretend tobe as rh of this Yipe, are 
very 'bulie In-ſafting br v4 
whom they :are*pleaſed call Hererieks; and in 


che mean tune:take' no vob of the wild Boar, ot 
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an exil'd; Prince, 
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that not only. {ſpoil her branches, but Rock-up her 


| - ro085;\ ſuffer the moſt ſavage: beſtial vices to;de- 


{ both Power: ;and Form .of Godlinels toge; 
ther.' Thus'\unhappily do we:divert:our intenti- 
6ns/ from our 'moſt important: concerns. . And 
a8" Archimedes\isfaid to have been; {0 vehemently 
iment--upon a-:Geowetrical- figure, that: he: heard 
not of che raking of the City, tillan Enemy gave 
ſobufie our ſelves in drawing our ſeveral Scherrer 
of 'Religion (every of which: will pretend to no 
le than Demonſtration) that in. the meantime, 
_ that which alone is 5rve Re/igion,: isexpogdita the 
fary of ithe Enemy, \fack'd, ruinated, and. like the 
plough'd up. Jewiſh Sex#nary,n not! one ſtone left 
upon-another.. - Certainly 'imoſt of the. gie/tjons 
- which - Wane diſturb CET L494 rote in 
reſpect of their matter no Propriety toward the pro- 
_— good Lite,'biit, in reforemts to their way of 
mexagery,all aptneſs.to hinder it 3 how;much-were 
itthen oor our e«/e.'as well as.profic, to turn-us inte 
the plainiroad,. where none of theſe Thorny diffi 
culties:xwill encumber us? Alas, whyiſhould the 
Romanittſofweat tomaintainhis Pargarory. flame, 
as'if the alreadyſelt its heat, and; would in this 
World antedate thoſe pains, when the fame Indu- 
ſtry beſtowed here .to purifie himſelf from all: filthi- 
neſs. of fleſh and ſpirit, would ſubftratt. the matter 
of. that Fire, 'and leave littiefor that /wrnece tore- 
fine; which (were doubtle(s,a: much ſecurer way, 
evenaccordingito his ownpriverpres,: than 0; trull 
t0'the uncertzin: devotion-of orvers.to fetchihinn 

hs hn a" 


- but whenoncedeeply ingulpht :'Tis ſurely,,auch 
| "better toftarve that Fire by ones: own ixnocence, | 
than to leave-it 'to 'be extinguiſht by the Tears 
afid-Piety of ſurviving friends. Why ſhould the 
Simian {0 eagerly contend for the poſlibility: of 
keeping the Law,” when oze example, would con. - 
vince more than'a thouſand arguments. : Let him 
bend his ſtudy to make. himſelf an:inftance of his 
norte ther 7 ang ho _ I | 
-twproving his Hypotheſes, yet, it he.do his utmoſt, 
| he wwilll- Io Lil of 'A better triumph thats that 
| _ _ which'the' Schools can givei: and ſo. will: even 
| _ Ffrorhiserrorextra& advantage, his very;/r95- 
| ig will by a happy Antiperiftaſes,. lead him into 
the way.- Why does'the Predeſtinarian ſo advens» 
rerouſly climb into' Heaven, to ranſack the.cele- 
RKial' Archives, read God's hidden: Decrees, when 
witffleſs labour he may ſecure:an Authentick tran- 
feripe within himſelf; let:himaccording to Saint 
Poter's advice, Add to his [faith virtue, and towir- 
Fut © knowledge; and" to knowledge temperance, &c. 
and that chain of virtues-will ſtand him in much. 
more ſtead; thanif he could as infallibly (as-ſome 
have. confidently) demonſtrate every link of Pre- 
_ deſtination: *Tis the! aſſiduous prattice of Duty 
will make his'calling and eleQtion ſure ; and-un- 
Jeſs he 'can confute' that divine Axiome, ' that 
without holinefſ none ſball ſee the Lord ; he cannot 
but-confeſs he may more - profitably. buſie; his 
thoughts'in labouring to become-holy, than:in 
diſputing whether he'can.chuſe, to. be ſo or: not. 
Orilaſtly, why: do'we Chriſtians off ſeveral perſiva- 
TYO : -” | 
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| fons; fo fiercely argue 'againft the ſ[alvability of 
, eachother, as if it were inot-only our Opinion, 
bit our Intereſt” and/our Wiſh, that all ſbould be 


danind but thoſe of onr particular Seft ; when God 
knows, not only*every Society, but every ſingle 


perfon has enough todo, to work out his own ſalvs- 


on, which if we will-cake the poles word,” 1s 


tobe done with fear and trembling, Phil.2.12. A 
temper very :widely'diftant from that of cenſu- - 


rihg and judging. Andfure we ſhould not think 


that malefaiFor more meriting, 'or more likely to. 
| be acquitted, who-ſhouldleap-from the Bar to the 


Bench, and there condemn-the whole Gaol but 


himſelf, ?Twas afober and Chriſtian reply of a 


late learned Gentleman,- who being askt by one 


wherher a Pap;F might'be ſaved, anſwered, Tos: 
may be ſaved without knowing that.” And would we 


confine our cares-and* enquiries to thoſe things 
which concern that'one great'Intereſt, we might 


take /eff pains,” and yet do more work ;-be leſs buſie- 


boaies, but-more frunfus Chriftians, and then-fure 
*ris time we ask our ſelves the Wiſe-mans queſtion 


Eceleſ. 5. 16. What profit hath he'that laboureth for. 


the wind? And-at laſt give over this unthriviag 

tligence, and not-ſo-emulate the*moſt ſtapid of 
Beaſts; as to-make our ſelves barthens, only:thac 
we may couch under them. | 5 050 #4 1263 


AND werethis only Tſſachars lot, *twere the 


% 


leſs to' be regretted, but -alfo Z abulon herein ift- 


vades'his portion ; *tis they that handle the pes 
of the-Writer, that-have engroft this error, and - 
wil-not ſuffer it-to:be a Plcbeias one. - None do * 
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274 - \'- Mifchjefsariing Chat 
fo much this way-miſemploy. the two; pulgar ta- 
lents.of Time nd laduſtry, -as choſe who-haye 2 
third ſuperadded to them, that of Extraordinary 
| Faculties and endowments, which they. do as pro- 
digally laviſh_as either of the former.. . The. Be- 
gianers or Abetrors of contentions have generally 
been Perſons of the moſt, acate refin'd wits and-ex- 
cellent learning, which has enabled them for thoſe 
guiey and belies of. Which, grofler YRaerr | 
_ ſtandings would: have: remain'd more happily ig- 

. norant. A ſtrange- produttion, that che greaeh | 
beanties of Nature:and'Art,,fhould ingender the 
fouteft acformity.in; Religions Thus alas, have'Se- 
tans altars the: \ vida ws je of Gods, the, fatteſt 
Oblation. brought to feed. the fire-of contention, 
whilſt that of dewotion expires-for. want of /Noy- 
riſhment, It. was. indeed. ne. wonder, that the | 
blind zeal of Pagans: had: made him ſo wantonly 


ice;::that none: but the choiceft victims would 


Pais his. oP 5 _ na ear aig and al 
_ Tabigenia, Royal. and- Vitgin:ſacrifices propitiate - 
| hisjinfernal Deities.;' but ithat. among Chritians 
he ſhould {till have-the ſame Eledt:on,. have the 
richeſt | treaſhtes. of. thoſe; -whoi ſay they. war 
againſt /him,-laid at his feet, ;have;.his.choigeſt 
weapons out of his Enemies megaziae, 1s a riddle 
that can ſcarce be ſolved, but by concluding Jdp- 
latry;has thy and.that hefips as 
{xcurely. enlbrin'd in err peſſions-and mg: 
vies,. a5 ever he dig in-an; Idol Temple; laghat 

ſrems-rather to have loſt the; powp, thanthe paver 
* of Regimens, But dg. 
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Chap.y. from DiÞmes in geverd. #71 
& immediately Gods rival, that theſe ſeriarive 
dehazts had none of thoſe adheteticies, which d6 
ſo direftly grarifie him, yer ill he is'ſecur'd of 


- gaining ſomewhat at rebound; for. alas, when 


mens faculrics are thus employed, what-Weai 
pons are there left for the defence of true praiFick 
wverrne, and God knows, ſhe needs them-but-too0 
much: Mens: 1sf are grown ſubtle Diſputants, 
ſd that the moſt improved rex/o# may find work 
enough:-to manage the Conteſt; And ſurely would 


 Menof parts timely have bent their endeavours 


this way, vice could not have got ſo ſtrong a par- 
ty: Men are aſhamed to be Proſelytes to'a weak 

rguer, as thinking they muſt part: wittr their 
reputation, as well as their fi: and certainly ti6- 
thing 15 a more general di/coir agement from Pic- 
PE than the 0pinios of its Votayies not being Per- 
ſons of Parts, and exalted Ulnderftandings';3 4 
Prejudice as old as the time of our Seviour;"'s 
may appear from Foh.7. Would God our greateſt 
Ravbies would - fadly conſider how much 'they 
have contributed to this ſcandal, while wvenes 

e 


out their parts on Polemick nicettes,they have ne 

leQed the more weighty part of*their buiſini 

and given too much Atteſtation to that ſcanda- 
lous Maxim;that Jomorance i rhe Mother of Devors- 
0x: Certainly this is quite to miftake' their Com 
miſſion, which'is not that of a' HF 2/4, to proclaim 
War amongſt Men; but 'that*6P 'an Embeſſador, 
to reconcile them 'firſt 'to holineſs, and by it"to 
Gol : And doubtleſs one ſor! pain'd to Piety, 
would *more promote their" account; than'wery 

; = thouſanas 
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up; his Toteaky 9 t.we bave no. cauſe: to. think 


it, would have 
the Falent.into. bullets, ro maintain the skirmiſ 


with his fellows: Whether. that be nor the caſe 


of-ſome who have received not the oze Talent but 
the five, 1 leave. it to be diſcuſſed between: God 
and their own Conſciences; but in_ the interim 


ris ſad-to ſee how unhappily, Men engage. their 


endeavours, which ſeems.to repreſent the reverſe 
of E/ay's Prophecy,..we have beat our Plough- 
ſhares. into ſwor s and ovr. Pruning-hooks into 
| ſpears; all the: inſtruments of fe rtility and 


growth. in. Grace, .into Engins of War and di/- 


cord ; and then it 'muſt needs be a moſt deplorable 
condition to, which . Chriſtianity is . reduced; 
Which ſeems-in this to be under the ſame cala- 
mity, which her diſtreſt profeſſors ſuffer from 
hw Fort tyran of whilit her,hopefulleſt and 
moſt pregnant Children, are;like .Fanizaries and 
Timrariors trained; up to- fight againſt her.. And 
let.none; wonder, that .I call-it, fighting againſt 
her, :when:yet perhaps.none of them do formally 
renounce hec.; ,for.that. Circumſtance only: de- 
termines: the. War. to. be. inteſtixe, not fortign ; 
ard) 1f.our. own, ſad Experiences had not tog 
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the univerſal, pop of Mankind, ;which of thoſe 
xwere-the. goths ruQive, Indeed were. Ace 


no.other, aft; of \hoſtilir ele, bur :thit 
which we have Gees. inſiſted « on, the; inter- 
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thouſands ſecured. to a Sett. or ney We find : 
how.ſad the doom was of has Servant who. wrapt | 


nat all ealier,. if he had melted. 
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ified us; 0) judge, .I might appeal: to - 


—__ but, £2 brain, tos _—_ = A fm a> «_ wo i... 
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Ak under all 
-of theſe we may well rank thoſe diſplacenciesand | 
- animoſities ahich are the produCt of aur. ſpecuy, 
 lative differences, and-which do indeed ſo natu- 
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cepting her: ſupplies, - the cutting off from. her 
that time, induſtry and gifts, whereby ſhe would 


_+e nouriſhe and ſupported, that were: irreparably 


;1njurious.toer, -and conſequently moſt grateful 
to-that:grand' Exeniy, who, as "row been ſhew'd, 


. makes mioittags of our Wranglings,. or Difſenti: 
'ons with-oxe: another, to: "neck is more inveterate 
ay on vac, 


un CIA X 


AS faroth of che Miſchiſs rifng from Diſs « 


og ſupplant C peritye- 


Y 'd 14:T--alos,. the. leet of cho debates 
linl Þ CAN never be; deſcrib'd BY bars. wine, 


there are multitudes of 


| | = rably adhere'to' them, anc ndthſe of Lan 
firy ive-a:force,, his if Chriſtianity-were: be- 


ueredand-famiſbt by.the former, FE Horw'd 
o batter'd 2 by thls, and. ſo is wny-i60 to 
methods of ruine.. , In the front 


rally reſult from. them, that 'tis not.to. be hoped 


folong as the. oxe continues, that the: orher will 
ever. ceaſe.: For on in prattice we often | 


ſea bewitching Sin 
S make men-aQ as if they had no ſuch-ſuperior 


throne the Reaſon, and 
T principle 


464/71 PRI aapets-x.v 


principle to'guide them yet in matrets pf: Spere- 
Thick eco we gener. = a 1n- 
Fiene'vy their der Pundgags. © not 
4 Ire > ie pierre Yee 

precofſeſt, which kindneſ{6':a8 30 propa- 
vos 3t ReTE- Ri 001 he :abettors-of | the 1famae- Feners, 


as that oppoſition: advances, ſo the-:diipuſti dots 
£00, tilt-at laſt the Scene ſhifts, andthe Per/ont 
rer war than the. Opinions, But we 


* yrs aogyus Dapares a>. |. 


alſo it infinvates4iflikes to-the-wppoſers': And | 


heed not thus derive'a proof from the eanſes, when 
thething does: too aſtrably atteſt it ſelf by: 
the eb for what aTues-are ors of the mor- 
—_ lilrred; which do nor-plentifally flow-from 
this fountain 7 ; Humane _ we kngw \has-but 


three _ .of 0g ſions ; voy ht, 
Rl voy, { emay arely oþn- 
" cer har 6m loys 


& forme; of 'theſs be i its own: ; ma- 
e1Hcitll F {qe all but-omniſeienee; yer the 

Pace 1 :,: ccorAling to \6wn- Rule; -of 
6b tts -froits; iofallible: Criterions: of 


He 14K I may: appeal to ity +who-rthave 
gy ag party, whether they|have no6xvich the 
; Pin iaring FUlnents of their own "Se, 
nity a'ſecter 4099s prejulite-to' all octiens. 
Nay: 'Þ fear there are'but few of ſo-mortiked pal- 
fions, 4s to have ftopt there, and hot-atvanetd eo; 
2 Hireft- averſion, and alionation- of mind.” <In- 
omcatattadabacihc a, Trwere- mn _—_ 


choſe make'ſuch* "liberals diſcoveries, | | 


. atoss,': juft7enough "10 excite ishbir : difi/ea/ore 


Ot { : 


.Chgp.id. 2 yorer Tarphns Oberg, 7? 


— moeIm—_— AA 


»forſo man woof :the-w6/gar, - to: be: ſuch. Bigos in 
[their = pry os CG 
-Are. too; x80: Bave-any c 60 
boaton -/g Paipts they aanrend; Dd Ctngic 
Leaders only, give them'fome gimera/ opus 


d. w0- 


gainſt all.Diſſcuters, andivhen their auger cauſt 
- preſentl core ar ar ;xdtiniienl of. the-more 
.uneaſie tagk:of ſuppr their paſGon,. Thigex- 
egy ee aw-avp ts alling: and;gratifie-it : 
> ridiculous! have ame mens.prepeſſeſſions 
.of iskind been, - that: they. would \{cance,alow 
thoſe: to; be! cimire: ite. Keqgrate'sf; thonght. got 
oJound belieurns;- {bur have; 
garner hn [well as:i Mental: No. Monſeatieles an 
retipſe bt ete-picas'd-t0; call ' Piece 
rf &« Ta \credulity-which- c aha aries pf 
me Aioas hav Nat difain/t; to: make chair 
(advantage of. | But \the 6+ inware ; <(gufts,and, 
tancours; are: but the firſt bound Sorta of 
.contention;,: When this Jeven is ooce..inthe bes od 


de will quickly diffuſe ir-ſelf, and both toxgrrand 


viauds will: be: tainited with -;it, ;Henee: 6 


_ bit; \that;difpotes' in religion: are-managed wir 


-ſuch-viralency and bitterneſs, that one: om 
+think>the: Diſputantshad:put offanych,of 4v- 


yn "The vernncntof the'T Tongues mine 
of morality ich ſober nature: didiates,; whic 
in-this-inftance- many -even- of -our; greateſt 
$ > armman totally:ro have:unlearnt; :Foriwhe- 
| ther we conſider the _ Gs or - 
5 


-Fnanity, before: they: come. :#hus: -60:txeat of Dr- | 


_ 


4: Melt. td. 
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"gid: cenfures, wherewith almoſt all-parties purſue 
_ RE _—_ we have reaſon to ſay with 
ue 1s a1 unruly evil, full of dead- 

ofes on : : Woul God their guilt: of this kind, 
Ta not {o loudly Neri it -alf, AS to ſuper. 
. ſede'the need of py roo ?Tis too-obvious that the 
- Satyr has uſurpt t chair, and 'Polemick Dsſcour- 
- ſes are ' degenerated: into /ibels and- inveitives;; 


- our Controvertiſts: fall from arguments toire- 


: proaches,as if their Zeal lay more'to'blaſt their 
adverſaries fame, than - confute' his-err07 ;/-afid 


werethis only in perſonal extemporary; debates; | 


TOI "che exctſe ofan indeliberate paſſi- 
Indeediit were; to' be' wiſht.: thatiall words 

;of this ſort mi _ vaniſh in'that breath: that 
utters them'; as they reſemble: rhe Wind''m 


' fury and: inperoue, ſo'they-:mightdo alſo'in 
tranſientneſ, ' and ex expiration "But alas, | 


a'courſe is taken. to/ immortalize' them; they 


become records, 'and our moſt elaborate contro- | 


verſial writings, like the Earth after: the curſe, 
- over-run with theſe briers and thorns, Sarcaſms, 
- contumelies and 'invettives filling 10 many Pages, 
that were thoſe weeded'out, many volwnes would 
- be reduced to a more moderate butk as-well as 


zemper. Nor are our 'cenſures any. thing more 


- modeſt than our” reproaches, .every | petty - diffe- 
- rence is mutually 'upbraided to each 'party asa 


_ defeftion from the faith, ſo that we ſcarce know 
a' milder ze than Hereſie, nor: doom; than 


| Damnation. . And as if the viſible obliquitie of | 


errors would not nn us indiftments enough 
againſt 


EE EE i EE EE | as wad Ah (at mm > +> no > in in qo OS Ax bs 
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againſt one another, there is a cloſer inſpeQion 
. made, every poſition isript up, and curioully dif- - 


ſeed, ito ſee what Embryo is in its womb, what 
ſeedsthere are:of monſtrous produtions, which 


though perhaps -the native ſtrength of the Prin- 


ciple would never have animated, yet the preter-- 
narural heat-of an Antagoniſt can quickly hatch 
them {like the Chickens at:;grand Cairo ) intolife, 


- and vigorous: being : and: if by. a long. chain of . 


(perhaps fallacious) Inferences, ſome ſuch Im- . 
putation is: faftned upon a Theſis, then all who 
embrace that, are charg'd alſo with all this p- 
769, brood, though they never ſo ſolemnly re- 
nounce and diſchim them, . A po—_ {ure very 
yacharitable; . for ſuppoſe ſuch coxſequences ne- 
ver ſo regularly deduced from my opinion, yet ſo 
long as I ſeriouſly diſavow and deteſt them, I. 
may indeed be —_—_ #zwiſe in not diſcerning 
the. connexiog, but ſure | not 4wpiome. So that 
unleſs want of Logick be'a damning ſin, no man 
can hence be authqriz'd to pronounce me yepro- . 
kate : and I cannot think that God; whoſe rigor 


bends againſt the faults of our wills, rather than 


our «xderſtandings, and whoat the laſt great aſ(- 
ſize will aſſume 6ur own conſciences into the ju- 
dicature upon us,” will ever ſentence me for thoſe 
deduttions,how horrid ſoever, which I never made 
mine, or that I ſhall ever find my ſelf in Hell 


. for a miſperſwaſion which I never. entertain'd. 
But there are ſome whoſe Ceanſures are not ſo ar- 


tificial, yet no leſs ſevere, who beg their Poſt«- 
lata, and taking it for granted that ſuch and 
TE T 3 _ an 


doin — Ce mmm 
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ſuch arethe only ſan@ified: opinions; make'thert/ 
the Shibolerh 'by which ro! diſcriminate: not only" 
theit vr Friends; ' bur Gods-tog; looks up Heaven! 
gaces agamfitany who bring not that Fickerfop: 
adittance'; arid though they maketheway wide: 
enongiy to! receive the-moft over-grown' Simney of- 
theirown'Opinion,' yet they/pronounce it impoſ-: 


ſible rorhe'/rifeft piety of a: Diſſenter. © Andups: 
orſnch ww 5 theſe $5: ven. tection 
one another to-perdition;- never confidering; "that: 
whilſt 'we:{o' briskl\preſage” others: Dammnation;. 
we ny yo refor our ow; Alas; our caper- 
neſs to:hear the! Farnare ſeven times: hotter for all 
:har baw' cor to our dictates, does but expoſe us to! 
the. fate" of ' Nebuepadnezzars officers, Dany; 
tobe'our ſelves conſum'd in that flame, wherein 
we ogfttheim!: *Tis:indeed to be wiſht we would: 
ceaſstpinvade Gods peouliar,. by judging'thoſs' 
chatimuft- ſtand or fall to Him: bur if we will! 
needs cake- his office; 'tis- but equitable we take 
his+rwey too; and in'our Wrath remember Mercy: 
at-God be-blefſed*tis; the Judgment of 'our »p+ 
right, yet graciows Maſter, tharſhall finally 'deter- 
mine us; and not that of our paſſionate fellow- 
ſervants: If theſe were root 9 and the'Key 
of the. bottomleſs pit were. in our 'caftody,. we' 
might give Satan «Writ of Exfe,' diſcharge him 
from his 'perambulations, he would ' need: 'no+ 
more'ro walk about 'as a Liov, but might ſtifl' 
lieinhis Dez, and we ſhould bringin: prey enough | 
ro glut the Pevourer: For could we execareall: 
we condemn, we might ask' the Diſciples gs 
; k LE | att; 
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Matt. 19625. Who then can ba ſaued:?; Pata thele . - 
ſevere cenſares,. are x preſent violation: ofi Charity, 

ſo they tend tothe: perpetuating it: by:obfruthing,. 
areturn-to that wwity of Jadgmenr, whichi-might 


make: yptlie very. original. breach ; for whileimen 


reciprocally-lozd each others opinions, and: per- 
ſons with:.deteſtable impurations, if: they really. 
ſpeak what:they think, they. doftil}.mort deeply 
impreſs upon: themſelves: the: prejudice - to that. 
which they: accuſe, ( hatred as well as /ave: ga- 
thering ſtrength by being: aQuated : ): but if they 
do indeed: nor believe their own charge, yet ha- 
ving.once-made jit, either upon Intereſt or Paſſi- 
on, 'tis.not:-probable-they will want pride to: main- 
tain-it; and when we conlider how: ruling. a 


prece of caryality that is, we cannot. wonder if it 


indiſpole/men to rerreffations, TI wilh we had 
not\too, many, and too late inſtances of ſome. 


- whoſe, weightieſt objedion againſt a: cauſe, has 


been theirown former-2:70/ence againſt it. When 
men haveonce faſtned the brand of Herefie, Pro- 
phaneneGs ar Blaſpbemy. upon. an opinion, they 
think they cannor afterwards: become its Proſe. 
lytes, without either: ſeeming to aſſume thoſe 
Guilts,..or- at-leafſt that of having falfy charg'd 
them 'upon. others : and the Horns. of ſuch a 


. Dilemma doo gore: their reputation, that it often 
 temptsto-ſalve that with the wounging of Conſci- 


ence, and perſwades them rather to.rejeQ* their 
convictions, than: expole their credits, And. cer- 
tainly. were this the only ll : conſequent of our 
rigorous accuſations, it would be enough to pre- 

RE. E 4 judice 


264 Miſchiefs arifing from Diſputes, Chap.10.) 
judice ax as unfit Inſtruments in a: Goſpel-de-: 
ſign ; but though they ſuit not with thatwork to'! 
which they ſolemaly pretend, they are:moſt ac-' 
commodate to that they really prodzce -: For if we- 
examine -in-the third place, *what z»fluence theſe: 
our eager conteſts have upon our «#ioxs, we ſhall: 
find them fully proportionable to our words. -And' 
firſt negatively, 'tis-apparent in too many, that! 
they are apt to confine even the common offices | 
ofhumanity to their own'SeCt : and: others who/ 
do not ſo, yet ſhew ſo great partiality-in'diſpen-' 
ſing them, as diſcovers the Name. of Chriſtian is' 
not half ſo charming, as:that of their own parei-' 
cular Faion, ' Were inſtances. of this kind as: 
xeedful as they are numerous, *twere ealic to: give: | 
multitudes - but I think none that-has liv'd in* 
our late confuſions can have-wanted occaſions of: 
obſerving it in'others, at leaſt, if not-in himſelf: 
But alas, omiſions are ſcarce worth our/notice;/ 
when thereare ſo many poſitive As of unkind-' 
neſs ſo viſible among us : They know little of - 
. ancient, and leſs of moders Times, that are unac- 
quainted with the mutual perſecutions, which al- 
moſt. all» parties have - alternately . raiz'd; one 
apainſt another among Chriſtians : Confiſcations 
and. baniſbments, Gibbets and ny Weapons _ | 
God knows much too carnal for a ſpiritual war- | 
fare, - yet -much- more in- uſe than thoſe S. Paut 
recommends to Timothy, gentlenefl, and meek iy- 

fretting of Oppoſers, 2 Tim. 2. 25, 26, And when 
' *ris confider'd that thoſe Oppoſers too were Hea- 
thens, *cwill be .more than a little-ſtrange, that 
EE LT Severity 


Chap.io.5 «: they ſupplant Charity. '* 


ly the: moſt that' can” 


+8 


Severity ſhould be allowable to Brethren, which 
was interdiQted agaifſt* Mens: © Is it'an eafier: 
crime toreje'the entire body of that Faith whictt 
was once delivered to the Saints, than'to' diffet / 
inthe explication of ſome. one 'branchef it? Nay, 


| meg only 'of ſome corollaryatid dednition from + 
It, - w IC 


h, as faras it is humane/'may be'fallible;" 
and therefore cati no'more' command'my*«fſent- _ 
than it ſatisfies my Jan ; yet this'is general-/ 

xe affirmed of "our *diffe--.. 
rences ;/ For. almoſt what Party is'there which 
doth not avowedly-own all that Faith which coti-* 
ſtituted'the firſt Chriſtians? Would God we did 
as uniformly embrace'the Charity to0; and then- 
moſt-of-our difpates would be” ſaperſeded; ' at” . 
kaftfo calm'd, thar' there ſhould be 'none of 
thoſe: deſtrutive effefts which'they now pro- 
duce: *Foralas, how many funeral piles has this 
ppg zeal kindled ! So that 'what' ſome 
faidof Draco's Laws; rope Berg juftly be applied 
to out arguments, that they have been writ ra--- 
ther in b/o#d than Tk.” But as Chriſt when he 
forewarn'd his Diſciples of the went Lena ge | 
on, - tells:rhem,* not otily.they ſhall be kill'd, but 
theyſhallbe put out of the Synagogue : So now | 
as if Chriſtians were-emulous of every branch 
of Jewiſh cruelty,'we tranſcribe that part of the 
copy Toe, and-either by cauſleſs. excommiunica- 
tingo#hers, or ſeparating our ſelves, wedeny the 
benefit of publick communion to eachother : And 
this is @ greater feverity than the former, by how 
much more tmplacable our.hate is againſt what- 

we 


286: Michiafs erifing from Diftures, Chapav.) 
we,count erdr,. than what-we. know toibe; vice; 
andby how; much. che-concerns of. the Sou/ are 
moryieſtimable than; thoſe-of the, Body. [The in- 
veteratoneſs;of thoſe- Feuds . which riſe. from- 
,"; MaF-:clearly be. diſcovered in -this 
ne nn hn 
outyages. whi may er :him unw to: 
live;.yet when, we proſecute him todearh;; we 
wilioly affard him all helps towards his future 
fegge;i and-nagmnan is-fo inbumens as. torefule.to 
pray; either forior with.  Malefattor ; yet ſome 
few {feculative. arfferexces- are. Such a goiph be. be- 
twixtus; that, we cannot meeteven in t weell 
acknowledge our common Duty, the worſhip. of 
our God. ertin among all the accurſed-ilſues 
ofour contentiqn,. | ere is: none: more malignant 
and criminal,. than- this of Schiſan and, Separation, 
and would men judge: diſpaſſionately, more- irra-- 
tional too:: For: doubtleſs-were our caſe ſtated to: 
any ſober Hemhen, he would never be able! to. 
guels,. why they who. equally. acknowledge the 
advantage and neceſſity of prayer, - confels; the 
fame God, have the fame.commaon wants-in-this: 
world, and hopes.in the next, may notask in the 
ſame. form. in the ſame: place. - Alas, is-it 
not.cnoughtobeat diftance where we differ, but 
muſt we be {0..allo where we agree? Is unity fo 
dreadful tous, ..thatwe muſt a& contradictionsto. 
eſcapeit ?. Surely this is a ſtranger faſcination of 
the ſpirit of Piviſion, than. that in the Goſpel- 
Demoniack,, whichenabled him to break ARES 


in {under, and like ir,, abhors the approaches of 
a 
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a Saviour, erying.out, hut Beve wer dowith. 
rhee; how Jeſus" the" Son: off God; art thus 10mMers 
torment as ?' Wiho knbwsi what -4 powerful Ex-: | 
o—_— anited” Kos me om :6f this Mnapoomcy 
worlt-miphe have: been';- had ave" y depres 
cated woke God: mighe E have found a' way 
to have compov' theny, 'though'' we could not';” 
and-our #ars right have: þyoacties: 
whietrour 4fſexrs made; but! ouf ' Sefe#ation Wi-' 
detis.'-I know:the'venerable narfies of the Santi 
onsof! HolyChapch, - the hundred' thirty ſeverity 
Gn —_ the Code of the' univerſal —_—_— 
wh in expreſs tors, "Ore S5-aiptlubolrd = 
4veblinoTs bright ar ody hr nut 10 pray with 
hymiticbs,' 80d very many Wartit 
Fathers at6 ptoducible' in'this/ 
:! But rill we excommuniextewiththo Tears- 
wor 4 Sovtows, andpiblick'corleernmett of the pris: 
mitive Chriſtians; wh refus'd all ats of kindneſs 
onlyout of love; and 'the'moſt-ardetit Charity;- 
we may by no'means: lay claim-ro ttieir patrers;- 
whoſe eſtrarigements- only flow from malice wn 
inveterate hate, Would we” indeed compete: 
_ with-the Example6f thoſe happy T; mes, we ſhould” 
 lave fear the guilt of Sth Shes in- our ſelves'fb- 
much, as nor- to | havve lightly y_—_ it upon 
others; 3 we ſhould have Poe for the converſion 
of Diſſenters, not laid'\ Avarhommnr upon them, and 
prayed'for theirconfoſh on. $. Paob\eſee, ERb10. 
25, reckons the for/ating 'of Aſſemblies, a5 a de- 
grew at leaſt Dedracive of Apoftaſit ; and from 
is time throughout all the "_— ages pe _ | 
urc 
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Church the, holy Fathers have generally branded - | 


itas the his heſt, impiery ; and no: marvel, for - 
itis on&of thoſe Gyant-ike fins, which not only . 
oppreſſes mer, byt: invades | even God himſelf. 
*Tasthe mangling and 'aſlaffinating ths. body to 
which Chrit owns an inſeparable copnexion; the | 
putting jim to. head. ſcatter'd'limbs, inſtead. of 
 anentirecompact body, as if we meant torefute 
S. Paxi,' ſhew him 'tis poſhble that Chriſt may be 
divided, Good God | what ſhall we fay when we 


ſee-Heathen Souldiers eftimare Chriſts coat high- . 
er than Chriſtians do his body : they thought the | 


 oxe tag good tot be- parted, but we ceaſe not to - 
cnn mangle the other, and which is yet more 
monſtrous,. make.it is pert of our Religion to do 10. 
We name our Opiz/ors our Faith,' and when un- 
der:that Title we bave caſhrig'd them, wemake , 
more barbarous Immolations: than ever themoſt . 
age Heathens did. They: ſacrifice ſome few : ©. 
jeas of their Love, their Ch:/dren, but weſa- 
crjfice the very. «feion, and think our Zeal /uke- 
warmw-till it have reduced our. Charity to {bex. - 
And now if. we: compare theſe our Diviſions, 
Wrath and Bitternef,' with ithole . fundamental 


© 


Goſp precepts of Unity, Loveand Meeknef, we' * 
mult ſurely ſay we have not there ſo learn'dChrilt. 
Andthen how ridiculous is it, to pretend a Zeal 


to that: Goſpel, whole. very foundations we un- 
dermine ? Peace is at once the 4/efizg and duty of 
Chriſtians, and thoſe: . heats 'of: pecnlarive Con- 
teſts which violate it, will certazaly [never ſerve. 
to make us either good or happy.” And heeavors | | 
| | :” ti 


a—_— 


Zone, ng ):we muſt conclude,. that'our 
. . Diſp utes,” a he 


TE, thei how much ſever they pretendto-preſerve, 
_ _—_ paar re 


| felcomberent in Chriſts camp, they: con 


.Chap.rz. 4 they engage upon ll bis, &c. 239 
| tilt Charity ceaſeitobean Eflential part-of.Clri- | 


ſanity ( which ernialy wemuſtburnoyr Bibles 


ways - whereby' we manage 
do:indeed evacuate and —_— true, GY Ohs- 
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-ND- yet ſo un areman men mi- 
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their Zeut ry or Yeman  hon 


| y 
ropriate to. that,/ their-1{0, emivent- Grace; 
1gh indeed it can-with-no more propriety: be 


call ſo, than Pharaobs lean Kjne. might be ſaid 


to be fat, ' becauſe they had deyour'd thoſe-that 


were ſo. In plain terms,” menlayiſogreat weight 
upon their being of right! opinions, and $anighet 


gerneſs of —_—_ hem, that'they Ds 
the 


; : 


þ # fſerote#2aiGod, "as te 

Fithe Ein pan id inftraments, 
WYigmate"thelmoſt! exormour Commiſſions," that 
bo $0 pom ny to-that-piousEnt : 
Wudchi rootrmute forthe neplet of iPre- 
tick duties in the general tra; of their loves, \\f 
| ſhall not here urge the hazard of mens erring in 


of many oppoſite one 'only can be the right; an 
' then toall ſichias miſs « 


» hay, the —_ | 
af,! their very ground- 
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ets, - 
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cigo "Miſe fm Dee Ghapiw. 


"work rhe 1 ſhall only —_—_— ph on 


» this: 


ha $26 «hich ws it \ tends ex- 
'tremely to the enhanſing the bitterneſs of our 
-Eortolts; ſottahay juſtly'be reckoned 


ſ 

of 
-REN80w in oariicarts;Noris vitany/new thi 
T20P er this t6 deceive! thenwelves ; rem 


(Heat iobſcrvar eBoinvinel [1 meritovious; "gs 
ys ot - Drown Sager degal puxifi- 


0varft#5 work verder! themiacceprable i "Gods ; 


"Eyes, #6 ſpight/of all their Moral pollations : 
Barhow s #hodpesthisavas, thermanye- 
'vgre/increpttiens of G6d:do ſufficiently: atreft. 
etecrainhbei goileavas ar belowouts:;2he 
things they {0 depended on. were OY a 
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Vennop bara #fr _—_ | 


«&mo ; 
worſt efetvofyhem, arid%s'n ET 
engbhthey-obſtruft ithe vital | 
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netthe whole-of their Duty;;. thyſe. Qndivapcer, 
chough \perhaps domewhat: adelteraged 'by::R &fbv- 
vital mixtures, yet for the; main were v/hiu 
hy Gad-Arcaits andzharwith.asdeligo, Aoi 
;minating and! army; lrom:the aff 
.theworld ;\ and erate: 
-as:thele; might: ws pod fig 
preſumption :: Butfmas; [the:;oaſe: ab php toe 
-with:moſt: of us:;: they ai mat ithe: Revelarrons 
:0f Gads will,: not:the Zeftamerg gf our dying RE- 
_ceemer, : but ſome! Coditils i and 1 nvexes, QL,Our 
own we fo carneſtly aber. Tisnoorhe Trxrfor 


'an 


 chen.;twere) impoſlidle; for [iv receiv/d; 
Aame:Canomot Seripeure togdifker3iburoungs 
.t wepajſuch-Revertnee 2rand w 


-thataccountr:we/everiour. elves>\fraw.'t is /£0 


y:rewardable;-bu Uoghenpro- 
NI iy ad niour-Jehs:marohbup- 
oh duch an etpicng, ir” no ;of 
'conl{cience "Jarams wne ers'y: 
- That this isd0,\. nab car donbt:ho eh 
-What boldneſsmen cufl;upan:the maſt.unchyofiar 
; A i Purſuit of what they: phenſie,e Chriſter 
e, Were it not for this amulet how'were it pol- 
6 any-tothinkthey may eamepiopanPer- 
»jury, -Sacriledge; Murder, *Regieide, 43ys thing 
'without:impeachmentto thein-San//ip 32g 40 
"think that the: onlp _ lies 01 the other ſite, 


in 


BE "x herring from Diſtores " Chap: b JT 
in inbeing remifly withen, that: to flack af any thingof. £6 
nemoſt-ſpeed,” is 70 dd Shewirkef. the Lord meg 
"Yer: that this has: been a prevail 
Fo 5; Res -had too: many, and too ſac 

Opdierantongqaty'n not find them * 
_ nor. s this S 
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| $tO; wit  ” 

tis deaulieſt poifoy,.” - 
| "T"MUST"not here attetnpt-tocaumeiare all] 4 
. the aeby j "p96 , that have on: this ſcore” 4 t 

- beer made, not" 1 but meritorious; yet'| 


ent uſe, 'that I muſt needs” 
advert | ; 


therei 1s-one of fo} 


— Nt chapan gen Tm Trae "293 
7 advert unto. itz-and rhar is; thod calumenies and 
"1 f«{{choods,which are now-become a piece of Eccle-. 
| feoftich-as well as State policy, and's great pirtiof 
7 that offenſive armour wherewith our controver:. 
\. lr ory es pore ENS hes conſider. 
| how many fogerare 7 going. Engines, 
is 4 weſhall:havereaſon tothink, all Parties-havean: 
e | high cſteenrof their »ſefalnef... Ofclieſs:Calam- 
is 4 - fies there are. too. many forts and degre 
J, | here ticulariz'd : Andiindeed tho who! per-. 
| mſelves to'uſe any, can be ſuppos*d:to have. 
; ” 567i boundaries than the advantage of their 
o-j cauſe: And-accordingly-as:ithat ſeems 0 exatt;: 
t, 1 they lay-their Sceme;: "tar naw + they traduce the. 
J perſons of their oppoltts? and.by ——_— prejudt- ' 
2 ces againſttheai, hope ſome of tt wilt refle& up-. 
ma doQrine:; db-Mer enerally:know how 
fro CG RN | and cerfainiies, this 
W "AS iN as it is\iningenu-.* 
pay "regalo »thewuigar temper; it's'not- 
anajxl rar pore its -Thisitſeems was ancient! 
; it being the-old Greek advice, Suþ- 
pyvices Enley, Y daxyey ? T> Siaboneis,' 071 _ 
Seearevoy' 20: iAx@« 0 S019, 4 GAN Wer 
StaConF; <1 To calummiate: ftoutly, for that. how aowe] 
fedtly ſoever the wound: of reproach be heated; there- 
nj} »i remain « ſcar; and! though ive wipe. away' with 
_ *} never. ſo much care the dirt thrown at us, there will be: 
of ſome [ulliage behind : Andaccordingly this was 
| the Expedicar the Pagezs us'd againſt the Primi- 
ft tive Chriftians, to put them thus in the skins of 
* <A S'of — then worry them to 


death. 
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. 'dearh.: «And: this. is-the, method-;Nill;. though 

 Aierk hened-and :improved;3.and our Religion has | 

ns more\{imce. we ,us'd-it againſt 

than when. 4c rate it againſt tha 

—_ community.” But befides this defamation of 

= Ancuor braogh af this black Art is the 
ERR ES ſence:and v 


for the:formerof th 
. bſerves the ogra Fae 
| of tank aceaniigs.yildhle in mas. | 


ny of :our:K 

that a manis-avtentions,:26- well-as:hiswords and 
- < myeoaateds: Nor-docs the /etter. 

_ _— erioc MIT 37 act: | 


yp 
Fae it Over t0, pede-ris make 7, the = 
it-was t0 mairtain,: andasa Conqueror uſes to:re- 
ſtore: Arms to ſuch-of the.adverſe-party, as will 
- turn-to.his, ſo after they have hy.ſatisfactions' fe- 
cur'd themſelves of- its aid, it ſball-then be made 
as potent as is poſſible,. and with ſuch kind of Re- 
negado troops as theſe, ſome caſes have been muck 
ſupported. Yet were this vi0/atian offer'd- only 
$9-the writings of —_ men, who might vind- 
_ cate 
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. Prince 
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Prince, ealld the Tzrk into Chriſtendom : :But 
fure thofe who to fortifie their ſide have brought 
_ tnthis Artifice of calwnnicting and falfifping, have = 
done an A& no leſs #piows; the conſtitution of 
Chriſtianity agreeing full as well withthe A/coras 
28 with theſe Pie fraudes; as ſome of . them who" 
perhaps niean the fr«ud more than the Piery are 
_ pleagd to call them. Nay indeed they accord 
not much better with Philoſophy than Diviniry, 
_ every Man knows the nature of contraries-is to 
combate-and _ not & cheriſh and:ſupport 
one another. How abſurd: is it then for thoſe, 
who ſay they defign to advance trath, to make 
Falſbood their Inſtrument ? T wiſh they would ex- 
periment'to accommodate their ſecular concerns 
at the ſame rate, let them cos/ them in the Fire, - 
warm them in the Froſt, and feed themſelves by 
perperual Faſting, and when they find cauſe to- 
commend the efficacy of that Method, they may 
with fairer pretence in-this higher inſtance recon- 
Cile the feuds of Reaſon and of Nature, and make - 
\  & hethe Evidenceof Trath, In the interim,it may 
well paſs for Sophifry as well as þ» ; and doubt- 
leſs whatever advantages are hop'd for to private 
Sets and Parties by this art, Chriſtian Religion in 
gnnral is nnd by it : For when men 
all compare the veracity of Heathens with our 
falſhoods; learn from Hiſtorians, that among the 
Perſians, aigipoy vo 498d a rer0puugtes, to lye was 
deem'd a fakds of. the greate## turpitude, and they 
therefore laid an ill CharaQter upon perſons in 
debt, or: arayun * opeinoria 4 70 440) Gs Ayer, 
| | :-- - becauſe 
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- it may-not pinch the luſts of ibertine Pro, 
Of the firſt forr are ſuch, as having made the «d- 


- | . : | : : : _ 
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becauſe he that is ſo mui needs tel lies: And when 


they: ſhall ſee in the Laws of Cizgi a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a capital crime, and yet 
among Chriſtian Ca/#its made a holy artifice, they 


_ © will be tempted to think our ed as fictitious as 


our way; andthat our Religion has little counte- 


- nance:from zr8#h,' which is thus. fain to make hes 
its-Refuge.:- Thus unhappily do theſe Arrows. 


revert, ' not only on thoſe who ſhoot them, but in 
the face of Chriſt:anity it ſelf, which is defam'd, 
and traduced by thoſe ſanders, weaim at our pri- 
vate"'adverſaries, 

- BUT beſides this dire, there are other more 
oblique Ways of making vice ſubſervient to Reli- 


_ 2£i0n, or toſpeak more properly, of making Relz- 
7i0n ſubſervient to vice; for Fowl Zealots of __ 


— 


veral parties, who more regard the z«merou/nefs 


than pwrity of- their Profeſlors,: diſcerning how 


much the ſenſual part of Mankind ftartles at the 
ſtritaeſs of 'Goſpel-precepts,. are” induſtrious to 
take off that diſcouragement, not by convincing 
them of the real divine ſweetneſs and plealantnels 
of - them, - but. by-debaſing and-accommodating 


them more to: the carnal appetite : 'Yet here Men 


proceed not all alike, ſome uſe Chrifts yoke, as 
Hananiah did that of Feremy, break it quite off ; 
others only eſſay to ſlacken and alleviate mag 

Ges: 


herexce to their Party: the infallible mark of Sex- 
tification, and that SanQification of Elejon, . do 
from'thence-proclaim to all who are > qualified 
5s: 13D 8 u}3 2 
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a genetal Jubilee and manurmiſfion: from the dvd 
evenof Chrift's as well-as Moſes's Law, or if 
of them allow it to remain an jrmpotent dire&or; 
yer-while they affirm that Goi'fees no ſur in Wy 
Ele, or if he do, beholds them'as a Father does 
the harmleſs fills of his Child; rather with ſmiles: 
thatiavger, they make' the vidletions of it'{o ſafe; 
that they are too ſure'to be' mitiy; and between 
abrogating and thus encrvating 2 law, the _ ; 
rente 1s merely verbal.” TT SHS bs 
"O'F-the ſcebh fre are (oats, who b Indulc 
gent. and partial gloſſes, ſeek t to moltifiet 0 ſeve- 
. Yiry of "Chriſts” commands.* "That eontrive For - 
their Clients tiot 'the meds of Obvying; 'but: the - 
arts of Eſcapin ph them: Like'the' wnjui? Stewart,” 
teach/their Lords'Debtors to-wite Fifty inflecd of 
# Hundred ; and detide Caſts deonfeience more 
accorditg: tothe intereſt and paſſions of Men, thai 
the nif.of Chrift” There 'ate' 3 evra: 'of 
Meriof whoſe Dexterity in t wh fm des 
n 


hes taken ſo much phe? Bo that T need-notnams 
them, a ot "of caſle Ce #iffs Who ſeem to have: 


ere Equity to'rclieve'Men againſd 
the” rfzour” of '; SE Law's; "agd there is lirtle 
orgs bt they ſhalt find endugh Yeady* to make 
| 1 love to be Cliriftians'as cheap 
= oo Kody thefefore will eloſe- with thav | 
>! which offers the" eaſieſt: reins: And'then , 

theſe ſpiritoal Plomeers dd thus enlarge" the 

be way, make-it 2 'road'as welFfor the Beaſt - 
Perks Man; the britiſh ſenſual, as well as rational 


Wroine Part of 8," no Wonder. though Sholes of 
Converts 
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Chapire. af + they enpate wh: nom il 3 


Converts: into them, - Buttis to:be con-/ 
fider'd-that all-this while this is winning Proſe- 
1ytes:tothemſelves,not to God ; the gaining them 
_— 'N pays Ar. 5.At lealt not to that pure. 
which the greg Author of 
nn nm has both exeinplified, and propes'd to 
us; for how much thatſutfers by thiswiy of pro- 
pugAit toges opinions,' 3s more-tlian-enough. 


Yet. fo ambitious are our-prime lea- 


| dots of ſuck :Trophies;' that in order to them ſome 
ate faid to aſcend yet: a-ftep higher, and beſides 


this. general encouragement: they give'to' Mens 
laſts by taking off Reſtraints, do: 1n: ſome: caſes 
attually fe grams and:, excite. them. 'For when 
they ſee-a- licentious: perſon whoſe a:que# they 
Judge beneficial-to their caoſe, they have: artifices 

menting; his riots;-do-not. i take off the 
bridte, /bubruſe:the;ur-alfo, hoping: that at the 


rebound) irechay*conduce: to their. Exdc If any 
think iti7i 


bleirirs ſhould do-f6;;::let them 
confiderthatiamong-one;yarious' Opinions ſome 
there are which ſell Heaven much cheaper than 
others :davey12thar /ellow: ſuch exfie; atroneirents as 
the mioſt'i babe gary need -notidefpair of ! 
and cthen''ehe: le means:to aſcertain 
fuch cocrtrarifide; is nor them to0 bad for 4 


_ other,15Boy when! a'Man'iis:'tefolute ——_— 


fens Shilechb loves,” -dnd! yet, un! 


ies , x ein fs 


hire c6 the: recohciling+ foe fo-diftair -inte- 
rotfs Fant ahoreſens Mg 368 malefattor :he"is; 
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the more/ſure he will-be'zo Jo te the horns of: this 
- Altaf; the nearer finking; the apter to catch at - 
| - theſe reeds; ſothat the Proje& 15 not- impolitith, 
though 1 God knows ſo-impiozs, that 'tis:muchsfit- 
ter forithe School of Machiavel' than of: Chrift; 
and ſeems to verifie that'imputation as $0 a part 

of C hriſtians, which Julizn once as falſly as ma- 
 liciouſly affixr-ypon the whole: that zherr Charch 
Was 4 Frowa plum rp fanttuary: for the mo#t.y 1054 TOME 
| an and protec __ towhioh'no > oth. 
religion! allowed! any Ex 2Tis prey ft | 
horrid-thatkcannot think 2x ae are many-conſciz 
ences ſo cauteriz'd by this fiery zcal-asito-admit | 
it,” yet that ſome have:done it, thereis:too much | 
certainty, and therefore*tis-no improper inftance 
. in our:prefent"arguinent ;: for-if Mens:eagerneff 
£0 ſupport their ſeveralfides,can tran{port:them 
to ſuch &rremprs 'as thiyſe;: ftis' ab t.-Evi- 
. dence'how-much Chriſtiarity loſesby theſe con- 
teſts of '\under-fattions;'! which' while ithey.'pre+ 
or to guard, doindoed imwvade her underher own 

ours: -, 

FEM U T-- beſides the faults: Men commir with 
this immediate:aver 100; 
there: are others: ic fly by on ud: elves 
under the-5kirt of its war mean{:thole Sizr 


of common life, which'zhdugh they pratend-yot | 


$o advance the'cauſe, yet'whep-aRted:by/aiJraler 
are thought-to be* ovetwhelm'd/þb v4 heroick }_ 
Piety:! wr ACAPIOTIe 9 2 Th elves ſo'much & 
work about others fairh;/ are feldam at leifiire to * | 
peg Gar preflins and ſo haro .0Q Way, 
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their Sins, and yet;loſe none of: their. confidence 3 


fo that-whea they have immerſt themſelyes.in all 


7 can: truſ} 
-\Droſs. 


4 : 


filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, th 
their-zeal: to refine» them from. all 


Sor does it only thus reconcilethem to'their own 


vices, but to other Meas alſo, whoſe moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities they can;;look-0n with. perfeQ parti. 
ence, nay. even. Atheiſts..it ſelf -can, have fair 
Quarter $4 They are not-much diſcompoſed .to ſee | 
Men. have-o Religion, 'tis only the having oze dif- 
ferent from their own-that awakes their indigna- 
tion; then like Sev when ſeiz'd 0n;by the evil 
ſpirit, they caſt about their Javekans,. think ng ri- 
gor: t00- great an ſuch a provocation; yet even 
_ they have intervals, and the very ſame per, 


| fons; who are thus at; odds. upon 2 7eligious,, can 


unite upon-a vitiows.account.. - Thole who mutu... 
ally:denounce damnation. to cach other, can with 
full accord combine in thoſe praFices which. will 
aſcertain-it to them both, as it they ſo much fear'd 


| tO have! their predid#ions..defeated, -. that the 


would: be.each others coxvoy to the land of, dark- 


|  neſ&:/Thoſe that will by no means meet at. the 


Charch,; know not. when to part at_the Tavers, . 
and though they will not joyntly-partake of the 


| Cup of the Lord, are yet very ſociable at the St 
= everers : | <5: 


poneny I 'mean- thoſe exceſſive! 'debauches, 
which are a"moſt -acceprable drink-offering to 


Toi pull 
home tit leads tele; bur'can hand in harid:r 


our Career it? the broad way of deſtruQtion. And. | 


t/ unevenneſs, theſe Mir 1 


doubtleſs this"! 
fenlds, and: "carnal endearments - berween,-- the 


Lodo: s tn the fare breaſtscould never be 


atifure: there-/wre multirudes thar afſert-the-con- 


Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeli- | 


cal covenatiris totall ainſt it: That requiri 
2nentire hers rey, 'and/ allowing: n — 


bs + t9/ the fins of the moſt knowing 
att pred but's preheminence in punifſbment, the” 


mg 'heaten* Wit mary _ And when *tis 


 efrawing us toa conformity with God, the impreſ- 
fog on —__ rater of his eternal goodecs = 
olineſs, 


choſe infernal! ſpirits. ' Have: wi not ſeen-many. 
whoſe diftait"* opinions tave' faftned upon: one 
ny =_ res Gow ns vos _ won - 
& Gop an the holy. | 
AnSthoſe who <3 ey 'on ths | 

Boy wy of ſet g up —_ Throne,' have yet-been. 
nz:down the Kzngs. Thus: 

oe ;aflls'one atiether:our of the #arrom; 


fame” perſons ;-this imperaoms zeal, and. as + 
als per im 


joe nd fo confidefitly on the ove; — 
think'it will-commute; \and-fatisfie for-the ocher. | 
 BiG& alas; How groundleſs a-Preſumption:this-i$, - 
_ tit whole: tenor” of the Goſpel does-abundaatly. | 
_ withe6. Hnalttlar xy enyarig where 1s there _ 
#i© leaft- clanſe importing flick an #nmwemiry? 1 


nfider'd that the 'end of a | yeligiow' is bur: the 


"Tanning frm Djs Chapax, | 


ee aus Tadttns ac. mud ar. co. amo - a Yo we Ya ., « Y | 6 A 


is, | Chap:11. 4 they engage upon tl Arts. 30g 


holineſs, *twill be as abſurd 'as' impious 'to-believe 
that our-zea/:to any Religion can abſolye us from: 
that purity which 'is the: end: and defign-of all. 
And while this is the wn Sr take to approve 
their piety, 'tis'no marvel to find ſo mary Chri- 
ſtians, and ſo-4zzrle Chriſtianity inthe: World ; 
for that is:not- tobe eſtiqpated:by the xumber of its - 


' profeſſors, but' by: their. obedience to its; Rules, - - 
roman rye pou 199w NN 


bee#r, will receive as little aavartage by it, as he 
ings honour to'it, and\how little that 19in re- 


( Sh : ſpe of its internal Efficacy, is I preſume compe- 
| tently evidenced. 17 oongd9 bc A, > _ 
BU T-that we: may-more:throughly.diſcern © © -.. 


* . 


how” univerſally deſtruQtive-our wreng/ings. are - 


_ te'ir, in all its concerns, let us a little:examine 


whether they do not endamape it ever” in're- 


ſpe&t of outward profeſſon alſo. / This may ſeem —=* 


a ſtrange Query to thoſe-who' think | 

about Religion; are . to defiominate- them the 
great co»f#fjors of the Age: | yet-certainly there 
s but too much ground-nor only: for the enquiry; 
but to reſdlve- tt 'in the afi&rwerive.. Anil if-it 
prove ſo, *rwill infer-but fadly to thoſe-who ha- 


| ving laid the whole fireſs of their Hopes upon 


their zeal to advance their Faith; will be found to 
have put 4 down more than they have built up. 
Now- Chriſtianity may in- reſpe&-of profeſſion 
decay two ways, cither it its hopes, or -in'its poſ- 
/eſſion, the one-in relation to Aliens, the other to 

ſceples, The firſt by hindring the acceſs of 
#ev Converts, the ſecond by {taggering or aliena- 


ff 


ting the'o/4, and both theſe ways ſhe. viſibly: aps | 
pears to ſuffer by our diviſions, And firſt if -we:| 
conſult.but our experience, if we truſt but-our- | 


ay 


ownobſervations, we cannot but confeſs that the. 


Goſpel has long been ata great ſtand: That | 


that Sun which' at its firſt arifing. was like Dis 
 - vid's, P/al. 19. ſurrounded the world 1n a vigorous. 
_ efficacious motion, is ſince become like of us's; 
Joſb: xo. x2. arreſted in its courſe :-nay like Hes: 
zekiah's; gone backward, 1/4.38. 8. Mahumetifns. 
Gf not Paganiſm) having long taken up'its ſeit 


in divers of the moſt flouriſhing Apoſtolick Plagi | 
tations. A ſad change, that fromthe daily and} - 
numerous acceſſion of the firft times;it ſhould now: | 
become akind of Prodsgte, 4 piece'of news, ſcarce: | 
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heard inan Age; that one ſingle Proſelyre is gain'd' | 


toithe Church ;; yet thatthus 1t is, is too obvious : 


- tobe denied. And'truly it is not much leſs aps | 


parent: that our diſſentions have in a great degree 

_ coatributedto-it. - For firſt, as: to the extirpation. 

ofthe 'Eaſtern Churches, he that ſhall examine 
_ the records of rhoſe times, will have cauſe to ſay, - 

their Jangling and:Diviſions wete not only. in a/ 

moral or divine, but even in a * oy ern ſence, 

the Inftruments of it: - The T»r+ only coming /in/ 


© at thoſe breaches which themſelves had made;nor | 


had their C2zd/eftick probably been removed, had 
_ they notfirft abug'dits /zght, to the ſetting them : 
ſelves'in Combyſtion... That the ſame cauſe has not 

yet had the ſame efe& among us, : is owing not'to. 


ies #n«pref to produce it, but to the admirable - 
petience and mercy of God, who yet withholds | | 


that. 
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i Chap. It. 44 they engage 'inpon' Il Arts,$&c. ; T_ 
| that fatal Judgment,. which we do our- parts to 
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linquiſh all; to oblicerate thoſe ative 
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pull upon our felves'; our. mutual” violences 


1 againſt one another herein unhappily combining; 


and-making one uaited force, againſt .us all--'Bur- 
though the d#viz2 goodneff hath hitherto ſo. conn» | 
termined our*rreathery to our ſelves; as:notito.. 


ſuffer us to-enjoy' that ſtate'of: darkneſs-we-have 


ſd courted, :yer-certainly our' comentions are x 
tremelyacceffary to the continuing/'it uponiothers; 
fail: of having that Property of the Pillar off fire; 


- Exod, 14.' of illuminating . and 'conduQting the - . 
. Tſraclites, yet too. much anſwer its othery/in be-- - ©- 
- coming c/oud and: derkneffi.to the oyprians; 
there being ſcarce any thing more apt to-inter--  - © 
cept the beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs from . + 
_ the Heathen world, every of thoſe /;zt/c encloſures” - -* 


our FaQtions have made in'the Church; becomin 


a great partition-wall to keep-other agar The 38 
'may be madecevidenit'in ſeveral reſpets. : Asfirſt, 


in relation: to''thofe many: wore} obliquities in 
which. our [eager diſputes 'do; (as hath-already _ 
been ſhewed) betray us, which cannot. but igive - 


ſo much- c«x4«l to any conſidering Man, that we” "| 


can ſcarce.hope any can turn to-us as-to-a better - 
R ligion, ' but will rather think -4t the Way"20-re- 


of Piety and Honeſty they brought with themin- 
to the world, ſo that if we expect any Proſelytes; 
it. muſt be only ſuchas would live morſe than mere- 
zature allows them, DI ILTNS f 


BUT 
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-BU-T-rhis though as importatitia conſiders. 
"rion agcan' well be, -Iſhall. not here inlift. on, ha- 
ving.in the pant 6 Seftion ven ſome inſtances 
how apt our Morediry is to defame. our Divinity, 
. andcoofirm men in Oppoſition tot. But though 
*thisbe:2 greas, yet 'tis not-the- only means. by 
doo r:'Difcatiors hinder the Wn grels of the 
Fs. K: Goſpel, Cer they d do mot oly- make Infidel leſs 
þ--_--” inclinable to: receive-it, but &-to propagate-it; 
| Thoſe :do fo buſic and engroſs-us, that there: is 
- -, © .neithe ws RON tft for this. Our ati 
RT © cir private. 96 " "Thae all-fuch foreign de- 
I > forgot. \Foi as in Civil, ſq in Ecclefiaſti> 
> +7 concerns, every -006-is more. Induſtrious: to 
=o advance Hi perkfie- intereſt chan that of the com- 
IP == every new Gpdbiogs ;No-Se# wants 
Wo tes to-propagateand diffuſe it;- but where 
e any that have the like cace-be the main 
\Chriſtian Religion, .which they have for 
hole karle Twigs and: Off- ſets. which they have 
_ Planted io their own: Gardens; how many ages 
-we look back.to find x Man that has:made it 
| kisbuline to:convert-[fde/s to the Faidh:? 'Tis 
chere-are ſome very magnificent re- 
 larioas of moders aremprs this way; of great-m- 
duſtry fome have us'd to bring:the moſt favage 
Nations ro:the obedience: of Chriſt': but if we 
"examine, / twill be obvious, the main defign was 
to ſubject them to themſelves. /T'was not ſo much 


their ys as their #erritories they invaded, 
and 
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- Chap tx. 5 they engage upon W Arts,&ic. 307 
and fch Apoſtles astheſe are ill —_ to-make 
S. Paul's profeſſion,2/Cor. x2. 16. I ſeek not yours 
but you. And the "ſucceſs of ſuch Eſſays have 
been anfwerable:to the motive; they have won 
. riches batinot:Souds;'\ :' The Goſpel i in one-hand and 
a\ſword 1 the other[has made: many feves;-but 
I fear few: Chriftians.- | Jndeed,: what 'ENCourage- 
ment. had thofe poor- creatures to receive:a-Re+ 
ligion from their Oppreſſors?: my ſhould they 
think thatthoſe who tortured and kilPd toys bo- 
dies, were 'really 'coneern'd to' fave their Souls? 
or that thoſe who-would not-permit them toen- 
joy What was their own, meant to hplpithem'ro 
any thing better ?:[And'white che Relieities of ano- 
ther world were recommended to:them only by 


1 ſ«ch;as had deprived them of 'albini z>4,wecanhoe 
wonder-at their /izrle appetite $6'embrace. theny 


ar-to find the oppreſt LHans proteſt againſt that 
heaven where the Spaniards are to-be their-coha- 
rome In ſhort,” this-is ſure-ſuch a method of 
angelizing, as too widely! differs' from that 

whe firſt planted'the"Church,-to be likely -to 
advance its: baſſe fo that notwithſtanding all 
pretences of this kind, we: may: refume our af- 
ertion,/ and conclude that our inteſtine diſtords 
(perhap ps-not thoſe alone): haveidiverted the Zeas 
his-more Chriſtian: undertaking, 'and-left'a 
great part of the world under that invincible Tg- 
norance S. Paz/ mentions, Rom. to.'14. How 
ſhall they (call on him, in whom they have not belie- 
Ved, aol how ſhall they believe-in him; of whons they 
on not heard ; at how ſhall they hear airdaas's PI 
preacher ? 
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heir con#trſien, and: that! is'by 


_ Maxim that 7-4 & always conſonant t0.itiſelf ;and 
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have -too' much:;teppretion; to! doubt of; Truth. 
He-that wandring ſhould: meet Company that 
offer to conduRt him to his:Journeys end, might: 
reaſonably inline. to. deliver hijnſelf .up 0' their 
goidance; but if he find them'urdag upd the. 
way, one Difputing for this,and another for that,: 
every om Mong apa all-but hisown ;. 
hs; would: ſure-retratt his confidence, and think 
they offer'd him, only more: variety of miſtakes;. 
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as. ether mens; And this-alas, ſeems to be; .too/ 
* exatt a parallel of, the/preſent.caſe ; we Chriſti-. 
_ ans:do fo mutyally. damn' ohe;another,' that a 
poor Tork or Heathen will think,. he rather m/ri- 
 phes.than-exns; his; Danger: by aſſociating: him- 
- . elf: with. us; for. there being ſo many parties, 
which foever he joyns himſelf tO there. wul be: 
abyadantodds againſt him z.-fo that if he could be: 
ſecur'd'the truth were among us, yet the great 
difficulty of - finding it out, would be ayery dil. 
heartening conſideration, - Beſides, Men love'in 
rranſaitions of great Importance'to have'as many 
and as. creaible Vouchers as may be, and upon 
hs ; See that 
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tos Miſchif5 erifng from Diſputes, Chap.ri }| 
tacher? and God knows whether we hays not Þ 
int provided. better” for their Excuſe than our | 


£jeaice to.;that ''Dofrine'-about- ' 


therefore where; they ice: fo little :anity _ ; 


reſolve it as fafe to truſt himſelf to his ove Ecrors' 
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- Chap. I. 4s they engage upon Ill Arts, &c. 309 
F that ſcore 'twill ſure be but a cold inducement to 
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any to turn Chri/tian, to foreſee, that when he has 
done ſo, he:ſhall be diſowx'd by far the greater 
part ofthat number, and that at his entrance into 
the Church, he ſhall be met with almoſt-as:ma- 
ny _Anathem#'s, 2s when, he was an Infidel. Nay, 
T.ſcarce know whether I may callit ancntrance 


into. the:Church,-or rather into a Comventicle, or, 


c 
e * 


particular Congregation, our Schilms and, Separa- 
tions having, hardly left a poſſibility of external 
communion. With the univerſal Church, fince the - 
Communicating with one part of it, does infal- 
libly Excommunicate from another. 'Fhus have 
we placed our | flaming Sword (tha h God 
knows ng. Cherub;m ) at the gate of our Paradiſe, 
and when God calls all men. to the waters fi c, 
our Contentions have made them like thoſe o 
Marah, ſo bitter and unpleaſant, as deters/and 
averts men'from.them: Which as it is. in the 
higheſt degree injurious to them, ſo is it contu- 
melious.to him, whoſe invitations are. by this 
means fruſtrated ; 'tis in ſome degree the evacu- - 


- ating one ofthe main purpoſes of Chriſts coming 
' Into the World, which was. to call men out of 


darkneffinto his marvellons light, and as He was 
thus ſent by his Father, ſo alſo were the: Jpoſtles 
ſolemaly commiſſionated by: him to preach to 
the Gentile world, who with. indefatigable in- 
duſtry and reſolute ſufferings purſued the 
charge ; and ſure this is competent evidence, that 
the deſign was of the greateſt and moſt weight 
unportance, and ſuch as can never be out-date: 7 
« X fl 


zro "Mebiefs ariſing from Diſputes,” 


till there ceaſe to be 0 pt, of it, Eames 7 


convert : And by that meaſurethe Lg 
- obftruAingir, Which if we would 
Lp what ſelf the moſt pdſſonate'? 


ie of ary atiy 

ail: on SY that” it infinitel) 2 hs 
all the S f teni to,. that 

cer ON "Church! abs BErk asthe Catholich 

S.: And Ei how confideritly ſoever he hath 

Canoe z'd his quarrels, they are: indeed but the 

orft fort of Heathens, ind: rye to JEPep out the 

better”. Yer beſides the milſchieft 1 

tion to thoſe that are wirkout, they arcextretmel 

| pert rnicious to thoſe that are within, and that no 

7 toſome one Seft, but like att wniverſal pot- 

ſor, that is equally deadly to the 'rnioft contrary 
comiplexions, t they operate on. the moſt di 

the of Profeſſors, the render and the' obdurite, 


the /crupalous and the profane. And firſt for the 


tender tremulous Chriſtian, *tis eaſie to diſcern 
| how much hemuft be diſtratted'and artiaz'd by 
them'; for while he 'hears' each Se& thunder 
out Dampation againſt each other, he cannor but 


be ſtartled at the danger of adhering .tq the wrom q 


andthough that may 'a-while excite his diligetice 
ro diſcover the right,. yet when be comes to that 
inqui ion, he wilt mect with ſo many, Polemiick 
zntricacies to entangle him, * that a er. "many 
turns, firſt to one fide, and thei” to another, he 
willbe a apt to think. the'only ha fo extricate him 
out of this labyrinth of many Religi , is to aban- 
' donald.” Nor i is this' mere ſfecols vol and Conje- 
fore, God knows we have. had* ſucc WE 
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der, that has the impudence.to talkof Truth, till 
zperſtition ends in Profanation, Godlinef, proves 
| Afpeiſm, and by havingbeeno any SetFs, at laſt 
\ havezo Religion. An 


Ne hoſe that 
ſhall Scandalizeany of. the little ;ones, twill. be 
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fo too, is a. Deception of which we have: neither 
record nor predzction, in Hay Writ,  and+4s..a ſu- 
| perfetarion of the ſpirit; of deluſion, peculiar to 
. thoſe who have placed their, own ſanCiity inthelſc 
eligious wranghogs, which ſerve to deſtroy it in _ 
- other men... , And as they thus ſerve. on, the: one . 
fide toſhipwrack the faithof theſe weak unſtable 
Souls ; {> do they 0n the other advance. the jmpir 
7 of the daripg finner; for. as they arg, Tempta- 
tion to. the one, ſo are. they, Pretence, and: Exculc 
tothe ather to. bid defiance to all. Rghgion. He 
460 X 2 ' "whoſe 


' whoſe diſſolute afeiions have fo long been cour- 
ting his #derfanding to turn Atheilt,” will fre 
not "loſe the 'advantage 'of ſo plaufible"an re, 1 
ment as our divifons-afford him ;* and: fince his 
Isfts engage him in an irreconcileable War againſt 
the pradtick part of Piety, he will moſt gladlyem- 
brace this occaſion of g_ againſt the Theory 
alſo: Somaking himſelf entire, and'extinguiſh- 
ing thoſe uneaſie regrets and lenge ariſing 
fromthe repugnancy of his /ife to his' belief. It 
were not hard to give a compendinm of theſe mieris 
Logick, and draw out thoſe Schemes of Diſcourſe, 
by which'from our differences in Religion they 
infer the diſcarding of all. But I fear theſe are 
already too well known, and where they are nor, 
I ſhould be loth to be'any mans InftryQor. This 
is TI am ſure too palpable, 'thar how fallaciows ſoe- 
ver theſe Reaſonings are, they have been very 
operative, as appears .by the 'number'of thoſe 
. «vowed Atheiſts among vs, who placing them- 
ſelves' iz the ſeat of the. ſcorner, give themſelves 
much pleafing Divertiſement by &tridizg our ea- 
| ger ſcaffles about that which they think norhing. 
fany man'thinks' that the Church is no. loſer by 
the defeQtion of ſuch Liberrizes, T muſt beallowed 
to diſſent from him: Forfirſt, there are examples 
. of the moſt vicious Perſons, that' havebeen redu- 
ced, and while they retain their Chriſtian be/ief, 
that lays ſuch undeniable obligations to good life; 
_ that whenever they reſume their- rea/on, they 
muſt take up verrue alſo” with it; {0 that there is 
anequal poſſibility of their being good, that there 
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is of their being rations: But when all-hope and 


| fearof a future eſtate is diſclaim'd, when, thoſe 


cords are broken which ſhould pullthem up from 


' the Dungeon, then, and not. before is their ſtate 


viſibly deſperate. , But beſides. this poſhhility of- 
recovering them, 'the dan ver of loſing orbers.js t0 be 
conſidered. Bold Arbe;fpn is like a_raging Peſ:- 


lence, which taints the very Air, ſo thatthpſe im- 


pious  diſcourſings. which are the effects, of ſome 


' mens Vices, .may be the ceu/e. of others ;, and we 


to0 often ſee that thoſe who aſcended themſelves 


by degrees, doin an inſtant advance their Proſelytes . 


to the height of Irreligion, as APPear, by: the 
ſtrange proficiency of ſome, whoſe. Years allow 
them not to. havearrived to-it otherwiſe than 

Saltum. . And.ſurs this ſpreading Contagion has 


' beenſodeſftruftive to. the Church, that.it were 


to be wiſht,. the mere- titular, Chriſtians, had ra- 
ther remain'd. ſuch, than thus to have. averted 
others from being ſo much, . ; Ss 

\, AND nowitall theſe ſcandals be worth our 
Tegret, [if the emboldening and exaſperating the 
bag, the corrupting the innocent, and the decay 
of Chriſt poiſon conſequent to both, be for- 
midable Evils, we know where tocbarge the guile. 
.Our contentions. muſt; be arraign'd as: acceſſaries 
if not principals in the caſe : And then ſureit will 
befit our angry Zealots to conſider, whether this 
be the way of advancing Gods truth, or what ac- 
count they will give to the Lord of the Vineyard, who 
while they pretend to dreſs and prune the brar- 
ches,” .do thus. debilitate and deſtroy the roots. 
of, X 3 * Nar, 
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Nay, indeed inthisthey are treacherous even to 
givns Wifich they" ſo tenderly "cheriſh, have no 
proper-#60t of their own, 'but like Excreſcencies, 
Tpridg'6utof the '4#n Pock'of Chriftianity, live 
by juice and moiſture, and conſequently, can 
abvertiops to ſurvive it. And then certainly, 
there can be nothing More ridiculous, than ro 
expreſsrhieir kindneſs 'to the ove, by ways that 
ate ruinous to the other. *Tis as'if a Paſſenger 
4n'/aſhipſhould, tofortifie his oy tear 
upthep/anks and expoſe the whole'Veſſel to fink- 
ing : Yet thus prepoſterouſly do 'many of our 
_ ehief Pilbts apply ' their care. In the mean'time, 
it*cariner/but be'a 'very rey rn eh. war t 
. grand'Enemy of Souls, to ſee us thus buſily pro- 
mot Re epref lay ſnares for'our ſelves, 'and by 
our'own folly do that which all his /zbt#lties could 
nevercompaſs. Nor can we think but hewill be 


as officions to us as is poſſible, while we are thus 


etfipleyed, will help"us to'contrive' our Turrers, 
whillt he ſees we pluck: out ones from the four: 
dation to build them with; nor ſhall we ever want 
new #0dels of Churches, ſo long'as they thus help 


toeftroyrheold 3 and how aptly” they are fitted 


forchat"Purpoſe, needs" Tſuppoſe') "no farther 
Demonſtration. 2 CLP ry: 
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retetifions,” for *all thoſe ſeveral reli- 
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4 Survey of the Miſcbiefs' ariſing from Diſputes, in 


- reference to Civil Peace, . _ 

| N'D now fire we cannot but conclude 
"our Coptentions highly injurious to Chri- 
3 ftiariry, that thus aſſault it both 1n the 
rattick and Theory : And indeed. how; fierce ſo- 
ever our quarrels are with one another, the heavi- 
eſt blows are.ſure to fall on/that, which as in its 
conſtitution is of the moſt Pacifick temper. imagi- 


able, { it has the coninion fate” of reconcilers to 


ſuffer from all parties. 'But Godlineſs having the 
promiſe a well of this life as of that which is to come, 
it often happens that there, is ſuch a conſent be- 
tween our ſþiritua/and//eru/ar, Concerns, that the 
Miſchiefs that” oppreſs the. oze. do: refle&t on the 
otber: And indeed Religion when intireand uni- 
ted, 'is one of the beſt bonds 'of Czvil as: well as 
Eccleſiaſtical Peace, ( as even thoſe atreſt, who de- 
Tying all other, ends of it, .do yet admit it, a uſeful 


' State-engine ;) , from whehce *tis. conkequent, 


thar the 4;#4ionsand diviſions in that mult have 
proportiotiably a contrary influence, and infet 
communities with Diſcord, Tumult and Diſor- 
rg AOEUSIS 38 efec# with which T think not 
viſit to brint” up the 7c of the foregoing Mil- 
chiefs, it being 'not {0 purely Secular, as not to 

PD es | X 4 ſuit 


ſuit out preſent ſubjeQ; for outward order and 
#nity can never: be ſo innocently diſturb'd, but 


that Chriſtianity myſt bg wounded in it alſo'; And 


beſides, it may perhaps obtain more conſideration 
_ than the former, as being of a nature wherein the 
generality of men will think themſelves'the moſt 
concern'd ; for though there be many that can 
look on the ruine both of Chriſtian praQtice and 
profeſſion, with Galio's "indifference,. Ads, 18. 
T7. and care for none 'of thoſe things, yet-when 
the ſiege draws cloſer, when they find themſelves 
'begirt'in their worldly interefts, and that the 

ame Delugerhar overWhelms Churches, may bear 
down Palaces allo,: perhaps they may think the 
matter not ſocontemptible. And brlt, as to the 


truthof the obſervation, the World has too long 


_groaned under. the Experiment to. need-farther 
proof. That -bitterneff which firſt tainted the 
waters of the Sanituary, hath from thence diffus'd 
it elf into our common... treams, . and like the 
AEgyptian Plague, left”, none uncorrupted ;” For 
whether 'we.look- upon 
. hoods, Kingdoms, any the /c2ft, or.any the great- 
eft Societies, we find the miſerable Trophies of 
our holy' Wars, in FaQtions and Confulions ; I 
would Icould not fay Rapine and Bloud alſo. For 
- the rf oftheſe, thedomeſtick Jars caus'd by dif- 
rent, Opinions, the I»/#ances are aumeraus, or 
rather innumerable, which our owz ageand nation 
afford. us. , How, many Servants. have on. thi 
ſcorebeen at dehance with their Maſters? Chil- 
frenwiththeir-Paxents ? Nay, Wives.with their 
fore eo Bee 


- 
- 
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ook- upon . Families, - Neighbour- 
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Ppy; force. is therein 


upon the: ruine: of his-Kzzgh;. and: 


to yerifie his preſage-by breaking [his command. 
Andas the Oeconomical order and peace is thus 
diſturb'd, ſoifhe that miſſes quiet at home ſhould 


Izek for it abroad, he will ſoon, find himſelf difap- 


' pointed, and diſcern that as the /acieries; grow 


reater, ſo do-the diforders alſo, and that private 
ſtrifesdo as much combine to. make parties and 
faitiens, -as families do to: make Cities and Corpo- 
rations.* By this means that mutual communica; 


tion, by which the Members of civil bodies ſhould 


not only benefit one: another, . but ſecure:the 
whole, is interrupted, and mea live not as »eigh- 
bours, but ſpies, always upon. deſigns: of Entrap- 
ping and Enſnaring-;. for while they look-on:one 
another as: exemies. to God, they: think that. re- 
{cinds all obligations of friendſbip among them: 
ſelves, and whea Religion: bears ;the' | Standard, 
the Warwill be-concluded-neceſſary and habent 
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abls. But thought be in 6 a 

ſirether>#fe Toine; 'who'mitke it realy 

foras in thoſt 'Ohw A the) reater. Numb xn pl 

rated rather Þy '*than-concern for 
To here, no ak ts *themſelves uns 


deriotie Varry, that << retence'to 
n thereft,” And to oe; veral very 
commodious Axioms have been ' kan up. As 


that No faith i to be kept with Hereicks ; that Do- 


minions founded in Grace, RC. by fuch meafures 
asthele the goods of the "By pics become law- 


es 5 and tndeed they may be call'd i in 


notion we vulgarly' aſe 6 it oe A + or and er 
res as Chri 


defites Nathaviel, Foh. 1. 47; without gitile : For 
having thus' conſecrated their frauds, and found 


Ni; to any, that} RI th call, thertiſelves 


anexpedient of ſerving God and Mammos' roge- , 


ther, there is.no piece of deteireither too big, or 


 eo6little for them-; no tranſaQionis ſo important, 


which can oblig their fidelity; 'none fo trivial as 


to diſcourage. 'their Yapine: Opportunity is.the 


only meaſureand'rule'of their 'attemprs, by this 


 mieatis:no Obhigation of Contraft, no Laws of 
Commerce can eſcape unviolated ; every thin ng 5 ; 


lawfal that tay weaken-the wicked, and: 
ezahwhich makes men Saints in the: Church bt 
Conventicle,” can make them Thieves in the' Shop 
or pt pr 7h $is Piety madean Engine of ra- 
fe religious riots, all boundaries 


| Oo evich h Career Bead Equity have fenc'd mens di- 
ſin properries,” are thrown ' down-: "And wy 
this | 


a — m— 
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this'is a moſt carnal conſtquent of our ſpiritual 
debates, and bids fair towards the reducing us to 
that ftate ofcommon Hoſtility,. which ſome-tave 
pharicied to be the Original condition of mankind ; 
For it renders commerce ſo dangerous, that men 
may within a while think ir. {afer to-trult their 
own Regs, than to the-ſhelter, of thoſe Laws 
and Civil compatts, which they ſeeſo- avowedly 
evactared, And uponthis account, though the 
Tnjury,be immediately done to provare perſons, it 
becomes a publick miſchief: yet alas, thele are 
but the more moderate efe##sof our Difſentions ; 
they afford more expedite and competidious ways 
of publick ruine > the defrauding or one 11+ we 
of a" few. Neighbours, are pe/fy prizes for thoſe 
that think they have the ſole” right to/the Crea- 
rure, and are thoſe Meek who are to inherit the 
Earth, and every ſuch acqueſt only ſerves to 
-. fleſh-them for a'farther chaſe,  'The oils.of a 
broken Kingdom will afford ſomething... worth 
the ſcrambling for : And nothing more 7 to break 
#*than a' pretence of Religion, which like the 
Ponerhat ſmote Nebuchaduezzer's Image, has ſhi- 
vered the'moſt goodly Monarchies. ond ACcor- 
dingly, we ſee no Engine is more conſtantly usd 
by men/ of Seditiouis ſpirits, to Yiſturb and ſuh- 
vertGovernments; Indeed there can be-nothing 
ſo advantageotiſly fitted for the-purpoſe.” 5For 


ſhout uch perſons unmaakcheirdyl, antitew 
| King of a K;2aom" merely to ef SI then elves 
In acondition of wealrh and'grandeur, tHe new 
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meplligg of Government oly that. they, mighs 


# 


ſhape their, own, ſhares in it, - 'twere impoſſible 
they. ſhould "find any abettors ; for though the 


+ 


yet "tis not on Intuition of benefit to ſome privare 
&ſpns, but of ſomewhat wherein chemſelves may 
rtake': Nor is even the madnels of the. people 


.take offall 
eputation of 


%\ 


t from being. j«dee 
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mi/chiefs are not only great but incarable, and.yet 
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witifude are always in preparation for, change, 
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the more ſoby how much the petſoii is niore zea- 
 lous. For alas, what will it avail totell ſuch aman, 
 *tis afin tofight agninſt his s :when he will tell 


you "tis a greater not to fight for Mis God : That he 
corittaQts a heinows guile 1n violating; the peace of 
the Church, when he with as great confdetice 
believes, he merztsin propagating its truth That 
he is accountable for the '#/oud of his Brethren”; 
' Whenhe thinks he has like the Levires, Exod. 32; 
conſecrated himſelf in-it, and'offer'd it 'an ace 
table ſacrifice to God. © Thus unhappily are the 

men fortified in their #9, by preſuming ittheir 
. Vertue, and while the furious zeal df ſuch is made 
ſubſervient to the wicked crafF of others,” tis a moſt 
apt inſtrument of publick Miſchief; there being no 
attempt fo deſperate, which'{ johns not be put 
upon, who are methinks us'd;as F owibal is faid to 
have done thoſe 'Oxen, whoſe hors he firſt fired, 
and'then ſent them to difturb "the Roman camp : 
Theſe mes as thoſe beaſts are found very uſeful for 
the moleſting of others ; but commonly all'they 
acquire to themſelves, is the /marr of their own 
flames, Few of thoſe who thus in the ſimplicity of 
their heart follow an Abſalom or a Sheba, that do 
not either miſcarry togetherwith the deſig, or 
elſe live to diſcern'how much their creduliry was 
abuſed ; and that both re/igio» (however preteh- - 
ded')and thoſethat fought tor it;''were only made 
Properties to promote the _ of thoſe who deſp1- 
ſedboth. Bur 'tis unneceſſary to inſift farther on 
theefe#s of ſuch religious Fury, of which we of 
this Nation have had {o many and fo coftly eviden- 


ces, 


”. 
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ave been. writ: in blow 
ve been; made hn oy 
few mens backs, any we A 


can never wrt Occaſion to themthat (in the {po- 
F5-5y fre Occaſnn: The lghoft 
persn ſs Ch PINE: calf ein moſt apt 
(when, = ambitious deſigners ), to 
tan; #7 tver ſal P rk in. the. Common-wealt! 
ne % lg £ thout ro ge theſe 
muſerably perverted eff a Relig 
that char which:was es of Cho moſt zwzol BY 
baxdaf unity, widhkethoſ curles.of entan led 
with which Erinxys 1s: ug to have infurir 
ated Athemas andIno, hecuweghe e fatal incend; 


of the, nuortalleſt tharred. T08 any Fs Caray which 
' was meant torrgzw/ate, ſhould.be the Toftr 
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2 Goſpel of Peace ſhould thus be made the Incen- 
toe to war, and create fiercer.. uarres. than | 
. thoſe it. was/ to have com s'd. 0 turn” the 
rrher: of God into wantonnef, 5s Fahy branded as & 
ext Crime, but ſure to an it; 7x20 malice is 
yet a greater. And = every fin offers violence 
des religion, yet thzs is of all:;qthers, the moſt 
F Tt thus to make it Aflaſſipareit ſelf,” be- 
Erie kind of Fo ae ſe, and" contribute. to Its 
wn ruine: A d' that this i IS the pol is.F pre- | 
£5 Fane Tufficiently evident in alf't heh oh fr 
| Fances, 'which as they are moſt obv1o! ee 
our eager: Diſputes, fo are. they ” Bo Je! : 
| vilibly " deftrutirue'to Chriſtianity'"in all 'its in- 
bee leave it. neither 700 Hor branch, neither 
v5  Vigor, "nor ourward Luſtre ; foat once ren- 
abing i it both infertite and Re "F'was 'a 
ece of hoſtile Severity againſt "Moab, to fil the 
and by ſtones, thereby to render. it barren, 2 Kings 
Ig. The flingers went about, and {mote jt: 
ut what that Taffered from Wore eſt Enemies, the 
Church daily ſuſtains from thoſe that” call them- 
ſeves her beſt '/75exds. Our Benjamites are foin 
love with their skill-of flingin NR hairs breadrh, 
their" nice Criticiſms, D DA 10ns, and Subtil- 
ties, "have caſt abroad ſo many ſores of coprention, 
= the Church'is become &* quarry, utter- 
feril and ruitfal, 'as to afl thoſe good- works 
| ts the produQtion whereof ſhe vas fo peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated. by Yod';” nay, *twere 
well if barrenveff were the We >, and that ſhe 
had for on the other lide \acehtir'd an unhappy 
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not oy with the paſfoxs, but intereſts of men 5 
two ſuch potent Abettors as. will buoy. up the moſt 
forlorn cauſe. Thetruth is, there are many ſ#6- 
terraneons ſprings which feed this Ocean, and 
though religion and piety; be on all hands de- 
murely prevented, yet\ as wehave ſeen the effe#s 
of our debates very diſconſonent to ſuch a;Pro- 
feflion. ;. 10' if we examine the. originels and 
cauſes, we ſhall find them for the moſt.part as 
widely diſtant. - It may not be amiſs to: take 2 
ſhort view of ſome of them ; for though I cannot 
hope the di/covery of the Cauſes will contribute 
| tothe general cure, yet periape it may prove 4»- 
tidote to ſome particular perſons; who. will be the 
leſs apt toadmire the verdure of the /caves (the 
flouriſhing appearances of zea/ and pzety) when 
they find both frie and root of ſo. poiſonous a 
quality. 3 Wo o OINY 


CHAP XL 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; and firſt, 
Pride. oe: bf 


- ND in this inqueſt we find Pride al- 
#7 ' ready arraigned to our hands, by. the 
£4 wiſeſtof Men, Prov. 13. 10. Ozly by pride 


cometh contention. It is: indeed a moſt prolifick 
vice, and there are few ſis to which it is notet- 
ther a parent or nurſe : but there is ſcarce any 
"; Bk Y bs 'which 
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which does more: betray: its immediate deſcent | 
from it than this of /frifeand debaze, 'which has {0 


many 'of the' /ineaments and features of the. de; |- 


 form'd Mother, as-ſufficiently atteſt its extre 
#ion.” And as this- is true of al firifes io gene 


{d particularly- of hoſe whereof we now | | 


treat: ' for Pride ms. Bag felf an-/internal ſin; 
it has fach a neighbe | 
and ſpeculations of the mind, that it eaſily makes 
. . Impreſſionson ther : : Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacredneſs of divine things is not /Arwlct. 
er Yagainſt-its Charms, when we-remember. 
.. thatthe' fr a& of Pride that ever was commit- 
ted, waslevelled even at God himſelf; and as it 
took up its firſt ſeat in a ſpiritual ſubſtance, ſo. 
has 'it ever ſince, never ated more naturally, and 
therefore more- vigoroufly,, than about- ſpiritual 
matters. Ofthis the Church in all ages has had” 
many coſtly Experiments; for if we trace the. 
Catalogues..of Hereſics. from Simon Magws his 
'days down to our own, we ſhall find Pride a 
principal Ator in- every Scene, though perhaps in 
various dreſſes. For though Pride bealways in the 
general" an. affeQation of fome tranſcendency, 
et it diftersas to the particular obje&, accord- 
10g to: the ſeveral eſtimates men make of excel- 
lencies. So that | the propugners of new Opini- 
ons, though they have this common. aim, that they 
ſeek their own exaltation, yet do not always doit 
in the [ame inſtances. For 'example,- [ome have 
coveted the repute of profound Inquiſitors, and this 


Vanity has prompted them to dive-ſo deepinto | 


the 


F 


with allcthe notions | 
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| the bowels iowa the: plainefs doctrine, tl at 


laftithey have: and-: eftangled: them into 


- 


the moſt © perplexing ' difficulties. Theſe Naviga- 


ror5think they have never faiFd ſucceſsfully, vill 


| they have found out (a Terre Tncogrita, —_ 
God knows they' bring” nothing; from- thence tc 

the benefit of the habitable world; nor make it 

- their buſineſs to: reſolve: Doubts, but! far? them. 


Another fort of Tfien thereare' of fo faitidious and 
perulanc wits, that they: difdain-.an opinion of 


which themſelves are not the 4wthors ; they love 


Not-to have thetr underſtandings prefcrib'd to, by 


the preconceptions of others, how divinely foever 


mſpir'd, andwill rather have a Religion oftheir 


amw- making than of his' whom: they pretend to. 
worſhip.” ' And'this, 'tis tobe doubted, is the bot--. 


tom” of the great veneration: forme have paid to 


'Reafon, which they bave ſetupin'the Throne, not 


only in defianceof 6/ind implicit aſſent, buteven 


of divine revelation. But in the mean time'tis 


to'be obſerv'@&that *tis not 'reaſon iz gexeral, the 
common excellency of our nature that is thus 


advanc'd, butevery mans own private and ixdi- 


viauel; which upon a juſt ſcanning will often be 


found: the moſt diftant thing ' from what it is 


call d ; Pfiox and Phaney, by that omnipotent 
advantageof being a mans own, often paſſing for 

\diſconrfe and ratiocination: and what a fruit- 
ful:harveſtof Tares ſuch ſeed:is apt to produce, 
ourreaſor; would inform us if our experzence did 
not. To theſe we may add azother rank of men, 


who vehemently thirſting after a ame in the 
FT Ai 
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328 | Of the Cauſes of Diſputes 3 Chap.13 | 
world, hope to acquire that by _ the 4iſemt 
t | 


'ators Of novel mes; they while they 


£001 in the' beaten track, they ſhall be obſcurd'| 


1n the Throxg ; the only way to make themſelves 
'conſpicuous 1s to be fingular : Thus fondly chw- 


fing to beeminent, —_ by the-infamous Cha- 
Ta 


ers of Heretickor Sc 


that fired Diana's Temple to ſecure himſelf from 
oblivion ) build themſelves Monuments of the 


Churches puine : and ſure this Theudas his 'ambi-| 
tion of being ſome body, has help to raiſe more 


rat than he did ex. Yet commonly it:an- 


wers iteven in that circumſtance alſo; for when 


by ſeparating themſelves from 'the unity of the 
falh; ebay have rendred themſelves EY 
their next aim is to have others joy to them ; 


1o they 'may have the honour of being -/eaders, 
care not though it be into the ditch; To be calld 


of men Rabbi, Rabbi, is enchanting Muſickto 
any Phariſee, and ſerveslike the Timbrels in To- 
phet to drown the cries not of their Ch:/drex, but 
 Mothers\ſcorching in the flames of. their conten- 
-tion. Indeed ſo impetuous and uncontroulable is 


this kind of vazity, that like a mighty torrent, it 
bears down all before it, overwhelms not only the 


;ſmatick, . and ( like him | 


oppolite wvirtzes, but.even all vices that are not} 


of its'own confederacy. Men can in this caſe 
lay ſevere reſtraints upon their moſt intimate 
ſenſualities, when they fuſpeQ them zreacherow 
to this grand Deſign. The Wolf ſhall be muz- 


led and made to behave himſelf with the meek-| 


'neſs beſeeming the Sheeps cloathing. ny 
| a 
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ſhall be waſhtand by an unnatural violence with- 
held from the mire : All their rapacious and be- 


.| ftial apperites 'controuPd and made tame, - that 


they worry not-their reputation. And all this for 
alittle naked.popwlarity, for whoſe dear purchaſe, 
yery many-have thought fit to diveſt themſelves, 


| both of lawful and unlawful exjoyments;;/and have 


thought the tumultuous applanſe of a few: faCti- 
ont {ities worth' all that /e/f-denial. -But- all 
Pride is not-ſo-perfetly Camelion as: to ſubliit 


- pponthis vere air, there is another kind of it that 


[5 ge to it ſelf ſomething beyond this : ſuch 
1s: the affeQation of rule and dominion, 'which 
though in reſpe& of any:real good to the ruler, - 
isas very.a Chimera as' the former; yet common- 
ly they that are under ſuch a Fari/di&ton, find to 
their colt 'tis more than Imaginative. And God 
knows this aftiring humour bas been no: leſs fa- 
tally active in Ece/efiaſtick than in Civil affairs; 
nor has the Church ever beenin more danger of 
Anarchy than by thoſe who moſt. impatiently co- 
veted a ſharein its Government; for where this 
Tpicit of Ambition is the Impellent, it does like 
the Demoniack in the Goſpel,- burſt aſunder all 
fetters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 
Qrine and- diſcipline, nor is any: attempt too 


- bold for men thus animated :: : They who lon 


to be in authority think the door opens not quic 
enough for their entry, and impatient of 1o te- 
Jdious - an expeCtation, chuſe rather to'-make 
breaches in the wa{/s (nay ſometimes to under- 
mine the foundation) than to want an' acceff to 
Y 3 their 


their Deſires. Neither is there: any thing ſoſi- 
cred,” which upon this occaſion they cannot pro: 
ſtitute ; when Drorrephes, 3 Joh.g ſeeks prehemi> 
nence, ithe DiQtates even of an Apoftle ſhall be re; 
jected; andeven the Divinity of Chrz#, God bleſſed 
for ever, be trampled on; when: Aw wants a |. 
footftvol-to climb upto his affected greatneſs. ' In 
a word, if we: Examine the: occurrencies of all 
ages;: we ſhall find that either the Eagerneſs of ac 
quirizg,, 'or the Revenge of miſo diguities, have 
-been the:great 7»fizators.of Eccleſiaitick /Beuds; 
and; ſure;bur Moder ftogies, ' are 'not likely tg 
fall ſhort of the Anciexr,. in; examples of: this 
kind. And as Pride :makes ſome thus ' paſha-. 
nately deſirous of rule, ſoit makes 0:hers as impa;. 
_ tient of being ruled, and eveni thoſe: who'cans 
not hope to arriveto:give Laws, will not endute 
to bender thoſe already eſtabliſhed. | That his 
is indeed the Chriſtian /5berty for: which many in_ 
our days have ſo 'unchriſtianly contended, is too 
. apparent, the fundamental quarrel has been againſt 
ſubjettion:: Yet 'to: countenance and-abet rhat, 
wholearmies of frivolous cavils. have been rais'd, 
and the Charch attacqued in every its remorteſt 
concern ;-and though there be.nothing. farther 
from that unity of mind, to which the fimile was 
firſtaffixr, 'yet in a perverſe .ſence' it imitates the 
Ointment Ic Aaron 1n deſcending from the head th 
the skirts of the cloathing : not only the ſupreme 
and more eminext parts, but the moſt /Grght exe | 
trinfick and. inferior relatives to Religion being 
aſperſt and depraved ; and the moſt iznocent Cir- 
KK | | cumſtances 
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eumſtances of Civil. or. Natural aQions made. cri- 


- minal, when: applied: to: Divine »things: A. - 


ſtrange ; inzfedive . power, . which theſe:men have 
conveyed into Gods ſervice,.:that it mult thus pol- 
lute every. ithing. that approaches-it. : That:the 
place where his Honour \dwells,: :mn{t become a 
Peſt bouſe, and diffale contagion. to all-init (1 
wiſh by the way their! Satriledge; had; notbeen 
too.valiantin delpilng the ;Danger: of thoſe :##- 


| fefted atenſils,” which may \perhaps fadlyoverific 


the reproach, and prove treacherows prizes. )\And 


_-when/mens zeal. operates thus unkindly, when 


the pretence: of' /nternal. ſanitity devours' all: out- 
ward decency,..and God isto be honoured and-exal- . 
ted. by thoſe ways, whereby mes would! think 
themſelves. affronted, iand , vilified;;-. we have too 
great reaſon to think ſuch'a zealas littleraccordin 
togoalineſſas knowleage, and that it.is:notſomu 


' the rendernefiof their Conſtiences; no:nori-gene- 


rally the weatxeſs of their, Brains, but the-lron þ- 
#ep in. their Necks, -which makes -them/ at once 
ſo ſcrupulous, and ſo clamorous ; for though the 


' former. might beſuppos'd owing to Error,' the /a- 


ter can ſurely proceed from nothing.but: Pride. 
Several other inſtances might. be:given to ſhew 
how 'that pernicious temper : has. contributed to 
the riſe and firſt being of our diviſions ;' and-ha- 


' ving thus given them birrh, it does not like the 


Oftrich abandon its brood, but has as great anin- 
fluence in the cheriſhing and maintaining, as it had 


In creating them. Of this there need no- other 


-proofthan the mere ature of Pride, which as it 
b 75:32,” Hours 
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averts nothing more- than ſe//-condemation ; io | 
upon-pain . of that appearance, is irreverfibly 
engag'd/in _ purſuit of RN ings 
any deft ing being 'interpretatively a's n» Ei- 
aber an Letorden: Drvent, both which arein- 
| table :toan-afſuming temper':' $0 that be-' 
fides the.original incentives forementioned, it has 
this of 4i/axzn ſuperadded” to aCtuate irts' motions, 
And actordingly wefind they are at this rebound 
the more! violent, not -only the ſucceff,” but the 
credirof the: firftenterprize depending-upon a vi- 
gorous proſecution: So that  Carilines Maxim of 
Killay.leems tohave beenadopted into fome mens 
- In think paſt Crimes areonly to be 
ſecur'dby more and greater. Nor 1s- it only hope 
zoatclieve their defgn, or hide their ſpamewhich 
 2thiisiagimates'them, : deſpair: will do' it. to a yet 
| Ioas. ' Our Concupiſcible and Trafſcible | 
appetiresdwell not:ſo remote, but they are ready 
telervesto one another,” and what was deſire in 
thepurſuit, becomes axger and revenge in the dif 
appointment ; and ſure:we need 'not-be told- the 
-wildeffeas. of thoſe -paſſions. How 'many men 
Havein af#rions deſpatr over-aQted even their own 
\projetts, and have made it a malicious conſolati- 
con in'their ruine, to get it attended with that of 
-the publick? As Herod, who to ſecure a lamen- 
.#ation at his death, commanded a Maſſacre ſhould 
accompany it, or ( to give a more Eccleſiaſtical 
inſtance ) like Aeri-s, who ſought the aboliſhing 
.of that order 'in the Church, whereof himſelf 
could not partake. I wiſh no mans Corfciexce in 
| our 
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our-days' were qualified to ſuggeſt a freſher ex- 
ample.” But whilſt tis ſo many ways we 

of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
it ſo ſluggiſh or uninduſtrious an gex?, as not|ro- 
find out expedients for its purpoſe. ' T ſhall' nox 
attempt to give'a particular of its 7nftruments, 
when I have ſaid that” Sch;/9>"is'one of them; I 
need not” add more, ſince that alone ſerves both. 
to Fomplete and- perpetuate the Miſchief of all 6ur 
ſpeculative diflentions: How" cloſe 'a: Band of 
concord the communicating in holy duties is, we 


' - maylearn by Jeroboarm, who ſeems ſo well to have 
, underſtood its unitive efficacy, that he durſt nor 
truſt the newly divided Tribes in a joynt reſortto 


the” Temple ; and therefore'leſt 'the 'rupture he 
had'made' in'the 'State ſhould 'cloſe again,” he 
thinks it neceſſary tomake e»9htrin the Church, 


_ . and ſecure his defeQtion from' his Prizce, by that 


from his God. - But we need not borrow a reſti- 
»o0ny from that his impious'Policy,we have a more 
Authentic atteſtation from the holy P/almift, who 
when he would deſcribe the greateſt entirenefs, 
Exemplifies it by the wa/king to the honſe of God as 
friends, Pſal. 55.14. And the Apoſtle gaes yet 
higher, and from our common particrpation of the 


Euchariſt, infersnot only our #»toz, but our i»- 


corporation. Webeing many are one bread, andoxe 
body, for we are all partakers of that. one bread, 
1 Cor. 10. 17. And then ſure we may on the con- 
trary conclude, that our ſeparation muſt have the 
quite diſtant effeAs;- alienate our affetFions, and 
by that means ſtill more eftrange our Judgments. 
£ "or 
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For belides that cenararal to.men to thinkithey, 
c2n.neverTun far enough from;that they begin.to 
loath, theyare, 24 va, own.defence to pp 

the 4ffererces, that they may; acquit themſelves 

_ fromthe ſcandal. of a caulglels ſeparation; and 
this God knows' is the uſual Method among us, 
when we have broken communion, our only ftudy 
oor ot how to7epuir, but juftifie it. The adverla- 


- 


ries Tents. are rigoroully ſcanned;. new. Charges 


exhibited, and. the, Schiſr defended upon. theſe 


later diſcoveries, which -were. no motives to the 
making it... And then fure no man can doubt but 
this 454 proper may,. both to, multiply and Eternize 
diſputes; and.'tis 6 Vo ie dt. that-vani- 
ty:and elation'of 'mind is the. cauſe that Men thus 
+ prefer amiſtaken reputation, before.their own in- 
nocexae, Or the. Churches, peace... Indeed 1f we 
chroughly conſiderit,. we ſhall; find Pride is one 
che fatalleſt; inſtruments of. Excifion, the two-- 
caga ſword by which adverſe parties do mutually 
cut, themſelves from: one. another. The. yery 
clements and. conſtitutive parts 'of a Schilmatick, 
being.the . Eſteem. of himſelf, and the Contempt of 
others. . . 1 am not us this Publican, was, weknow, 
the voice of the.-praud Phari/ce, whoſe very name 
jignihes ſeparation,. and our modern Separatiſts do 
but Echo the ſame note, when they pronounce 
all thoſe Herezica/or Carnal from whom they have 
withdrawn.. . Or erbaps they derive from a yet 
more ancient preſident, thoſe of whom the Pro- - 
phet E/ay ſpeaks, .E/ay 65. 5. which ſay, Stand by 
\: 9y ſelf, come not near me, for I am holier than thou ; 
| an 


| 
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an Infolent kind of language, which the Canhortin 


the primitive times did not- '\more exattly"rran- 
ſcribe, than many Sec#s of differing denotinati- 


ons havedone in'owrs. But ”ris to beremembred, 


that while lie: Phariſee lookt {o faſtidiouſly on 
the poor Pablicus,' he. renoun&d communion 1n 
prayers much moteiacceptable chan his own ; and | 
thols refined Zyelots, who fear'dcorragionfrom the 
apprench of their more innocent Brethren, could 
zoidlyventure'on' the pollatioas of 'the moſt 'de-- 
teſtable Idolatries : And God-knows the-notehas 
too ready an application in both inſtances. In the 
mean time *ris: a'{ad/ contemplation that'fo much 
of that £ca/ which makes ſuch'a glifſtering in the 
workd,: fhall,'' when brought to the Touch; be 
found” «dulrerare;” that the tranſeendent'' porivy 
men boaſt of, ſhould'prove. bit a more ſublitna- 
ted wickedneſs, ' and their 'ipreteree to ſpirituality 
be verified only in ſpiritual pride, Alas; is not 
the whole circuit of Secularthings wide enoagh to 
contain:this ſmelling himoir ? Are there not Pomps 
and Vanities of the world enough to entertatnthis 
one Lyff, but muft this Moabize be brought-intos 


| the SanZuary ? Can we not he: elevated enough 


unleſs we trample npon all that is holy, and make 


- Religion FaQtor-for our Ambition ?* We find ſome 


very confidently 'point out Avtichryi the 

fvengeh ofehis | SorediQed err Or oy that 

he was to ſit in the Temple of God, But what need 

we travel beyond'the Alps to findout that, which 

every where preſents it ſelf? Our Pride does too 

unhappily anſwer the deſcription ; and gen 
: there 


- LF 
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there is nd inſtance wherein. it can 'ceaſe to he. 
. Antichriſtian,, yet ſurely it is more eminently ſa, 
when it. thus uſurps Gods, ſca?,” and rules in ſacred 
things, .. Would: God the pains and' animoſity 
which has been ſpentin diſcavering|and reviling 
other Antichriſts; had been diverted' to ' the-pul- 
ling down of zhis, the labour. would have.-been 
more eff even 'to the immediate end of the 
Deſigners; for were-this Pride; eradjcated, the 
Foundation of all Spiritual uſurpations were ins- 
dermind... ' Butalas,: thoſe. who exclaim the moſt 
loudly againſt all foreign Thranny;on their Conſci: = 
ences, .J40 obſcgmnnliy bow coghis inteſtine: Tſur- 
per, make an entire dedition-of themſelves, and 
ſubmit.to the; ſevereſt, and ighnobleſt vaſſa/age. 
They have/inveſted-it with ſo abſolute andſave- 
raigna Power, that-(as Semiel warns the [/ra- 
elites of their. King, 1 Sm. 8.) they are notta 
call any.thing their own, whea it'is uſeful-to its 
ſervice; All their, powers, all-their intereſts are 
devoted to it, and that not only to.adorn its porap, 
but;tofight-its batte/s, Men quarrel and contend 
tillnot only themſelves; but even Chriſt ianity.: it 
ſelf expire-in the- conteſt.., But: if it be indeed 
certain that every, War is. fo. far 'unjuſtifiable, ;as 
' are-thecauſe3of at,.*twill ſurely be a competent 
prejudice againſt our contentions, that our: Pride 
is fo much concern'd in' them, which is ſonn- 
_ chriſtian a zwotive, as. all the holy-water where- . 

with men have ſprinkled it, can never baptize in- 
toa cleenneſs ; al the borrowed drefſes of Zeal and 
SanQtity, however they may 4di/z#iſe, can never 
ERS, : legitimate 
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kgitimate it, Thoſe artsof concealment may in- 
deed add a zew guilt, that of Hypocriſie, but can 
never expiate, no nor extenuate the o/d4: And 


. how Saint-like a ſoever our Vain glory -_ 
om 


on, it does but themore own its derivation 


. him, who can- transform binſe into an Angel of 


light, whoſe aſpirings have firſt ſubverted himſelf, 


and:now go on to prc te both his Crime and 


Ruine to#«; nor has he ever manag'd that deſig» 
with more Art or Succeſs, than by thus making 
our Pride a partition-wall to divide us from oxe 
another, __ conſequently from God too ; who 


| being, as our Church ftiles him, the «uthor of 


Peaceand lover of Concord, cari gever joyn himſelf 
with the d;/urbers of both, but muſt neceflarily be 
diſobligedby our Diſſentions and Schiſms. 


CHAP. XIV. 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Secondly, 
Carioſity. 


F now we proceed farther in our enquiry we 
 & ſhall find, that another grand. incendtary of 

our Diſputes is Cartoſfity: A. vice which 
-though in ſome reſpeQts it may, be reckoned a fe- 
cies of the former, that of Pride, yetin others it 
admits a d;/tint# conſideration. This ts that bane- . 
ful weed which the Devil made a ſhift to ſteal 


_ even into Paradiſe, and which has ever {ince af- 


fected 
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feed the a, 'the moſt pregnant and po- ; 
r-d1d 
oved 


_ tire Wits,;3- nor'did itonly ejeft man from thence; 
dutit has improved the original curſe, and trultt 
pliedtho& brizr5and thorns among which he was 
caft; 'iyea,” tranſplanted them from the Earrh; 

 wherSthey could only raze” the Skin, into the- 

ain, where they pierce and: torture the intelle- 
Qual and immortal Part of Man.' ' Nay, farther, 
eventhat //wearoff his brows, which was to extir- - 
pate them from the ground, ferves but to: water 
and cheriſh them in his mind; his' very #duft+y 
being in this caſe theextremeſt' if hurbandyy, and. 
the'more pains he takes, the farther he removes 
himſelf from all =ea/ advarrages of his toil. = 
THERE are ſome parts of Kzow/edge whicti 
God has thought fit to feclude from us, to fence 
them not only as he did the interdifted Tree, by 
Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoſſibilities ; made it not only our fi» and 
danger, but our Fol and madneſs to attempt 
them. Ofthis kind are the Myſterious parts of 
our Retjgion, which he fſhews us as it were a-far 
offto exerciſe our faith and reverence, but ſtoops 
them not to our ſexe and di/quiſition. Theſe th 
hasplaced like the Sww, where they may influ- 
ence, not annoy*; warm, not ſcorch us. And 

-would we ſtilllpermit them-roremain at that ſafe 

\and wholſom' 4iftawee, we ſhould find none but 
benigne-effetFs; bur {o importunate- are the inſti- 

ations'of Curioſity, that no bounds will keep us 

Fo the Mownt: We wilt needs break through 
into the' hich darkneſf, how dreadful ſoever t 

. | | thundtrs 
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thunders and lightnings are in the way. Like bold 
Phaetons we deſpiſe all bexefirs wherewith: the Fa- 
ther of light and us can court ys,- unleſs we may 
guide his Chariot; and we : moralize the Fable #s 
well inthe tragicalneſs of the: ever, as the-info- 


 lenceof the anderteking; this unhappy. Curioſity | 


having not only ruin'd many. of the z7zquifitors,bur 
ſet the whole worid alfo in a: atiom . Nor 
is this temerity. more” fare! in 1ts Succeſs, then 
impiows in its Foundation : For: beſides that it-is 


_ a dirett i»vaſion of Gods peculiar, and vio/ation of 


his Command, it does evidently imply a diſiruſ#, 


either of his Wiſdom or his Goodneſs ; ſappo- 


ſes him either fo. igyorant of the firengeth ofthole 
faculties himſelf has made, ' that: he has 'affigned 
them unproportionable objects, and ſo they muſt 
havenew work cutout for them by qur ſelves; or 
elſe preſumes his Eye evil towards. hisquwn Crea- 
tures ; that as the Devi! once fuggefted. to our 
firſ# Parents, he fears the rivalry of poor mortals, 
and by an envious detention of ſame parts of feli- 
City, like one that had been Bountiful only upon 
ſurprize and incogitancy,. illiberally retracts and 
contradidts his original deſign. of making Mgn 
completely happy. Nay, indeed this repreſents 
him unkind, not only to « his created Images, 
but evento that Eternal and exprefs.image of his 
Perſon, the Sor of his boſom, who may well be. 
thought to have been, as deſpiſed: in his Eyes, as 
he was once. in ours, Eſay 53. 3. if he have fo 
cheaply expos'd him for their ſakes, to whom he 


denies any of thoſe inteleiFual advantages, which 


difference 
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difference them from [Beeſts, Thus wickedly cu- 
Ti6usare _—— rather than pra ng with w«l- 
. gar ordinary things, we create prodigies, put new 
Nodbwihporrbiehar Is ens HAS rob divinity 
of its moſt inſeparable attribute, and not only di/- 
obey God, but reprozch him.” And then *tis no 
wonder, if that which affords fo little g/ory to 
God, hath no more [good will for Men, and that 
whichthus wars wi 7 Heaven, leave little peace 
on. Earth, Indeed if we .will be building our | 
Babels, and thus aſſault Ommipotence, 'tis but juſt 
weſhould have our /eng»age confounded, and that - 
that kzowledge for which we boldly attempt to 
«rifle Gods cabinet, ſhould: like the Coa/ from the - 
Altar, ſerve only to embroil and conſume 'the 
ſacrilegious invaders, Yet beſides what is owing * 
to:divine vengeance in the caſe, the thing has in 
it ſelf a proper, [natural efficiency toward it ; ' 
for when ſo many men are engag'd in a b/izd 
ſearch, *tis not imaginable they ſhould: all fumble 
upon the ſame Notions, and ſuppoſing them to | 
fallupon varzery, "tis impoſſible-but mens fond 
overweening of their,own'conceits and petulant - 
diſdains of others, will improve that. variety into 
 Oppolition;and that oppoſirioz into ſet and Solemn 
Feuds. And: God knows the Church is too ef- 
-* fectively acquainted with this fatal gradation, and 
- can experimentally atteſt the «happy propriety of 
this fort of Curiofity towards the engendring 

_ diſcordand Ts. Ts 1 
, BUT. beſides this higher rank of thing 
which God hath ſer ſo much above us, ig | 
others 


; | 
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others of an :xfer:or ſort, as much below us, which 


1 


are concealed from us, not for their /ublimity, 
but their: «{ef#/nzef#; for as God on the g0ne hand 
remembers that-we. arg. but feb, -unable tg bear, 
the nearer. approaches, of divinity, .and {o talks 
with us as; once.with, Moſes.through'a.gloud : So, 
og the. other; he forgets not that he, bregthed znta, 
uc the breath of life; a ivital aftive {pirit, whole, 
motions he-.expects. ſhould own the dignity of 
its, original; and: as it, was.it {elf an-emanation 0 

the Eſſential. Govdnels, {haould aim at. only re, 
and /olid good, and not evaporate and exhauſt. its 
powers, in, meax and impertineat purſuits, And, 
ypon this ſcore alſo,, he has found jt neceſlary, 
to, hide,;many, things from us,. not. that. they. 
would dazle; but miſempley our Eye.;.,not ſwa/- 
{ow up. our- Underſtanding, but azpert ous Ar, 
tention, from what, 1s; more.important ; Of this 


ſort are thoſe. many thin agrial, fpeculatiops,. the 


certain knowledge whereof would bring us no. 
real advantage, make us ar all the wiſer to Sal- 
vation; yet fueh a value does our inquiſitzve Na: 
ture ſet upon every. thing, for, its being ig, that 
2s if our Life, were bound.up with. theſe Secrets, 
and al} our Felicity dwelt in the Shade of theſe 
recelles,. we, purſue this . ſearch ' with, indefatt; 
gable i»deſtry, ranſack al corners with as great: 
aligence as, the, Woman for "hi loft piece of Sil- 
ver, Lake 1 Ny: . And as if this were indeed the 
treaſure who the, field, fell of that wo have, lay 


ur our whole. e{ves upon the purchaſe. . Indee 
fhat ſhall conſider ;what ſolemn DIBuPoos 
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 SubjeQs,' with what Advertence ' and concert 


of the fluggprd, Prov. v2.27; that Be" roſterh mo 
that which be / 4 


| ſpeed, there is ſtill 'the* wonted Diftance''be- 


 fleſb, if notto the quenchiiig of the$pivit to6,they 


inthe Gnofticks of old,' whoſe vain'Chimeras, and 
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there are upon the ſlighteſt, and inconfiderableſt 


Queſtions of this kind are bandied in'the'World, 
mult wonder how men can at once'be' ſo ſerious 
and ſo 7riflizg ; or that thoſe who can ſay ſo'mnch 
ſhould''not' once ask' themſelves: to*what pur: 
poſe they ſay. any thing; © Yet what*multitudes 
of Men-are there engag'd in ſuch'caſesas this? 
When 'alas, the quarry” is not worth half the 
foil,” could"it be gorten':' but what*Solomon' ſays 
at. he took in hunting, is true of the contra 
ry temper, theſe over-buſie ſpirits whoſe labour is 
their only reward, they hunt a ſ<azow, and chaſe | 
the wid; and when they ſtrain to'their utmoſf | . 
tween them and their aims; all their eager purd 
fuits bring them no' acqueſt ; but after they 
have traverſt ſo much''ground, traced all the 
»azes that learned Cutrtolity could” eontrive to 
perplex Men, and ſtudied'to the wearinels of rhe 


are {till' in the ſame izavrance from whence they 
fet out, and were well if -they were allo in the 
fame dowbrfulneſſ: | But the unhappinefF' of ir is; 
they acquire a confidence Without any rue ground 
of it; and ger ſuch a/Kfiowledge as may puff up; 
but not edifre. This. was'erttinently exemplified 


fooliſh queſtions, as this Apoſtle calls'tliett;' Tir. 3.5; 

Ht with them for fac 's' [operlative wiſdom, as 
gave them Inſoletice to diſcriminate ys + 
wAvS4imSG \N TOM 
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from- others-by that ſwelling Tiz/e,/ and monopo- 
lize the reputation. of: Sezexce, which. yet if. we 
will: believe. the great: DoRori of the  Gerriles, 
| and he too, broyght up at the feet of Gamaliel, 
the. gredteſt.. Rabbs ' of . the ' Jews, was., ſcience 
fallly fo; called. And God knows, they want 
not. ſucceſſors int this; as well as in other par- 
tieulars 5: Men are fo 'poſſeſt with. their, own 
Phancies, that they take' them for Oracles, and. 
think they ſee viſions,” and are..arrived: to ſome 
Extraordinaty reve/ations of Truth, . when in- 
deed they do but dream dreams, and amuſe them- 
felves with the Phantaſtick 1dzas of a buſie jma- 
| racy7 Yet would they. only pleaſe 'them-, 
of | ſelves inthe deluſion, the Phrenſie were mare 
innocent ;. but like the prouder ſort of Luxatichs; 
they will needs be Kizgs and Rulers, impoſe their 
wild conjeFares for Laws upon others,..and-de+ 
nounce Wer againſt all that receive: them; not. 
And this is that: which makes the great combulti-' 
on, and; confuſion among us; for while one Man! 
opines ohe way, another another, and each will 
obtrude his 0pizi2» on every body elſe; [tis im-+ 
offible. but the conteſts ſhoul be ſharp-and end 
eſs.; for. each Man labours under a double Im; 
patience, the oze'of having his own notions re- 
jeted,. the, other of having the quite. contrary 
impos'd on.him ; and chqueſ "tis true the -yecz: 
protalneff of. the Injury. ought to' allay the diſs 
pleaſure at it, yet, Men ſo: much more. conſider 
what they ſuffer than what they do, thateyery one 
tries out aloud of rhat bard meaſure; which hint 
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felf bers without 'regret. And between” wid; 
ſo contraty and fo fierce; *tis no wonder if torn 
ariſe; and in ſuch*Tempeſts has Religion ſo long 
been” toſfed; that it now needs the-1nterpolition 
ofa Uivine Mraculows power,to keep it from ſink? 
ing 3” for alas, theſe Stirmiſbes expire' not with 
_ the firſt Propughers of the Opinions'; they. per 

haps began as ſingle Dwelleys, but then they ſoon 
get their troops about them; have their .partiſans 
and--abetteys, who not only enhance, but entail 
the feud” to 'poſterity. ' And indeed: this propas 
ation of 'Strife; both in' theſe rifling . and-the 
ormet mote profound: ſpeculations," is the moſt 
fatal-circumftance of the whole Cafe : Were it 
not for this, though we might have many Errors, 
we. could have zo Secs. - And if the Church 
might be Tometimes wounded with the. darts of 
fingle Adverſaries, yet ſhe could not be ſuground 
ed arid beſieg d with combinations and confedei 
 racies, Some ſtragling Souldiers ' might . prove | 
renegadoes, but they would not revolt in #roops 
and /egidns, We ſhould not have ſuch numes 
rous Parties, who with' the greateſt violation of 
Chriſtizn unity,denominate themſelves, not from 
the grand author and finiber of our Faith ; | but 
from the fir broather of their Idoliz'd opinions. In 
_ the mean time, ?tis a fad contemplation, that a 
litthe *waiz curioſity ſhould weigh ſo much, or 
the Churches peate ſo' litthe with us: 'that we 
ſhould ſacrifice: rhe one, fo the /arsfaF7ion, ſhall 
F fay,or rather to the'wherring and inflaming of 
the'other.” Bur 'tis'a yer ladder, that this hauly 
To | chiefly 


and: whoſe. pr 


| Chapas : Second), Corioſiy., Jas 


chiefly be "ang by..thoſe whoſe /earning enables, 

"lion ſhould devote to. the; moſt 
noble and i profitable Studies ; (SAY have the 
higheſt obl gations to ig thoſe exertitancies 
in,others; which with :ſuch art and labogr.. they 
propagate, And, teach. ., How ; wounding, a ſpe- 
agile.) bs it. Fn, ſee ok oaks Heroes like Herca- 


= oa of, thus # en rar BY deſig mop 


+ thus. entertain: ES like 

Cates ith, ring ap\Shells and Pebbles on the 

ſhore; 's =, yah ch is yet more unmanly wrergling 

abou .thex TY Indeed, 5 2s rate, tis. no 

Tk erat. phe the de 71 Complaint, We 

have ee! gh ad, = taken nothing, 

his. ſure hats il the, way £0 win Souls, that 

lia palin |S it.15.t0 detroy them, can y 
eomenrodly \re Dl em\, £Q. hs 5 . methge, a 

eave, us.all; our nice and ſubwe 
; 6g upon. the voy. am ſcore that one. pee 


Gorhick Comma ery, ac dviſed the ſparing of: e 
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Pc Schoals (and Libraries ; Let us, ſays he, 
ave:them their "Books, that whilſt they amuſe 
themſelves with ach  follies, we may ſubdue them 
at our pleaſvre,”. It is the ſaying of the Wiſe man, 
There is .@ wiſdom that muktiplieth bitterneff ;, and 
Jure if there be a wiſdom acquired by theſe cur 
rious Enquiries, *tis of' this ſort, like the, Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil attained by- our firſt 
Parents, which .taught them to know the Good 
only by 'its ./of, and the Evil by its ſorart. In- 
Seed our too high, and tranſceading eye 
L 3 
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on the-ohie hand,” rig” our tdo trivial and unpro- 
fitable''on*the other ; ic {ot like the r#77id and: fi. 
gid Zones, rhe ane'con fumes ys with its heat, the 
Ly *berjurns us with Its cold; that 
turns' us" ro Cinders this 'to' Ire.” 'Theſs little 
reifling* Notions being! too! {light an exerciſe to 
keep heat in our Chriſtianity, Shit not only | 
-expreſſes but mainrains its life by ftrong or vl 
gorous Motiohs- And*therefgre ſexe Betz xk t fk 
Two ihtemperate, God has prov pine 
Cline, ] mean that <= If divin 
which Terid' to pratQtice. a RL he” w yOL 
us dwell 'and cope Eey 
vHies: 'Nor'need r' that "tief ay: 
ſubje& for our "cotrethpl{tivn. © & fe AS 


x4 


| Speculators, 'as any. How aſus tO Þþe, foutid 


far" otherwiſe.” 'Davit (could! entertain him 


with tHe Meditations of God's Law'( ( hot his. hid- 


deri Pecfees or counſels) uf he Jay, Te” Fr9, 


97. Nay, it Toons, the Mattkr's Y 


redundine, that it could not bec©oH1 us Wi a 


bal that narrow boundarfof 6 48 bit invaded t 
* wipht alſo; forced him co Uetaulk from” His re# 7 


70 below. on his meditations, - I have thought 

thy Name, O Lord, in the night ſeaſon, and have kept 
thy Law,” Verſe 55s "Nader 15it a-Vain expence 
pf Time, which it thus tempts to, but gives the 


| appieſt' improvement ; 'lands at that harbour to 


which all rational ſtudies tend, gives under- 
ſtanding, Verſe 120. makes wiſe the | ſimple, i al. 


39, 7- and this alſo in an eminent de ree, 
LE fer Fr tym above his Teachers, and His E1ders 


allo, 
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alſo. Thos. through thy commandments _hait made 
m2 wiſer. than mine Enemies, - I have more un- 
derſtanding . than my teachers, for thy teſtimonies 
are my ftudy.. I am miſer than the aged, becauſe 
I keep thy. commandments, Pſal. 119. 98, 99, 
To0..... Theſe are high and.liberal Elogies of this 


;divine ſtudy,. and; if any ſhall ſeek to divert 
-an; unwe/come..inference by, ſaying that. David 


ſpoke them only in- pious raptures, that. they 


were the. tranſport of his zea/, rather than the 
. eſtimate; of .his judgmept.; we muſt reſolve the 
;qbjeCtor, far removed from ſuch religious ex- 
ceſſes, and. under the contrary defeF ; yet the 


cauſe will ſo. well bear an appeal, that he ma 


be truſted .to'-.confſult,;farther ; let him adviſe 


;with Solomon, whoſe. large deſires and poſſeſſi- 
-ons too of wiſdom, muſt ſuppoſe him no ftran- 
ger to. its. nature, and:he will: tell him the, very 
ame, and'thar not:in_his devouter ecſtaſies, but 
in his moſt-compo#d ſedate temper, when he ſo-- 
emaly feats himſelf.1n his School, reads Erhicks 
to his diſciples, and profeſſes his deſign af 
giving [«btilty to the ſimple, and to the young 
man knowledge and diſcretion, Prov.1.4. For if 

his whole book of Proverbs be ſcanned, the ſumm 
of it will be found to. be nothing elſe but an 
exhortation' to the ſtudy of this praftick Wiſ- 
dom. Nay when his own «#derſtanding was im- 
an; he and advanc'd by experience allo, when - 
e had not only begg'd but bought wiſdom, after 
he had given 'his Curiolity-its full- unbounded 
Range, compaſſed the whole Univerſe and exa- 
| | L 4 mind 
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min'd not only in contemplation, but by ſenſitive 
experiment, whatever therein'could pretend to be 
that good for the'ſons of Men,Ece.2.3.we find af: 
ter ajl ttiis buſie inqireſt, he Sives up his verdi&® in 
this formz Eccl.12.13. Let us hear theend of'the 
whole matter, Fear God and keep his Commanitl- 
ments, for this is the Whole Duty of 'Ma# : | And 
now methinks {> ſolemi, i deciſſon" of the wiſeſt 
_ bf Men, and he too'inſpir'd'by the *Omniſcient 
God, may be thought of weight er Dugh to ac- 
quieſce in; Yet ſince there are ſome who love. 
-not to weigh in the balance of the SanQtuary, and 
_ that had:rather receive Reſponfes from "De/phss 
than-froni Betweert the Chernbims : Tet ſuch'at 
ſeaſt hear even the” Heathen Oracle atteſtirig S0- 
vas" to be the wiſeſt man, becauſe he directed 
' his ſtudies to the moral pirr of Learning, which - 
he did to ſich a'degtee,' as to diſparige all thoſe 
More Atery ſtculations,” which better'd'not-Mens 
' Manners, 'but were only ASywr 400, 4 noiſe and 
elattering of Words. '* And* Pythagoras This School 
defines Philoſophy, CaI; aypuriins xabapory in T4- 
| Acvorula, the cleanſing and perfetting: humane life, 
which twq things are ſaid to be done, firſt by Yer- 
rue, whoſe bufinels.it is to remove P autre mh} 
trabdy, the inordination of our Paſſions: Secondly, 
by Truth,which reſtores S&o» 54 ©, the Image ani 
pourtraifture of God * And ſince this is the joynt 
Tuflrage Both of Religion and Reaſon, why ſhould 
thoſe-that pretend to either defie: both, and Vain- |. 
ly conſume themſelyes'in ynprofitable ſearches ? 
Why ſhould men wander to ſeek beggary and + 
= 5 emptineſs, 


c 
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emptineF, who open far leſs labour berr7ch at 

home? Alas; *tis not bare dens how great 
e 


rial and Sublimatedarerather t 
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us of felitiry. 


or univerſal ſoever, that can 'poſſ 


'Were' it poſſible for us to have a window into 
' Heaven; to ſee-all!the Divine: ſgerets, yet: thar 
might! be bur like the Rich'mans proſpeQ@ into 


"Abrahams boſom, 'while: himſelf -was in the bor- 
romleſ# pit. They are.not only'the groff and #lite- 
rate Souls that muſt feed thole flames themofkt: He 
more proper fuel 
for an* ?material- Fire, "and the: knowledge'we 


. carry thither, renders us the fitter:company: for / 
him, who knew every thing but how to k 


himſelf happy. It'was-once the:Qbſervation and 
Wonder of Plutarch; that: whereas: God hasiſfe- 


veralincommunicable preperrnigſon Power and Ti- 


mortality, &c. theſe all Men aſpir'd: to, ins the 
raean 'time- negleted that ofi Goodwef, wherein 
he was willing all Men ſhould ſhare.” ' And ſure 
there is now caufe of the ſanie complaint,: we 


xould have Omniſcience and all' parts of Divint- 
ty* beſides the: holineſs, yet alas, -thoſe without 
theſe would prove but fatal acqueſts, and that 
approach towards' being Gods, 'would only make 
us the more Devils.” \ The only advantagious 'as 
well as poſſible way of Aſſimilation-with God: is 


by purity, and the means of that an Attentive 
conſideration of thoſe: Divine revelatians, which 
are to regulate our: prattice ; theſe at once dif- 
penſe light and warmth, diret:and revive the 
Soul:: And if Men: would not exhale waponrs to 


- cloud and darken them, Eclipſe the cleareſt 


Truths 


_ -vtholt effefts thave been ſo fadly\conſfiderable;to 
wrangle arid fight about, would: i.this-Sun-ſbine 


- *pened; | 4#s 29; be ſupplanted; and our deworios 
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/Fruths by: difficalfies of. their own: creating, no 

Man _ d. m_ ar ome = we -_ | 
Eghtand yet folvainarethey as to think they ob- 
lige the' world by. involving)it-in darkneſs, as if 
their! Mis ſhould like that i which WW atered the 
ev forms d\Earthy: Gen: 2-6; WW ly the: place of 
the dc of Heaven. But certainly. to all ſuch in 
therri-profuſeſt:;h1beralities,» we feed make. no | 
othirRequeſtthan:Diogener did to Alexander, de- 

fire thgmonlyathat they will not ftand between « 
andrhcSex,uintetceptits rays; and rob us of that 
-whichiginfinivelii better than:anz any, ch pe 
cgive us. '/"W eoreithis but-phtain'd; we ſhould ſoon 
diſcern | the) d@cortfiderableneſs] of; thoſe! things 


Chriſtendom; thoſe. many Chimera's which we 


appear but-Aores that dance.im:the Air, hougi 
God knows-asrwe' manage/them, they :are th 
moſt: luxurious Rebels'to: the: Prince that-rutes 
there.) ' Were; but iS.:Pau/s;doftrine throughly 
#mbib'd,-out: ous Arts; "Heguepye vearual 

uptrfluons #ncoxcerhed 'ſtudies, would as it hap-| 


by ſufficiently'accended, would as theirs,. 647, «p 
innumerable $ookts:of:this fort... And ſure as this 
awould be the greareff, {0.it-would be the moſt zri- 
'2mphant Bonfire Chriſtendom ever ſaw, as being 
not'only an zxdication, but a means of the'might 
-growth, and: prevailing of the 'Word- of .G 

-which our vain aye ay ſerve only to impec 
:and obſtrut, while they.do as mightily advance 
difſentions and animoſities amongſt men. CHAP, 


\% 
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© Tazere#. 
, inert ; | Ditto 190 1853H2-4 
UT : esitheſezwo, there is a third Fo- 
” memter of diviſions, -which eithey for-its 
P aQtivity or-ſucceſs: muftnor ſubſeribe-to 
Either of. them, and that is Intere#, ' Thisis the 
rear 7491 ito' which the world bows': To'this we 
oor devobttefthomape,-givecit inot\only.our 
+5, but onr heaves'; and aviif-the makingins 
Fich were a /&zoz4 Creation;' that could cancel all 
thedbligariohsof the 6-7, we Lacrilegiouſly en- 
fitle'our profic'ro/all the Prerogatives of 'a Crea- 
ors: pive it gnabſolute-unlimited dominion over 
4s, allow. it to preſcribe: us-alt'our meaſures of 
good and-evil z540 rule notonly' our” Reeſo# but 
our Pafiozs too, '(& Soveraignty;' alas, we would - 


. never yield'ro'0nr God) and'as if the; giving us 


laws were not 'Empite enough; -we'permit it-to 
impoſe Relizjons allo; for ſure they that obſerve 
how great an*influence it has'in Church-affairs, 
will conclude it* governs more than the /ecs/ax 
part of the world.” And indeed if we look back, 
'we ſhall find ris no move! uſiwpation, but though 
yoid of other Title, has the Preſcription of »vavy 
aces. ' Divinity has long ſince been made the 
handemgid of Policy, and Religions modelled by 

; Cn convent- 


% 
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conveniencies of, State. The golden Calves be- 
came venerable deities, when they were found a 
ro ſecure Jerobarms Fealouſtes And Machiavels 
policy, that States ſhould ſerve themſelves of Reli- 
Kianzwas a comman prattice long before 'twas his 
Rule. And this Example of Communities: has 
been tranſcrib'd by ſingle Perſons. In the Old 
Teſtament we find frequent mention of thoſe 
wircenery. Prophets, that turndthe office nega 
paws wt rr ers rr Fore formgre 
confer lacey; rhawafuls of: Barky and pucce} 
Bread: And tn the.New:we fee Wears, >>. 
ob Secular advantage had force:enough toturn a 
Eee ick.1nto-wiLaick, male) Demas deg | 
:himielf, and; deſert his Miniſtry, and as it-t 
iſopthis mouth-from.-preaching;the Trach, ſ©;it 
-open'd:thoſe of. Others ito divulge Ervors.' ' Such 
were thoſe deceivers; of whom :S;Paul ſpeaks, 
"Tit, x01. Who fpake things theyiought not for filthy 
uere Jakes; 50 when-the ſame poo declaim 
"the moſt carneſtly;againſt the {ove uf; wprey s-the 
mn of alt evil,wehnd he fetchgs his proof of that 
Charge from! its: Having 'made: mew 1erre fromthe 
F#ith; ix Tim:6-19;-: And-*tis:S.;Peter's predifti- 
on;''that the moſt, damnable: Hereſies, ;even-the 
genying of the Lord that bought them, ſhauld, be in- 
eroduced by choſe,- who through -Covetoulneſs 
' ſhouldc.make | merchandize of ' their ,Proſehyes, 
2 Peti 254./ and ſure the'evest atteſts the pre/age to 
have concern'd;more-than the Age immediately 
Jucceeding, there-being none of the ſubſequent 
wiich-hath not in'{ome degree affiſted its 'com- 
ING) R | pletion ; 
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pletion; nor\have we cauſe to' wonder herear, 
fince”tis obvious to diſcern the'conjunQion and 
dependence between Covetouſneſs and Hereſie. 
For the 1:ching ears,” the Apoſtle ſpeaks of," being? 
an Epidemick- diſeaſe, - give fair opporrunity-to. 
every Monntebar to try his Experiments, When 
Men nauſeare"O4' trurhs, becanſe" they ar& 2e- 


quainted withthetn; 'and embrace dottrines'for 


the very ſame reaſon; they ſhould reje& theny, 
even” becauſe they are* New : 'W hen they love no 
Teachers, but-ſuch as thus entertain them, 'and 
are bountiful to none but ſuch as they love; there 
is little doubt, but there will be Mzrs enough fet 
on work, when the Cozzers can this at once: famp 
»ew opinions for their Diſciples, and Morey for 
themſelves: And God knows'they are not a few 
of our Diviſions, that have thence taken 4irh. 
It will be needleſs to ravel far into the Records 
of Elder times, every Mans memory will be able 
to ſuggeſt to him too many, and too pertinent 
inſtances. Upon which refleftion twill be too 
viſible, that much of ſome Mens late pretence to 
Godlineff was but a real purſuit of Gaiz; and the 
ew light ſerv'd to guide them to their neighbours. 
Coffers : And PT many of our Diſputes'had 
been ſuperſeded, had not the Authors foreſeen, 


. that though they loſt the Queſtion, they ſhould 
. gain what they more ſought. A few eſſays had 


diſcover'd how much the Popnlacy were pleas'd 
with Noveltzes, eſpecially ſuch as at once gratifi- 
ed their Levity and their Pride, by caſting ill re- 
fle&tions on the things or Perſons to-whom _ 
IE | owe 
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wned a reverence ; and the /ibergl.contributions. 
uch Teachers met, with: ſerv'd. ſtill to invite 
more /abogrers.into that work, . where without 
the-uneaſineſs of a long ExpeQation, . their very 
feed-time was their Harve#, arid by ſowing T ares, 
they unmediately reaped Go/a; , And *tis no won- 
der if ſuch quick returns made them diligent at the 
trade,ind — to provide thoſe wares they ſaw. 
they. could put, off ſo well. , And would.to God 
we were ſecure, that thi way of, Traffick were 
yet.at an end, 4or. ſo long as theſe ſpiritual Mer- 
chants can thus impoſe on their credulows Chapmen, 
make theta buy'one miſchief with another, and 
exhauſt their Eres to-endanger their Souls, we 
muſt not hope our {entionr will-ever ceaſe, our 
ames ever be extinct, that have ſo much z2atter;, 
to. feed them, and ſuch importunare blaſts to blow 
them up. WEE | 
BUT covetouſnef is of too unſatiable a nature 
to. be. contented with one way of ſupply, 'tis like 
the Sea, that receives the Tribute of af Rivers 
(though far unlike it in lending any back again) 
and therefore thoſe who have reſolv'd upon the 
thriving ſort of Piety, have ſeldom embark all 
their hopes in one bottom, nor ſo depended on'the 
bounty of their Proſelytes, as to neglect other 
ways of preying for themſelves. . They wanted got . 
providence-to foreſte, how uncertain a revenue 
popular benevolence is :., That the ſame giddy and 
violent humour, which had opened their hands /o' 
wide, might by wotking another way cloſe thent 
'« faſt; or if their inclinations continued, their 
| ' | abilities 
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abilities might fail ; (athid very poſſible to thoſe; 
who have ſuch ſuckers) or if both. theſe remain'd, 
yet that they wete udblikely to grow in proportions 


to their own appetites, and therefore foundit nes 


ceſſary to'have' ſome other Teſerve; and beſides, 
this way of flatrering'their willing benefac#2ys out 
of part, contriv'd another of /orermg their unwil 
ling! Neighbours oit of all:their' poſeſſons 2'S6 


making the ſpoils of ſomie mens' hozefty 4 richer 


booty than that of others folly,” 'Hetice' Shiboterbb 


_ foundoutrof Covenants and Engagements,togive 


opportunity of deſtroying a diſſenting brother ; 
by this Art a fat benefice became crime and witneff 
too againſt its Incumbent, and he'was'ſure tobe 
#z0rthotlox, that was worth the'plandering, This 
alas, has the A/tay of God been attended,or rathee 
invaded by thoſe whoſe Pery approach was a $hile 
that qualified them rather to'lay hold on its hors; 
than pretend to 'its ſervice; foe fiire that God, 
who fans declar'd he hates robbery for burnt-offer- 
ing, cannot much affeCt Robbers for Prieſts. 'But 
this is a Theme ſo unpleaſant, T delight not toen- 
large on it, and rather wiſh that the memory of 
it were ſo extinQ, that it might remain no where 
but in the penitential Litanies of the Offenders; - 


' my deſign in the' preſent refleQtion is only" to 


make' it an evidetice how much coveronſneff pro- 
motesour coxtentions, which ſure is not more vi- 
ſible any where than in this jnftance : For where. 

there's a deſign of ſupplanting, that neceſfarily 
requires another of accuſing; (even Jezebel her 
felf projets not to ſeize on Niuboths Vineyard 
ENT without 
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without - a precedent. Charge ) | to comply: with 
which a ,.'not only the, {ives and-comverſe; 
tions, but the -dofFrines and; ap;nions of, qur.,moſt 
eminent Divines; have been, ſtrangely ,miſrepre: 
ſented, and when that proved nor fexce:egpugh to 
the repacion of, their Oppreſſors, they. have . 


thought fic to chan | 
thoſe opinions .in.their true ſhape, upon; which they 


WH + - 


atteſts Tztere#t to.bea potent Abetror of our quar-. 


Ser > ob nops won ll) Tomek oft aft n3lg 
vBU T God knows that is x truth of which the 
werld affords; 10. many. proofs, -that we need not 
confine our ſelyes to this little 4g/e of it,, or owe 
our convittions only to ous domeHick tranſaitions; 
if we look abroad we ſhall find it too often exem+ 

plified. . The memorable ai/urharce given, to the, 

Church, as well as.State iba | the Ana: 
baptifts, is a pregnant inſtance ; whole new, ops. | 
. #10nWas butan expedient of inveſting themſelves 

10-»e poſſeſſions, and. their ſccond,Bapfiſm. bur the 
Solemnity of eſpouling, not. only the fefs, but 
Fa world alſo, which they had: renounced in the 

ri. f £035 Y: ; COLE Sint Da Light 
AND would God they had been the only Sec 
of Men, whole dof#rines were ſubſervient to.their 
zntereſts ;: tor ſuch tumultuous and Phebejan pro- 
Rs 4g feds, 


W__ 


4.45” 


Chapin. * Thirdly, Intereft, .. 357 
jeZs, though like" a /snd-floud\ they make' great 
ſpoil at theipreſent, yet foon-ſink again. © Such 
avowed and'exceſive.greedinef{ devours it ſelf and 
the z»/traments by which it wrought : ſo that the 


defeat: of the ſecular Diolgn, is commonly the 


routing thoſe. Opinions, which were formed for 
the promoting/it. But whenthe: ſame deſire has 
the advantage of 'a ſober guidance ; when 4va- 


| +cepurs on the Canonical:/habit, and twiſts it ſelf 
| . not only with' the :pra&ice of; Men, but the do- 
E&&rines of the Church ; when Articles of Religion 
ſhall be eſtimated by their profitableneſs, and Ec- 
| cleſiafticks dire, as Lay-men fight for Money : 
.thenalas, the ' miſchief ſeems-fatal, the d/eaſe. ſo 
-fixr and: radicated, as at once diſcourages; and 
mocks the attemps of ere. © Jt 


TH AT: this is the caſe not- only in a: part?- 
rujar and. private | Church, bur that which af- 

ſumes to be. the Vniverſ/alrand:Catholick, is too 
apparent; The one; Pofition of the Popes right 
to diſpoſe Kingdoms, out-ſtrips all other prin- 


| ciples of rapine: this' is to drive a mhole-ſale 


trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 
for parce/s : which as It is a much bolder, ſo is 
ita more 'prejadicial attempt than the invading 
of private poſſeſſions, and theſe Duo glaaii, the 
double armature of S. Peter, a more deſtructive 
Engin, than'the tumultuary weapon ſnatcht up 
by a Fanatick : but ſure S. Peter's ſword though 
once raſhly managed by himſelf, was never de- 
ſign'dto arm his ſ#ctefſors to invade Kingdoms : 


This property of it ſeems rather to have been de- 
Aa riv'd 


+ 
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:rived from the Pretoryan.Souldiers, who inſolently 
:afſumed the di of the: Empire, wherejn 
[they at the laſt arrived to that iwpaudence, that af- 
pL Death of Sn rate $37—" oper portſale 
.of it, aig/pws x aTiuus, a5T9p 2 Hf ata ut 
pas Lp boſe azd ſordid — as if it had bers 
.of common marketable wares: 1..cannot ſay the 
Court of Rome tranſcribes that indecent ownis 
.of _ Oe Are it has ns: inſtances. & 
well atteſted its good managery, that 'tis not very 
.credible, that Crownsand Gnptin are conferre 
gratis.. And tothis {o advantageous a Dodtri 


nimous in nothing but in a -joynt reference to 
profit; for when they come to minute. definiti 
ons they vary and diſagree ; {atisfie one another, 
aslittle as their. common Antagonifs: and there- 
fore in-the:'Council of Trezt they prudently choſe 
in their decrees to _ the bare 4rticles backt 
by the Authority of the Church, and Arathemai 
of the: Council, as having by precedent diſcuſs 
ons of the points in their congregations diſcern! 
the ſmall accord that was. among themſelves, 
when they deſcended to particulars. And indeed 
the Opinions were ſovariousas to thegrounds. 0 
the Doftrines, that one would wonder how from 
ſo differing premiſes, they ſhould all infer the 


ſame concluſion ; wereit not that the conſpiratzes| - 
of Intereſt was too. potent for the diverſity\:0f 
Judgment. /Andfure'twas a: ftrange deference 

E--7% 5 was 


bY 359 
{entss, there was (by the-Teftiniooy,of therawn 
-Writets }:66ur-d/er0nr: Qpinions, and yetall £4+ 
#halick - which moderatian..towards; Sproalative 
Jifleoters; Seanpar'd! with!' the - great: ſeverity 
ram ery oppoked- its Pre&ice, ſpeaks 

id enduph that iv the:Ozmhoaory) of tho.Poins lay 
who $7: the Profitahlemaſs ; and that. . E,ugber 
himſe[fhad teen no... Hfretich, - had be bufied him- 
##f -ooly inf fuck; difquiſitions,: 2s: ampeded; agar 
the gazr of that DoAtrine, Nor is this merely 
farmi{e/. and: conjeRute,. for. if we confilt the 
memorials of thoſe tranſitions, 'we ſhall find this 
was the thing that moſt alarm'd; Rowe, put that 

Court 1n-almoſt = prong commotion; as the birth 
of Chriſt did Heroas: andaccordingly im. their pri- 
vate conſults, the cloſer c4#a{s of the Calledge; 
the /ecnring: this: part: of theie invaded treaſure 
was the grand deliberation;upon which-account it 
'was, that when Adriay ſhewed ſome Inclinatiog 
ta GAraing abuſes: both: in this and ather 
inſtances, one of his Cardiva/s who better knew 
the intrigues of affairs, admoniſht him againlt 
that nnskilful piece af Ingenuity, not only from 
the example of his Predeceſſors, who. were relo- 
luteneverto confeſs Faults by wending them, but 
by repreſewing ' to. him, 5 That no. reformation 
* cauld: be tmade, which would not notably di- 
6 miniflithe revs of tha Church, which having 
Hour foundations, the ane Tempore,, the other 
«three Spiritua/, Indulgences, Dilpenſations, 
«2nd Collations of Bexefices; no one of them 

: A&L * could 
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«could be ſtopped but that one. quarter. of. the 
©Fevenues would be cut off. Whatia reſem- 
blance this advice carries tothe. oration. of Deme- | 

trims tohis fellow crafts-men, A4Z#s.19: 25. I need 
noer-ftand to demonſtrate; but: while ſuch conſi- 
derations as this, - bear fway 'in Church matters, 

where Profit ſhall be the Touch-fone both: for fai 
and'mannetrs, we ate'not-to wonder: if no ger al 
Tenet be depoſited ; © or Peace bought with that 
_ in moſt mens eſteem-is of far more va- 
ue, £11 4 Sy B-* GE? i 
AND this is i& which' ominatesi ſadly; as'to: 
our diviſions with the' Romanifts, were our dif- 
ferences merely the produQt'of Heat-and Paſſion, 
they would like” the ſmaller clefts in the/iground, 
want nothing: but a-cooley ſeaſon to:cement and 
cloſe them : but when ttheyare thus form'd into 
an intereſt, become the Deſign not: of ſingle per- 
ſons or ages, but of corporations and ſucceſſions;, 
the Breach ſeems like the ſciſſures and ruptures of 
an-Earthquake,' and” threatens to: ſwallow all 
that attempt to cloſe it, -and reſerves its cure on- 
ly for omnipotence. Indeed till friritzal and ſe- 
cular Concerns be -reduced* into their proper 
ranks, whichare now mixt and confounded, the 
| better todiſguiſe the prepoſterous ſubordination 
of the nobler- to the inferiour ; till we have for- 
gotten the unhappy Chymiſtry of turning all, eveti 
Religion it ſelf into Gold, we muſt never hope 
to get out of the Furnace; our flames will ſtill | 
grow fiercer, and with this unnatural effec? 'to 


conſume not the Drof, but the purer Meal. In 
| a 
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a;word,. tillnien can ſever themſelves from their 
Avariceand:mean purſuits of gain, they; will-ne- 
ver ceaſe to ſeparate from:their brethrew,:  For-as 
the moſt”; ſoveraign Baiſams cannot cure:achurt 
while the krrow remains: in:the fleſh ;-{o: neither 
can the moſt pacifick- Remedies at all avail;\ſolong 
as the ſameworidly Aims, which madethe wound, 
ſtlRick:th Jt6« - G- bt F' : ; 5 F; 04 FIC £41 

BU Fi4in:the mean" time *tis: a: Me/ancholick 
conſideration that -Chriſtianity ſhould-'Be'by-its 
Profeſſorsthus :unworthily proftituted:; that the 
way various afhd oppoſite Religions, for..-which 
we ſeverally pretend ſo:much zeal, ſhould'bebur 
divers ways.to.the ſame irreligious End; where- 
4n our El/aers {gem to reſemble thoſe'in-the Sto- 
«na, who when: they meant 'tO'pars. 
with each other, yet did -unawares meet by the 
41mpulſe of the.ſame Luft::- We find, 'it moved: the 
patience even-of thei Lamb of God, toifte his Fa- 
thers houſe made a houſe of merchandize,. though 
the Traffick-was for the furniſhing of 'Sacrifices : 
-with what abhorrence muſt we think: does he 
now behold: thoſe, who drive fo muckr'a worſe 
trade:in it : who ſell not accommodations: forwor- 
ſhip, -but the worſbip it ſelf roaccommodate'their 
intereſts, and do not only make Gain zz the'Tem- 
-Ple, bur of it ? A'thing the: ſacrilegious Rapine 
-of our days: :has \made literally true, - where be- 
-fides the revenues, the very fabrick and materials 
.of Churches, have been' marketable ware+' Fu- 


.das's good husbandry has: been taken up, :andiad 


quid -Perditio 'hac ? put as the common” Morto 
7 Aa 3 upon 
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upon every thing that conld be ſold ddr.>-arc, nap 
(embkimes for a than _— — And 
' as Divny a vd.-from 
of den: Fr urea) of: rhe 
FEA rnd a x wer whien'tthe Fatherhad: nocie: 
andiJ#/i4zrobbd the 'Ohrifitan Eran this 
Freptans : Gp: | ' 464965 \oceunyty [ale ara d: 
Mages vias* that 'twas unfit the Son of f aryiſboeld 
\iw". Plate.” rf help ade aids ner 
theniſelesireonlators things, xorrett 
| Sholanntomeint the Sand =H , 'tharzhey-/m wm | 
tits d1v«fwres, - Thusido welke the: | 
tianv{adly verified, thar: rhoſe who nil \be:-rich ; fa 
intollemptation, axd.s ſnare, x Tirs.6:9:Suckris tlie 
| fs: of a coveroxeupperire, 'that ie fvallows. 
ifcriminately whatever looks like-prizc and 
rather than it want-its iprey, God \Fd:afelf. ſhall 
be tobbid.,) :Nay, Twereito be wiſhe in-this in- 
Hance, thatThat woreall ; but alas, he is work 
too, rirſed-not.conly njuſtly," but — 
-wotben: ;makehim a property! to' our: ſordid ds 
figs, 'and:when he has profeit that he will norby 
Jerv'd togtther with Mammos, we: ittempr-rhat 
whichis;yetfar: moreblaſphemous,and make him 
ervicetohimwith whom he diſdains ro ſhare 
1:wheri paid by others. | 
NEITHER is Covetouſnek the only Vie 
thar-ſerves its intereſt -upon-Religion-: but's ag is 
made afaFor for that; ſoit is a cloekand diſgic 
for manyother. - Ofthis the Catalogues of pri- 
mitive Hereticks give! ſufficient witneſs; -divers 
whereof as the Nicolaitans, C erinthiens, c arpocra-” 
g70YIg: ans, 


"7 —_ : , : 
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tigns, and:Gwoſticks ſeem: to have: conſtituted di- 

ſfin&ſecs in; Cnifianiey only that they-might' 
beſtial-parts -of Heatheni/wr,; 


, ” 
4. 


introduce-the : moſt 
and:pretend an afſociation. in. ;Religion, when in- 
deed it was i-lafft: How far fome ofour modern 
Sears reſemble-.them'.in this Padticular, I will 
not-undertalke topronounces.:though. there want 
rot-thoſe whor make overs; and+ not improbable 
Canjettures concerning it: '.But whether that be 
the: main defign ior! no ;/ "tis: certain| both» that 
wickedrefs,- anc many other find great: ſhelter 
among them. --He-that brings re/o/ntion to up+ 
hold:a FaCtion ſhall not mils of Extertainmenr, 
haw adany; or how:great vices: foever he brings 
withit'; -andi4sthbay 5: of a godly” party, ſhall in 
{plight of: thelaudeſh Guilts :be: Godly: wer. $0 
Ieriber 10s, D_ngs it: ia {ome} mens accountta 
be: fadFione,"c that it i caters» the' multitude! of ſins: 
henee- it'is that Criminals fo frequently fly to new 
Churches for Sz»z#uary: and twill ſtill be che 
concern of ſuchto' bave ſo; creditable ia Refage ; 
angd/therefore wearenot to wonder-if this Intereſt 
combine withithe former..in promoting our Dif 
fontianss: 21th oh and wii, g 

2:{B;U:T: alas; :2s:it advances thoſe,: 10. does it 
Our gilt: toe, that have more: than ane vile: end 
to which:we accommodate our: Piety : and ſtill 


implies the greater offrone- to.our. God, by: how | 


many che moxeand: bafer z»tere/ts we ſhroud un- 
der his Patrenags,.. Alas, is it notenough, as Job 
ſpeaks; #0, hide our iniquities in our boſoms, 

maſt we wrap them in-the7e#l of the Sanitnerv? 
— Aa 4 - We 
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We read that' Goats .once lent 'a:covering for the 
Tabernacle; but here by-an'impious Inverſion; 
the Tabernaclermuſt:lend a covering tothe Goatsr. 
The moſt beſtial appetites beiboth concealed/and 
preſerved under:the Shadow of \Retigion, 11 Ply: 
tarch tells us that when Mercelwi;would have 
conſecrated a Temple:joyntly:40: Honour:i:and 
Virtue, the Prieſts reſiſted -it; ifaying, to 'Guds 
dwelt not in one 'Church :; and: 16 rheir: vaiy deities 


exafted-ſuch a:folemaity of ReſpeR;' and would 


not be Inmates to oze' another; carewethink the 


_ -prae God will be:content to'be-triade'{0-r0 alkoos 
vileſt laſts ? 'Thisisfure the higheft»»Coritumely 
to:thedivine 'Majeſty ;- and never could! the 'abs: 


mination of 'deſalation" more propetly:be faidiro 
ftand1n the holy placeithan in Lo vil for ashs 
yatures of theſe.: Guilts are fitly-expreſt by \abvmik 
mation,” {0 is theeffet® of them Co abfalin they 
having brought' che moſt - farat. miſchiefs'on'the 
Chet!) io bas cnn tud 10i-catlonrd) 
'-+A N D- now would'/Godallthatare conceri'd 
in this guilt, would ſoberly -ponder the weightof 


- 4t;- There are' two. things of which God: has ex 


reſt himſelf peculiarly Tender, his hozour' and 
bs Church ;,'this-is theinvading himin both/;*the 


expoſing the oxe to'Reproach and Contemnpr,, and 


the other to'Ruine and DeſtruQtion ; arid donbt- 
leſs were. there: nothing of. the former, this /ater 


-alone muſt: be fadly accounted for,” ''It remains 


yeta CharaQer of :infamy- upon: 'Achar;; thathe 
troubled 1/r2e/ to enrich himſelf: and on Bataan, 


that he not only loved the wages of iniquity; \bit 


enſ; nared | 
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enſnared vhe people in" unclean}: and "ire the 
ſamewith many apgravatidns'belongs'to:'thoſe, 


who'by the like nnworthy'pradtice;-have'not on- 


ly-rendred/theChurch a prey to foreigaers/ bit 
madeit fo'toYt elf; engag'd one partofir tgainft 
another,till'the whole is {o waſted; that our Re 


ligion ſees now nearer” extinion;' thy oy 
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A. Survey of the=Canſes' of Diſpates'; ''Fourthily, 
1 Paſſion, BORDIHGCLE DAR IU 1 10 am: 
40ibas! Ti oth RESS 23 $3 27 46:i13- SINBILTT VI9Y<E 
| COORITE Yo -_ EIN 
"diffentions 'is |Pſivs, which 'being'b 
0 God and nature Pigs DR ” 
to-reaſon, -when' it" quits*its "proper ation Ca 
aſſumes -expire;" it muſt needs diſorder and ſhb> 
vert not only the State of the Mind, but"'oP every 
thinz*upon! whicty it' has' an Triflence. '* I- (Ball 
not" kere-atterapt any  Philoſophiral' diſtotitſe bi- 
ther of their»#ture or number; all'that concerns 
the preſent enquiry falls'under”one of theſe two, 
our fove; or our hare: and! is either Kindfieſs and 
Prepoſſeſſion, :or Spight and Prejudice- Forthe 
firſt” of theſe tis" "(thing which common _ 
wt 


2{iY 


. 


* 


exce atteſts to 'be'\a moſt" forcible corrup ” 
the underſtanding, which being by natfve-right 
deſign'd a Fadge, is by this interrupted* in its 


office, 


Mai Vos, otra 4.2 ov - 


OUNTITE GET WET ARE At” 7; Warts © $3; 


ee ei ee OO ER ONS AC IANS Fs 


—— WIL ASOIE» HANG WTO EIA As Bro nontear 3 DAS>, AS aA 1 14 AIG 


Fl 
. edz But{ as itfares ſc 


A EE DE ag nes 


CORES 4 9-257, V1 ASIA DIAM. 6 PL TEC? © a AE. 5, Ae. rr 
. 


SAI ONES» CI ABEIE SPATE HEHE AGLEY PEI NNN at Abe Mt A AE Et aA SG Sao A BB GLAS ru HH 
— at _—_—_— ITS be GIO Date c " ae ee i OO aha 
: = . - EEC = 


366 Of theCanſerof Diftuter ; 


offive,n0t permitted to make thoſe impartial En- 


t/emtence ſhould be found-. 
;withi Mayiftrates- 
in-Populer1 ae } forced omen. 
NAYCEFPALS OWN atjon,. toown —_ roper: | 
native. diares,, bus ſuch mon ticles: 

by cheprajudicats.. Phancy....A we £ thus-lays: 

reſtraint upon the ſuperior part ofthe Mind,keeps. 
the underſtanding in ferrers, ſo ( to complete the: 
inverſion ) it takes offall ties from the inferionr :\ 


quiries, 0n-whichia 


| Gives not ofily 7icence,” but #ncitation to the other. 


Paſſions to take\their freeft rangs, to a&t with 


the utmoſt impetuoſity:... And ſure there can no-: 


More þe requir'd,o te readerie 2moſt ape /#- 
rument of Tarle and-Confuſion. . Fer \when- 
= opinion that is taken u P: ſhall inſtead of. 
th 4/ay and-arpument apntit felt withibea anc J io-. 
there can;þe no;end of: anpengiiog. nd. 
cur ofthi 1%, God: knows, too.lad y di Car-' 
fiibleag.our Conre *renever ſince Which Seca 4 
gente o their moms hand. rterach pq own 
Kt 207 Wy | 
Fn Fj 5 thy prepaſſeſſon, there are; twa Sar, 
FB cho-pee \k@\ Doctrine, the. other 40! Pere 
_ 3r by che fir I ea os a, {aber conſtancy;to 


thale Princip 4 ing, firt; imbibed -by |. 
"”_ : pr Won, Are os d (eyed nay Han | 


tional I 
Arines-mere pA lang and then — 
them the fanderds by which all others are £0 be, 


meaſured : 


Ty 


ron nh ri 


7 6? 


I 


-— OT I AC HEDIS 


= _ And: this kind of Prepoteion Ts 

Seal inthexworld;' there "noſeAulest 
meti; 'who-aflert opinions with aff in 
hemence, whocan give no better ground- of it; 


| buttherauſe theylike;them'r And. fee Bos 


chaſes: Tenet, "becauſe tis: right, '- $5/theſe 6ot- 


becauſ they haverhs/en Ht; 

gitar to oe 2 
2a; iQ adore/nor 

rhenote of Þr Prophanerieſs thatrefuſes. By 
y_ 1t is, -that fome'doFrines,” wi 

he fves ill abide the Teft,' are bee 

the Touck/fone bouts of Dettrines'and Men, 4nd 
no Opinion or Perſon"ſanfiifiee? which Mel "riot 
chigimpreſs. -F axed not additorgive 
gichtp ofithe' Dot xaves or rape 
og them has hadiononr oy hc - 


kind'af Prepoſſaſiow is" ofrenti 


of another'; and-rhis Veneer 4- 
Oe oor En 


of theiroAuitiors, '\Mett ralke'vp! 2'co 
I -or ſanity Mech Boden the 


ſane impl 
por 94 »bur-not/fo''mich por Morn 
and: this udmiration of metis' Peeſo - > has min 
ages' been of: huge 'mi/chief t0'the Clidbck. hs 
nueſtazp privase oe = Mn 1 publick Ex- 


» 3 


rors; and giver-an- unha uy to w—_ 


| arte opinions, Phpron — 
T Sel Role firſt propurnirs,” This ſeems t0- 
have deen 'foreſeety oo S. OY Wor he fo tar- 
neſtly eFhores the Corimthians againſt the aferi- 


bing 


*Y 
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38 Ofthe Caſe of Diſpares ; G—_ 


ing:their Faith, to their ſeveral reſpeRive Teach, | 
a#5 Bur fure Tam ''twas ſadly experi 
the ſacceeding Chriſtians,-who owed many of thas 
grins tOik.: A: Pri —_— inſtance: HEE was 
61 Milemmam, /which.in {piglt of its improbas 
pulity prevagh d Jang. and an aniperſally por 
they ruth oe wok of Authority. - Hf | 
Le man and Scholar of :S. Jahn, having 
ered it, the freer: of bis; Peiſon ph. 17 by 
| wht and mianchoſe rather to admit a do#rimt 
+ nagre leneſs to the olhel-Occogamy 
agred it 10us,; thanthinkan Apoſtolichmes 
aud eduge 6: ops And theiforce of. this" is yet 
ore. conſiderable, when 'tis);remembredithatit 
: | proſe elyte &, Ap only among; the Vulgar, 'whio 
i moni lenthls to.any.\ aew- Imprefſioi, 
among thoſe; of'a bigher\rant; men that were 
lights in their generation: Fufkis\ Martyr and: Tre: 
new having;owa:d,the:Opinion; andintimnated it 
have beer R peed oy by many. others ac leſs Or- 
x 3.and.it. ſuchaſeduQion could. prevail,; fo 
-; 10 thoſe purer: 'timies,: hefore mens intereſts 
leen;were adopted-:into.their: Religion,:zand 
bemeralpamey errors, if. Satin aerdcrepits- 
Pron.pfa;Teagherowas then Gngly: ſo operative; 
Weg cannot FI er at. its. efficacy; in conjunCtion 
waith thoſe 4uxa/izries, which worler. times:have 
brought 10... What, concurrence, -of -th Eted 
was.n the ſeveral, Hergſes, which. after-io 
the.Church, I;ſhall not. now examine; but 'tis,vi- 
ſible that many,of them grew conſiderable, chiefly 
from the fame of their Authors ;thus T atia»#s up- 
X on 


/ 


—_ 


 theblindne 


Chap/16. | Fourthly, Paſſion.\:" 


| dn the credir of being »ftin Mattyr's: diſciple, 
7 


hadan advantage: to diſſeminate his{errors, and 


| notonly his, but. thoſe of Origen,',Apollinariand 


Novatws, gain'd abettors fromithe reputed Ortho- 
doxy of the Perſons: that propos'd them, whotha. 
ving aſſerted the Faith in /omepoints,; werequali- 
the more proſperoully to oppaſe it;in-otbers.:!+ 
"NOR. has it been-only' the: miſhap. of elder 
times to have felt:the miſchiefs'of ſuchiprepoſſel 
ſion; the d;/eaſe has ſtill advanced, andevery day 
improved in worſe effe#; by how much men have 
moredegenerated from primitive integrity; ſo that 
the eaſie x re 15:now in danger, not only from 
| 1 "48 the treachery of his guide, and 
1isofren led out -of the ' common road,.. as: thieves 
draw paſſengers into by-ways for the better oppor- 
tunity ofrobbing them : - But *tis. not my preſent 
bulineſsto ſend Hue and cry after them, to exa- 
mine what the intentions of thoſe /eaders are,-who 
miſguide' their" traQtable admiring folowers : tis 
enough for my purpoſe to obſerve, that thoſe 
who ſo deliver up themſelves in a blind afſent to 
the diQtates of any man, are in. his-power to be 
abuſed by him if he. pleaſes : T ſhall leave it to 
others, .to eſtimate the probability that they ſhall 
not beaQually ſo :- But certainly this may be ſaid, 
that theſe /arer ages have beyond all the y {ok g1- 
ven Opportunities of ſeducing to-any that will uſe 
them. The one eſtabliſht Doarine of 7fllibs- 
{ityamong the Romaniſts is eminent for its propri- 
ety that way, while under pretence of ſubmiſſion 


to ſomething they call Tyfallible, *tis evident that . 


the 
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370 Of the Cauſes of Deſputes ; 146 - 
ae fairb of the ignorant Pedjdr reſolves-it lf | 
Tito chat which they acknowledge moſt Fable; 

the DoQrine of their immediate Teachers. > But 
Frak&it at the beſt, ſuch''a perſpuſton is not 

Hy'af erForin (it (elf; and/an apt foundation for 

nerable others,” but: it' neceffarily 'renders 

. theinthicorrigible; the leaft retrafQation ofa + 
ake baiays inconſiſtent with the claim of 3nfa/.' 

libility, that-while they retaiis the oxe, they mult. 
never/atrempt'the oeher, nor can they craſs to 

"Erre,'cill chey confeſF'it poſſible they may doo. 

How muchmore thar poſſiblethat has been; the 

THhany Innovations 'of that: Church: fufficiently | 

witneſs; and: conſequently:the'danper of preſu- 

ming _ the unerrableneſs of a guide.” *But 
would all that »pbraid it there, 'were themſelves 
ſeentefrom it, and that many did not intheir pra- 

Qice 'tranſeribe that decried  doiFrine, and: that | 

t00 with the improvement of ' worſe circumſtances. 

T-muſt call themworſe, by:/how much the'/probeti- 

tities of Erring are greater under the extempora- 
conduQ of a Private perſon, than the fixt rules 

of a community, and by how much again. the vo- 
luntary enſhving my ſelf is moreexculcleſs, than 
that which the principles of 'my Profeſſion, and 
conſequently a Reming obligation of Conſcience 
expoſes meto. - And as to the' matter of FaQt, 1 
think” tis evident enough, that the admiration of 
mens Perſons'is a reading diſeaſe that: has over- 
run Chriſtendom”; and though a grear part of ic 
inveigh 6 8 F; rar faith, yet if it be through- 
ly ſcanned, 'twillappear 'tis rather the obje# _ 
the 


COR 


this has taught ſome Seducers a 


—— tes aa. DE dad 


Chap.16. " Fourth, Fallon.” > Im 


| their? wedddferabout. Hethat vehemently op- 


that homage to the Conclave; will. RE 
payitt0 a Claffs : and. he that refuſes it-ther 
yields ittothe Votes. of a Congregations Cherch.; 5 


.orif hehold. out | that-to0; -yet; chuſes to 
-huaelf fome Sonia 


private Teacher oa:which tocaft it-: 


feroee rn , Jeter Makes bivs:e Ti and 
HP b way 4 


nies) its reſponſes, Nay, that which makes 
__ w—_ yet more f{adly ridiculous, is that. the 


is: private:uſe;- andithen confi- 
ts his Credle, and has nothung:todo 


ſition to- oze Uſurpation makes:them 


| 4! Sag emſelves up to apather.. How many, 
_ they p_ tears a Preacher rail fiercely at 


EI y. made” him zherrs, and 
poling that Gt an wo raves 4 ſafe guide, 
Leh given him as abſolute 8 rule of their Conſci- 


ences, as that he exclainm'd ( perhaps Bo 


vied) elſewhere ?: And. the like inftances mi 
be given among our other Stein parties. And 
cky artifice, 
'made them obſerve to what opinions chain Proſe- 
lytes-had the greateſt averſion, and by comply- 
1ng with their ager ſo teal away their /ove; that 
.they might after lead them to what they pleas'd, 
-yea,perhaps tothat which they ſo. much deteſted 
For there want not examples: of ſome, who have 
by back ways been brought tq thoſe Qpinions, 
which at firit they moſt defied, . What have been 
the artemiprs, or ſiccef of rhe Emiſſaries. of Roe 
this. way, . I ſhall not pronounce, though ſome 
( not improbably ) ſpeak them great. EE, 


"P 
( 


37 Of theCanſes of Diſtutes; Chapac.. 


-7*Þ/R:'O M this blind-and pafſionate'eſfeem of {&-! 
-veral Teachers have flowed: mga ; 
gnents;' particularly -thoſe diftinEt' Appellations, ' 
which form differences into Sefs,/ many of which 
expreſly» own this:0#iginal, 'by;bearing| the names- 
of their#rft Azthors. \ I might here put themin' 
mind; that: they-are' illegirimare perſons,, whom | 
our Law direfs:/to write with an a/ia3, andiask 
them Whether the Church from their ſuperinduceil 
name; has not tauſe ſo to repute them.” But T arh// 
fare I' ay with-rhe'utmoſt ſeriouſneſs ſay, that® 
thispratice is tothe' great' violation 'of Chriſtian. 
unity, and reproach. of '' Chriſtian © profeſſion, 
which ſeems to'beabandon'd and difown'd by us, 


who inſtead of denominating{ our ſelves from the * 
Aathor and finiſher of our Faith, find out new Pa- | | 


#roxs, as if we were aſham'd of our-firſ# Relation, | 
Alas, how is the title of Chriſtian, which was ſo 
gloriow tothe Primitive owners, that they gladly - 
bought the occaſion.of boaſting it with Torments * 


and Death, become ſo deſpicable ro ws, that every | 


the '6bſcureſt name is courted to'-ſupplant-it.! 


Have any of our [do/ized readers bought their in- | 


tereſt in us ſo'dear'as Chriſt has done, why then - 


are werather ambitious to be accounted their de- || 
pendents than his? *Tis the Apoſtles own argu- | 
ament,"'r/Cor. 1.13: when he refutes their faQtious | 


..entituling themſelves to Pawland Apollo, &c. by : 

aexing them if Pa«/were crucified for them: And * 
'1rdeed he there ſays ſo much. upon this poinr, that _ 
Tneed only refer the'Reader thither to learn, et- : 
ther the wnreaſonablenef{ of this Schiſmatical _ | 
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nions, Fer an n | Ch hich. ſor _ it; 3:9nlp 


Wagms: ,obſerve;! that every of his Arguments arg; 


prefling:upon 48, .than onthe Corinthians 7 
toe. aſteg om the unreaſonablereſs fureargby.. 


how much.the; mare ſo hae os are leſs.vene- 
thaſe From. chd conſequences 


6, For 340d; 
thals; Teachers, .2pere on eg 9m 
ours commonly are:no.lefs bulic t0;prox; 
MOR; 0genriows\ tint FDaje behalf; and; . Wears, 


. myſCalcorain'd deverto want Chee at 9, 


BUT be delalagahbingtadier prepalſeſion towards 
patron dapabet of ory en; 


qe a "hs bavden ; Men: —_— up Plignes: 
leaſwres at others, and then. every. opinion. 
Er 
| u werrel;; Nor 0 

RACES: Tay - ! Nay, .noterhe honour oi: 
ing;jnorhe right! ome haye, been.10pery 
verlly.imn Litiond, 'chias hat:ithey” _ ven tony 
1 9, their Pleen, forſaken an Opiniiz 


| bn: themſelves, approved,. only. that:they might} 


find matter of conteſt with one'they maligned; [Ai 
norgble inſtance. of this. Sorrares, gives in his, 
Ecol, Hi. in. Theophilus, Biſhop + of. dotaOres 


| who having formerly atteſted the Orthedox 
| lief, that God- was.incorpoteal';yet;upon;a 
; ten indignation anſtDioſcorus. and his _— 
coma gd Toile, he embraced the core. 


_irarp 


of the Cenſor Die, —vapia 


ag car ws 'Pragical; "nds « 
| & 

provere z£in Tumulr EE ence 
_ by reviving-that: -Breor, which _ 
Jews Eh ina n—_—_ 


| and/his Father; by-' 
gr ern arid ſeveral othets' might be" 
j« qodom pf purpoſe, out of the Records of thſ 
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& much inp in meehneſf ſme, as that we 
Canal think” "the fam principle-is not "RAlf as 
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«#jve.; ambifirhe Thikiwere nor\more Enviens 
thachard; miny —_ imftacces migtirbe\given 

| Wiporiadly: ifucty as ha- 
ving; juſt! farce ni ſtrokecof Ectieſiafts- 
ry P77 ei hive foughtoto: revenge themſelves 
onflittors,: by FaGtions/and Tu- 
dove. ver rh _—_  cloaſr; che 
: "the'ct « parficnley 
ratodut6?|Bur this is a Sobj ge Derpl tefalnot 
> Ofls 
dy5rahwoWohere riſe 


«any thi 


boy ermarY: obſerves Sven 
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advis'd with. about the _readmitting Marqueſs 
Huntley, and preſt with the preſent exigencies of 
Church and State, which r vir'd it, gave his 
final anſwer in theſe terms. \ Well Sir, I ſee you re- 


——_—— Huntley # in Tr? if 9 you ao, T will Ke 


if 
t 
| 
13 
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376 Of the Cauſes of 5 magg - = 
ſe it, © whether:you will loſe him or:me, for- ran 

| cannot' have; Some may think-the greateſt | 
propriety of this inftance lies toſhew-the';»/olence; 
of -that Tribe towards Meaje#y ;;--buti however 
2tis- not -impertinent to the matter/ig-hand- alſo” | 
and ſhews how light the.-greateſt publick concerns 
eg mans has > rm -indeed- | 
the {Varureſts experiment, that: ;ot+ 
_ -with-fleme, i never: juſtifies ark f better 

than when. applied to-minds thus accended, which. 
Howes i pr IT OI : The Calcefs of can” | 
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HU. S--fatal havn—_—e ſcveralſores.of prepoſ;. 
ſelhons been: to our Religion, for as if that\were” 
. the common. Entmy, our:\moſt- diftantocontrary. 
AfﬀeQions,' our love a our "on alan ; 
_ Its: hole: boxilh x | 


= a ew) to receive Ours : for 
t the Zeal we pretend elſewhere is really pal 
to them, is __y too! aan 3% 


g 


tter. 


< 


Ss 
5: 


IS F-06) MOS poy n+ 


*”_ 


mi 


9 


þ1005 
4 
m— 


IE, 4 

GC, 1% —_— 
ob T Þ. % $5 C 
Þ 1 "Fift 

7 | 

By. ”® -* 
£ TT _ J. 

: . E x %& 
We % . > . > - s 


P - 
*- 


. bi: 4 
. Fi. * 
=> + 5 


ALS: 


22 
*Me. = 


'® rom_ » - 
” P 
£ . 
% m_—— po oe _ » b 
[8 +> og d 
- Py 7 Sov” » : L 
"S q . Ip=& . +4 5 
« 2 \ v 


ow 3” =» 


- : 


*+ Ji, 20 wt et ate gag com +, 


-4CH AP. XVIL. 

4 Survey of the Cauſes of” Diſputes ;_ Pifthly, 
MgO: theſe ſeveral cauſes of our diſtraRtions 
; we may add another,which thoughin its 

original it may ſeem more innocent,yet is 


being exceedingly:mad againft rhem ; 
and all chis:he did being” Zealous:towards God, 
e-ought todo many 
of: Jeſ#s, as we find 
; Es FR 


and out of a: penſwaſſo 
| things contrary'td 


I 


1G 


A - —F Th Cauſes of Dus, rh 
_ 1ahis Apologie to his country-men and King Arie 
24, Aﬀts 22.2.8 26.9 


AND ' of the abecrors pf thoſe Novel doQrines 
which after-tirges produced, we have reaſon to 


think manywere of this Sort,. eſpecially i in thoſe 


' _ Herelies, which though the ed ſecret ve- 
' + ome in _them, had yet a plauſi ible appearance of 
| Sandity. and Devation:3 Gack was''thit of the 


Etcratiter;: which. Acemd:ito; be founded in the = 


_ - vengrationaf two: great Vertues\Cantivence and 
: gy oy th bt by extending ther beyond 
_ the dye;limits, they. faſt that 'Sobriety chey toQ 
| Grigly embraced, and became inordiviete in their 

Continence;!and exceroe in their Abſtinence: 
v$uch as were the: Euchites or Meſſalians, who 
_— ry 2" ng nat -only of Ek but 

eyen to contiit 2 prey 

it they/evacuated all echo an. dds of both, - yet ky 


_ ing the detrer of a Precept, and the pretence' of 


Devogion: an their ſide, *twas a proper beit fob 
thoſe; who had 'much- Zeal and /jtths. Knowle 
Iaſkdmanner the Nometters: Heryfic had-{9 
_ rjousaninſcription of Purity, 'as was'very apt-t0} 
attra®-welhkmeaning! Souls:;/-who! ſatin 
ES Ea Es 
twat. at: was tt; fan ect No 
faith; cOrdan "fame ofr:ithat. $ 


Aa 


'proved: th hoc in RE ortns Ehahin 
nd- Arian i neriecutior 3:1; Nor/muft ie be ſo-un- 
charitable tothembdetmeimes,:ds mdt: 20: bolicve:- 
many: have'ated-updn:the Iike\Peinciples,: and 
| means truth and EST: adtnally: 


more 


ic bid 


CO Iu on at 6 ow n= > 2, > to 3%2'YX Dn. 7 2 3 @ » Goniwn , it > 


- - 


| ' Chapan. | - Pifthly, Zeb, 379 


4 


d the contrary. But:how ſincere, ſoever 


theirs 0 of ſuch. ſeduced Perſons. were, -yet 


%is; gyideat the. Church has ſuffered no-lefs by 


vr) than bus the. Ce crafty Adana: Solve miſe 
mage as greatand incurable Rup- 
- Las Lanes > ious blaſphemes of others. 


| And wh © ye A it, matters little, 


her it -were ge by ay or. malic 3. nay, 


perhaps as: tothe | former 
_ |- may;be- the: More; cs yy gs 


he that 
knowingly commits an Ill, has the Upbrardings of 
his own Conſcience towards his reducing ;. theſe 
og-the other ſide have its Cheriſbing 5 .and Excou- 


| Tagements, tO confirm. and d ANBALE lng And 
ay gs) they: are (nas nar es which Seas 
+. ſuch Fes 


has in. all ages mage ons,, whom he 


| {eems. to have deluded ae los manner, ;that 


_ teſtifie. 


Medes is aid to. have ay wig e.daughters-of. Pe- 
lea, whom ſhe. perſwaded to hack their aged Fe 


ther, ig.. pieces, ;1a_ hope that by. her Magick, he 
ſhoald -NOt oaly: xoPver bs, rea «th: 1o thele 


read. and tear-their Morherthe Church, out of a 


hepe no: leſs:; deluſive, of reſtoring} her -p>4/fine 
beauty and Wig; how far.the-event nar if it 


alſo, the! dying Face of Chriſt ioniry does too. foal 


NOR has.ic- only been. the Heat of Erring 
perſons that has been thus miſchievous, bur ſome- 
times wer of right judgments have too much'gan- 
tributed to. the Les of Unity,- and the intem- 
perate-and imprudent Zeal of theſe hath ſexy3dao | 
bxaſperate the — ao with! of F9-0ehers 


1 
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this happens ſometimes for wan of diſtinguiſh- 
ng between the Eſſentials and C itcumſtaentials of 


Religion, andſq looking-upon'a miſtake in the 


Hater with the deteſtation' proper only to the'per- 


-verting -of the former; by this means' thoſe'who | 
Haveentirely'embraced the ſame-fairh, have yet | 


<iolated” charity and broken” communion ; ſych 
light »winute differences when manag'd by eaget 
"Spirits Þeing eaſily- blown” up 'into ſolemn and 


Yetshg contentions; To" that the" Diſputes 'raifd 


-abour ſome pin or zeilof the Temple,” have ſome- 


A 4 
* Zn” 


tines: ſhaken and'{endanger'd'the' whole Febrick, 


robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which 


was its faſteſt'cement, and ſureſt ſupport. © 'Of 
this we needno more'apt inſtance frem Antiquity 
than'that which has been already mentioned upo 

another occaſion.'  T'mean Yor's unbrother-like 
'Heat-towards the 'Eaftern Churches in the cox- 
Froverſſe about” Eaſter, which had fomented that 


Difference into a'Schiſm, which:the meeker Pie-- 


ty of his Predecefſors thought no ground of «- 
:;ndneff, tnuch leſs of Separation, as Ireneus more 
at kergs tells bim'; And' probably had Men in all 
the-ſucceeding Ages deliberately poirid the Er- 
rors- they: oppogd, and proportion'd: their Dif. 


pleaſure but to the ju# weight of them, many of 


bur d/Þtes-would have been'ſo calm'd, that they 


thould' nevet have become quarrels. - But many 


1h this particular have only usd' the Tourh-ſtore, 
not:the Scakes :- arid of ' Opinions that 'arever- 
Foncbus,: confider not which are more or; lefs per- 
- Fictions; 'but-with an equal violetice fly ar all, ” 
__ OP 3 {omen i 
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if 'theSroical opinion concerning Sizs had pre- 


wail din Errors alſo, and that all were reſolv'd to 
be of thefameſize. | | 


-- BUT even in thoſe of the higheſt kind it may 
rhaps be doubted, whether zoo eager 47 oppoſition 
ave not ſometimes done-har7, eſpecially in thoſe 
DoQrines which relate to- the my/teriaws parts of 
Religion, wherein a #ovelsy is at firſt lookt-upon 


with ſome horrour, and many are willing rather 


a 


£0 condemwin'grols than micely'to examize: Who 


| yet when'they'find this done for them by Orrhe- 


dos perſons, they think they may with ſuch a 
guide venture to wade into the queſtion, where 


- many times the inſinuations of Error are ſo ſub- 


tile, that all their A»#idores ſecure them not from 
infettion, but they are. themſelves captivated 


where. they expeQted only to 7riumph. Neither 
want there thoſe of the Y#/ger that are of a more 


-Snfolent temper; and out of a vanity of 'making 


themſelves: Umpires between learned Men, gree- 
dily read the writings of both Parties, who. yet 
areable to make no Folia judgment of either ; and 
when *tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to _ ſuch perſons, we muſt con- 
fefs' that Treuch has many to one Odds: againſt 
her: | Beſides, pablick arguing oft ſerves not only 


to exaſperate-the minds, but to whet.the Wits of 


Hereticks,” and by ſhewing tliem the wezt parts of 
their DoQtrines, prompts them to rally all their 
Sophiſtry to fortifie them, 'that what they want'of 
truth and reaſon, may 'be ſupplied with Fabecy and 


that 


| 382 : of the Canſes of Diſpares ;  Chapaz. 
that kind of Logich is - accommodated: to :the 


part/of ithe World. In: ſhorty it ſeems: 


not improbable, that many Herefies Owe much 
of their growth'to-the 1 ' Means.Of eradica- 
_ ring them: and have-acquir'd a reputation from 
the flor that was made. po mgt vgs Thus-$9- 
' vrares. cells- us that: d/exaxders. letters. about the. 
abrian;Herefie ſervd to feateer:thac peſtilent” in- 
foftion: the more abroad, nad cembatd. Mea 1ato, 
es,:140--that- the. —— aorld;. became. the. 
Scene! ) of that long Tragedy; i which: yrs 
might have hada 7A ry ey 
the notice of the Controverlie been, Yo carly di-. 
PUT T if the, Atternpts of the. Pen ;have ofien- 
proved fo unfit,::it: may. ber conſider'd whether 
choſe of the ſword are not: more ſo, and fiehting 


be-not:a'worle expedient thand/fetivg : and cer-. | 


A ni Ce 
we ett or 
LE EITDE ESSE: 
Ee W Ve t propagating 

gion by "Arms not only Ganfb: but averftorions, and 
has in order to the plz it in-a Nation, the 
foe! maybe. mellowed with the-þ/oad-of the Inha- 
bitants5 nay; the> o/d.extirpated;: and mew Colo- 
mes-planted. */Buc:we are:e0 remember that as 
Gods the: pray Monarch of the: World, i 
We: have all-the relation: of flow: ſubjects .t0 
him,and+can- pretend no. farther! juriſdition 
pver each other,; than-what he has\delegated-to 
ws -andfure *twould be hard to mn any _ 
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madlioo:from him forthe invading a.Nation only 


becauſe tis not.of our Faith. ,*T1s ſure, \cbg/ei th 


| «how: he firſt entrufied the promulgating of the 


Gofpel had far agferent- inf ructons, and *twere 
fit our: ay. Evangelifts ſhould fhew their Later 
dw bority for this fagguinary' Method 5 1n-order to 
which' though ſome have made ule-of the Opini- 
on. of: ſome Schoolmen, that dow!ninn 6 founded 
in Gras; yet as that-is but an Qpinion,: 10 were 
it. admitted as the mjo{t- certain Truth, . it could 
never warrant any. enterprize of this kind; for 
notes that a. people by- wanting .ſirifucl 
BeGogs:did loſe all-their right to remporal; yet 
thac Foxſciture:iruſt devolve- only to.- the +Su> 
premeLord, and-when: as Ged.in-another. caſe 
asks, where is tbe:bi4 of divorce fi: E/ay gout. 
f-we-rmay demand: of thele::zealous Invaders, 
where is the bil of oignment,;by'which thatright 
was-transferr'd to them? In: ſhort; peace is the 
moſt- yaluable /blefhogi of humane life, and; we 
cannot without injuſtice deprive:man of it,though 
we couli-as we pretend, 'give-thems truth in liew 
of it; for maugre- the: Proverb; that Exchange 
vill 6ill be rohbery,where the parties are compel'd 
tomake:ic. | But alas, 'tis.a yan inagination-to 
think that Religion can be thus impos'd : .or 
thacmie can bind the wrder/iarpdings and wills. of 
Men, with 'the fame 'fetters 'we do'their: hodfes 5 
tis true.indeed-.the:Apoſtle tells: us-there i: a way 
of bringing every thaught into.Captivity. to-the obe- 
diene of: Chret, bug he tells: us-wathal that. the 
neapoiis, by which-rhat Victory is atchieved, are. - 


RB0t, 


aw at. : 


334 of the Canſes of Diſpures ; "Chap. 7- 


wor Carnal, 2Cor. 10.4. Indeed did Religion con. 


fiſt enly in ſome external conformitres,) external 
. Force might bear ſome :( 
perhaps is-the cauſe that the one is moſt us'd-by 


tion to it: (which 


thoſe whoſe religion is moſt eminent: forthe. 


other) but *cis ſeated in thoſe facu/ties to which 


owtwerd violence can have no acces. - Alas, *ris not | 


whole Armies can beſiege my reefox,nor Cannons 
batter my will, 'tis conviction not force, that muſt 
induce Aﬀent - ſure the :Logick _ a-'con- 
quering Sword has no great propriety that way; 
| Gee tadend it may, but comvinte it cannot : Its 


 efficacy*rather” lies on (the other | ſide, breeds 


averſion and abhorrence of that Religion, whoſe 
firſt addreſsis'in bloud: and rapine : . Nor do ſuch 
attempts gain any thing to the Cauſe but the i#- 
Famy of thoſe rigours which are 'us'd to promote 
it. And ſure 'fince this piece of Mahumeten 
Teal has been'tranſplanted into Chriſtendom, it 
has been much-more miſchievous than in- its nx- 
tive ſoil. Chriftianity having been 1nfinitely 
more —_ by-thoſe 'that thus fought for it, 


thanchoſe that were in Arms ag4iz# it, Whe- 


ther upon :this ſcore the Pope have not done her 
more harm'than the Tw#k, 1 leave to conſiderati- 
:-BU T whar there faid of the »i/itery Sword, 
I intend notſhould-be applied to the Civil; forl 
treat not here of thoſe legal-puniſhments,: which 


Meg iftrates- inflit -upon their diſobedient -Sub- - 


jets; whoiindeed may jufty,nay indeed muſt xe- 
; ceſfarily-require Conformity to Ectleſieſt ical laws, 
2K - as 
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as-well as the Czui/: the DT in the: oxe 
commonly over-flowing the other alſo, and Schiſwa 
uſually: ending in ''Rebelon 3 fo _ 'tis fon 
nearly their intereſt: to guard :them wg 
thoſe. riotous nya _ Peng ext zeal; 
itlels their duty bs SR yo 
;11n:S; Part's lan 
ran mix od Roms 13. and in/Cox- 
axtines dialet, ?B=idwown: Te, +6 the, \Biſbopis 
in the:whole outward adminiſtration of the Charch, 


, ahd'if Hereſie or Schiſmbea ſin, 'areby their pla- 


ces obliged to approve themſelves: «vengers 5:20 
dberrach noleſs there; than in other 'cir- 


cumſtances :: And -that they are'fins- and- of no 
ſmall-bulk; | none:can! doubt that;obſerves: 
ranked, Gat. 5. with Zolatry, Witcheraft, Hatred; 
Murders, -and: other-fins of the fleſh; or Schiſn 
markt out by the to-the: Hebrews, AS '@ 
kind of '|perrifying crane,  which-induces that in- 
duration;”:to- which: ' the - fearf! i 


ub3e: 


wrath! —_—— for ſo-we find,” Heb. 10. ae — 


that for ſaking the. aſſemblies is lookt: on as previous 
to-fpoſt fie ary final defeCtion :: -And-therefore 
ſurethe' Magiftrate can do nothing kinder,even to 


the Offenders, than by taking their ſin early, pre= 


vent that fatal growth of it. *:But+thar' his: Ef 
wer thus reſcued, -I may afſume:my formerab 
ion,; and conclude, chat all- other -Violences 
are ſo far from advancing Chriſtianity, that they: 
extremely weakex and diſadvantage i it,. 
BUT. of no ſort-is this more eminently true: - 


. than 'of thoſe popular heats, where the Peoplenun-. 


dertakes 


385 Of the Cauſe of Dajpir ; Tyme. | 1 
dextakes to chaſtiſe 707i; for befides thar theour | 
rages'chen: coihumitted dreverpapt to avert: den 


even. fro truths which katy {ee ſo'barb 

defended, it:ofren happens:thas the waldtocy 'take 
exufleſs alarms, ad think their-Faith isinvatdet! 
when 1t15nats A memordbleinſtance of this kind 


TE ae his: EcebHikory,! where he-tolly 
-having-\addeeþ:t0 


ae Clan 610.47 crucified for ods 
I Fihe wiole City-of Confbawtivople: way in 


words had fame Herowaloneanin gneamng;;3 1 fb 


thy EEE chav 


o/&r againſt the: Trinity: Sm | 
 wif>Seul; 


ane ger aees ate — 
+ wheretfrukes, ;daxgbetides the:diredh mi 
devs of-Fuiwls:and: Sddivioh ereateorbers at the 
rebourid;/which are mtorc. permanent, and Yiſcomn! 
poſcr.and empuistdy mens fpiritsandrendertiom db 
ambition{hb\grbedy ob-quiexrels, for: their Relifjion; 
chat they are:aot! only; prepartÞto-reoerbey hubth 
feebiEndountets :: andris:toor{utet they'catrabver 
pre Tm; Aryan ſuch tempers)\ſimjerhd 
aries of Truth cannotchavemoers:cazidarags 
otuEncoburagement againftit;cthan IIS 
jr) mate ore orcas Tg 212113 19\OY7 
->DiYotlefeſaveral ways.chas-inc cotns; torqaks,. 
that: eveir that: a4! whick-ſhould be che-vift-of 

Chriſtianity... 1s -hecome:itsdifeale;; and} 

| kiberaHedneinbogyds:confunidby its owthiibdirs, 
= Mt. t: leaft*.1- may-call rhote its-owny. whiphcdes 
rive 


anyproar,capen,af igndrant!zealoulic thkt tfiole | 
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Earthquakes, "bet in the BP; 


of Meekneſs, 'Tong-ſuffering; 'and Con pay 


| —_— "Dis a Wy 
tive not from its proper and native conſiivarion ; 


hiit are the\xweidents of its declining fate: for 8 


how confidently ſoever Men'pronounce'of: thews- 


Kives, and befieve that they arerhen moſt prone; 
when they"urs'moſt eager and” unmguier 5-yet *tis 
fare this'is far removed" fron the true; Hlinand 
femper'oF religion, whichlike the Go*it' Wor- 
Anps, makes-its approaches, not 'in* ___ und 
aBÞ voit K qc | 
29.x2. Aridwherr*cis confide +4, that the #reatelt 
part of the EvangelicatEaw'is made up'of; 


ark ; wermifticonclude that £ea/ very: prepoſterons, 
wok Hope to obey by widlating' them 5--or"to/ 
ion by «»dirmining the mibAt'eſſen- 


cab pies ef je: and einer: 


| Ce OR Ingo hy apply thee 


caſion, Ton know wot what aero $, by ware 
'I'T. wil therefore bevome 5 Þ pu = = 
Jeabuſi or ehemielyesin 'this "particular; - nor 
too-confidentlhy' to 
carries x'{hew of Piety';! bit ſoberly to-weigh- 
how it'a with the' rules and Occonomy of 
that; Colbet for which it pretends-ſo much 'con- 
cetn; for though the true Chriſtian Zeal cari ne- 
ver be too: much: cheriſhed';-yet alas; *ris-not 
every warmth we feel abour- Religion” that can 
own+ther Title ; and fure we'do' not more often, 
or more fatally miſtake any'thing than in apply- 
ing that veticrable »ame to things of a far" Inferior, 
ay ſometimes of a contrary nature. - How: often 


upon 


Pd 


urſuer every: Incitatiot which 


388 Of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Chapanny | 
upon this Error, - have,Men aſcrib't-that ro, their, | 


_ thought 'rwas their ;re{zi0.made them Ear 
when 'twas merely them conftiracionz Nay, how: 
often , has: Sta» taken. this advantage of tran; 
forming.himſelf intoan 74A light; and inſfinus- 

- ating his illuſions under; this diſguue... And realy 

they muſt ftill be, liable co. both sheſe.deceits,; {0} 
ong as;they place the eſſexce of Chriſtian zcal in. 
heat and eagermefi.”Tis true indeed it has its heats, 
but aftuated in a. far different way, z, it has flames. 


of Love, not of Avger ;/ to-melt, apt conſume our, | 


| Je 12028 ONE? Pry ter 40Pour; Out Our, | 
own-bloud a Sacrifice'to. Truth than Hlatof gainſays, 
ers.:\Inſhort; if-it-be-a; Fire, is: that pare Ele-, 
»ental which the Peripateticks talk ;of, which is; | 
but of a moderate heati; apt. to cherjb | 
this, as.to think there. may. be woderation 
out the danger of Laeediceer Iukeyarvmeff; and 
upon that: ſuppoſition ſuffer: themſelyes to. cooÞ 
intoa. treatable Temper,. and then. I ſhould hum; 
bly offer to them theſe few Conſiderations. ;. :-- --; 
FIRST, the great and univerſal. fa#:bi/iry. of: 
humane  Nature,..which: renders it:not-only poſ-; 
ſible-that we may; but certain .that every 'one. of, 
us./ball erre in ſomething or other ,;. and/this ſurs 
is very proper to perſwade lenity to thoſe whom, 
we-find-aCtually erring, -;-'Tis the Apo#les argu- 
ment inthe caſe of Sin, Ga/.6, 1, Brethren, if 4. 
man be overtaken in. 4 fault, ye which. are ſpiritual, 
reſtore ſuch a ont in the ſpirit of meeknefoconſiderin l 
wh Joo njuering 


bo far beliovs, 


, with- 


/b,not devour;; | 
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; | Chapir7:  Fi/thly, Neel.  _ 389 
| rhy ſelf,” left chow alſo'be tempted. Where the com- 


wel. ood £8... 0657 


the Perfof? and fince we uſe -n6t to exclaimn ' 
| againſt menifor being ſick, but commpaſſionately to 


from the wonxds of an Adverfary ; or pub 


mon Peccability of 'mankind'is urged to induce 
Comimiſeriti6n an@ Gentleneſs towards the Of- 
fenders ;*afid if thisbe of force 7» ſi, where the 
concurrence brite will renders the perſon more 


_ inexcuſable,” it will ſurely hold much more in bore 


E+for, whichbeing purely involuntary, ( for no- 
thing is properly Error firther than'it 1510) *tis 
q rather as the di/caſe than crime of 


endeavour their _—_ 'why ſhould we here uſe 
ſo much a tontrary method ? *Tis true indeed, *tis 
neceſſary ſometimes in order to the Cyre, and 


ſometimes for preventing Dn eu 'of others, 


| todo ſome things —_ to the Patient; and what 


tends regularly* to either of theſe Ends, may in 


4. 4f 


this caſe alſo be Charitably done; by thoſe that | 


have Authority : But #hat differs as far frorti our 


uſual ſeverities, as the /ancings of a Phylician do 

| | or 24 bk Di- 
ſcipline from ' private Spleen. ' So that notwith- 
ſtanding this, we may reſume our concluſion and in- 
fer from the Errableneff of our Nature, the reaſor- 
«bleneff of compaſſion to the ſeduced. Andas it thus 
prompts us to look gently upon 6thers, ſoalſo to 
reflec inp rien upon our ſelves; and conſider 
how poſſible ir is, that even whilſt we condemn 


. others, we may indeed bein the wrong, and then 


all the InveQtives we rfiake at their /#ppoſed Er- 
fors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our 
own real ones. Tf this poſhbility were but adverted 

| CG =: to, 


72 
a it es tive He ÞD 


RO tl wee em a the 
An ep Apr 3 how many, pea 
mently. believed. apperepe, _ of 


allay, our foofiens 121 "Ip C15; 
hayenor fotpe wr rpms n.c 
dee CAT ta by rp 


apy mane Ys 
FIL) CT obs 0 have. the {+ 
10n,, an fecurit be Hh» Weak 

i if lveinthe oa fi the raja reel 


cond place conli 
ah lr -e4ans.to tha t:g00d en PIO 
E 


hut. 4p agg ah gr ns, elves di 
Cos Fu airs. I ced Pr Hoes 5;.NOt: onl YA 


- 


ry to 
De enerates into. Superſtition, Liberg- 
i into bro uſeoels,,. and. this. of Zeal-becomes 
Piots kind of Phrenſie, And. of Perſons 
ſo wh ſt God may fay as. Achiſo. did of David, 
1 San. 21.15. have I need of mad. men? No ſure, 
the defence o Truth is.t00 no le a cauſe to be ſo ma- 
naged; itsChampions arenat like men ina fray to 
make every thing a weapon that they can 
ſnatch up,and lay onas chance or fury guides, but 
aredeliberately to conſult the propereſt expedi- 
ents, uſe not only force but Stratggem agai aink rhe 
E erny: & yet withal to take care that wh xs 


got ituting of all others: "witboutir 


neſt in propagating it to others.: Jet. them in, | 
ſk; Prop Jer r bow neceſſary, 0.5 to hu : 
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| &9p9/e one,' another gain riot adventage's For alas, 
\ is-1ndifferent e@ Qur grand Adwerſary,by which of 
| histemptations we fall, and if by ſubrentingithe 
faith of ſome; he ſhipwrack' the chariry of orhers, 
' he has his ex, and triumphs at once both''over 
| mo and pra#ick part of our Religion. 
{St I-@100p mop nap Gy | —_— | 
on,and prompt us to examine.w egree ut 
lies on-chdſe; wiibeither one" of a blnd, aſh 
| zeal have/given- him this:advantage;  \And here 
f | though I cannor doubt, bur God makes grexs allaw- 
* | ances tothe miſcarriages of ſixcere intentions, 'yet 
 pathaps we: have carv'd: more liberally - to: our 
{elves than be deſigns us,and'prefume our Security 
1 gteaterthanioncuch it is: For how innocentſoever 
a good purpoſe niay make our Error, yet "risapri- 
viled beyond-all poſſibility of grant, 'thar our 
ſiwsr ſhould be-ſo-alſod; therefore if oar Miſper- 
- | ſiwaſionsdeget wicked prattice, we may'be'ac- 
| eduntable forthe oxe, though nor for the orher, 
We find indeed S. Pas/ alledges his ignorarce, as 
the Cauſe of ' his finding ery, © for his perſecu- 
ting the Church, bur we are toremember what 
that mercy he there refersto is ; not that of aþ/0- 
\ | dution, but we of : and had he refifted' the 
later, though with never. fo: full a perſwaſion of 
his doing well in it, I much doubt whether his 
good meaning would have ſecur'd him the for- 
mer ; So that all the encouragement, that Example 
can afford is, that God may probably do more for 
the reducing an erri»g than a-malicious Perſecutor : 
And when'tis conſidered that all the odds that 
Cc 2 Chriſt 
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392 _ . Of the Canſes of Diſputes ; Chap.17. | 
Chriſt makes between him that does ll knowingly | 


and zgnorantly,is in the xumber of Stripes : we mutt 
reſolve our »;takes are no ſuch A4mnlets as totall 


to ſecure.us. And then whether 'our guzlrs ſhall 


not;{welliin proportion tothe i/s we do, is a que- 
ſtion that ſure .can never be reſolved in the nega- 
_ tive; for if a good intention cannot alter the zature 
of Sin, ſure it.can as-little change their degree, 'or 
make that: of two Perſons equally miſtaken, the 
Miurter jof the one, / ſhall not be: a greater Crime 


than an intemperate ſpeech of the other. Andup- | 


on this meaſure the accounts oferring zealare like 
to-riſe very high with-many ; unkeſs wecan think 
Rebellion and Bloudſhed, Sacriledgeand Schifm, 


with all- that train of zealous Enormities to' be + 


light and trivial. 0 231 fd hpi 1 

-N. OR will it at all legitimate zhefe,or any other 
Crimes,: though they ſhould happen' to be com- 
mitted in the defence of Trath : Of this'S. Peter is 
a ready.inſtance, who when to guard Him, who 
was Truth it ſelf, che! had violated the Authority 
of the Magiſtrate in wounding an Officer ; Chri 


reprehends his raſhneſs, and inſtead of applaud: 
inghis zea/, upbraids his abſurdity, that could” 


think his. z2ea» aids conſiderable to him, who 
could command IG of Angels to his reſcue. 
And ure he is not ſo much more impotent in his 


£lory,: than he was in his exinanition, as now to 


need our Sins to ſecure any of his conterns ; and 
if S, Peter were thus check'd for «ſing that Sword 
which he was a little before warn'd to by, it muſt 

| ſure ſet an ill CharaQter-upon thoſe tymultuonc 
| reforma- 
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reformations, which have ſo much employed the 
zeal of later ages, to which there can never want 
A concurrence of. {everal great ſins, the gu#/: 
Whereof will ſcarce be wiped off, by theirdelign'd 
ſubſerviency to Truth; what Degree of exterua- 
tion it may afford, is hard topronounce, . ſince we 
have no 7w/e to meaſure it by. But whatſoever it 
1s, we are to remember, that it can. belong only 


. to ſucha Zeal as is purely religious, that mixes not 


with our: Paſſions or Intereſts; and therefore. be- 
fore men be too forward to appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, *twill be neceſſary to Exa- 
mine, Whether no ſiniſter Adherent have vitiated 
that zntegrity of their purpoſe, to- which alone it 
can (even by their own award and ſentence ) ap- 
rtain, 
I HAVE inſiſted the more on this, becauſe 
.many are apt to aſcribe too unlimitedly to the 
Force of a good: meaning, to think that is ableto 
bear the ſtreſs of whatſoever Commiſſions. they 
ſhall lay on.it ; and by thus preſuming. on their 
.Azxtiaote, venture boldly-on the deadlieſt poiſons. 
Toſuch the foregoing conſiderations may be ule- 
ful; and by robbing them of that imaginary Secu- 
rity,help them toa rea/ one, by making their good 
purpoſes.the DireQor of good a#1oxs, not the A- 
pology far. bad. This would make Religion look 
conſonant to it ſelf, which now groans under the 
reproach ofall thoſe Tlls, that are ated under its 
| Patronage ;. and ſure to reſcue her from ſucha 
ſcandal, 1s but a very moderate piece of compaſſion - 
Yet would God ſhe might obtain it even from 
Ce+ thoje 
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394 Of the Canſes of Diſputes; Chap.19. |* 
thoſe who'profeſs themſelves her greateſt Voraries? 
Butalas, -*tis one fad circumſtance of her ruine, 
that ſhe ows' it to fach;; that! thoſe Weapons 
which ſhould defend her, thus recos/ into her Bow- 
els, afid 'Scef ſhould/do/ her more- miſthief than 
prophaneneſs ; for while ſhe is but ſcoffed at by ? 
that, ſhe is wounded by this : nor ate thoſe wound 
ever liketo cloſe, till our Zeal grow more $a//4- | 
mich, *pattake ofthoſt healing qualities of Love and 
Meseknefs, the Want whereof has rendred it fo | 
unhappily inſtrumental roour DiſtraRjons. * 
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CHAP. XVIIL. 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Sixthly, 
Talepeſs, cial 


| UT as this over-aftive humour has done 
| abundant Miſthiefto the Church, ſo is it 
| } "obſervable, ' that the dired? contrary has | 
done as much ; nay, which is yet ſtranger, the'one 
is frequently the produ& of the other, and our” 
r00 buſie zeal ſprings from our too great Idlenefs. 
How much ſoever this may ſound like Paradox, 
yet both reaſon and experience atteſt the Truth of 
it ; for weare to conlider that God np an 
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attive principle into man, which *tis impoſlible fo 
to ſuppreſs, as that there ſhall be a total ceſſation 
from motion : And therefore every intermitting of 
ſober, regular atings, makes way for wild Extra- 
vagant ones ; for as nature is faid ſo, vehemently 
to abhor vacuity, that the very inanimate bodies 

Ws would 
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; | Chaps.  Sixthly, Jdlewf., 395 
. would forfakerheir fpecifick motions to-prevent - 
” it:-So when the #in4 is Empty, when it Has no 
' worthy and profitable pecation to entertain it, 
+ everythe thoft improper and preternatural Object 

offers it ſet, arid: importunately crouds in' to fill 
_ thevarnnm, This ſeems'to have been well ufder- 
' Kood, though ilt appnes by Pharaoh, - wheti he 
| thought the 7/-ae/#es propofal of Travelling into 
| the Wikternefs to therr Devotions, was the. Ef- 
{ {of their too great leiftte at home ; and there- 
fore encreaſestheir zasks as the propereſt way of 
diverting their deſizz : and in like manner we find 
- thoſe that treat of Polirzcks, infift upon the neceſſi- 
ty of keeping the People bafte, in order to' which 
| itis, that they mention the uſe - of Marhemarichs 
' | and other contemplative Sciences, to' entertain 
the a&#ive ſpirirsof a Nation, in demonſtrating of 
 Problemes, ſolving Phenomenad's, and' drawing 
Schemes and Diagrams, who elſe would' be praQti- 
ſing upon the Goverwment, making new 1dez's and 
Platforms for the Common-wealth : and doubtleſs 
there is parity of reaſon in the /Ecclehiaſtick State, 
which would have beerr at more peace, had ſome * 
,men found rhemſelves other diverſions, 
- AND this isconfirm'd to' us by experiment 
andobſervation of Event; for if welook into the 
Primitive times, -we ſhalt find that when there 
was a neceſſity of defending the common (faith 
againſt Heatheniſm, when Chriftians were'em- 
ployed in writing pologies and vinazcations,' there 
were much fewer of theſe inre/tine debates (at leaft 
ſuch as were Meraphyſical and' purely Notional) 
: CC 4 « they 
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they had their hands full of the foreign Enemy, and | 


had, the leſs temptation. to jangle, among them 
ſelyes., So alſ when they were under the greateſt 


ſtorms, of perſecution, when the Church was moſt | 
violently aſſaulted from .wihoet,: it had. the grea- 


teſt Calm within. They.were then inceſſantly em- 
ployed, and buſied their. Thoughts; in preparing 


for the fiery trial. [Thoſe cloudy days made them 


keep cloſe at home waiting for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and ſuffer'd them nat to wander abroad 


for thale unprofitable Curioſities, which though 
like 0i/they might nouriſh flame, yet would ne: 


ver furniſh their Lemps, qr gain them admiſſion 


to the wedding ; .but.in the intervals, and eſpeci- + 


ally after the total ceſſation of .their, calamity, 
when their Peace had taken them. off their Vigi- 
i then while, they ſlept, . the. Envious man 

ad advantage to ſow _ ares. Reſt madethem 
zale, Idleneſs made them cnriows, and Curioſity 
contentions ;, and thole whounder the Tyranny of 
a Nero or Domitian.were in perfe& harmony, un; 
der the gentle piqus regiment of a Conſtantine, 

rew to the greateſt diſcord; and perhaps ( be- 
ides the Divine and extraordinary ſupports the 
Church had in her greateſt conflids }, this may be 
one of the beſt natural accounts, how ſhe came tq 
flouriſh moſt under her heavieſt preſſures, 


BUT our obſervation ends nat; here, for be- 
ſides this extraordinary importunity, of-thoughts, 
which perſecuting times occalion'd,.; Chriſtianity 
1s in itsframe. and. conſtitution an ative. State, 
has its ſtanding buſineſs, and beſides al) accidental, 
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a Series of determinate, conſtant employments, ſuffi- 


- cient toentertain mens minds: from which: we 


may infer, that when this is throughly adverted 


|. to, there will be few chaſms of Time.to be filled 


with foreign impertizencies. And this givesa clear 
account how our diviſions have come to grow up- 


for as every agedegenerated more from Primitive 
| piety,{0 they advanced farther in nice enquiries and 
new opinions; andas the zeal of pra#ice grew cool, 
ſo that of diÞute gathered heat and 'vigour.So that 
if we conſider how far our good works fall ſhort of 
the firſt Chriſtians, we need not wonder to ſee our 
controverſies ſo far exceed them ; that Time which 
was gaind from the oze, being employed in ham- 
mering and forging the other, I do not forget that 
I have before ranked this diverſion of Chriſtian 
PraQtice among the efe&s of our Contentions, 
and foreſee it may be thought very inarticigh} 
here, to make it the cauſe alſo; But alas, its con- 
cern in them is ſo extravagantly great, as to have 
at once the relation of Child and Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch, Fountain and Stream, and 
like a circle unites in z# ſelf Beginning and End : 
For as it firſt gave birth toour quarrels, ſoit final- 


tant /azy ; aac gave vacancy for them, & they will 
now lend none back again for more a&ive duty. 


ſtianity has been thus pernicious, ſo have;the i 
effetts thexeof been improved by the like ill atten- 
dance on our particular ones. We find S. _ 

| takes 


\ 


onus, namely, by the NegleC of prat#:ck duties, _ 


ly receives excreaſe from them, Inſhort, our oſci-. 


Andas this zeg/et of our general calling of Chri- 
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takes notice, that the younger widows, who deſer-:: | 
ted their own Eccleſiaſtical Office, grew buſie-bodies | 
in the Secular affairsof others ; and ſure we may. 
' with truth invett the note, andobſerve that thoſe, 
who either deſert: 6r ' negleCt their Secu/ar Cak | 
nicioufly -zed/ing in Eccle- * 
tkmatters.: Did men conſcientioutly employ. 
themſelves in their honeſt occupations, their Minds | 
| 2 and it would not | 
become the work of Artificers' to make new :| 


lings,' arethe moſt 


would be ſufficiently diverte 


Schemes: of Doctrines or diſcipline ; | Divinity 


. would not then. paſs the Tard and Loom, the Forge 


and A#vil, nor Preaching be taken in as an eaſier 
ſupplementary Trade, by thoſe that diſliked the 
pains of their own. But all this alas, we have ſeen 
ro the equal ſhame and detriment of Piety. - Me- 
chanicks of all ſorts have preſum'd to tech what 
themſelves never /carnt ;and thoſe that ferv'd long 

rentiſhips roother Crafts;have become Divines 
in 2 moment, and with the ſame emulous induſtry 
wherewith they us'd toinvent new faſhions, have 


made new Religions. And as Idleneſs has thus 


made ſome Preachers, fo it has made more heareys, 


thoſe/\whoeither by the eaſineff of their ws 


or their {light managery of them, have, had t 

moſt vacant time, have been the apteſt to run af- 
ter #ew-Teachers : Hence it is that Towns and Ci- 
ties havebeen the great »»r/eries of Fai#ion,the /ci- 


fare of Shop-men making them more inquiſitive 


after, and receptive of Novelties. And were that 
over-grown zeal of Sermons, which has now de- 
vour'd all other. parts of Religion, among that 

#= ih ſort 


| : of the Canſes of Diſputes ; Chap.:8, b : ; 


| Chaye#3: _ S1arbl, Talent. 
- | brtof men rhroughtly ſcarined,' we ſhoukd find 
' | Idleneſs goes very #: "be 

| fides that Hearing is the moſt /az of all religious 


- —— OO — | a 6 ' : LT 


— 


399 


nh att ye page bates A294 ig pas 


t in its compoſition ; 


Offices, 'as appears by the undiftur# 4 ſleeps men 


 catitdkear'Setmons ; it is manifeſt this Inſatiate 


appetite of it, is originally founded either in. clic 
not #4vivg buſitiels, 'or not arrtnding td it. For 


| Hhopld Fask ſach men, whether ifneceſfiry hat en- 


forcd'S. PanPsrule upon them, that withour theit 


'| Yabowr they ſhould not car; they would have fpent 


their whole week at Le&#ares,and truſted to be fed 
by the Ear. - I believe few could pretend to have 
begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal, thongh the truth 


- 5s1n the iſſue it ſometimes arrives £0 it ;' and men 


that have irching 'ears forget the reſt of the body, 
whilft to gratifie them, they torally negte@ all 
care of their Secn/ay concerns, and bring Thert- 


ſelves and Families to want atid beggary. ONS 
NOR is itonly this o»er4#k of Perſoris whom 


Idleneſs has betrayed to faQtion, Servants we have 
frequently ſeen under the ſame Seducerhent, 
while ether having but /irtle work, or but /ittle 
diligence in it, they have found time to liſten after 
novel dotfrines, with which being once tainted, 
they impatiently thirſt after more, and negleCt- 
ing the duzzes of their place, ſpend their #/e, 
which by compa is their Maſters ( and cat with 
no more juſtice be putloin'd from hirti than his 
goods) in following fattious Teachers, who in- 

ruct them ſo in their Cliriftian  /iberty, that 


they bring them todefic all ſubjeFion : Arid by 


telling them they are to call no man Maſter upon 
| Earth, 
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Earth, that they areto own no King. nor Prieſt - | 
' butChriſt; teach them to contemnall Authority, | 


Domeſtick, Civil, or Eccleſiaſtich. -5Eh8 
I'F we look farther into families, we ſhall find 
alfo that many of our She zealots become ſo upon 
the very ſameground, when Women negleQt that 
which. Paw afſigns themas their proper Buſt 
neſs, the guiding of the houſe, their Zeal isat once 


theprodutFand excuſe of their Idleneſs; and.in_ 


ſpight of the il Chara&er the Wiſe man has ſet on 
er, whoſe feet abide not in her houſe, Prov. 7,11. 


' It becomes the mark of a Saint, when a Le&ture _ 


or Conventicleis taken in the way : And though 


theſe feminine Irregularities may ſeem to be of no 


great concern to the publick, yet experience con- 
vinces the contrary ; it having been the «nhappy 
priviledge of that Sex (as ancientas thejr Mother 
Eve) to be abletodo great -and important mi/- 
chiefs ; and doubtleſs many men may give the ſame 
account of their Schiſm and Sedition, that Adam 
did of his firſt ſin, The woman that thou gaveſt me, 
- &c. This has always been well underſtood by Se- 
Ancers, Who have found it the moſt compendious 
way to their deſigns, to /cad captive ſilly women, 
and make them the Duck-coys to their whole Fa- 
mily :. But even thoſe. who have miſt of this influ- 
ence over the minds of their Husbands, have yet 


had it over their Parſes, and out of them ſuppor- . 


ted the Rabbzes of the FaQtion ; who in gratitude 
to. thoſe wiſe 4b;zails give their Husbands the 
title, and perhaps wiſh them the fate of Nabal. 
And God knows, how many men have thus hoop 
made 
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| | madecontributers'to' the cauſe they have moſt de- 
; teſted;maintain'd that fire which thoſe incendiaries 
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have-kindled in the Holy place ; Money beity no 
If the ſinews of Eccleſiaſtical than'iSecular War. 


 ::T-HUS- we ſee how the [d/enefeven of the 


moſt inconſiderable- perſons has at the rebound 
been extremely perniciows to the' Church, which 
likea C/2th or Watth may be diforder'd by ther» 
of the leaſt Pix; how much more then, by that 
of the 114i wheels and fprings? If Negligence in 
Lay-tallings have though but an oblique, yet ſo in- 
edi an Influence, the like NegleCt in Eccle- 


| fiaftick muſt needs have a worſe, ' becauſe-more 


immediate and dire. - And' would to God'we 
could fay this had been wanting tothe complete- 
ing the miſchief : But alas, many'of thoſe who are 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, ſeem to 
have forgot their Errand, and'ſftand thre all the 


day Idle ( a much worſe ſight*than'to have ſeen 


them ſbonly in the Marker-plare ;*) ſo that 1'fear 


there is -too evident ground of- ſaying, that the 


flight execution of the Paſtoral Office, has been 
oxeof the moſt eminent Contributers to our di- 
ſtraQions. And among all the uw of that Charge, 
'none has been more generally, or more pernici- 
ouſly negleQed than that of Catechizing ; the want 
whereof has left People ſo unbortom'd, thatlike 
a hoiiſe built 'on the ſa», every Wind of Doftrine 
blows down that Faith which they only profeſt, 
but underſtood not. This is that which has, made 
ſo many «nſtable Souls, as S. Peter obſerves, 
2 Per. 2.14. to be the proper prey of i" 
n 


402 Of theCauſerof Diſpures, Chap.ah, | 
And God knows, we. an from ſad experiment | 
the ſame” »eedigercedo | 

nat again evidence it ſelf by the ſame effe7s + But | 
beſides this, which is part of the Pub/ich Miniſtry, | 
(-anddefervedly is ſo; being uſeful to the whole | 


confirm the-note. ' I: w 


Church, theagedas well as: children } there are Þ 


ping Intercourſas between. Paſtor and People ] 
_ Which arg of great: «/e,, would God: they. were of | 
ege4! prattice : We know a cereful-Shepherd does | 


turn his fleck into. a common Paſture, 'and 
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ry ge 


ingsand diſcaſes, and. accordingly applies 


noF.the cou is PSRIEUey diſpefiſed 


a a! 
bak Ax INE hich is-leaft proper for him ) that will 
#: Converts come not. in. now: 2s in 
Sint Bow og 4nthrongs and ſhaals, .a mote 
inG and particular application is now. 
Ty. ; Men mult be treated with apsrt,their _ 
lat wants diſcern'd, and applications accor dingly 
mace of inſtruttions,reproof Or A 'tist 
appropriate Medicines, thatare like to make ſound 
flocks Had Miniſters ra beſtowed: more 
_ pains this way, they might probably have fruſtra-. 
tedthe. attempts of Seducers, who: could: not - 
calily have inlinuated themſelves into _ 
had they found rhem thus prepoſſeft : bur wn ir 
theſe withall the arts of a ſubtile ind»fry infue 
their 


the ins dons his work) bus does with 8 | 
ence obſerye:the «hriving of eve | 
chem, rakes novis of'chair. gle fr fro | 


ig e them, 8nd, ſurely the like care | 
apnehry ln the Firma: Shepherd ; "tis - 
el ww ich 


Be (and. whereof "ris. odds every men | 
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| #i/4re which.is thus acquir'd, . being ap 
ſbecalative . perſons, to. the ftudy; al thoſe-<x 
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} their. wow into. every. one they mect,. .NO7 in 

| but oy tke dil;gence in d_s Re Nr | 
| like to countermine. them... How much gf th 
| has been us'd I ſhall leave to the, Conſciences, 0! 
þ concerg'd perſops to determine. .. But belidest 

7 4, influence. the. Paſtors. negligence. has: 

| People, it has in. 'reſpeR of thetnlelves an. 
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diate propriety to he adyancing our 


apr OIrY 
eace ; and of thoſe that ſtudy them, ſo few keep 


themſelves in neutrality, thar, nga are {tall f 
Ne 


O- 
mented by it :. whereas were the. praftical buſineſs 


der of time would not-be more than.the fiudy 
more ſolid, uſeful partsof Pyvinity ENT. ct, 


| of their, Charge throughly attended, the +140 
L | 40M 
Xact 


2g a conſequently there would ng /arpler be left 


2c. thoſe daugerams irmpertinencies,  mbich, as. the 
Apa oo Doty "Hr $4 profit, \ but. to. the [6 ubver- 
ting. of the hearers, 2 Tim. 2,14. But when our 
Watchmen f{ep,:*tis no marvel if they dream too, 
and entertajn. themſclves, and others with thoſe 
Phantaſtich nations, which the great day will ma- 
nifeſt to have had nothing of weight and reaity, 
beſides the Miſchiefs they wrought. FM 

A ND. indeedifwe ſcan the vo/umes of thoſe 
vain Speculations, we ſhall have cauſe to con- 
clude that Idleneſs has created as well as fomented 
them ; and they had as well wanted Aurhors as 


_ abettors, had men found themſelves more ulſe- 


ful buſineſs: and that not- only the extempo- 
| rary 


404. * Of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap.i 8s. 
rity Chimers's' of Fanaticks, but the more elabo- 
tate niceries of the Schvols, have been thus derived : 


we ktiow dir pofſeſſes no place, where it firſt finds | 


1 


with'what was'rmiore /o/id: but when men wan- 
ted" more ſub/fanrtiul- work for-their Underftand- 


ings, they were fain to employ thenf thus in ma- | 
ing Cob-webs, of which they have made a worle | 
ſort of ewiſh veil in the SanQuary, 'and have now. + 
involved the Goſpel in greater Obſcurities, than | 
the Liv was before: whence our Bezalcels and | 


* 


MHhttdbrhave'been infpir'd for this work I ſhall 
not determine';” but fure not/from him whoſe 


CharaQter S. oh gives us ( in' peculiar reference | 


ro Goſpel-revelation ) that he is light, and' in him 
73 19 darkneff at all; '1 Joh. 1.5, 
THUS we ſee even [deneff wants not its opes 
ratidn ; but is produQtive of great and miſchievous 
effett;"; it being the unhappy property of that Vice, 


that it /»pp/ants it ſelf, and by a fatal Arntiperiſts- 


ffs makes men RE ative: 1o that we: 


may truly ſay /lorh has made more Buſineſs than 
znduſtry, Tamfure in this inſtance it has cut out 
work tor many ages, though of ſucha kind, that 
we have little reaſon to wiſh that our Lord at his 
coming ſhould find us/o doing : yet for ought now 
appears, our a#ivity is ſo wholly bent t dotr/ 


that tis like to be the 9z/y, at leaſt the moſt i»tenſe 


buſinefſ we ſhall be found at. «er 
I MIGHT kere takea very apt occaſion to 
declaim againſt Idleneſs, as-the unhappy. foun- 
tain 


a nor - not could thoſe lighter zotions have 
ens brains, had they found them prepoſleſt - 
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the other, that ?ris ſcarce. -poſhb e 
[: their connexion:  Talemef having oo as 
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Chap. | " Sixty TaleneP.. - "4 5 
n.of 16 1 hief, but that is wite tha 
5 5h Vi TY that 1 t need of got repeat. 
in E charg whigl: "Alkhors, Natural L 


W- ney aid ag, i, Let but thy 
i 


the: Original of fac? How be added,. and there 
Fan bg ngt Fran fo porepdhs, it a | hoſt dawg - 
TOUS EFT *: yea, and -N oft» monſt TOM j Ie to9, 0 | 


ates ern Fs bl 
jugs Bog et OR Bn wo Foe. 
Nd of the Nee Fd Ne fits Hh 


decried, and yet as —_— cheriſhed: * "An 


'F though it- have no advocares_has many finer 
Would God opp pour of at laſt be aſhamed to be 


'd to'ows, ha by a diligent 
atten on. their proper bylippls, ſecyre em- 


ſ21v85 ir + I doing nothing, and then frojm do- 


ing al; grey one being 1d Cloſe 4 EAR it 


nd:God knows the Church finds t 5 
F [ 
ons 


what or are7 


fo. keep: alive that fre which has { her it 


uſtion. Thus unhappy affve. is, ſhe if! our 
$lorders, and, acceſſary to 4 

niſhments: All our peccint humoprs concur to her 
a; iſeafe, and, like a common mark ſhe receives. ar-, 
rows from a Quarters, we have ſeen how wany 
Cc radars there are to her 7 ryin,every one whete- 
of with a wanton c yy, (like Cale 5 Law hed 
| are;ambitious-to _infli 


oux Guilts and Pu-. 


i&t new wownds, and to | 
er Su upernumerary deaths ;. and whilſt ſhe is Ts 


urrounded with 4 uſlines. what can WE expe; 
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death,; that 
into {0} many; » minute tions, bags like duZt be 
ſatter* and reply 
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. YE" OF -.945 + + 6 
© +3 *% 4 


'E 'have hiherto nyo the of 

' feds and originals of our conten- 
WV. . . tions, of now the 'only re- 
aiming Er oquiry' is concerning, the" ways of re- 


drels.. Nod th at will exa& no long diſquiſition, 


' Foras in der tis aid, the knowing the 7auſe 
is..one half of the cure; ' more eſpecially is it 
here . where the remedies are merely prive- 
.tfve, and we are not to be healed by external 
applications, but only by ſubſfratting thoſe Hu- 
mors: which feed the Malady: There will there- 

fore. need no other - preſcription than to adviſe 
the exterminating of all thoſe Paſſions and Inte- 
reſts which have appear'd acceſfary to our quar- 
6b, which though they are become the gre” 
þ! £4 


dur. Thar her FEEL guiſh iſbings Toad end'in 
br, elig j0n. now crumbled 


3 and thus 
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3 | Chaſp.i9 from all the Premiſſes. 407 
in | Epidemick diſeaſe, yet as the infedtion didg 0 mult 
«q | thecreariſe from ſingle perſons: For as we look 


not a comme# Peſtilence ſhould ceaſe without due 


| care and: manage both of the fck ard ſound: ſo 
©. | either cam-this Church-plague ever abate,. but by 
1N the'cure, or fortifying its individual meniber of 245 FREY 
" | © LET every Man therefore who has any way 


's | inade himlelf.a Party to.theſe conteſts, ſeriouſly 
ſ | interfogate htisowa heart Diet wp it is tliat has en- 
x 83g'd Him in therti; if any of the ſin;fer motives 
; fore. rehearſt, let him. for a while. ſhift the 
Scene, and inſtead of . 4ccaſivg others as Oppo es 
- | to:Truth, condemn himſelf as Enemy to Peace: 
/ | feniembrivgthathow juſt or ietporting ſoever the 
” | +44/e be, it 15-096 {© to kip3, whill} he ſerves his 
huptors and de igns undex-its covert. ., The: Phi- 
Loſophers in their darkernotions of Tr«th Eould yet 
diſcern, that: ſhe was not acceſſible to 4»y who 
ſought her tiot purely for ber /e/f, with ſingere 
and ſingle Intetitions, and if ſheentertain of Po. 
pi that are.not ſd qualified, is it fit ſhe {liould, 
have Guardians and Champions of a. quite, diſtant 
Temper? No, he that undertakes the defence of 
wo Spernacty Verity, muſt firſt polſeſs himſelf of 

hat prffick Truth the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, P/; ST; 


That in. the. inward parts, ſuch a ſimplicity a 
integrity .of Purpoſe, as may ſupplant all thoſe 
indire& Aims, purge out every prejudice and paſt 


5* nw, OT ea by of of "3% Rs. - 


. | lion, which may byaſs and pervert him ; and: 

that time he has done this, 'tis odds but he will 
find a ew face of Mrs, and diſcern that oy of 
fhofe things he ſo fiercely contended 'about, were 
;r De EEE 


es. et emet 


FEI YL The Condlifion drawn _ Chapad.. 


8s,” T4Hall not forth them to-Jook with. great 


a Temptation,  When' they find any proneneff ts 
immerſe in Fattion, 'any'unworited 'bedt towards 
a Diſſenter, to trace it roits /onntain and original; 
nicely' to obſcrve-whether- it ifſue not: from ſome 
of thoſe'\nwvenonfd range forementioned, / and 
make”as' much haſt*t6'flop its 'current, as >: 
would-to impedethemoſt overnhelming inundatt- 
on ; for ſuch "twill infallibly prove to thoſe who 
indulge to its courſe. Butas a Twrfwill-#t firſt 
cloſe 'the breach, which negleQed becomes the in- 
tef of a mighty Torrenf: -fo had thiSea#ly vigilance 
been us'd, it might with caſe” have prevented 
thoſe Diſtempers im private Breaſts, 'from whence 


the gezera/ Confulign has ſprung.” As it is, 


might but theſe two things be obtain'd, would 
but the Guilty prrge, and the inriocent | cy 
79,9 "6-4 Wie them- 


ON. at 


Ar. ents 2 LOS Hin my nag mqyng =I=g 


@ 


* 
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#erences,, without. 
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themſelves, we might yet. hope to ſee. an,exd of 
our. Diſcords.;, not. that+I.. ſuppoſe. it ,paſſthle-to 
extinguiſh a diverſity of, Qpygions amgng--Men, 
who from their, differing. faggltzes, and other: guilt 
leff occurrents, may. and, wifkhave their judgments 
ſeverally-diſposd.., But. firſt, were a4, who.haye 
upon the former culpable morivesenter dthe tilts, 


excluded, we ſhould ind They would amount to 
Auch a number, that there. would, be fer 4ef# t0 


* - 

—- 

+7 
- < S 


maintain the:Combate.: Nay,lecondly,were.it-not 
for thoſe comcgul'd indacements, there would ſcarce 


þe. any .Combare to maintain, . thoſe are the th o5 
Dit- 


# 


that convey the fing and waligzity into our Dit 

thoſe; we might difſeng,. bat 
not fall.out,;; and, ſhould no more be angry. ro ſee 
another opine.contrary.t0.49, than we -are. to:ſee 
him of a 4iferent ſtature,or complexion, In fine, let 
pspretend-what we will, tis :the Carnality with- 
x; that raiſes all the Combuſtions without: This 
is the great heel. to which.the Clock ows its ms- 
tion, while he FArfext of.. Truth and Piety is, but 
like the hand et.indeed more conſpicuoully, -but 


 direted wholly by the /ecret movings of the other. 


This, th4. alqne 1s it which. creates and continues - 
gur: broils,.and by a monſtrous conjunCtion- of 
Properzees, 1s.it ſelt-both flame and fuel: Norcan 
we' doubt that. from hence ſpring thoſe railing 
acculations,, we.: bring one. againſt another, . zf 
we remember what:S. Jude tells us,that the Ang! ' 
brought, them not even againſt. the Dev] himſelf, 
he could calmly manage: a d/Þute with the moſt 
execrable:'and provoking. adver/ary, becauſe:his 

| Dd 3 Angelick 


[ 
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Angelic wetrre' had none” of that parnadl leavers 
which fernents to the{/puring of ours, an evident 
joe what'ie'i 

ngs {> inveRtve thi 


Givinity y ſeems now an Arti- 
ce to cliide /avb A patronizing thole Libels, 
wh acddeleheOf noxidus to rrvil Fuſtice, - 
BUT | preſimetlis re heed ho-more be faid to 
ning this, which has, fear, the atteſtation of 
't00 many « conſtivaces,- be generally doubted ; 
the greater 


— of thoſe) wfs,which chough they are con- 
ſy' the Boureff my "among its; have yet” by 1 
Know not are Faſcination - {d exdeer'd them- 
ſelves, that we tenacioully rerai® rhetn'in ſpighit of 
all theirappendent Miſchiefs; nay, we cherſb and 
Þ fer them, and for that very | e bring them 
the cover: of Religion. He thar has bur a pw- 
»y vice, if he get it like Joaſs coneeal'd and ſhel- 
ter'd in the SantFuary, "twill not only live, but 
reign too; Put on a Port and Majeſty, and a 
venerable pat the ; pretence of r an tety, w oſs 
:Mence and Being it evacuates and undermines. 
'INDEED fin never arrives atid luxuriant a 
growth as when it roots in hallowed ground, which 
Satan {0 well knows, 'that he has ever been indu- 
ſtrious to part it in that ſoil. Thins we find he had 
introduced the moſt brutiſh crimes into the religi- 
Qn of the Gezziles, interwoven them i into their Sa- 
ered Rites and M yferies, till virtue and vice had 
changed names, oy it became prety to be Wick- 
ed,and profaneneſi to be innocent. And when-that 
groſs deceit became detected by Goppet-light, — 


is that has rendred our argu- 


be;"to perſwade the de- 
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Chap. 19. ak l 
he. could not in the fame manner obtrude upon 
Chriftians, he. yet found the way to do it more ob- 
liquely, and by ſtarting theſe religious quarrels, 


Chap.19, * © fom al the Premiſe, git 


| gave at once employment and reputation to'the 


moſt irreligious vices. For alas, what part'of wild 


| fury was there in the Heathen Bacchanals, which 
we have not ſeen Equalld if not Exceeded by 


fome intoxicated zealots ?- Or what crueltyin their 
moſt barbarous rites,, which has not been matcht 
by the i»humanity of difſenting Chriſtians? ' So + 
that upon a juſt ſcanning, all our ſplendid preterce 


of SanQity is but an emulation of Gentile Impurity 


under a better name ; and while we damn Hea- 
thens for their Moral virtnes, We are yet ſo ſtupid 
as to hope our ſelves to be faved by their worſt vices. 
AND now who that does enough coxſider can 
think he can enough bewaz! this fad fate of af- 
fairs? That Chriſtianity ſhould thus out-run it 
ſelf, and bring us round to Gemriliſm again, 
whilſt her profeſſors ridiculouſly contend for the . 
zitle of the beſt Chriſtians, by ſ#ch a&s as deno- 
minate theim none at-all. Thus have we inverted 
the ſiznifcancy of that Sacred Name, and made'it 
ſerve only to upbraid the contrariety of -owr pra- 


| ice ; ſd that that which was once the Index to 


point out all More! and Divine virtues, does now 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 


- where leaſt of them reſide. © This, this alone is the 


rize we have acquir'd with ſo much fwexr and 


_ "bloud, this the Trimph we have brought ro our 


Religion, which indeed could never have ſunk to 
ſuch a deficableneff by any Endeayvours but our 
th EEE O08; 
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own : . =; 'y Ee as F'© heitianity, W aged war only 
uh farcign enemies, ſhe never miſt to be wittori- 
fince that, theſe, inefine, Ph ords have 
* Maher ſorce again(t ſt, her er [elf Þ Bella geri placuit 
ra tr tr Pareth hEs is op "Sllibilicy A 
ol as ;mere #2 ht:amplies f, t 
{wards of. all Dares Fey {pl $5; Fe bowel -j Ty 4 
paſſionate. expoſtulatiap pra, Log is aid to have 
us'd with her xo [00s xonine and pt whoſy 
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ad. rackt and torn her. And. dyre OUr common 
Mother: may make. a-yet ſadder complaint of het 


Song,by'y whoſe uakigddiſſeutions ſhe 1s ſo miſerabl wy 


manglea,. at, ſhe may cry. out with the P/a/n:iF, 
Janl. ts, among Lions, and I tye ere, the Chil. 
Are f menthat are ſet. on fire. 
nm AND: D> now if. amnight all our importunate pre: 
Rexces, to.Piety, ther b e: indeed, any ſuch thing 
among us, .mgthinks it ſhould give us ſome ye- 
YTextings,*.make us ſadly —oafider® to what a deplo- 
rablecandition we have brought that very religion 
bn which we profeſs to hang -all our hopes"; and 
would-God-thoſe who are the moſt nearly con- 
cerned j ig this Contempſation. would purſue is to 


the ytmoſt; let them..on- the one hand ſet the 


moſt . glitterin terptations to Piſcord,. and on 
the other let them view the di/mal effet?s of i It, and 
then, conſider at how dear « rate they gratific a 


few. impotent Paſſi rong. Can any man without Hor- 
ror 
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rot think that his *hir# of glory has brought 
—_— to his Religion, and conſequently:to his 
God; that his 7#r{ows enquiries into things ſecret, 
has helpt to Evacuate the more" »ſef#/ things Re- 
vealed; or in ſhort, that his p##/wrr of his vari. 
ous intereſts and appetites has'deſtroyed what was 
ſd incomparably more valuable; the hoxonrof the 
Goſpel, the «nity of the Chureh,” and: as*many 
Jouls as have periſht by that' ſcandal ? *Twas'as 
infamous a CharaQter of izhaminity'as the very 
Poers could feign of Diomedes, that he fed his hoj- 
| ſes with mans fleſh ; but alas,that*barbarity is here 
infinitely out-done, when Men nouriſh far worſe 
'bruits, their own' unreaſonable /uſts, with thoſe 
things that are moſt'/acred. Certainly were the 
vaſtneſs of this gail: throughly weighed, 'twould 
'make_ Men ſick of thoſe petty wretched acque/ts 
they have thus purchaſed, make them fling back 


|- this price of blond, I {ay not with the ſame deſpair, 


but'with as great remor/e and dereſtation as Judas 
did the ſi/ver pieces for which he fold his Maſter, 
Tis ſure the crimes have too great an affinity, 
as in all other circumſtances,” ſo eſpeciallyin this, 
that as the one was, fo the other « moſt frequent- 
1y,'the: Guilt of an Apofie, I mean 'of thoſe to 
whom Chriſt has committed the diſpenſing of 
that Goſpel which they thus evacuate, and doubt- 
leſs this is a conſideration of you enhanſement, 
as that which ſuperadds reachery to all the other 
| peſtilent #zgredzerts of the Crime ; *tis the falſi- 
fying the moſt important *ru#, for under words 
.of that ſignification we find the office of the _ 
hs ry 
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ry every where repreſented in Scripture as Ste- 
wg Ambaſſadors, Shepherds, od; conſe uent- 
ly;the accounts.of the fin muſt ſwell ſo much the 


higher. | For a Steward to embez/e thoſe goods he | 
undertakes to mezaze ; an Ambaſſador to betray. 


his Prince for whom: he ſhould xegotiate; a Shep, 
herd;toworry.that Flock which he is ſet to guard, 
theſe are crimes:that double their malignity from 
thequality of the'AQtors; and yet this'is undeni- 


ably.the Guile of all :ho/e whoſe profeſion havin Yi 


devoted them. to the Church, have impi 


d the Scepe,..and devoted the Church pd 
zhems, ſerv'd all their mean degenerous ends upon- 


her; ;and as Chirprgions are ſaid ſometimes to 
deal with profitable Patients, , kept open, nay, 
widened her wounds for their own advantages, 


- I T;, has been the Prieſts Litany as ancient as | 


Foels time, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach ; but now alas,who ſhall 
.. Prevail with them to do that themſelves which 

they beg of God, to ſpare his people and. his heri- 
tage ;: to proſtitute them no more to their own, fi- 
nifcr deſigns, nor by their vain and endleſs cox- 
zentions, ſe them as well to r#ize as contempt. 
He were indeed a happy Orator that could in this 
[effeQually intercede with them, though One 


would think 'the wonder ſhould lie on the other | 


ſide, 'and the only ſtrange thing be, that they 
ſhould either, zee or reſi#f ſuch a folicitation, it 
being ſo much the concern of all that ought, as 
avwell upon the ſcore of advantage as duty, to be 


Aa 


deax to them; ſo that the Church may moſt aptly 
— 1. darels 
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the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fi 


And 'G 


Chap. 19, fromal the Premiſſe. ars 


addreſs to theſe her Son 1n the ſame form S, Paul 
does to the Philippians, when he conjures them to 


| unity, Phil.2.1. If therefore there be any conſolation 


in Chri#, if any comfort of love, if. = fellowſhip of 
nd mercies, fuifit you my Toy 
that you be like minded. And can it be poſſible for 


-any-who have taſted all or any of theſe, to think 
fix ro-wrangle them away? to exchange theſe di- 
_ vine #rradiations, the Antepaiſt and Emblem of 


Heaven, for thoſe bitter diſſen#ioxs, whole __ 
and Omge, their original and end are Hell, aid do 
as lively repreſent as they certainly. lead to the 
horror and confuſion of that land of Darkneſs. 
BUT if ſome Mens appetites be-ſo deprayed, 


that they find more Melody in 4/cord, than in 
the harmony of the —__— Quires, yet even 


in a conſort of Plag- 


theſe. can diſcern Maſic 


_ dites, and ſeldom miſs to be affefted with thoſe 


Ewulogies which are given themſelves ; and there- 
fore though they disjoyn the Apoſtles motives, 
Phi.4.8. and will do nothing for virtue, yet they 
may be af yes more conſiderate of Praile : 

knows, ina wrong ſence they are too 
much ſo ; and ſure, as we have already obſerved 
by ir, have made'no ſmall conrributions to our dif 
cords: yet did they meaſure Glory by its right and 
proper faxdard, they would find they have all 


_ this while courted a ſbadow, and that the ſubſtance 


will never beacquir'd by being fowenters of pub- 


; lick Miſchief; but the unhappineſs of it is, that 


our Eccleſpaſtick as 'our Secular Duellifts- abuſe 


themſelves with falſe notions of Honour, noyel 
b. Opinions 
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Opinions and fubtile Queſtions'they think atteft 
the pregnancy and- acnteref{ of their.'Underſtand- 
ings, and give them reputation; :but alas, how 
vain an imagination is this? Who admires the 
Sazacity of the Viper, that eats her way through 
her mothers bowels? - Or who reverences a Man 

the ſbarpnefs of that Sword wherewith he:com- 


mits his P arricide ? \ Nay, what more tnfamous y 


brands have Records of all-ages ſtuck upon any, 
than thoſe who-were Ingenioſfiſime nequam,  & f4- 
cunt malo publico, who us'd the beſt Parts to the 
worſt Ends, and with the. greateſt cunning and 
ertifice have contrived their m:ſchiefs ? | 

-BUT could we abſtraQt from theſe pernicious 
effedts, and ſuppoſe that this exerciſe of their Fa- 
culties were iz2oc2xt, yet ſure it would-be:too 
fight and impertinent to become matter of. praiſe, 
He that ſhould ſpend all his Time in t1i/»g inextri- 
cable Knots, only to baffle the Induſtry of thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to «»/oo/e them, would ſure 
be thought not much to have ſerv'd his generati- 
on.” *T1s one of the certaineſt Efimates we can 
make of a Man, to meaſure. him: by the employ- 
ments he chuſes, if thoſe be /{izht and trifiixs, they 
Juggeſt the Perſon to have /ow thoughts; what an 
abaſement of Majeſty was it thought in Nero. to 
become a Fidler and Stage-player ?. and Herodjan 
cells us, that Men hoped no longer: for any-thing 


princely from-Commodws the Emperor, when: he 


had once liſted himſelf amang:; the Fexcers, -and 
inſtead of the'magnificent //es:of his Predege(- 
fors, derived from the rem,” of great and popu- 
GEE | EEG lous 
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lous Nations, 'aſſumed This, The vangquiſher of 4 
Thouſand Glatiators: And certainly *tis no-lefs a 


deftent and diminution for thoſe who were de- 
fignd by God: for. the higheft atchievments, the 


ſubduing the Kingdom: of Satan, and 'pulling 
down his ftrong/ holds, ito devote themſelves'to 
theſe ſo much 2 »ob/er conteſts, and account their 


conqueſts, not fromthe number of- Souls 'won'ts 


God,: but of 47 canary in Argument. In 
deed; as we beforeobſerv'd, they have now ren- 
dred'the Charchi'a/kind of Theatre, Diſputes are 
manapg'd with-fuch'Sleight and Sophiſtry, thatat 
the beſt, the Litiganrs do but ſet forth a ſhew' of 
Fenceys : *'T were well if they did not ſometimes 
phy the Gladiators, 'by. that \wounding deadly 
rpneſs they 'uſe;| and *rwould' be: conſider'd 
what:a' change' is now made: Tn the Primitive 
times;none that own'd any re/atioz'to the Church 
were'allowed to be fetfators of ;thoſe Games, 
now: That is made the Srage, and her ableft.Per- 
ſons-the Adtors.'' But certainly *tis very little.to 
the: reputation 'of thoſe who have ſo unworthily 
debauche both it and themſelves; and therefore 
to all other difſwaſives we may add this of the UVn- 


+ ereditableneſ{ : 'For let men fancy what they 


pleaſe of the Glory acquir'd in theſe opportunities 
of-ſhewing their parts, the beſt that can be ſaid 
of them is, that they uſe Wit fooliſhly. A charater 
whereof the one part devours: the other, and 
leaves not ſo much as a mouthful of that popular 


air which theſe Camzlions gaſp after. In a word, 
though vaiz glory be a principle I ſhall commend 
| . ro 
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tono Man, yet in this caſe *twere more tolerable 
if it would work the right way,. put.them upc 

what were really atfinrrth, nd then ture 
*would incline: them rather ro c/ofe than widew 
the breaches of S;o#. To inflict wownds on. an un- 
reſiſting Patient, is a thing that requires neither 
courage nor skill; Every matican do. that who has 
bur. nature enough:; but.td core theni is an at 
at once of 4rt and Mercy,andentifles to the Praiſe 
of both : And therefore if.any.mans eagerneſ of 
_ Glory: have made him over-lee:the way to' ith let 
-him-now at laſt recover his wendrings, and ſeck 
It in this one only Method: 


. | A l proper SST. 0590 01 
--BU T- this is, 1 confeſs, 4 Topick of Perſwalion - 


fitter for Philoſophers than Divines, and I'wiſh 1 
may have urg'd 1t imperrinently;; -it being-muclt 

leſs ſhame for me to have done ſo, than.for;thers 
to need ſuch an Argument.There is another more 
enuine and proper, derived. frotit the nature. of 
ffributive Juſtice, which requires a Mantodo his 


 Vemo##to repair the injuries. he has dotis-f0 n .,- 
ly 


this is fo ſtated: a rv/e,. thatall our Caſvifts ju 
many of them, who while they ſo eagerly aſſert 
that obligetion in other Mens caſes, do as David 
did in the matter of the poor mians Lamb, ſevere- 
ty ſentence that injuſtice, whereof themſelves are 
more highly Guilty ? To every ſuch I would ſpeak 
in the words of Nathan, and ſay, Thou art'the May. 
Alas, ſhall every little rifle. E. purloin from my 
Neighbour have weight enough to ſink me'to the 
oboe ? and ſhall het of the greateſt ag” + 
E 


. preſs it in all-caſes of dentagys But are-there nor ' 
ile t 
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the robbing God of his honour, the Church-not 
only of 'het ' Parrimony, but her Peace, and the 
World of thoſe-ineftimable'bexefits, which from 
"an uniform'conſonant Chriſtianity were to; have 
been'tranſinitted to. it ; Shall theſe, 1'fay, beſo 
flight and-inconfiderable, as not.to hinder his 
aſcent to the hill of the Lord ?'Stiall the leaſt vis- | 
tence T offer tothe perſon of ari enemy oblige te © 
to «fattion, and ſhall berend and tear the'body 
Ff his Saviotir (who willingly expos'd his 'natwraf 
body only"in” tenderneſs 'to; that © »yfical one, 
which is thus vidlated) and ſhall this criminous 
barberity exaB. tna offers towards amends ?' Cer- 
| rainly no Man can have perflity enough to rhink 

it -and if he do'not, he1s toremember bim/e/F in- 

1 
if 


penfibly engag'd to take the ſame conr/e he pre- 
ſcribes to others, and with his utmoſt induſtry en- 
deayour to repair the injury he has done. 

"AND O that we might'ſce this 6 effential a 
piece of Js ice aſſum'd-among us, that our imper- 
tinent fr3jfes might be ſuperſeded and all moul- 
ded'into the one noble Emwation, who fhall faſt- 
eſt unravel his own. m;/chzef5, and promote that 
peace he has hitherto diſturb'd. ' This indeed were 
worthy to be the united deſign of all learned Men 
and were it once ſo, who knows how proſperous 
it might be : For though ſome ſingle attempts have 
miſcarried, ' yet ' probably one great cauſe why 
they do ſo, was becauſe they were ng When ' 

one Perſon comes with pacifick arguments to 
part an exraged multitude, let his Reaſons be ne- 
ver ſo convincing, they are not like to be much 
adverted 
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perhaps but 1n lome: ew things, *wran 

at EE agree, in fewer: pF Were ng the In; 
duſtry.apphed: the (other PI, 1t: might. yrs.c0 

much; to. the xk ci the whole Scene. , Tf men 
would as nicely obſerve the Fringples. of agree- 
anent between CR parties, and,with as much 
Art and Care ſeek to Thats and {prcad them ;, why 
might not they as much overwhelm 'our DU; ac 
ences, as they. have. been overwhelmed by the 

Tis {ure that thoſe Univerſal, truths, to, y hams 
" Parties aſſent, a are, as the cleare#. for their, Evi- 
denicey 
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_ and encreaſe as. well as: Diſcord, were t 
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| dence, ſo. the imoſt important, for their: Conſe- 
| quence: And why ſhould not theſe, if rightly 
| ay. Ba 


, be a more enforcing »0tive to Unity, 
than the more fng4lar opinions (perhaps fancies ) 
of ſome men, can be to Diſcord ? Certainly 


; would but our. Mofes's try what this rod of Godin 


their hand could do, they would find it able to.de- 
vour all thoſe of the Magicians, Would they like 


Benhadad's Ambaſſadors, catch hold of every ami- 


cable expreſſion, any thing that looks towards 
Peace, and cloſe in with it, they might probably 
ſee Effefts, beyond what can art a diſtance be ex- 
pefted. For ſure Peaceis not ſuch a dry Tree, ſuch 
aſapleſs unfertile thing, but that it might fra ifie 

Bo a juſt 
care taken tocheriſh and nouriſh it. 

INDEED this Delign is only the' 4mnlct 
which can render it ſafe to look into controverſies, 
whichare elſe apt to. infuſe a kind of acrimony, 
and venom into mens ſpirits ; For we ſee many, 
whoſe zwuriofity at firit brought them as uncon- 
cern'd fpeiFators, do within a while engage with 
all carneſtneſs in the covet: but thole-who ſtu- 
dy differences only with an aim of compoſin 
ths, theſe have their thoughts determin'd an 


_ fixt, andſo-not- left looſe to the enticements of 


any Party. Ariſtotle ſays that on the Hill O/m- 
ps the Air is ſo ſubtil and piercing, that thoſe 
who aſcend thither;are forced to carry with them 
wet Spunges, by that moiſture ſomewhat to allay 
that extreme zemuity which otherwiſe would be 


| deadly; and ſure. they that deal in controverſirs, 


E e live 


} 
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livein noleſs corroſpue an. Air, :and therefore had | 
need make the-like: proviſion, and tarry with | 
them:this Pacifick purpoſe asa Lenitirveand Emnb | 
liernt againſt the infetious  ſbarpneſs: 1 they will 
ceremect with. 3. £1 cory p00 
AND. now how. bleſſed a thing: were it, tf 
we could once thus follow the things! that make 
for Peace? that the zumberleſs mutual enmitics 


-which are now among; us, . may all be reduced it» | , 


to oze, that we may fight not againſt le. Adver- | 


ſaries, 'but againſt War. it ſelf, and::contend |. ., 


- againſt nothing but contention. And ſure our vt. 
Qtory - here were: worth millions of thoſe -petty 
conqueſts wherewith men-pleaſe themfelves, and | 
which acquire them ſo little of real advantage, 
_ thatthe ſame. account which was. given of Orho 
and Vitelizs, that the war would ſwallow up 'the 
one, and the vi&ory the other, is too. applicable | 
to our.combatants, who are like to be equally un- 
| Happy 1n defeat or ſucceſs. The Spartans had an 
' Order that when any of their Gezerals. had com- 
. paſſed his Deſign by policy or zreaty, . he ſhould 
facrifice an, Oxe, but when by force:and. bloud- 
d,. a Cock only : from the diſtant values-of 
which oblations, Plutarch obſerves how much 
they preferr'd the Atchievements :of calm and 
ſober counſels, before thoſe of frength and power: 
but ſure the diſparity is 'more eminent in the 
preſent inſtance, where if we fizht we wound our 
Brethren, but if we «ite we deſtroy our Ene- 
my ; . baffle and circumvent Satans Maſter-ſtrata- 
gem,. and not only worſt but onutwit him. Indeed 
fy ; this 
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this and this bby js worth! our It Induſtry;: whereas 
| tlioſe- ities arfeqtorarerigive: ach other, arehike 


| thoſe in acivil War, wherein the publick s-ill 


fareco bearho/en 51 _— whichi confderativg. the 
Romays allowed mar.thei to tripihph for 
fuch/Yidories:grdnadifarb pays regs * cn 
thbeſtowed\er us,nif:i6 Bave made: us 6:mu 

ware) tatuw[d;:a5: tocoku Shofe: rnitinous:Gon- 
of: qucſtelnr honey rhefowahe eo plorigntbeedk 
| Ebleioieceirodd. ORs." 987 946; 36:44 
| -18£T WM Abit s.adindnition- MG Fodb, when 

'| fieavas inſh £/purſuit. of! the:.[/rat/iteag 12 Sam. 
miz6c Shell xhti Hrard deviawr. for ever: Sonoweft 
om chendreril ht chittenneſs im the idtterrend ? 


firditjgmnorecthan timerdfor our Leaders:to 
make = ll, vs a I dif there, 
from ifollpwing their-Bre- 


tliren:::Nay dag Bend ive aheydurarichd, ;the 
might heat: theutklvcscalledtback:; | the griear, Cop 
rein of ER Jopbding': -2\retreat \from 
theſtlatal bFir ar pi | Xenophonan the wnftivu- 
tionOof Cyr us af. one:Chryſarthws, -who'in 
the-heavofbattel had his hand- lift up to  firike an 
Enemy, but hearing! in; the: very inſtant- the 
'Tfumpet ſonnd a #2ffe4r; opt his blow. A great 
ſobriety of: courage: 1o-to ſhew-more Zeal to the 
obeying his General,than the annoying his Enemy ; 
andan-Inſtance .of much reproach to our Spiritual 
Combatants, who have ſhewed themſelves ſo much 
worſe 'difciplin'd; as in ſpight of daily repeated 
calls ro Peace, ſtill to purſue their Hoſtility ; But 
fureſuch an "Inſolence i is ſo inconſiſtent with' the 
ETD | prefence 
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faid: of the obligation, 2 neceſſiry):or-adoviiaragerntl 
Peace, (we are-put: to the Pſalmiſts: Complain, 
That there are ftill thoſe that 'will' mike them realy 
robarre/>: if menare of fo untreatableia Temper, 
that ciothing can'be obtain'dofothere;% whatore 
mains for tt 0% that are Peaceable/and--Faithful 
in 1/-acl, burto bevait thoſe Miſthiefs\they£an- 
notredref? "If the: Church muſtpetiſh;; areal 


to: give her Funerabrites, ' and. if\xliep cannot |. 
uench her flames, ' yet'\to bedewtiher: aſbes. with | 


their 7ears. 'Tis true, we cannot yetizy:The is quite 
dead ; but though fhe rather iv fork ious 
peaceful Souls, 'yetlikea Paiſiedpe& fon; ſhe fcarce 
movesa Limb, ſhe wants'yvigour'-to 'atuate:the 
generality of her profeſſors, and remains rathera 
trunk than a body and'fure if there beitruth in that 


Phyſical oa which ſays, : That diſeaſes | 


which croff the temper and conflitutionof the' Patient 
are moſt dangerous ; we may 'well:conclude-her 
deſperate, there being nothing: 'more- repugnatit 
tothe very Elements and Principles of her''Be: 
ing, than thoſe contentions under:which ſhe now 
groans. L789 


YET there is an omnipotent Powerto whom |- 


no Difficulties are inſuperable, an »nerring Phys 
ciay who' makes the' moſt hopeleſs Diſeaſes, but 
the Triumph of his Art. Oletus reſort to him, 
and invite his Aids in the ſame patherick — 
where- 
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wherewith he was ſolicited for Lazarwe, Jo.r1.3. 
Lord, - behold ſhe whom thou oro zs ſick : She for 
whoſe ſake--thou endureſt ſuch contradiction of 
ſoxzers againſt thy ſelf, is now by the contradiQti- 
on--of 'her -9wn_ Children, languiſhing and ex- 
piring, ſhe--for whom. thou pouredit- out hy 
bard, ligs weltring'in her ows ; Lord, ſaveor ſhe 


periſheth': Were ſuch Petitions enforced andin- 


geminatedby'the. daily -breathings of humble de- 
vout- hearts, who knows -;how - prevalent the 


might be? In this ſenſe alſo Heaves might ſuf- 
Fer v#olence; . nor is there any better countermine 
toall the ovtrages ated upon Earth than by ma- 
. king. them thus reverberate in our cr/es and 


prayers. 


AND perhaps this Conſideration will draw 


-usall, even-the moſt peaceful of us. into the guilt 
-of a negative Acceſſarineſs to the preſent Mil- 


chiefs.” There are divers that diflike our contex- 
tions, and blame the abertors ; but yet with ſuch 
'Unconcern'dnels and Indiffterency, as that where- 


with wecommonly talk of the combuſtions of fo- 


rejgn States, 'whereih we rather expreſs our 
Judgment than our reſentments, and do make it 
more our 4:ſcourſe than our concerns, And even 
of thoſe who have in ſome degree laid it tq heart, 
who is there that has not been ſome way wanting 
in the ardency, or frequency of his interceſſions ? 


| Let every one ſeriouſly interrogate. his own 
-Heart,and I fear 'twill witneſs to him,that his own 


private concerns are much apter to excite his de- 


votion, Let us remember with what paſſioz and 


Ee 3 


ampor- 
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-and even out-nois'd the billows' in'thy-clamorees: 


' theſteſtates been thus affeRed for thy ſelf ? * The 


' falPn ſhort of what thou ſhouldeſt and: mighteſt 


>, 


importunity we'invoke God in our 


e God in « greets Ext 
ents; ad conſider” whether: we -: _ af. 
thou been. 


Qed with thoſe eÞPthe? Church:: aft 


withhimiwept fore; atid vehemently Tfoliciteda 
recovety ?' Has thy vÞafe beet invaded by.Op 
preſſion; thy fame by: Slander atid” Detration? 
And'haſt thor with loudiand earneſt-cries; appeal 
ed tothat God ro whomvengeance belongs ?' Or hat 


thou been in that edndirion which i proverbial| 


En 


for ſertirig mett ro-cheir prayers?! Haſt thou like} 
Jonas beeitin'a flor, fin minntely'expeation:dl 


being fwallowed-up"-by the myers, if not the 


Whale ; -and'in this Ecftaſte of fear,; when as: aly] 


oul was, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, ever melted away 
becauſe of the Trouble, "haſt criedi unto the Lord, 


importunities for aid ? Haſt thou in-2lfi or any-of 
remember whether thy re/enrmints have been pro- 


ionable for rat” which is: mtichibetrer than 
thy ſelf: Tf theno leſs imminent and'prefin & Zovk. 


gers of the Church, have not as/much awakened| 


thy fervor, given as ſharp and piercing an acrext 
to thy Prayers, thou muſt needs confeſs, thou haft 
have done towards her reſcue.  -: | 

AND if this Inquiſition be 7pari#c%y made, 
who among us can plead »ot guilty? And there- 


fore in refleQions upon our paft omiſſicns, 'we|' 
are #» juſtice oblig*'d to redouble our Zeal, to ſay] 
over again our Tepid heartleſs prayers, and -in-] 


flame 


TP. 
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| 1n, our Fears meet us with the 


flame them with a Coa/ from the. Altar ; an ear- 
neſt afteQionate Concern for all that is holy, 
ſuch as may prompt us to cry, and that hd 
to.God : We ſee the Nizevites could do it when 
there was. no.viſible approach of danger, but 
merely upon the preſage .of a ſtranger: Propher, 


|backt with the con/c:oaſpefs. of their own Guilt : 


I fear we more than equal ,them inthe /atter Mo- | 
tive, I am ſure we far.exceed them as to the for- 
mer. The wiſeries.we are to deprecate being not 


|. only under denunciation and threat, but aQuall 


upon us, though withal ſo improveable, that at- 
ter all the black Catalogue our EXPerſqncn brings 

| ottomlefs Prophe- 
tick menace, Elay 5.25. For all this his Anper is 
not turu'd away, but his. hand: # ſtretched out ſtill, 
*Tis the uſual Oeconomy of. divine Juſtice to 
make our Crimes our Puniſpment, and to give us 
up to thoſe ills, which were at firſt, our own de- 
praved choice : and God knows we have too much 
reaſon to fear this may be our caſe: That we 
who have. ſo perverſly violated all the bazds of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſelves out of all 


| tuclinationsto Peace, ſhould never be able tore- 


ſume them ; that all thoſe gentle breathings of 
Grace, by. which exaſperated Paſſions are to: be 
cooP'd and tempered, ſhould. be withdrawn, and 
we finally be given, up to be diſſipated by thoſe 
W hirl-winds our ſelves have rais'd : That Chri- 


- ftianity which we have made the ſtale and Pro- 


perty to our irregular appetites, us'd only as fig- 


| | eaves tohide our ſhame, ſhould wither and ſhrink 
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into nothing ; and that we who could not agree in 
what manner to re#a#z it, ſhould at laſt too well 
agree tO renounce It. E: 
' THIS alas, asit is the fearfulleft, ſo is it the 
probableſt Tlue of our wild Contentions, ſuch as 
nothing but the miraculous EfMluxes of divine 
Clemency can avert. Olet us with all the groans 
and zears, ſo deplor'd a Condition exaQts, addreſs 
thither, importune the father of Mercies to pity 
. 5, who know not how to pity owr fetves, and. 
that though we have caſt off a// bowels, yet that 
we may find them all concenter'd ix» him : that 


he will heal our wounds ; and which of all others 


is the moſt deſperate, our #»willingneff to be heal- 
ed : that the Spirit of Peace may over-ſhadow us, 
and impreſs on us the dove-like qualities of Meck- 
neſs and Gentleneſs : that he would reſcue our | 
Religion from our. Profanation, nor by taking ie. 
. from Us, but by conforming «- to It: Finally 
that he would do for us, not only above what we 
can ask or think, but beyond what we would wiſb 
or chaſe, and not ſuffer us to acquire the Miſeries 
we ſo eagerly purſue. TX I 
T HIS divine interpoſition alone 1s it that can 
ſibly ſecure us, and indeed the ſuit amounts to 
nolefs, than that he will fore upon us the Bleſ: 
ſing we refft, and do us good againſt our wills, 
which is fo bold a requeft, that they had need be 
more than ordinary Favourites that ſhall prefer 
it. Thoſe havds muſt be very pure, that are lift 
yp in ſuchan 7zterceſion: and therefore all that 
nadertake 1t are obliged to qualifie Fane 
for 
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for it, by purging out not only the /zvez of Malice 
and Strife, bur all other filrh3zeff of the Fleſh and 
Spirit : without This, wecan never approve our 
ſelves to intercede in earneſt; for what can be 
more ridiculous than to deprecate the ruine of 
Chriſtianity by the contentions of other men ; 
when our ſelves contrive it by ſome other vice of 
_ ourown? This is not todeſire' it ſhould /zve, but 
” that none but we ſhould 4// it. ' *Tgill therefore 
concern thoſe who wiſh rhe Peace of the Church, 
ro examine whether they do as much proje& for 
her Parity; otherwiſe''tis a mockery to pretend 
ſuch a jealous tenderneff for her, We haveſeen 
there are more ways than one, by which Chriſti- 
an praQtice may be evacuated,and it matters little 
from whence that Wind blows that ſhipwracks 
our Piety. Yet tis not to be denied that of all 
thoſe zempeſiuous blaſts, this of our contentions is 
the rougheſt and moſt fatal. *Tis indeed not a 
ſingle guſt, butan encounter and ſtrugling of ſe- 
veral contrary winds; and God knows no poers- 
cal defcription can out-do the horror of the ſtorms 
they have rais'd ; yet for ought I diſcern, there 
1s nothing that is leſs vulgarly accuſed, which I 
muſt account to the: Reader, as the cauſe why I 
have detain'd him ſo long upon this Head; and 
given ita /exgth ſo unproportionable to the prece- 
ding parts of this Diſcourſe. 
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kindneſs and compaſſion to Menz:;! - 


-F to renew. @ 51 
deceus.of che, 


Have mercy upon ns, &c. ,  - | 
.:That- it, may-pleale thee. to creare. in us FA "bo and 
:Ipirir within us,, to-reſcue us from all ths 
1d; the :Devil-and-our own Hears. | 
f io 457 12 HE heſp ech thee to hear, x ood Lord, 


our, Redemption ; 1upited 25-in; Eſſence, ſo ia: a the ace af 


That it may pleaſe thee to -__ that all 'who have beep 


& and efficacy thereof. 
"We beſeech thee, 8c. 


with fear and trembling, _ * 
We beſeechthee, &Cc. 


carnal and ſold:under ſin. 
cate. Ht beſeech thee, &c. 


faith once delivered to the Saints, 
 ;Webeſeech thee, &c. 
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- .| baptizd into Chriſt, . may indeed put on: Chriſt; ferioully 
| | + Weigh, and; indubtriouſly anſwer the obligation. of cheirrho- 
| - ly.calling;; 808 reſt in; the form and outſide; of Religion, 

| whilſt + 4  retchleſy A they eOFTTne: (he pow- 


"Thar jt may; pleaſe thee ſo t0 EF, our conſideraion; 
2t. we. do+.not-thereby ſo - enlnare our ſclves; ;entertain 
hol. deluſions: which Euchg -us with hopes of reward, 
En performing duty ; but that by.an impartial adver- 
ncy..to all. thy Sacred dictates, ,we may. be,engag'd ito a 


_ tant, entire obedience, . and. work. out our : Alvarion 


., That is may pleaſe thee to open, our Eyes: that we may: ſee 
Fr wondrous things of thy Law,,. to. convince, us that. it..is 
holy, juſt and good, ſweeter than hony and the hooy:comb, 
and:that al} our objections to it ariſe only from our x being 


That it may, pleaſe thee to remove all our carnal prejy- 
dices, and vicious. prepoſſeſiions, and. to enable us.tq meg- 
ſure-thy precepts by the rules of: righr reaſon, and.an il}u- 
minated conſcience, according, to:the analogy of thy holy 


That it may pleaſe thee to inſpirit us by thy grace, that 
we may not only approve, but obey thy commands, con- | 
- quer all the 2: ſloth or vice, and hear= 


fully 
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-bures, that we by fo form our belief of 'rhet by our own - 


fancies of wiſhes; 
of thy fy Had inthy word: 
beſerch thee, &c. 
 aFlitirlyplecſ thee ro'reſtriin our bold Cariofity ih 
| ph intotby counſels and decrees, and'make ns wiſe nnto 
eyes reſerving ſecret. chings unto the Lord'onr God, 
, nd ſtadying the reveiled qhes far the regulating of our 
Jives. 
We beſetch tes &c, 
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4 Thar it wy pleaſe i theers - give ts ſychan awe of uy jt Ju- 
Kice; -rhat we wry fear 'to' Provoke/ it; not-expetidgithon 
ſhouldſt reperr'of thy: judgnents, 'when we do- nor-of our 
ſins, nobi-fadcyiryti alas 199 milder vengeance reds our 


hal obſtinacy than purer Bee, . 
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Thariv thayipleaſe thee to rat vs! withall due. regard ta 
obſerve, and humility to adore, "the diſpenſavions of thy 
Providenesj\:rior pretending- to 'farhom! thy ſecret intend- 
ments, but endeavouring ſo ro'\comply with: all-fignal diſco- 
veries of thy purpoſes towards ns, that whar thou: deligneſt 
for our wealth, 'may nor beto us an occaſion of talling, - 

We beſeech thee, &c, 009 938 | 

. That it may pleaſe thee, that - from. cverperend,: whether 
National or Perſonal, we may. {til} infer'rhe:: 
neceſlity of turning from our ſins; that che of impend for paſt 
mercies mopalſure us'ro-good; antfcar infecifiog Jorg: 
ments may drive us from evil. | 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to idfpire' the unbvebfal Chiarch 
with the Spirit of Truth; Unity and Concord; ga there 
may be no diviſions among us ; bur that mmey oa 
ly jojo" copentier, in the fare mind; and jo he fi 
met.” 
: Fe befertl thie, &c; : 

"That it may pleaſe thee, whereinſvever 'are coorary . 
minded;- to'revealthy* ruth co them; -and' in the interim 
ſo ro ally thoſe kears our- differences have' cared, - thar 
amidſt the diverſities of jadgment, we- may. keep" ihe: unity” 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. | 

Webeſeech thee, &c, 
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[Thar .it may pleaſe, thee 40 deliver us fromall.the ynhap- | 
py effe Rs of our contentions, and.to purge: us from all rhe. 


criminqus'cagſes.of them, . ang ſo to. heal ror Napakers the 
Zeruſulemp:tmay again beeome, aCity a-ypity:in-iefelf,. - -;;; 
We beſerchthee, &Cc; - |; Danes 4 

- That it way pleaſe thee to grant that. we. no.longer ders 
abont. gieſtions queſtions, and ftrifes LES whereof cometh En- 
»y; Railing, evil Syrmiles;, bulie our ſelves in pra» 
Kick: - = that - gtnagscanonkcy os ur Lord comes 19 
| be found ſo doing. ' h 
; We beſeeob thes, ks, .. ©: 4 a5 
Son of God we beſeech thee to hear. '” RE) 
O ipok. of | God that takelt away the figs 9 the world; 

{Grant tdi thy. Peace... «1 
«bþ -.0 Lanbsf God that take away the fins of the worlds 
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| A Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to them _ be i in Error 

the light of thy truth, ro the intent that they may re- 
turn to the way of ri hreouſneſs : Grant: unto alt them that 
be admitred.to the fellowſhip of Chriſts Religion, rar they 
may eſchew zhoſe things which þe contrary-to their profel- 
ſion, and-follow all ſuch things as are e agrecable to the ane; 
throogh 4 Chriſt our Lord... 
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"NY Merciful Saviour, who ſa lovedſt thy Church, as.to 
\/ give thy felf for -her, look" again 'on- ber with 
campaſſiqnate eyes,” who: now needs a ſecond redemption, 


evenareſcye from her ſelf, from the: unnatural iſſue of her 


own; bowels. Loxd thou ſceſt;the. miſcrable ſtate to: which 
the is reduced, by. our! wild contentions, 'that ſhe has-ax 


- 


| once; loſt. hee. purity, and her peace, .and 'is -hecome::an 


the ſoundiog of thy-howels towards. her, are they. in- 
ed? O remember; thy iold; loving kindneſs; the jove of thy - 
eſpouſa}s; and. as. thou; wert once a-Lamb to: expiate- her 

aikes, .{o--be thon; now. a: Lion to, vindicate her wrongs; 
ficike a dread into the hearts of all, . who have contribured 


' "to her ruine, and make, them know that whoſo touches; her, 


toucheth the apple of thine Eye. 'O: let not her Kill figk 
puder- the oppreſſion of our ſordid deſigns, and irregular 
appetites, nor be'deyonred by thoſe who,pretend to- guard 
her, © Giye her Paſtors after thine. ow9, hears, - Jet: her 
Prieſts be cloath'd with righteouſneſs;;and..waſh their.hands 
in innocence before they .compaſs thineiAltar, .;O Jer. nor 
any vain ambition for themlelyes,: make. them expoſe and 

roſtitute the hononr. of theie, God :.,no affeQation of-thax 

nowledge which pufteth; up, divert them from that; Cha» 
rity which-only edifieth : Grant that the jntereſt of Religi- 
00-may ſtill be uppermoſt»in. their hearts, ,and.never yail'to 
Secular ends, nor the -prerence of truth cloak any exorþi- 


tant paſſion, Nay, 'O Lord, refine even their Zeal, and 


make it ſerve to kindle, .not conſunge their Charity : -and:tq 
inſpirit them with ſuch an,unwearied induſtry., that they 


may. always abound in the work of the Lord, diligently 


take-. heed:$o thoſe flocks, over whom the Holy Ghoſt has 
made them averſeers, never turning aſide to vaio jangling, 
or {triving ahout words to no profit, And toall whoare 
under their charge, give meekneſs to ſybmit to thoſe who 
by thy appointment watch their Souls , ſuppreſs all preju- 
dices an1 faRtion, and let none be puffed up for one agaioſt 

en another, 
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another bur x rant or a due attendance -on their cal- 
hags, 'as men ED od ook uiex 
aut pexccable'lite; in all godtinefs og 
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power; which ivadic 60 ſolve rhingy ro ie f 
ho 154; © Lord,” with wha firs cin:we- Poems 
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What cans we then foy - mtorhve-O-:4Hov) proſerver, -eliou 
redcemer of men, who linve 
_ ordinary methods of thy grace? We can only lay otir 
ſelresartliy feer ,- difpley' our Miſery, mid lexve thee-t6 
contider thine over compaſſion :* Of Jeerhiir ove. thee t 
doſorus whareve? our wrerched eftate -is i! need of; 
Lord hear, OLotd* forgive, conſider and do'tty if rior fo 
you tek \Naties ſake :* thonatt Fefhw # Saviour; 
i Son wy fin, ari$1et ns not Nlide ack 
ooh - thow-xrt ae lied of the 
perro thy” £60 careſ thor rior that ſhe etifh'? 
Turtthee again; 'O'Lord, review her days #s of ofd;' fat 


ifle andcleanſcher; thit thou riayeRt"2g3i9 profend Mer to, 


rhy felf a glorious Chirch, wor hai £\poror wrinkle,” and 
f themutt ilf be militant, ler it nd looger be within her 
ſelf; bur 2gzinit ſpirirſh! wickedheſfcs, the ruler of the 


darkneſs of this world, till at hft'thow utterly bear dowii | 


Satan'under her feer ; and tranſlate her from chis"ſtare of 
warfare, 10 cher of Triumph, and blife in the Ringd6ni of 
thy Father ; which'rhou Of blefſed eſis haft' pnechaſed 
with thy Bloud, and fealed by thy Spirir. To which blef- 
fed Trinity be afcrib'd all praiſe, honour, and glory, now 
ane for ever, __ 


Ixion the Prigee of Peace: Ind O''that our ways were 
wade ther direc, dit 'alus, how: little difpoſkriow- .have we 


which weſtill reſolve 'tocofft? 
pur--our- fetver beyons af the. 
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by\giving > SE ro pad onhabocken and'whe 
aditicn wh w A ' have melre, ferv'd bur t6” 
#3 'wtiry we fertied- ertrulousto/ have: «  fihg Gut-v 
PF , as rhey ad" before thy'inetc what could w 
| hel pet As Fajar : he erm Fan 
ver rume, a5 t're os 
ro opemmeyoo] tothe: whote Earth?” Bar when NN 
pened for thy greareſt ſeverity,” then” didſt thou, O 
Seed ern n{ with rhe bleſſings of thy, NY i file 
loa inerpoſe for our vw 
nibVle-ways retorrithe 'ca any of our raphet that” we were 
&livets ike them that This O'Lord, was f6 ftu- 
pendous, fo amazing' By; that nothing | cat! be more 
admirable; but” only onr prodigious ingraritade ;' Thou 
baft Nighally' arrefted rhy ſelf to be x God rfiat doſt won- 
dets, "ter we who enjoy rhe benefir of rhem, neither 
confider as wonders, nor thee as God, bar Arkei- 
Rically defie rhar Providence by which we fubfilt. Thou 
kaſt reſtored'ro us our ſolemn worſhip, and we now ſay 
what a wearine(s is it ? can ſeldom afford it our prefence; 
and feldomer' our hearrs, Thou haſt broken the yoke of 


uſurping oppreſſors, and we murmur no leſs at our lawful 


poyernours, as. if atl thar we deſired to reap by the ex- 

change, were the guilt of ſpeaking evil of Digpities. 

Thou aſt freed us from the burden of unlawful 4 <a 
Qat 
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oaths; and we daily rend tby ſacred name by voluntary im- im- 
 Pertigenr; ones; A, od we fue, -pur eſtates fepr-the 

,Pthers, 3nd we FL paaghoa F0-;our, avyarie. 
handed, 


bur .Briars 
Dl ans 


our 
Feat = 2s 


£&. Our. Peace, 


Sy Tir thee? We Lord, there, is. but one. 
Ti a we. Are; capable of, and. that .is "the, - 
45-34, and i thats canngs- be done, but . by caſting us, Mp 
\ 2.yet more. ery furnace; Lor do that bag any. tha 
ui, {01 we Ay come out veſſels,of honour, meet far th 
vice, ng a .O-Lord, if thy gentler methods EA2FS 
| ck a: pleas'd_to: continue thy long.ſuffering , ps 
we have no. pretence to. mercy,, yet do thou aſſert ' 
Fg own work, be: merciful becauſe. thou, haſt been ſo, 
and ſuffer ys not to deſtroy what thou haſt ſo miraculouſly 
preſers'd. Finally, -O Lord, diſpenſe to us whatſoever 
thou. ſeef} maſt apt to reduce ys; and thar thy outward ap- 
plications may be no longer in _vain, enforce and enliven 
tem withthy inward ; and by the ſweet inſiquations of thy 
bt Med Spirir, ſubdue our obſticate' perverſeneſs.; and.g11e 
us. $ laſt ſuch grac*, as we way not curn into wantongeſe, 
O 


j 


1 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 449 
O thou to whom all things are poſſible, who haſt done ſuch 
wonderful things for us, work a yet greater miracle in us, 
and of a prophane, ungrateful, licentious Nation, make us 
an holy. people unto thy ſelf, that all ravks and conditions 
of men, may as univerſally and induſtriouſly combine t9 
'propitiate, as they have to provoke thee ; that ſo by 
brioging forth fruirs of Repentavce, we may eſcape thy \ 
wrath both temporal and eternal. Grant this for his ſake 
who died to work that deliverance tqr us : 7eſws Chriſt our - 
Lord, eAmen. t 
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A Catalogue of Booky primed for,” and ſold by Robett Paw- 


| = at. the Sign of the Bible in Chancery-Lune, near Fleet- 


priſms, or A Diſcourſe of Dipping znd raok- 
A is thewed the Lawfulnefs of other ways of Bap- - 
tization, befjdes that of a LTo Immerſion ; and ObjeRiogs againſt 
LH By William Walker, B.D. Author of the Treatiſe of Eng- 
ſb. Paryiclese Re | by 
Villre Anglicum, or, A View of all the Cities, Towns, and Vit 
lages, &c, lo Englend, 20d Wales, Alphabedcally compoſed. 1p.thac 
naming any Town or place, you may readily find what Shure, Hundred, 
Rape, Wapentake, &c. it is in. ' Alſo the number of Biſhopricks, 
Counties, under their ſeveral Juriſd:Rions 3 andehe Shire-Towns, Bo-' 
roughs,.:and Pariſhes in each County, by the appointmene of che 
eminent Sir Hewry Spelman, Knight. 
The Nuns Complaints againft the Fricrs, &C. | 
Mary Magdalens Tears wiped off, or the Voice of Peace. tg an 
unquiet Conlcience. E0- | ; 
. Sermons ed by that eminent Divine Hewy Hammond, Dr. in 
Divinity, in large Folio, to bind with his other Works. 
The Goldew Remains of that ever memorable Mr. Fabn Hales of Earon 
Colledge, 5c. The ſecond Impreflion with many Additions nat be- 


rag liſhed, in @uarto. . 
piſcopacy 85 eftabliſhed by Law in _ written by the command +. 
pk the by King Charles, by Robert Sa » late Lord Biſhop of ZLin- 
coln in 0H aw. | 
 AGCileBlion of Articles, Injuntions, Canons, Orders, Ordinances 
and Conſtitutions Ecelefiaſtical, and other publick Recorgs of-the 
Church 'of Tegan with a learned Preface: by Anthony Sparrow 
Lord Biſhop of Naraich. . ; 

A Rationale on the Book of Common-Prayer of the Church af 
England, by che ſame Author. | | 

The Whole duty of Fign laid down in 2 plain familiar way for the 
uſe of all, but eſpecially che meaneſt Reader: Neceſſary for all Families. 
With private Devotions on ſeveral Occaſions. | 

THE WHOLE DUTY. OF MAN, Put into figneficant 
Litine for the uſe of Schools. _ 

Gentlemans Calling, written by the Authar of the Whols Duty of Man. 
Alſo the other works of the ſame Author. : h 

A. Scholaftical Hiflory of the Canon of Holy Scriptwe, or the 
certain and indubitable Books thereof, as they are received in the 


Church- : 
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Ch i; QC. by” Wiſhine Walker, "8. 'D. 4 $ 
ny commonly called F;Hii Granmartxplained by Y 


Fammay , 
f Enghſh Particles: 


Coreg ; apall che Parliaments © or reputed Parliaments from the 1 
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£99” Chen, Gene-for Conſpiring 


h of —_ NE hang of the Government and the -Pro= | 
"Bland, Thi: Pickering ahd 29 Grore for oY 


oper thoking We. , 
Greene, ; Bray Beirg' and Lawrence” til, for the Murder of 


4 (Me Bed} 
 Aebriſtian, choughts for every Day. of che Month, & 
+. "Sir" Francis Myirs © ; a, 
* Baron Savils *© 
Sir Gefiey Palmers Rep vr 
Mr. Fobn Aleync- | 
AU forts of Law: Books. 
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